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COVERN.MENT OF BENGAL 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Ki^»‘ht Hon'ble VirroR Alexander George Robert 
Bulwar Lytton, Earl of Lytton, r.c., g.c.s.i,, g.c.i.e. 

MEMBERS (iF THE EXEXM^TIVE ( OrNllL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Aud-vk-R \him, k.c.s.i., Viee-I’resident, in eliar^e of 
the following’ j)ortfoli<»s : — 

1. Jinlicial. 

2. Emigration. 

Immigration. 

4. Jill i.sdiction. 

5. Haj Pilgrimage. 

(). Eegi-'lative, inclmliug the Executive Administration of the 
Legislative* I)(‘j>artin(‘nt and electiems for Indian and 
ProMinial Legi^latuies ‘subject te* rules Irameil umler 
section*^ (i4 il) and 72 in) of the (Tovernment of India 
Act. 

7. Registration. 

S. Education <othei than Euio|>(‘an Education.). 

The Hon’ble Sir High Sikiuie.vson, k.c.j.e., (..s.i., i.r.s., in charge 
of tlie following jioitbdios: — 

1. A]>iK)intment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage, 
d Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation ot medical and other professional qualifications 

and staudaids; subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Jails. 

7. Agiiculture and Industries (except Excise Branch). 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja Ksiuusish Ch.^sdk.^ Rat Bahadur, of Nadia, 
in charge of the following portfolios : — 

C 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

8. Foiests. 

4. Inigation. 

5. Excluded areas. 

0. Medical adInini^tl^^^ion, including liespitals, disi>eijsaries 

and asylums and provision for medical education. 

T. Local Self-doverninent. 

The Hon ’hie Mr. T. Emehsov, cm.e,, r.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

d. (’oimnerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. Eur(q)ean Education, 
f). Public Works. 

7. Agriculture and Industries (Excise Branch). 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


President. 

The Hon’ble Sir Ev.^n Cotton, Kt., c.i.e. (on the I2fh and 
13th Autjust, 1U26). 

Tbe Hon’ble Kimuir Sinn Siikkhahe'.war H »y (from the afternoon of 
the lf3th Aupiist, 1925.) 


J)ErTTY JMfKSlDENT. 

Dr. Audtll.^ Al-Mamen Sthr.^waiidt. 


P\NEI. ()1 (^iniR.MEN KOK IHK IJI.JIIKENTII SkssION. 

Bal)u .]\TiNj)iM N \TH 
Maulvi KKH\MrL ili g. 

Mr. (t. MoR(.an. 

Kuja Mvnmmha y vru Uw ('Hwimrju oi Saiitosh. 

Secretary to the Council— J. Bartley, I.C.S. 

AsMstanf^ Seiietaiir^ to the Council— A. M. Httchison and 
K. N. M VJl MDtR. 

Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERB. 


A 

Abfet, Mr. E. G. (Indian Jute Mills Asswiation.) 

Addams-Williams, Mr. C., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Addy, Babu Amulyallbone. (Bengal National Cliamber of Commerce.) 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. [Tippera (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Maulvi Najmu.I.lin. flloophly cam Howrah Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. fMymensingh East ( Muhammadan).] 
•Uiifled, Maulvi Zannoor. [Burdwan Division South ( Muhammadan).! 
Ahsaniillah, Mollah. fRajshahi North < Muhammadan). ] 

Alev, Khan Bahadur S. Mahlaud.. [(’ahuttu North (Muhammadan).] 
All. Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ah, Mr. Altaf. [Mymensing’h Ea.st (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Bag’chi, Bahu Romes Chandra. [Maldu (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Band. Mr. R. N. (Indian Jute Mills A'-isociation. ) 

Baneijea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East ( Non-Muliammadan • . ] 
Banerjee, Bahu Satya Kishore. (Burdwan Landholder.s. ) 

Banei jee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan >. J 
BaneijiK*, Rai Bahadur Ahina.sli C'handra. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Bnrma, Rai Sahih Ihuichanan, M.B.E. [Ranppur (Non-Muhammadati ) . ] 
Barton, Mr. H. ( Anplo-Tndian.) 

Ba.su, Bahu Jatindra Nath, [('alcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basil. Bahu Sarat Chandra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Beg, Khan Bahadur Mirza Shujaat Ali. | ‘J4-Parganas Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Best, the Hfin’hle S. J. (Indian Tea A>si( iation. ) 

Birley, Mr. L., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Bahu Bejoy Krishna. (Calcutta University.) 

Browne, Mr. P. IT., C.B.E. (Bengal Chamhcr of Comm(*rce.) 

c 

Campbell, Mi^ K. (Bengal Chamlier of Commerce.) 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muham- • 
madan).] 

Chakra vorti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan) . ] 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudaraan. [Rajahabi (Non -Muhammadan).] 
Chartres Mr. C. B. (Ben trnl PhnmlM»r nf P/\mmoro£» ^ 
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Tiii 

Chatterjee, Babu Cmes Chandra. [Banknra East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab l\li, Khan Bahadur, C.I.E. 

[Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Pargana8 Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhury, Mauhi Md. Nurul Huq. [Chittagong (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-oflScial.) ' 

Corcoran, Mr. B, J. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

D 

Da«, Babu ('haru Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Dan, Dr. Mohini Mohan. [Faridpur Snutli (Noii-Muhaniinadan).] 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
l)e, Mr. K. (\, C.T.PI (Nominated Official.) 

Dey. Babu Boroda Prosad. [Hooghly ^lunic ipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Doss, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai, M.B.E. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr, B. E. G. (Bengal Chambei of Commerce.) 

Emerson, the Hon’ble Mi. T., C.I.p]. (Memliei-. p]xecutive Council.) 

F 

Fnroqui, Khan Bahadur, K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell, [Presidency and Burdwan (European). | 

G 

Gafur, Maulvi AbduL [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 

Ganguly, Babu Khngendra Nath. [Howrah Muncipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] ^ 

Ghuznavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Mymensingh West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Goode, Mr. S, W. (Nominated Ctfficial.) 

Quha.^Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 
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H 

Haidar, Mr. S. N. [Calcutta South iXoii-Muhammadan). ] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. [Tippera (Muhammadan). J 
Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., O.B.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Maulvi Sajedal. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf. [Malda cum Jali^aiguri 
( Muhammadan) . ] * 

Hossain, Maulvi Wahed. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. [Bakar>ranj West (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramiil. [MursLidahad (Muhammadan).] 

James, Mr. F. E., O.B.E. | l‘H*.sidem‘\ and Biiidwan (Eino|iean). ] 
Jennaway, Mr. J. 11. (Indian Mining Asso<‘iation.) 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hos.sain, [Nadia (Muliammadan). ] 

K 

Khaitan, Babu Debi Prosad. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Babu Debendra Eal. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan). 1 
Khan, Maulvi Abdui Ra'«<bid. [Noakhali ( Muhanniiadan). ] 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat. [('hitta^jonp (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Mabi Uddin. [Rangpur Ea.st (Muhammadan). J 

L 


Tiul Mahammed, Haji. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Law, Raja Reshee Case, C.I.E. (Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce. ) 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H., I.C.S. (Nominated official.) 

M 

Mahammad, Maulvi Basar. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Masih, Mr. Syed M. [Faiidpur Noith (Muhammadan).] 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Je^sore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitra, Babu Sttyendra Chaiidia, {Noakhali (Non-Muhammadan). ] 
Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., C.I.E. (Presidency Landholders.) 
Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. [Hooghly Ifural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

\r^ o n /xr xr \ 
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N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] ® 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, Khaje. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Neogi, Babu Manmoboiu [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 

P 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. AImIuI Jiibbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Parrott, Mr. P. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Q 

Qunder, Maulvi Abdul. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Rahim, the Ilon’ble Sii Abd-ur., K.(\S.I. (Member, Executive 
('ouncil. ) 

Rahman, Mr, A. F. (Dacca University.) 

Ruikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri ( Ntm-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Abanisli Chandra. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran. [Baukura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendia Narayan (Raiigpur (Non-Muhinumadan).] 

Ray, Babu Suiendia Nalli. ( 24-l’ar«>‘anas Muni<i[)al South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. iRajshahi Landholders.) 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur K>haunisli Chandra, of Nadia 
(Member, Executive Council.) 

Ray (Uiaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-oHicial.) 

Ray ('haudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh (Daera laud-holders.) 
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Satcowripati. [Calcutta North-West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Pargana3 Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammodau).] 

Roy, Mr. D. N. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan),] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. S. N,, I.C.S. (Ncmiinated Official.) 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

% 
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Roy, Raja Maniloll Singpli, C.I.E. [Burdwan (Non-MuhammadaD).] 
Roy Cliaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Nou>Muhauiniadau).] 
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bah^ur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 


S 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdus. [.lessore North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Babu Heman^ Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Daoca City (Muhammadan).] 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Mulnimnuulan ) . ] 
Sasmal. Mr. B. N. [MidnajM»r»‘ Soulli (Non-Muhammada!»). ] 

Sen, Mr. N. C. [Bakarg-anj North (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Sen»Oupta, Jlr. J. M. [Chittapronj^ (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Snaith, Mr. J. V. (Calcutta Trades.) 

Stei)hen.snn, the llnn’hle Sir Hugh. K ( .LE . ( .S.I (Memlier, Execu- 
tive Coumul. ) 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [24-Parganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Suhrawardy, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Pajih Uddin. [Bogia ( Muhammadan), j 
Tiavei>. Ml. \V. L. C.I.K., OB.E [Rai^hahi I I'iuioja'an). ] 

V 

Villiei's, Mi Edwaid. [Presidenc\ and Burdwan (European).] 

W 

Wilson. Li.-Ccl R. V., C.l K. I .1C( .S . 1) V.H.S., l.M.S. 

(Nominated Otli('ial.) 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. (Noiyinated Official.) 

Y 

Ya.sin, Maulvi Muhammad. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).] 




THE BENGAl! LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Eighteenth Session.) 

VOLUME XVili. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislatiee Council assembled under the 
previsions of the Government of India Act. 

• 

Tnf Ct>uncil met in tin* (’ouncil ('hamlier in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wetlnesilay, the TJth Aujrust, 19^*'). at .*i r.M. 


Present: 

The Hon’hle tlie Pie^iilent (Sir Evvn ('oiton. kt.. (.i.R.) in the 
Chair, the four Hoii'hle Meml^eis of the Executive (^ulncil. and 
DonnnattHl and elected inein]>ers. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

I'lie foll()win<r ineinher‘* nii»dt‘ an oath or affirmation of their 
alle^’*iance to the Crown : — 

;Mr. J. H. Lind'^w. 

Mr. S. X, Kov, 

Mr. (\ IT ( ■H\RiKr>. 

Mr. J. F. S.vMTH. 

Mr. B. N. S\sM\i 


Obituary references. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, (feiitlemen (ff the (’ouncil, if has 
l>eeome the settled practice of the Council that upon the open in day 
of a new Hession reference rthall he made from the Chair to the death 
of past and present members of the Council whii.'h have taken place 
since the la8t*meeting. Sir Steuart Bayley, who died on the drd of June * 
last, was a member of the Benj^al lieg-islative Council in the year 1877, 
but that, as members are aware, constituted merely a small fraction 
of his work for the province. He was I^eutenant-Goveruor from 1887 
to 1890, and for the 15 years following? lie acted as Secretary to the 
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Political Department at the India Office and subsequently as a Member 
of the India Council. He has died full of years and honours, and it is 
interesting to remember that his coming t<f India was almost contem- 
poraneous with the assumption of the Government by the Crown. He 
belonged to an old and distinguished Anglo-Indian family whose con- 
nection with Bengal has extended over great number of years. 

We have also to mourn the loss of Mr. C. R. Das who died on the 
16th of June last, and of Sir Surendm Nath Banerjea whose death 
took place only a few days ago — on the 6th of August. It is to me 
a melancholy reflection that on the last (Kuuision uik)» which I shall 
address the Members of the I^egislative Council from this place it 
should fall to my lot to express their feelings at the almost^ simultaneous 
death of two of Bengal’s Political leaders. • 

I had the pnvilege (.f knc/wing Mr. Das when we were student.s 
together in England some thirty-five or thirty-six years ago, and he 
was enrolled as an Advocate ot the High thmrt a year after myself. 
vSir Surendra Njith Banerjea had km^wn me since my boyhood. Both 
were leaders of men iii every sense of the word. 

Leaders may be (/f many kinds, but the ( ne attribute which is 
essential to success as a leader is a magnetic and commanding jxM'son- 
ulity. This ijuality was possessed in the full(*st degiee by the two 
great men whose death w’e are dei>loring this ufteinooii. Their achieve- 
ments in the field of })olitics must l>e and have indee<l In’en already 
chronicled in (/ther jdaces. It is our sad business to-day to place U})oti 
record our feeling of the deejest soiTow at the fact that Bengid can 
no longer enj(»y the lenefit of theii servi»es. 

Mr, Das had been a mcnd)ei of the Bengal Ix'gi.slativi^ Council 
since the year 1924 and the Council ('hander will seem a veiy different 
place without him. To me in his flow^ing robes he alway.s conveyed 
the pictuie of a gi*eat Roman senator, and I use<l to sit and watch with 
admiration the consummate .skill with which he led his jiaiiy. 

Of Sir Sureudra Nath Banerjea we (an tndy say that during bis 
long life of 78 years he stood for the whole histon of politics in Bengal. 
He hud a long tenure of office in the Bengal Legislative Council and 
was one of the first Ministers to l)e appointed under Hie Reform Act 
of 1919. The elcKiuence of these two gi-eat men was not alike, but there 
is not one of us who will not miss the silvery temgue of Sir Surendra 
Nath and the calm (ompelling voice of Mr. Das. 

We are bound to-day by statute to bnld the election o? the President 
of the Council, But when tliat business is concluded, I feel that it 
will be entirely in accordance with the wishes of everj^ member of 
the Council that the Council^ shall forthwith stand adjounied until to- 
morrow afternoon. I will now ask you, according to the usual practice. 
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to rii© in yonr places as a mark of respect and witk your permissicMO 
I will convey to tke relatives of our departed friends this expression 
of the sympathy of the Counlil. 

(All the members then stood up.) 

Mr. President. Thank you, gentlemen. 

« Eleotion of Prasidant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; We will now procTtHl to the election of the 
President of this Council. 

The foll(»wing candidates have been nominated for the post of 
President of tfiis Council ; — 

{]) Ray, Kumar Shih Shekhareswar — j>roposed by Mr. B. Chakra- 
varti and seconded by Balm Akhil Chandra Dattn. 

Salain. Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Abdiis — projK>sed by Khan 
Bahadui Miiza Shujuat Ali Beg. and s«‘C(Hided by Khan 
Bahadur S. Mahboob Alev. 

(J) Suhrawardy, Dr. A. — proposed by Balm Naliniranjan Sarker 
and .se((>n(le(l by Bal*ii Maninolnm Neogi. 

Als<. juojKJsed by Mr. .1. M. Sen tiupta and secoinb^l by 
Maiilvi Najimiddin Ahmed. 

Also inojK^sed by Mr. S. N. Haidar and seconded by 
Mr, H. S. Suliiawardy, 

Also pi()jK)se<l b\ Mr. K. (’. Ka\ Chaudhuri and sectmded 
by Balm Maiiinatha Nath Roy, 

In the case oi the ballottiiig tor the Ib^sident, the following proce- 
dure will he adopted, r/c. : — 

(7) Two ballot boxes have been j»rovide<l — one in each of the 
lobbies, and .so plactsl as to enable a member to record hi.s 
vote scieened fr(>in obseivation. 

(^) Each member will he given his ballot paper as he enters the 
screened enclosure. 

(J) Members in the West Bha k are re<|uested to enter the “ Aye 

lobby by the do<jr near the Western (iallery, record their 
votes in the screened eiulosnre i)rovided and nMoiter the 
Chamber by the door at the opin^site end. 

(^) Members in the North and East Blocks should proceed through 
the door at the lower end of the “ No ” lobby near the 
EasteiTi (lallerys similarly record their votes and enter the 
Chamber by the door at the upper end near the Western 
Gallery. 



4 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


(J) Members are requested to indicate their preference on the ballot 
paper by marking- a X against the name of the candidate for 
whom they wish to vote. Thfv should not sign or initial 
the ballot paper. 

A ballot was then taken and the result of the voting was as follows : — 
(1) Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray (bl votes). 

<'2) Dr. A. Suhrawardy (59 votes). * 

(f3) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdiis Salani (8 votes). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under the provisions of sul>-section (5) of rule 
j 5A of the Bengal Legislative Couneil Rules^ it will be necessary to have 
I another ballot, and I shall remove the name of Khan Bahadur fiaiilvi 
Alxlus Salam. The ballot will now be between Kumar Shib Shekhaies- 
war Ray and Dr. A. Suhrawardy. 

5 A second ballot was then taken, and the result was as follows: — 

(1) Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray ((>7 votes). 

(2) Dr. A. Suhrawardy ((51 votes). 

(One ballot paper wa^ rejected as invalid.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The name of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ra\ . who 
has obtained the majority of votes, will be submitted to His Excellency 
the (Tovernor for a])pn»val. 


Adjournment. 

The Uouncil was then adjcmrned till d p.m, on Thursday, the 
Idth August, 1925, at the Town Hull, (\dcutta. 



of Uw ttiigal Ligltittiiw Ocmwil mmmkM mmImp 
IN imitiom of tin Gavtmiiiifit of Indio ML 

Tsx Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 13th Au^st, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the /^resident (Sir Evan Cotton) in the Chair, the 
four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council and 121 nominated 
and elected members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (Sir Evan Cotton): Will HoiCble members be 
jj:ood enoujfh ^ remain standing while I read out the following message 
^rompHis Excellency the Governor: — 

“ I approve the election of the Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray to the 
post of President of the Legislative Council. 

Lytton.” 

Sir EVAN COTTON: 1 would now ask the ITon’ble tl»e President 
to take his .seat. 

The Hon ’hie Kumnr Shib Shekhareswar Kay then entered the 
(’ouiicil (’hainher in procession and was received by the retiring Presi- 
dent at the presidential dais. The Hon’ble the President having 
s laken liands with Sir Evan Cotton, the latter left the ('hamher in 
ju’oces.sion, all the members remaining standing, 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’bte Kumor Shib Shokhareiwar Ray): 

As I assume the duties of the office, on behalf of this Council I would 
like to exjmcs.s mir thanks to imr retiring Pre.sident, Sir Evan Cotton. 
We are grateful to him for having come out to India at the cull of 
duty and performing the by no means easy ta.sk of the presidentship 
of an infant Council, on .sacrificing the peace and happinens of a con- 
tented life in England. He had succe.ssfully and admirably managed 
the affairs of this House in the face of most difficult circumstances, in 
its nio.st strenuous days mid our thanks are '■o <luc to him. 

IVrsoually sjieaking I am all the more grieved at this Heverance, 
for he is my father’s friend and I have inherited, so to say, his affection 
whi(‘h naturally flowed down to a friend’s .son. I have known him 
since my early boyluiod and I had opportunities to know how uobl«‘, 
how good and what a great friend of India he is. Being my predeces- 
sor in oflSce tog, I look up to him as my guide, and may his example 
never cease to light me on my path of duty. 

I think it would lie ungrateful on my part not to make any mention 
of our first President, the late Nawab Sir Syed Sham.s-ul-Huda, for 
it was he who had first enunciated in this Hall, the fundamental prin- 
ciple underlying the duties of a President, to hold the b|lan<e 
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evea between eoaflictiag parties and be absolutely impartial ia the 
discharge of his duties. The task of an elected President becomes still 
more onerous, when we consider that befpJe being elected a President, 
he must have been a party man imbued with the bias and prejudices 
of the party he belongs, apart from the common failings as a man. 
But, let me assure you, that it shall be my best endeavour, to leave 
iny personal and party predilections aside, and be fair and impartial 
in the performance of my duties, and I hope and trust that all of you, 
here, w’ill help me in this. 

Some members of this Council have approached me for permission 
to otfer me felicitations. But, I am afraid, this is not the time nor the 
occasion for it. I shall only be thankful if I prove worthy of it and 
yf»u can cherish the same sentiment towards me when, •at the end cf 
tlie term, w'e part. I am therefore sorry I cannot now comply with the 
request. The election itself proves that you repose some confidence 
in me and for it 1 am sincerely thankful to you all. 

Death of a former Member. 

Now, gentlemen, it is my sad duty to bring to the notice of the 
Council the death of an old member, Babu Mahendra Nath Roy. Babu 
Mahendrn Nath Roy who has passed away to-day was a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council under the old constitution from the 
13th January, 1911, and continued as a member to the 2nd of January, 
1921. Babu Mahendra Nath Roy was also for a long time the non- 
cifficial Chairman of the Howrah Municipality, and his name is remem- 
bered there with gratitude for the ungrudging services he 
rendeivd to that Municipality. He was fittingly decorated by the 
Government with the Comi)anionSliip of the Indian Empire in 1914. 
Babu Mahendra Nath Roy wa.^ very su(*cessful in his profession as a 
Vakil of the High Court. He was a great scholar and a mathematician. 
His son is at present a sitting member of this Council, and it is our 
melancholy duty to convey the Council’s symj)athy to him in his great 
bereavement. I would ask the members of the Council to rise in their 
places as a mark of their respect to our departed friend. 


Panel ef Chairmen. 

In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules, 1920, I nominate the following members of the Council 
to form a panel of four Chairmen for the ensuing session, namely, — 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 

Maulvi Ekramul Huq, 

Mr. G. Morgan, and 

Raja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudburi, of Santosh. 



QUESTIONS. 


T 


I|itle88 0 tkcrwis« amumped, the senior member among them present 
in ^ above order named will preside over the deliberations of this 
Council in my absence audfin the absence of the Deputy President. 

Stamd QuiitjMii 

(to whioh oral anawort ware givan). 

Saizura of oartain documents belonging to one Ramanuja Kar by the 
Bankura Polioa. 

M. Babu.UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: (a) Is the Hcm'ble 
The Member in charge of the Police Department aware that the Gov- 
ernment Railway Police with the Town Police of Bankura sean'hed 
the house of Babu Ramanuja Kur, a men*haut of Bankura, on the 
14th May, 192^‘b and t(x>k away nome dctcurnents from his house P 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Meml>er also aware that the ixdice have 
not as yet returned the dtx'umenisP 

(c) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware — 

(0 that the police gav(‘ some of the dewuments to the Bcngal- 
Nagpur Railway Company: and 

(i/) the Bankura pleiuier of the said Company filed them in a 
iinuiey suit No. 94 of 19*J4 in the ‘Ird (’ouH of the Miinsif 
of Bankura? 

(r/) If the answers to tc) are in the affirmative, will the ITon’hle 
the MeinlnT be jjlcased to ‘Jtate autboris<‘d the police to do so? 

(c) AVill the IRui ble the MeiiiWr lx» pleased to state the reason 
why the j)olice, inHtea<l of retuniing the documents to the owner, gave 
them to the aforesaid Railway C<mipanyP 

(/) Is the lion ’hie the Meiubt‘r aware that Ramanuja Babu applied 
to the Superintendent of the Government Railway Police, Kharag|)ur, 
the Superintendent of Police, Bankura, and the District Magistrate of 
Bankura, for the re<!oven’ of the dcx'uments; hut obtained no relief? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to name the poli(e 
officer who gave the documents to the Railway Company? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state whether they 
have any objection to return the dtxmments to Ramanuja Bubti? 

MEMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’Mc 
Sir Hugh itaphenaon) S (a) This was a search made by the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway Police in a Railway Police case. Beyond the attend- 
ance of an Assistant Sub-Inspector at tfie search, the Bengal Police 
had no concern with it. 
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(h) to (h) The only documents or property which passed throug^h 
the hands of the Bengal Police were two copy books, which were placed 
temporarily in the custody of the Banku|a Court Police, and subse- 
quently returned to Ramanuja Ear under the orders of the Court. 
Other papers were taken in custody by the Beugul-Na^ur Railway 
Police, who are under the administration of the Government of Bihar 
and Orissa. 

Struoturai alterations in the Court rooms of the Viehnupur Munsifs. 

«il. Babu UME8 CHANDRA CHATTERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
the Menil>er in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether there will l>e structural alterations this year in t^e Court rooms 
of the Munsifs of Vishnupur, as recommended by the Hon’blo the 
High Court? 

MEMBER in oharge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd«ur«Rahim) • Detailed plan and estimate for this project have 
been called for. The allotment of funds for this particular work will 
depend upon its relative importance and urgency as compared with 
many other minor schemes. ; 

Proeeoutlon of Protap Chandra Cuba Ray. 

•Ill, Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Will the Ilon’blc the MemW in 
charge of the Police Department l)c pleased to state- - 

(ii) what amount of money was Hj)ent up to date on — 

(i) lawyer’s fees, and 
(u) other expenses 

in pnwuH'utiug Pndap Chandra Giiha Ray for defamation; 

(h) was any legal advice taken Indore starting the prosecution; 
if so, whose advice; 

(c) who drafted the petition of complaint filed by Rashiuddin 
Kban, Sul>-Insi>ector of Poli(’e, against Protap Chandra 
(fiiha Ray ; 

{(i) did Rashiuddin Khan, Sub-Iuspei'tor, express any desire, either 
orally or in writing, to proceed against Protap Chandra 
Guha Ray ; if so, to whom and when ; 

(e) at whose instance was the i)ro8e<'ution started against Protap 

Chandra Guha Ray ; 

(f) at whose instance wiu the Government pleader engaged to 

prosecute Protap Chandra Guha Ray for defamation; and 

(/;) at what stage of thd proceedings was the Goverument pleader, 
Nalini Nath Sen, engaged in that case? 



1926.1 QUESTIONS. » 

Tta HMlile Sir HUGH tTEPHENtONi (a)(«) Rt. 6,775. 

(lY) lU. 440. • 

(h) to (g) At the instance of the local officers Government agreed 
to the prosecution, at public expense, of Protnp Chandra Guha Ray for 
defaming jiolice officers. Government have no further infonnation 
of the details of the prosecution beyond what has appeared in the 
public press. * 

Mr, 8. N. HALDAR: 'Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
the names of the local officers at whose instance this pro.secution was 
started ? 

* Xhe Hon'I^le Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The correspondence on 
the subject was with the Cnmmis.‘iioner. 

Mr. Hogg and oertain allegations oonneoted with Charmanair 
incidents. 

•IV. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR. ia) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier in 
charge of the Politic al Dejmrtinent l>e pleas<‘d to state — 

(/) whether Mr. Hogg, then District Magistrate of h'aridpur, made 
any inquiries into the allegations ligainst the police regard- 
ing their doings in Channanair in May 192d: 

(ii) if so, in what capticity did he make such inquiries and was 
the incpiirv made under the Criminal Procedure Code; and 
(ill) did Mr. Hogg submit any written report as the result of such 
inquiry ? 

(h) Is the llon’ble the Member considering the desirability of lay- 
ing such reptui on the table and publishing the same in the Cnlcutfa 
Gazeiie at an early date? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Hugh Etophonson): to) ft) Yes. 

(ii) In his capacity as District Magistrate. When in the course 
of his inquiry an offence was complained of he examined the com- 
plainant under section 2(M) of the (Viminal Prwedure Code. 

(lit) Yes. 
ih) No. 

Mr, 8. M, #iALDAR! Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the Dis- 
trict Magistrate has got two functions, one in his executive capacity 
and the other in his judicial capacity? When the Hon’ble Meinlter 
says ** in his capacity as District Magistjjate ”, I would like to know 
whether in his executive capacity or in his judicial capacity? 

The Hon’blo 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: I have nothing to odd. 
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Mr. t. N. HALDARS Then with regard to the answer to question 
(b) , will the Hon’ble Member give any reasons for his negative 
answer P 

The HOfi’We Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Tee. Mr. Hogg was 
naturally indignant at the way in which an attempt had been made 
to make political capital out of the incident. He expressed himself 
somewhat forcibly in his ‘opinion of the conduct of those people who, 
while stating that they had definite information of definite offences, 
declined to assist him in his inquiries by giving him that information. 
I did not consider it desirable to publish this report of Mr. Hogg. I 
therefore issued a communique giving the detailed results of his 
iirtjuiry. I fully sympathise with Mr. Hogg but have ifo desire even 
now to add to the considerable ill-feeling worked up about this case. 
But if the Hon’ble Member wishes to see the report, I shall be very 
happy to show it to him if he comes to my office. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: May 1 know the reason of the ill-feeling and 
whether this is the only ground on which the Hon’ble Member 
refuses to publish the report of Mr. Hogg? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a proper question. 

Savings effected by Retrenchment. 

•V. Mr. F. E. JAMES: {a) Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the l)ej)ai'tment of Finance be pleased to state — 

{a) ii) the total savings re(‘ommended by the Bengal Retrench- 
ment Committe<^; in 

*1.- -Reserved, and 

Transferred Departments and 

(/<) the total amount ot the retreiH'hment effected by Government 
up to date in A and B, res})ectively ? 

(h) Whether the Government contemplate effecting further retrench* 
ment on the lines of the Retrenchment Committee’s Report? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’bic 
Mr. T. Emaricn): (a) (t)— 

A. — Reserved-Rs, 63,01,250, 

B. — Transferred- Rs. 70,15,900. 

Savings common to both the Reserved and Transferred 
Departments and not shown separately by the Retrench- 
ment Committee — Rs. 31,36,500. 

(a) (ii) The total amount <of retrenchment effected up to the close 
of the financial year 1924-25, is, Reserved, Rs. 20,62,910; Trans- 
ferred^ Rs. 11,30,984. The full effect of the different measures of 
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raitiliclLmeiit adopted bai not been obtained. It is expected that the 
ultimate savings due to the ^neasuree already adopted will be Reterved, 
Eft. 21,81,642; Transferred, Rs. 15,68,328. 

(b) Government have decided not to accept the proposal of the 
Retrenchment Committee for an all-round decrease in the pay of the 
Provincial Services, but the question of employing members of th# 
Subordinate Civil Service on some of the duties now j)erformed by 
memWrs of the Provincial Civil Service is still under consideration. The 
possibility of a further reduction in the numbtu' of jxd ice-stations is 
under consideration, and it is IioihhI that further savings will be 
possible from the policy of pooling launches. In a few ivcommenda- 
^ions final decisions have not yet l>een reached. * 


Analysis of modioines to estimate the drug and alkatoidal oontents. 

•Vlt Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: t^i'l AVith i-efei-ence to the Bengal 
Excise cinnilar No. Oil R.E., dated the 2J)th Xovcml>er, 1924, re<juir- 
ing all ine<li(‘ines purporting to be B.P. to ('onform to that standard, 
will the Ilcm'ble the MeinUu* in charge of the Department of Agricul- 
ture and IndustrioH (Kxci**e) be please<l to state - 

(0 wheth(‘r he is aware that the processes for estimating the 
required drug and alkahddal cont-ents in medicines involve 
sjMH'iai phannaii'Uticul (|ualificutions and high technical 
skill ; 

(n‘) how many ])ersons with thes** re(|uired (puilifications are there 
in Bengal at the present time, to carry* out this wj)rk ; and 

(tji) whether the (tovernment consider that the existing Govern- 
ment laboratories are sutficient for the analysis contem- 
plated by the above Excise order? 

(b) If the answer to clause («) (ni) is in the negative, will the 
Hon'ble the Member lx* pleased to state whether the Government are 
prepareil to encourage any such existing institution, as the ScIkkxI of 
Chemical Technology, Calcutta, for the training of such pharmac'eutical 
chemists and analysts, laying down a definite standard for the qualify- 
ing of such can<lidates? 

MEMBER in olMrge of DEPARTMENT of ACRiCULTURE binI 
INDUBTRIEI^ (EXCISE) (the Hon’blo Mr. T. Emorton): (a) (i) 

Yea. 

(it) The number is not known to Government. 

(m) The Chemical Examiner and his staff at the combined Cuftomt 
and Excise testing station in Calcutta are able to deal with the work. 

(6) The question does not arise. 
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Aiiglo>liidiiii My typitU and tCanograpliers in Covanmieiit oflloai 

in Caletitti. | 

*VII. Or. H. W. B. MORENO: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charjfe of the Department of Finance be pleased to state the number 
of Anprlo-Indian lady typists or stenof^raphers employed in the several 
departments of the Government of Bengal, in Calcutta? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of mentioning 
specifically in advertisements for stenographers and typists, that 
applications from lady typists will be entertained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) One lady stenographer. No 
lady typist. 

(6) No. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Does the answer to my question (6) imply 
that Anglo-Indian lady typists and stenographers will not be enter- 
tained by Government, especially in view of the fact that a statement 
was made in this Council that they are not shut out from applying for 
such vacancies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: My reply means simply what it 
says. 

Transfer of Khan Sahib Abdul Caffar, Polioe Magistrate, Alipore. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge ol the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state : — 

(i) since when has Khan Sabib Abdul Gaffar, Police Magistrate, 
Alipore, l)een statione<l at Alipore; 

(n) how many times was he under orders of transfer; 

(n'O how many times were the orders eancelleil ; and 
{iv) the reasons for the cancellation of the onlers? 

{h) Is it a fact that no Executive or Judicial Officer is permitted 
to nunuin at one station fol* more than three years 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring 
the Khan Sahib from Alipore? 

MEMBER in oharge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stapheneon): (a) {%) Since August, 1922. 

(ii), (Hi) and (iv) Goveniment do not consider thait it is in the 
public intert*sts to discuss questions of this nature. 

(b) No. The period is at the discretion of Government, and 
de})ends on the nature of the|^iK>st, the qualifications of the oflficer and 
the interests of the public seiwice, 

W.Na. 
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*IX* lift St Nt HALCfARt {a) Will t!i.‘ Hon’ble the MemWr 
in charge of the Appointment Department he pleased to state whether 
the i*eoominendation8 of the Lee Public Sen'ices Commission as regarda 
tilling up listed posts in the Superior Civil Sen*ices by direct recruit- 
ment have been accepted ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether the recommendations have been 
carried out? 

The Hen’ble Sir HUGH 8TEPHEN80M: {n) The orders of the- 
Qpvernment ofeliidia have not yet been coiiununicate^l to this Govern- 
ment.* 

(h) Does not arise. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Has the (iovernmeut of 
Bengal sent any recommendation to the Government of India in this 
regard ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No. 

Appointment from the Bar to the listed poets. 

•X. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (Vri Will the Hon’hle the MembtT in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to sttite whether 
the recommendations of the Islington Pnhlic Sen'iccs Commission as 
regards the din^ct recruitment of jnactising law\ers to tlie posts of 
District Judge's have l>een accepted? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’hle the Meinl>er 1 k‘ pleased t(> state whether 
any minimum or maximum numher of such ap]>ointnients has been 
fixed by the Goveniment of India or the Lccal (toveniment and on 
what basis has the same Ix'en fixed ? 

ic) If no numher has been fixed, what arc the reasons therefor?' 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The member i» 
referred to the orders contained in paragra])h 11 of the Goveniment 
of India, Home Department, Bescdution N(>. 2559 (Esiablisbments)^ 
dated the 1st December, 1920. 

(b) No mininuim niimlx'r of such appointments has bex'n fixed and 
the only stiitutor^" restriction on the power of Icxal Government to 
make such appfiintments is the total numlx^r of judicial listed posts. 

(c) The restriction mentioned in the answer to (b) above is further 
subject to the condition that such appointments must be made with 
due regard to the vested intcresU of th^ existing members of the 
Provincial Civil Service, and it is therefore impowible to fix definite 
numbers. 
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Extract from Home DepaftmeM Resolution No. 2569^ dated the 

1st December j 1920, referred to the reply to clause (a) of 

starred question No. X for jthe meeting of the 12th August, 1925. 

11. Appointments from the Bar. — ^Looal Gavernments already have 
power under the ruley laid down in the Home Department notification 
No. 598, datefl the 2l8t June, 1918, to appoint persons who are not 
meml)erB of the Provincial Civil Service up to one-fourth of the total 
number of listed appointments. This power will l)e utilizetl by them 
ias ail exjierimenlal measure to appoint District Judjres direct 
from the Bar. It is hoped ultimately to fill not less than 40 post* in 
this way, should qualified men l)e available. Members otf the Bar will, 
however, be appoiiitotl to posts in excess of 25 per cent, of the total 
number of such appointments, only as new jjosts are created, and with 
■due rej^Tird to the claims of existing* members of the Civil vServices. 
Thus the rig’hts of these officers will W duly safeg’uarded, as was 
expressly provided for by se<'tion 3G {2) of the Goveniment of India 
Art, 1919; at the same time there will l)e no reduction in the number 
of posts open to men promoted fmm the Provincial Civil Service. 
^Should the experiment prove successful (and on this point the opinion 
of High (Vmrts will be asi'ertained from time to time) the full innnber, 
t.r., 40, will eventually be made available for persons from the Bar. 
For the purimses of these a])]K>intments, Vakils and Adv(X'atos of 
High Courts and Pleaders of Chief Courts will be eligible as well as 
Barristers. 

Mft $• K. HALDAR: May 1 know whether ever since the appoint- 
ment of one person from the Bar, there was absolutely no vacancy 
which could have l>een filled up ))y a member of the Bar^ 

The Hon’bleSir HUGH STEPHENSON: There have been several 
vacancies in the listed jmsts, but these have been filled up from among 
the members of the Judicial Service. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Why not from the Bar? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow any argumentative 
questions . 


ll«iinrati<N)i in Cawnment offtoet for ornfMoymont of Angl^lndiano 
•nd dopronod olaatio. 

•Xi. Dr. H. W. a. MORENO: (a) ATil) the Hoa’ble the Member 
in ohar^re of the Appointment Department be pleated to state wh.t 
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(it) the depressed classes? 

(h) If so, what is the percentage of such reservations in the 
departments or offices concerned ? 

The Hon’bto air 4IUCH STEPHENSON: Government do not 
reserve any fixed proportion of posts in any department for Anglo- 
Indians or the depressed classes. The extent to which favourahle 
treatment is acconle<l to these communities in the examination held 
for recruitment to the Bengal Civil Service (Executive), Bengal Excise 
S?rvic», Subordinate Civil Sendee and the Cpper Division of the 
Secretariat Clerical Service is as follows : -The Committee which selects 
candidates to sit for the examination is instnnded to show even ixvHsible 
consideration to the (daims of certain (‘ommmiities. which include the 
backward classes, as enumerated on page 189, Part I of the (’alcutta 
rniversity Commission’s repoH, and Anglo-Indians. The Examining 
Board is inatrucbnl to submit to (jovernment a separate list of quali- 
fied candidates composed of members of the backward classes and other 
minorities (including Anglo-Indians), and (Tovernment reserve the 
right to ap])oini any (]ualifi(*(l candidate from that list. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: In the separate list of qualified candi- 
dates mentioned in the above answer, will the Hon’hle MemlM*r be 
pleased to state whether in the minorities stated a> imduding Anglo- 
Indians, the names of Anglo-Indians are shown s<q)arately by tliem- 
selves as .such? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No. 

Muhammadan Commissioners of dessore Municipality. 

*Xli. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: Will the RoiCble the 

Member in charge of the l)e[)ai’t incut of Loiul Self-Government I)e 
please<3 to lay on the table a statement .showing — 

(0 the number of electe<l and co-oj»ted Moslem municipal com- 
missioners; and 

(iV) the total num)>er of elected and co-opted commissioners; 
of the Jessore Municipality? 

(h) Will the Hoirble the Meml)er be pleased to state whether, in 
fixing the num^r of Muhamma<!an cr>-opted commissioners, the Gov- 
ernment observed the rule that where in election the number of elected 
Muhammadan commissioners is very small, the deficiency should be 
made up by nomination or co-option, so •as to make the number of 
Muhammadan commissioners, both elected and nominated or co-opted, 
one-third of the total number of commissioners? 
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(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negatire, will the Hon’ble the 
Member t>e pleased to st-ate whether the i Government are considering^ 
the desirability of observing the rule in future? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’Me Maharaja KehaHnish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur of Nadia): (a) (i) 1 and 3, respectively. 

The Hon’Me Maharaja KBHAUNiSH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: (a) (i) 1 and 3, respectively. 

(it) 12 and 6, resi)ectively. 

(h) There is no such rule. In extending the system of co-option 
to the Jessore Municipality Government issued instructidhs to the^ effect 
that the elected commissioners should select so many Muhammadans 
as the Magistrate would have nominated under the instructions laid 
down in Government circular No. 2T.M., dated the 2nd August, 1912, 
a copy of which is laid on the table. Before apiK>inting the gentle- 
men (!(M>pte<l by the elected Commissioners of the Jessore Municipality. 
Govenimcnt weic satisfied that they represented the various interests 
eoncenied and that adecpiate represent ation was secured for the 
Muhamraadaiis on the Municij»al Board. 

(r) The question does not arise. 

Circvlar .Vo. dated the 2nd Avfjust, 1912, referred to tn the 

reply to dame (h) of starred question .Vo. XII. 

I am directed to addiTss you on the subject of the j^rinciples that 
should he adopted iu suhinittiiig recommendations to Government for 
the appointment of municipal commissioners. One-third of the number 
of such ('ommissioiiers are under the law to be ni)pointed by Govern- 
ment, and it is cemsidwred desirable that some indication should l)e 
given of the policy Government wish to adopt in making these 
nominations. 

2. The object of I'etaining these nominations in the hands of Gov- 
ernment is to enable them to coiTeci possible inequalities iu the oj^eration 
of the elective system and to provide a necessary element of official 
exjierience in the coiqumation. The only difficulty that is likely to 
arise is with reference to what should be held to constitute an adequate 
representation of any paiiicular community or interest and, while 
recognising that circiiinstnnccs must differ in particular localities and 
that theiTfore no hanl-and-fast nile.can be eiifoi'ced, Government 
desire to indicate generally the criterion which may properly be used 
to guide the local officers in this matter. 

3. For the sake of simplicity the most common case of a munici- 
pality inhabited practically entirely by Muhammadans and Hindus 
iuaytl>e taken as an illustration. In order to form an opinion as to 
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the ^portional representation that each of these communities should 
rightly be given, statistics should be compileti to show-- (1) jwpula- 
tion'**H(o) Muhammadans; (ftt Hindus; (2) the number of voters— 
{a) Muhammadans; (h) Hindus; (3) the total rates paid by — (a) Muham* 
madans; (h) Hindus. These figures should be carefully considered by 
the local officer and, although it is not 8uggeste<i that the teats thus 
provided are of equal value, they will serve to correct what might 
prove an erroneous view of the importance of one (ominunity or the 
other were the populafion test to l)e taken by itself. Having thus 
formed his view as to the proper portion of the rpj)re8eiitation to which 
each community is entitled, the hK^al officer should use his nominations 
to correct any material variation from these proportions which may be 
shown by the ysulhs of the elections, after providing for the necessary 
element of official experience. After thus utilizing his nominations 
in the first instance, the residue, if any, should W distributed by him 
among various communities or interests in the way that may appear 
to him to be most equitable. 

4. The case of Lwal Boards and District Boards is somewhat 
different and the tests are not so easy t> aj>ply, but an endeavour 
should be made to follow the same principles in tlealing with nomina- 
tions to the8<> bcnlies also. 

Mauivi AaOUL QUADEH: Will the Hoii’blc Member be please<l 
to state whether any inquiry was made by (lovernment to ascertain 
if the number of co-opted Muhammadan members on the Municipal 
Board was 4 previously, that is, if the number (»f nominated (^immis- 
siouers was 4? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadias A full inquiry was made before a decision wa," ui rived at. 

Appointment of Muhammadans to head teaoherahip in high and 
training schoois. 

•XIII. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: in) Will the Hoirble the 
Meml>er in charge of the Department of Education Iw* pleiis4‘d to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Govi’minent t4> appoint a 
Muhammailan either to the jjosI of A-^sistant Dead Mastci or to the 
post of Head Master in every (jovernment high whooi and training 
school in Bengal? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble the 
Member be pleased to state when this will Ik‘ carrie<l into effect? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
HeiPble 8lr Abd^-Rahim) : (a) Government have every desire to 
increase the number of Moslems holding higher posts in the Education 
Department, but they are unable to commit themselves to the de^nite 
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procedure proposed , in so far such a course would inTolye a disregard 
of tile legitimate claims to promotion of non-Moslem officers already 
in the service. t 

(6) Does not arise. 

Promotion of Muliammiiion Kanungoee to iiib*Doputy CoHootorohip. 

*XIV. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the number of Hindus and Muham- 
madans, separately, of the Bengal Settlement Kanungoes who have 
been promoted to the rank of Sub-Deputy Collector from 1918 to 1925 P 

(h) Is it a fact that no Muhammadan was pn)moted^,to the rank of 
Sub-Deputy Collector from the Settlement Kanungoes from 1923 *to 
1925, though half a dozen of such appointments were made and given 
to Hindus? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member W i)lea(k*d to state the i-eason for not considering the claims 
of the Muhammadans? 

{(1) Are the Government considering the desirability of looking into 
the claims of the Muhammadans in future? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and (h) A statement 
is laid on the table. 

(c) and (r/) The merits of Muhammadan officers are considered. It 
is the policy of Government to give preference to Muhammadans if this 
is necessary in order to secure certain proix)rtion8 for appointment to 
Goveniiuent service. When the (juestion of pi-omotioii within the 
services arises, merit alone is considered. 


Staiement referred to in the reply to clauses {a) and (6) of starred question 
No. XIV showing the number of Hindu and Muhammadan Settlement 
Kanungoes promoted to the rank of Sub-Deputy Collector from 1918 to 1925. 


YKAK. 

liumber of Hindu 
S«ttl«ment Knnun' 
lto«s promoted to 
the rank of Sub- 
Deputy ColleeCor. 

Humber of Huham- 
roMan Settlenient 
Kanungoes promo- 
ted to the rank of 
Bub'Deputy Col- 
lector. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

1918 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


1919 

3 

1 

4 


1920 

3 

1 

4 ^ 


1921 

Nil 

1 

1 


1922 

H 

Nil 

3 

Notified in 1923. 

1923 

3 

Nil 

3 

Notified in 1924. 

1924 

2 , 

Nil 

2 

Notified in 1925. 

1925 

4 

2 

6 

1 
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1921^1 QUESTIOKS. ^ 

w Mmori Aimtngii Miniiltriai Ofllotrs* Conf^rtMt* 

«kv. Rti SATYENDRil NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Riiiadiirf 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Finance be pleased to state whether any memorial over the signature of 
Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, President, AlUBeugal Ministerial 
Officers* Conference, held at Dacca in December last, was submitted 
to the Government? 

{b) If 80 , what action has been taken on that memorial? 

(c) If no action has been taken, are the Government considering 
the desirability of examining the memorial in all its aspects and of 
taking immediate steps to redress the grievances mentioneil therein? 

* {dl Is it a fact that there has been an abnormal rise in the prioe- 
of staple food-crops? 

(e) If no immediate steps can be taken, are tlie Government con* 
sidering the desirability of granting an ad-iutenm allowance pending 
the final disposal of the memorial? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. T. EMERSON: (/i) Yes. 

(b) Government have considered the memorial and have sent a reply 
to the Hoirble Dr. Sir Devu Prasad Sarv’adhikary. 

(c) Does not arise. 

id) Government have no such information. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Peroentage limitations impoeed on the tim^soele of pey of 
ministerial officers. 

•XVI. Rfti SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahmlivr 

(«) Will the Hon’ble the MemW in charge of the ]>(*ixirtment of 
Finance be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that 
many ministerial officers have suffered owing to percentage limitation® 
insisted on at the time of introduction of the time-acale of pay? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of making an inquiry to ascertain^ — 

(i) the number of persons who have suffered ; and 
(n) to what extent? 

(r) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of removing the grievance? 

TIm HSfl*Ms Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) aiyd (b) Government are aware 
that the percentage limitations imposed by paragraph 6 (^) of reuolu^ 
tion No. 10278 F., of 17tb July, 19^, have in a number of cases limited 
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the increase of pay that would othhrwiee have been adniissible, but 
* cannot agree that this limitation involved any hardship to the officers 
^concerned. ^ 

(c) Does not arise. 

Tha rata of inaramafit of pay of loiaar gpada miniatarial Mmu 

«XVII. Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadtir: 

ia) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of 
Finance be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the rate of incre- 
ment of Ra. 3 in two years after 14 years’ service in the scale of 
R«. 35 — 35 — 40 — 2 — 68^3/2 — 80 for the officers of the lower grade of 
the ministerial ser\’ice has been found to be inadequate^ and has caused 
hardship to those officers who have to meet extra exi)enditure owing* to 
increases in their family members? 

(5) If the answer to (a) ia in the affirmative, are the Government 
■proposing taking immediate action for the removal of the hardship? 

(c) If the Government have doubts to the correctness of the fact 
etated in (a), are they considering the desirability of inviting opinion 
of the heads of depaHments on the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) Government do not considei 
the rate of increment inadequate. 

(h) and (r) Do not arise. 

Use of indigenous articles in Government Oflloes. 

*XVIII. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the IL.n bU the 
Member in charge of the Department of ('’ommerce be pleaded to 
litate : — 

(i) whether the Govenimeut are considering the desinibility of 
using country-made arthles, if available, in the depart- 
ments and offices under the Government of Bengal ; and 
(ti) what stei>s the Government are proposing to take in this 
matter? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson): (i) and (n) The question of framing rules 
for the supply of articles for the public service is under the consider- 
ation of Government. 

Dieoharged oiroie sohool ptndits. 

*XIX. RM SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahmiiir: 

(a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department 
Gf Education be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a number of 
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circle tchool pandits after senrinf? the Government for more than 15 
years have been discharged from their services on the abolition of circle 
schools due to retrenchment? 

(h) If the answer to (o') is in the affirmative, are the G»>vernuient 
considering the desirability of taking speedy steps to employ them in 
some other departments of the Government or as pandits in guru- 
training and other Government schools? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: io\ Yes. Government have 
decided that circle schools should be reduced to the status of primary 
schtKils and handed over to local bodies with suitable grants. 

(b) Circle school pandits who have been ordered to retire will be 
granted the pension or gratuity which will be admissible under the 
rules. In order to avoid unnecessary hardship, the Divisional Inspec- 
tors of Schools have been instructed to provide as many as possible 
of these pandits with suitable teaching and clerical up|>ointments in 
the Kducation Department. 


Health of Detenue Mr. 8. C. Bose. 

*XX. Bl^bu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (r/) Will the llon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Mr. Subhas Chandra Dose, a political prisoner 
in the Maiidalaya Jail, Dunna, has lo.st 10 lbs. in weight since ))eing 
placed in custody and has been suffering from insomnia, indigestion 
and rheumatic pain in the ])ack-boiie? 

(h) Is it a fiw't that he was accomnuMlated in a soil of MCMwlen cage 
during the dusty summer of Mandalay when the temi>eratiire used to 
rise to 1*J0 degrees? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Acrording to the 
last monthly report received from the medic‘al officer at Mamhilay, 
dated the 30th June, lO’Jo, Mr. Dose now weighs 10 lbs. nu»re than 
when he was arrested. He has had occasional indigestii>ii and com- 
plained of a pain in the hack, but lii.s general In’altb has throughout 
been described as satisfactory by the reporting medical officers, 

ih) No. 


Extensiofi of seto^ioe of Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam, Inapootor-Cenoral 
of RegistratiOfi. 

•XXI. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Ediication*be pleasefl to state what ig 
the usual term of office of the InsiMH'tor-General of Registration? 
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(h) How long has Kkan Bahadur Aminul Islam been holding tha 
post? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Mr. Fazl-ul-Huq, the then Ministe 
in charge, stated in the Council that the term of office of Khan Bahadu 
Aminul Islam as Inspector-General of Registration had been extende< 
by a short period ? 

(d) Has any further extension been granted to him? 

(c) If w>, what is the period of such extension? 

(/) Is it a fact that the post of Inspector-General of Registratioi 
is rest^rved for senior members of the Bengal Civil Service as a rewan 
for meritorious serv'ices? 

(//) Is it a fact that the retention of one incumbent beyond th( 
usual term of (►flice has the effect of depriving other eligible officer 
who have to retire without enjoying any prize jK>st? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) There is no Governmen 
order fixing the term of the office of the Inspector-General of Registra 
lion. The list below shows the periods for which some of the predeces 
SCO'S (»[ Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam held the office of the Ins[)ector 
General of Begistratiou : - - 

(1) Nawab Saiyid Amir Hossain -From I8th May, 1893, to 27t} 

DecemlxT, 1893, and again from lOth April, 1894, to 30tl 
June, 1894. 

(2) Kumar (iopendra Krishna Deb From 1st July, 1894, to 26tl 

March, I89r>, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Dilwar Hossain Ahmed -From 27th March 

1895, to 5th April, 1900. 

(4) Mr. 3\ K. Ghosh (born 28th January, 1848; had four exten- 

sions of servile) From (ith A})!*!!, 19(K), to 27th January’ 
1907. 

(5) Nuwab Say id Muhammad Khun Bahadur (born 22nd January 

1850; had seven extensions of service) — From 28th January 
1907, to 3lst March 1922. 

(G) Rai P. N. Mookherji Bahadur (lK)rn 22nd February', 1861; hac 
three extensions of ser^dce) — From 1st April, 1912, to 21si 
Febniaiy’, 1919. 

(h) Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam has been holding the post of the 
Insjrector-Geueral of Registration since 22nd February’, 1919. 

(c) Yes. Mr. Fazl-ul-Huq stated in (h)uncil that the term of the 
office of Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam had been extended by a limited 
period. 

((/) and ir) The question of granting a further extension to Khan 
Bahadur Aminul Islam has not arisen yet. 

c 
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if) The post of the Inspeotoi^General wm thrown open to members 
of the Benjral Civil Service in 18951, and deservinp men of the Service 
were api)ointed to it. • 

((jr) The question does not arise, as no tenn has been fixed. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR* May I ask a supplementary question f la 
there any special reason for havinj^ pranted such an extension to the 
Khan Bahadur? 

The Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I ask for notice of this 
question. 


Grand Trunk Reed. 

* ^KXII. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA; {a) Will the lion hie 

the Member in cliarpe of th(‘ Depaiiment of Public Works lx* pleased 
to state - what amount lias Ikhmi allotted this year for the ropairs of 
the (trand Trunk P(md from Il()wrah to Handel? 

{h) What step*', if an> , have been taken to remove the ]>resent 
unsatisfactorv condition of this road, especially of the portion from 
Howrah to Handel? 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tha 
Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson): (n) A suiti of Ks. 48,7(10 has already 
been either allotte'd or earmarked this year for ordinary repairs to the 
(traml Trunk Road from Howrah to Handel. 

{!>) A ^clleme for im))ro\nip and widening the metalb'<l ])ortion of 
the road from Howrah to Palta (ihat (Pljtli mib*^ has l)fH*n adniinistra- 
tively a])i)r(»ved at a total estimated cost of Rs. 8,91,800 and there la 
a budpet pixn'isitm of 2 lakhs this year f<>r expenditure on the work, 
wliich is now in propress. The condition of the nia^l from Palta (that 
to Handel is reporOnl to Ik* satisfm-torv. 


Santragachi-Bistoopur Chord Railway projaot. 

^XXIII. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERilEA: (a) Will the Hon'hlo 
the MemlK^r in i harpe of the Department of Public Works he pleaae<l 
to state whether the ]»roject of the Santrapachi-Hist<K)pyr (’hord line 
(Henpal-Napilur Railway), sanctioned some time apo, will be piven 
effect to soon ? 

(/;) If the answer io (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member Ik* pleased t/> state when the matter is expected to be 
taken in handf^ 

The Hon’ble Mr, T. EMERSON: in) and (/>) The Railway Board 
have decided to defer further consideration of this project for a time 
in order to watch the flow of trade and fhe development of suburban 
passwiper traffic. 

.8 a 
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•XXIV. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
the jx>wer of transfening Sub-Ilegistrars has been delegated to the 
Inspector-Cieneral of Eegistration ? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing? separately how many peimaiieiit Sub-Registrars 
were transferred — 

(i) during the five years previous to the apjwintment of Khan 

Bahadur Aminul Islam as In8])ector-General ; and 

(ii) during the first five years after he took over charge of the 

de[)ui'tment? 

(r) Is it a fact that Sub-Registrars are often transferred without 
previous consultation with and sometimeH against the wishes of the 
District Registrars P 

(d) Is it a fact that the jxdicv pursued by Khan Bahadur Aminul 
Islam in tnuisferring Sub- Registrars has evoktsl criticism and has 
created discontent P 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, are the (toveniment 
considering the desirability of eiKjuiring of the District Registrars? 

(/) W’^ill the Ilon’ble the Member Ih‘ pleased to lay on the table 
H stubMueiit showing 

(i) the names of Sub-Registrars, if any, closely or distantly related 

to Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam; 

(ii) the names of the stations to which they are postod ; and 

(ill) the dates of their postings? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (o'! The jwwer of transferring 
Sub- Registrars was delcgatetl t4» the Insja^ctor-Genenil of Registration, 
Bengal, by ^T>tification No. 1017, dated the 29th January’, 1918. 

(h) (i) and UD A t»tatement is laid on the tnble. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

(</) No new policy in regard to transfers of Sulv-R^gistrars is being 
j>ursued by Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam and Government are not 
aware that it has evoked criticism and created discontent. 

(e) No. 

(/) (i), (iD and (ni) A tabular statement is laid on the table. 
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Siatewuant referred to in the reply to clause (6) of starred yuestion *Vo. XX JV, 
shoving transfers of Sub-Bsgistrars rm^e during the years 1914 to 1929, 

Duriko the tenure op offcce of Rai Priva Nath Mukherjee Bahaoitr. 


1914 .. .. .. 

1915 (figures from April to June not available) . . 51 

1916 (figures from July to September not available) . . 64 

1917 .. ... .. ..146 

191S 117 

1919 (from January to 2l8l Febniary) . . . . 18 

During the tenure of office of Khan lUH\nuR Aminul Islam. 

1919 (from 22nd February to I)eeenil)er) . . . . 79 

1920 . . . . . . . . . . 129 

1921 .. ... .. .. 133 

1922 .. .. .. .. ..117 

1923 .. ... ... ... .. 121 


Slatrinfnt referred to in the reply to clausf' if) of starred question 

Xo. XXI y. 


Nanie« of Sub-ItejiiHtrfirs f'lowMy 

or (ltHtniitl> rolutod io Khan .Station. Dale of postm*;. 

Batiadur .Aininiil iHlani. 


3. 

4. 


Maulvi Sharif u I Islam 
{closely related). 

Habibur Hahinatu Proba- 
tionary Sub- Registrar 
(olostdy related). 

Abu Ahmad Abdullah (di.s- 
tantly relaRnl). 

Maulvi VVajehuddin Ah- 
mad, Probationary Sub- 
Registrar (di.stantly re- 
lated). 


Nabinagar (Tip|K*ra) 

(’omilla (Ht‘ad<iuar- 
ters). 

Madanpur (F’and- 
pur). 

Comilla (Headtjuar- 
ters). 


30th May, 1921. 

Dftieiating at Sarail in 
Tipftera from 6th 
July, 1925. 

2nd January, 1924. 

Oftieiating at Bud- 
hanti, in TipjHTa, 
from 20th March, 
1925. 


UnsUrred Quastiont 

(antwers to which wore laid on the table). 

^ Coal industry. 

1. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Ilon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleaned to state 
what ^ateps, if any, have been taken by tlye Local (iovernmeut on the 
recommendatioua of the Indian Coal Committee for the development of 
the coal industry of Bengal? 
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Tilt Hen’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: No action has been taken by the 
Local Government. The Committee's repq^ is under consideration by 
the Government of India who appointed the Committee. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask the Hon'ble Member 
in charge to make a representation to the Government of India to 
expedite the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should put your question in the proper 
form. You cannot make a request. Order, order. Please pass on to 
the next question. 


Waiting-rooms at Khulna Stoamer Chat. 

2. Mauivi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: {a) Has the attention of the 
Hon'ble the Member in c harge of the Marine Department been drawn 
to the inconvenience of passengers of steamers for want of any shade 
at the Khulna steamer ghat ? 

{!)) If so, will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, have been or are likely to be taken to remove the same? 

MEMBER in oharge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. T. Emerson), {a) Government have been informed that there are 
no waiting-rooms at Khulna steamer ghat. 

{h) No action cm the j)art of Government is contemjdatcul, as intend- 
ing passengers go on board at once, (»r utilize the waiting-roonis at 
the Eastern Bengal Railway station or the mughboiiiing hotel. 


Reclamation of the Saraswati. 

3. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: {a) Will the lion ble the 
Meml>er in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
the progress made up to date in the scheme for the reclamation of the 
river Saraswati? 

(h) IVill the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 

is any chance of the work being taken in hand in the near future? 

c 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'ble Mahimja KaNHinleh diifidra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): (a) 

Certain modifications will b3 made before the monsoon of 1926 io the 
Jamalpur sluice in the Burdwan district to enable an additional volume 
of mter to be supplied to the Saraswati, 
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Some of the bars in the Saraswati will also be cleared and the dense 
jungle on the banks cut. 

(b) These works will be taken up after the current monsoon. 


Discharged probationers of Civil Courts in Rangpur. 

4. Mauivi MAHI UDDIN KHAN: {a'\ Is the lloirble the Member 
in charg’e of the Judicial Department aware that several petitions were 
submitted to the Government in September. by the discharged 

probationers of the Civil (V^urts in the district of llangpnry 

• (bj If so, what steps, if any, were taktoi by the Government to 
redress the grievances of the said probationers?' 

(r) Is it the intention of the Government to take into consi«leration 
the «u|)erior educational (jualitications, office ex|>enence and length of 
service of the discharged probationers, now serving as additional clerks, 
and give them first claim to appointments as juidiatiomus to be made 
in the district of llangpur in the near future in piefereiue to tin* i laims 
of new' recruits!" 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD«UR-RAHIM: (o) Yes. 

ib) They have been retained as additional clerks. 

ic) (fovernment an* unalile to make an> such jimmise. They are 
under an obligation to provnle suitably for sm li permam*nt oHiiers as 
lost their appointment owing to retienchment. 


Proposed Bureau for recruitment of lascars. 

5. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the Hoirble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Depaitment lx* pleased to state what jirogress, 
if any, has been made regarding th(» < onstitution of the proposed 
Bureau at the Shipping Gfhce for reiruitment of lascars without the 
assistance of licensed shipping brokers'" 

The Hon’bie Mr. T. EMERSON: The matter is still under the con- 
sideration of Government. 

• 

Indian marcantila and industrial rapresenUtion on the Calcutta 
Port Commiaaion. 

e!' Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’bie the MemW 
in charge of the Marine Department l>e pleased to state what Hlej)s, if 
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any, are being proposed for the increase in the number of members of 
the Calcutta Port Commission so as to ha^e an adequate representation 
of Indian trade, commerce and industry of Bengal in the said 
Commission? 

Th$ Hofl*blG Mr. T. EMERSON: The member is referred to the 
answer given to unstarred question No. 13 at the meeting of the 17th 
February last. , 

Bflbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Our attention has been drawn to 
the answer given to Unstarred question No. 13 at the meeting of the 
17th of February last. It appears from that answer that the whole 
questi(jn is under the consideration of the Government of India. Mqy 
I ask tlie Ilon’ble Member in charge to expedite the matter? * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot make a r(‘quest Mr. Addy. Please 
pass on to the next question. 


Establishmont of medical schools with hospitals. 

7. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge f>f the Department ot I^ocal Self-Government be pleased to 
state what ste])s have been taken during the last three years and what 
f’trthei- ste|)s are proposed to be taken during the current official year 
tor the establishment of medical schools with hospitals in the several 
parts of Uengal ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: As a I’esult of the Medical School Committee’s Keport, Gov- 
ernment took up tln‘ (|uestion t»f establishing additional me<lical schools. 
A schocd was opened at Myrneimingh ; the hospital was constructed by 
mearus of generous local contributions and a substantial portion of the 
initial cost of the school was also raised locally. The recurring cost of 
the Hchoid is met by Government. A programme for the establishment 
of new medical wdiools, provisionally approved by Government, gave 
priority to Chittagong, Jalpuiguri and Berhampore. 

Estimates were framed and Government have since been in negotia- 
tion with local committees in these terms. These committees have 
prepared schemes for financing locally a portion of the cost of the 
schemes. The conditions with which local committees must comply 
were laid down by His Excellency Lord Lytton in replying to an 
address at Jalpaiguri, and are as follows: — 

hospital must he enlarged to provide 100 beds and 
brought up to the net'essary standard of efficiency. 
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Stcon^ly . — It must be endowed or provision made in some other way 
for its recurring changes. 

Thirdly . — A substantial contribution must be made to the capital 
cost of the school. (When this has Wen done, Government 
will help by undertaking responsibility for the rest of the* 
capital cost and the maintenance (*hargea of the school.) 

In Jalpaiguri Ks. 95*(HK) orhl has been raised by public subscriptions, 
towards the cost of extending the hospital and constructing a school ; in 
Chittagong, certain contributions have been ItMuliy pKunised, and in 
Berhainpore an appeal for local subscriptions has issued. 

Government have decided to offer to establi'.h new medical sch(»oIs 
in Chfttagong and Jalpaiguri on the terms laid down by His Excel lem y 
Lord Lytton, if the local committee satisfies (toviunment within a stateif 
date of its capacity to co-operate with (tovernment to the extent thus 
reipiired in establishing a medical school and enlarging the local hospital, 
(ioverument expect to make j>rovisi<»n in the budget estimates of 
27 for these two schools. If Chittagong or Jalpaiguri is unable to avail 
itself of the offer made, tlie oppoitunity of obtaining a medical school 
will be offered to other distiicts in which local committees have already 
been formed to prepare scliemes. 


Tolly’S Nala and Magra Hat Khal. 

8. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (n) Will the Hon bb the 

Member in chargee of the l)<‘pai t ment of Irrigatioi] la* pleased to state 
what steps have been taken or are proposed to Iw* taken ff)r the n*- 
exoavation of the Tolly’s Nala and Magra Hat Khal ami also for making 
the Tolly’s Nala navigable for country boats [dying from the easterii 
districts of Bengal as bebu’e*' 

(b) Will the Ilon'ble the MciuIhu* be pleased to lay on the table » 
statement showing the amount of tolls realised for traffic on the Tolly’s 
Nala during the last 15 years, year by year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia* («) Tolly’s Nala has recently been re-exejivated Wtween 
Tollygunge and Garia. It i.s not intended to re-excavate the portion 
to the ea.st of ^aria. The Magra Hat Khal will he silt cleared as 
funds Wcome available. 

It is not the intention of Government to re-open Tolly's Nala for 
boats plying from the eastern districts in view of the large expense* 
involved of maintaining the route and of the condition of the Bidyudhari, 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 
No. 8, showing the gross toll receipts from the Tolly^s Nala for 


the last IS years. 

Rs. 

1910-11 

86,372 

1911-12 

93,404 

1912-13 

80,723 

1913-14 

65,702 

1914-15 

53,413 

1915-16 

54,148 

1916-17 

48,290 

1917-18 

52,345 

1918-19 

85,036 

1919-20 

66,959 

1920-21 

62,430 

1921-22 

63,873 

1922-23 

74,145 

1923-24 

82,001 

1924-25 

. . 1,18,762 


Absence of electric light and fan in the Magisterial Courts at Alipore. 

9. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (n) Has tlu' atteiitio]) of the 
Iloii hie the Meuiher in ehai>r<* of the U<'venue Department been drawn 
to the ahsenee of electric light and fan in the (Vmrts of the ( ollector 
and Magistrate of the district <>f the 24-Parganas in Alipore!' 

(h) Is the Hon’hle the Member aware that this (‘uuses inconven- 
ience and suffering to the officers of (lov(*rnment. j)leaders, suitors and 
•other persons who resort to the said (’ourts? 

(c) If HO, will the Hon’hle the Member he pleased to state whether 
the (Government are (onsidering the desirability of issuing orders for 
the provision of electric lights and fans at an early date? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur 
of Nadia): in) Yes, 

(h) and (c) An estimate amounting to Rs. 42,000 has been approved 
.by Government, but it has not yet l)een jiossible to provide funds. 


Entertainment tax. 

10. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the department of Finance be leased to state 
what action has been taken or is proposed to be taken under sub- 
.aeetion (2) of section 8 of the Bengal Amusements Tax Act, 1922, to 
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exempt theatres, cinemas and other forms of entertainment from the 
liability of the Amusements ^Tax Act and restricting the operation of 
the said tax to race-courses and betting transactions on race-courses, 
on the grounds stated at a meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council 
by Mr. J. Campbell Forrester, a member of the said Council y 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMER80H: NW 

Donald Committee's recommendations. 

11. Mauivi 8AYYED 8ULTAH ALI: Will the llon ble the 
Member in charge of the Ap{H)intmeiit Department he pleased to stale 
what jsvere theVecommendations of the Donald (’ommittee as regards: — 

(i) the reduction of the cadre of tlie Bengal Service 

( Executive) ; 

(ii) the proportionate iiHTease in the entire of the Siihordimite (^ivil 

Service ; and 

(ij?) the salary for tlie Subordinate Civil Service? 

The Hon'blo 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: The member is referred to 
the report of the Committee, which is laitl on the lahrnrv tutde. 

Donald Committee’s recommendations as to the pay of 8ubordinate 

Civil 8ervioe. 

12. Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: («) Will the Hon'ble the 
MeiiilK*r in charge of the A|)])oin1ment Department 1 m‘ pleased to state 
whether the majority of the Donald (^)mmittee recommendetl an 
increase in the emolument- of the Suhonlinate Civil Servir-e? 

(/;) If so, what wa> the N<ale of pay suggested? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; The memlM*r is refeired to 
the iej)ort i»f the ('ommittee. which i.s laid on the Lihrary table. 


Telegraph office at Mehendigan] thana. 

13. Mauivi FA2LAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be 
pleased to lay •tm the table a statement showing separately for the 
Sadar and other three subdivisions of the Bakarganj district the names 
of the thanas which have got no telegraph office? 

(h) Are the Government considering tln^ desirability of moving the 
proj)er authorities to open a telegraph office at the Mebendiganj thana 
of the said district? 
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The Hofl’hle Mr, T. EMERSON: (a) The information desired will 
be found at pa^ifes 474 and 475 of the Bengal Civil List, corrected up 
to the Ist July, 1925. 

(h) No. 


Criminal oases in MehemligatiJ thane. 

14. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: AVill the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a siatement showing: — 

(i) the number of criminal cases that were brought to notice in the 
Mehendiganj thana of the Bakarganj district, under the 
following heads : (a) murder, (b) dacoity, (c) theft and (d) 
rioting, in the years from 1922 to 1925 (up to July); and 
(u) the number of such cases sent up by the j)olice for trial and 
the number in w’hich the accused were convicted from 1924 
to July 1925? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (?) and (n) A statement 
giving the information is laid on the table. 


8tatem4>nt referred to in the reply to unstarred question So. 14, showing crime 
in Mehendiganj police-station in the district of Bakarganj during 1922-25 
(up to date). 



Number of rc|H>rt<*d 

Number of 
Hrnt tip 

N iinibiT (>f 
rani'n luidlnu lu 
conNicthn 

1 

Number of cases 
pondinu — 

Crime. 


In— 


by the polirc 
for trial tn — 

Police in. 
NcHtluatlon 

Trial 


1922. 

I9-M. 

192 ». 

ie2r» (up 
to 1 tth 1 
July). 

1924 

192.'> (up 
to 14lh 
July). 

1924 

1 

1925 (up 
to 14th 
Juh ) 

1924 

1925 

1924. ! 

1925. 

Murder , . 

1 

2 

3 

5 

3 1 

3 

1 



2 


3 

Diieolty . . 

1 

1 

1 


1 { 


1 






Then .. 

4S 

35 

40 

13 

10 

4 

9 

4 



1 


Blotlng .. 

3 


2 

5 

2 

4 

1 



1 

1 

4 


Steamer servioe for Chikantfi. 

IS. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: ia) Is the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department aware that two steamers run daily 
between Madaripur and Tarpassa and that for the last four or five years 
both tbe steamers used to touch at the Chikandi Civil Courts? 

(b) Is tbe Hon'ble the Member aware that one of the steamers has 
ceas^ to touch at the Chikandi station from 1924 ? 
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(c) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that the abolition of the 
stoppage of one of the steamers at the Chikandi station has caused 
inconvenience to the public.^* 

(d) Is the Hou'ble the Member aware of the representations made 
by the public, through the Subdivisions! Officer, Madaripur. and other 
channels for the stoppage of the steamer? 

(e) Is it not a fact that there are six sub-agency stations between 
Madaripur and Tarpassa and that Chikandi is the only station where 
one of the steamers does not call? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member considering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the steamer company with a view to the stoppage 
of both the steamers at the Chikandi station? 

• The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Government are informed that the express service steamers 
running between Tarpas.sa and Madaripur ceased to call at ('hikandi 
in June, 1924, as it was essential in the public interest that the service 
should continue to run to good time. Cliikandi is. Government under- 
stand, ade»c)uately served by intermediate service steamers. 

(d) and (c) Government have no information. 

(f) In view of the reply to no action is contemjilated on the 
part of Government. 


Provincial dudioial Sorvioe. 

16. Bahu BORODA PR08AD DEY: k>) Will the Hon hie the 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether it has been aM ertained that there are more officers in the 
Bengal Provincial Judii iul Service than are recjuired for the work to 
be done by them ? 

(h) Are the Government con.sidering the desirability of (‘ailing for 
statistics of cases, together with the opinion of the judicial head of 
each district? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (h) No. 

Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: Am 1 to understand that it has 
been ascertained or having ascertained the answer is No 

The Hon’ble S.ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The question ha.s been investi- 
gated and the answer is in the negative. 


Bengil Exeoutive Service^ 

17. Babu BORODA PR08AD DEY: fa) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Apf>ointment Department be pleased to state 
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whether it has been ascertained that there are more officers in the 
Bengal Provincial Executive Service than are required for the work to 
be done by them ? * 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of calling for 
statistics of cases, together with the opinion of the executive head of 
each district? 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and (b) No. On the 

contrary, Government has for some years been faced with the necessity 
of increasing the service to cope with the growing volume of work. 
The question whether any of this work can be done by a cheaper agency 
has been recently under the consideration of Government. 


Dankuni Canal. 

18. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased t<» state 
what further steps have been taken for the re-excavation of the 
Dankuni Khal (from Baidyabati to Bally) in the district of Hooghly? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: The work will betaken up next cold weather. 


Transfer of Muhammadan Subdi visional Offloers from Jessore. 

IS. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: ia) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware that Babu Anadi 
Nath Sen, the present Subdivisional Officer (»f Bongaon, in the district 
of Jessore, is a native of Paigram, a village v(‘ry (lose to the Sadar 
and Narail subdivisions of the Jessore district, and that, previous to 
his appointment at Bongaon, he was the Subdivisional Officer of 
Magura in the same district for several years? 

(/>) Is it a fa(’t that the newly appointed Subdivisional Officer of 
Magura is a Hindu gentleman, who is a native of Kalia, in the Jessore 
district ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Mr. Nurannabi Chaii- 
dhuri, i.r.s., formerly Sulalivisional Offi('er of Jhenida, Jessore dis- 
trict, was transferred from this district after a year's service and that 
Mauivi Kalimuddin Ahmad, Subdivisional Officer of Magura, has just 
l)een transferred within two years of his service in Jhis district and 
that both these Muhammadan gentlemen are natives of the Rajshahi 
Division ? 

((/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
why Muhammadan officei's Wlonging to different remote districts serv- 
iuj? in the Jessore di.strict have so soon been transferred while Hindu 
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ofBcers belonging to the Jessore district or to a neighbouring district 
are j^ted as Subdivisional Officers and even kept for a long time as 
Subdivisional Officers of two subdivisions in the same district? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be also pleased to state the 
reasons why at present there is not a single Muhammadan Subdivisional 
Officer in any one of the five subdivisions of the .lessore district? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the grievances of the ^Muhammadans of the .Tessiire district in this 
matter? 

The Hoffble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (i,) to (/) The fiutn 
stated in this (jiiestion are suKstantially rorm t. Ofiicers are po.sted to 
sTtbdij-isions by Government on con.sideration of public interest and 
with due regard to the otbcers, from time to time available. Reiiuests 
for Muhammadan officers are complied with wlien smh otbcers are 
available and they can be posted to particular stations eompatiblv 
with the public interest, but Government do not undertake to find 
a Muhammadan officer for any specific station. There is no founda- 
tion for the sujffrestions which have been made to the (’hief Secretary 
that Maulvi Kalimuddin Ahmad was transferred on account of any 
complaint a^rainst him. There has been no such complaint; on the 
other hand, he is reported to have done j^ood work at Majfura. 


Superintendent and Deputy Superintendent ef Police in Jeeiofe 

District. 

20. Maulvi ABDUL QUADER: io) Is the Hon'blc the Member 
in char^fe of the Appointment Department aware that both the Super- 
intendent and Deputy Superintendent of Ihilice in the district of 
Jessore are Hindus? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that Muhammadans fomt 
two-thirds of the }>opulation of the said <listrict ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is a feelin^r of dissatisfaction ainon^rsl 
the Muhammadans of the district, <iw iiij? to the absence of any Muham- 
madan officer as Superintendent or Deputy Sufierintendent of Police? 

{tl) Are the Government considering the desinibility of postinj^ a. 
Muhammadan as Superintendent or Deputy Superintendent of Police 
in the district of Jessore in the near future? 

The Hofi’lHe* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

ih) The proportions mentioned in the ([uestion slightJy overstate the 
proportion of MuhaiUmadans. 

(c) Government are not aware of it. * 

(d) No. 
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21. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURl': Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to 
state — 

(?) what are the facts reg^arding the death on the 10th June, 1925, 
of the three mill-hands of the India Jute Mill Company, 
Limited, Serampore, who were found suffocated in a pit 
adjoining the mill; 

(ii) what compensation, if any, has been paid to the dependants 
of the deceased; and 

(Hi) what steps, if any, have been taken to prevent a repetition 
of the accident? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (?) A mivstry, who was working 
«on piping at the surface of an old well that had recently been brought 
into use, dropped his footrule into the well. He placed a ladder in 
the well and climbed down to recover the foot-rule. When some way 
down the ladder, he fell to the bottom of the well. A coolie w’ho was 
watching him descended the ladder to go to his assistance, and also fell 
to the bottom, jifter going some distance down. A sirdar attempted 
to go to their assistance, and the same happened to him. The three 
bodies were brought to the surface, and attempts to revive them were 
uiiHUccessful. The well was found to contain asphyxiating gas, a 
lighted flame going out in it at a depth of 3 feet. The gas is believed 
to lmv(‘ generated in the surrounding soil and to have percolated into 
the well through chinks in the wall. 

(ii) None. The matter is ponding before th? Commissioner of 
W orkmeiCs (Compensation. 

(???) The mill authorities have filled the well up with ashes and 
placed it out of use. 


Causes of strike in Rishra Jute Mills. 

22. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state what were 
the causes of the strike of mill-hands of the Presidency Jute Mills at 
llishra, which occurred on the 19th of May? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: In the absence of serious public 
reasons for doing so, (Government are not prepared to publish their 
information regarding the causes of particular strikes. 
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Detective staff in districts. 

29. Rai SATYENDRA* NATH ROY CHOUDHURI •aliaclurs 

(a} Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Departineut 
be pleased to state : — 

(/) whether it is a fact that the majority of premeditated and 
preconcerted crimes of a serious and heinous nature remain 
undetected a^d that this is due in every tlistrict to the want 
of an ade(iuate detective staff; and 

(n) whether it is a fact that the ordinary police ofiicers, being 
engaged in administrative and clerical duties, are able to 
devote little time for the detection of crimes, as also for the 
preparation of proper records necessary for detecting pre- 
concerted crimes P 

(h) Is it a fact that experience has shown that the Heserve Police 
Sub-Inspectors generally are iliscontented with the clerical part of their 
duties? 

(c) Are the (ojvei iiment considering the desirability <»f appointing 
a committee composed of othi iaK and non-officials for reorganizing the 
department with a view to strengthening the ordinary detection d4‘pait- 
ment, either by separating it fiom the administiative staff or by (*niploy- 
ing in it moie talented and traine<] ofticers of detective ability? 

The HorPble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: u/) Tin member is 

leteiim] to tin* aii'-wei gi\en to the mistarred »j\ieslion No. asked by 
him at tin* meeting of the Ib'Hgal la*gislati\e (’onncil Indd on the ‘Jbth 
Argn>.1, 

(//) (roveinment aie not ewaie ot any '■uch leeling among Kesiove 
Sul)-! nsjiectois. 

(r) (Toverimnml do not considei that sm li a committee Ufnild sei v(» 
any usetul purpose. 


Reduction in the piece-work establishment in 
the Bengal Government Press. 

24. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in chaige of the Department of Finance be pleased to 
state: — • 

(/} whether there has been any reduction in the piece-work 
establishment of the Bengal (/overnment iVess; 

(it) if so, the reason for the same; and * 

(i/i) the exact number of the piece-workers who have been go dealt 
with? 
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(h) Are the Government contemplating further reductions in the 
piece-work establishment? 

(c) Has any reduction been effected in any other department of the 
Press ? 

(fj) What is the respective strength of permanent and temporary 
hands in the piece-work establishment in the Bengal Government Press? 

(e) What is the number of piece-work compositors who have applied 
for pensions and the number of, those who were Ranted pensions during 
the years 1922 and 192-‘l, re‘jpectively. 

(/) What is the number of jiermiinent members of the piece-woTk 
establishment who have been granted pensions during the aforesaid 
period ? ^ 

(f/) Is it a fact that there is no provision in the Bengtil Government 
Press for the annual classification of men employed on piece-work, such 
as obtains in the (Government of India Printing Press, Calcutta? 

(h) If so, on what basis is their efficiency tested, and on what basis 
are their promotions given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: {a) (/) Yes. 

(li) Falling off in the volume of work for hand compositors. 

(Hi) Thirty-six compositors and ten distributors. 

(h) Yes, if work continues to fall. 

{(') Yes, in the salaried estaWishment also. 

{(1) Piece permanent — piece temporal y — ‘108. 

(c) Number of piece compositors who apjilied fui- pension — ,‘1 in 1922; 
7 in 1928. Number grunted pension — 8 in 1922; 7 in 192-). 

(/) 1922—8; 1928—7. 

(//) and (/C 8'here is provision for this in rule 87 ot the Rules for the 
“ Management of the IMinting Department of this Government.” The 
rule is as follows: — 

Rri.i: 87. — When the average earnings of a man working on piece- 
rates, i,f., excluding earnings on hour woik, exceed the maximum ol a 
higher grade, or fall below the minimum of his present or lower grade, 
he will be eligible for promotion, or liable to remand to the grade 
indicated by his average earnings {i.e., to the grade the maximum of 
which is exceeded). This is ascertained by multiplying the total earn- 
ings of the previous 12 months by 2o and dividing thecproduct by the 
numlier of days he worked during that period, reckoning 25 days of 
7 hours each as the niimlier of working days in a month, and the over- 
time of a morning or night as 8 hours. Fractions of a rupee are 
taken into account in calculating a man’s average earnings. For every 
promotion to a higher grade a man will be regraded yearly up to three 
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years from the date of such promotion. 

Men are eligible for promotion 

up to the following grades: — ^ 

Grade. 

Rs. 

Compositors 

60 

Distributors 

18 

Machinemen 

30 

Machine Inkmen 

14 

Pressmen 

20 

Inkmen 

14 

Fly boys 

10 

• ^ ^ Binders 

30 


Quick and correct work, us well us (general conduct and attendance, 
will he considered Wfore prom(>tinj? a man to a higher jfrade. Men are 
liable to he remanded to a hiwer ^nade for careless work. As a rule, 
ungraded men are not employed on alterations; hut they may he ijrrailcd 
temporarily on the suhmissiem of three months* composition.’* 


Cost of pim-work astaMishment and si^Mrvising ttaff in the Press. 

25. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (u) Will the Hon’hle 
the ^feml>er in charp‘ of the Department of Finance, he pleased to 
.state the co.st of the j»iece estahlishinent ami .supervisinj^^ ‘•taff of the 
Fre^s in the year.s 1905 and 19‘.?5, respts tively ? 

ih) Will the Hon'hle the Member he pleas<Ml t(j stale the cost of 
the final setting; up of a forme by lino and memo ami I hat by hund- 
conipositors, resjiectively ? 

(r) I.s it a fact that there is no juovision for a W(»rk.s Ciimmittee in 
the Ben^ral Government Ihess)' If .so, why? 

(/I) Will the Hon’hle the Memlw'r he ]deased to state the scale of 
pay of the Superintendent and the Deputy Superintendent in the Press 
at present and previous to the year 19130, respectively? 

The Hon’bie Mr, T. EMERSON, (a) The cost of the piece estab- 
lishment and sui>ervisin^f «taft' of the Press in the years 19(15-00 and 
1923-25, re.spectively, wa.s — 

1905-00 — figures not available; cost of [>iece establishment, 
1924-26"- Rs. 1 ,94,280 co«t of supervisinff estahlishmont, 
1924-25 -Rh. 35,172. 

* (6) It is imjyossible to jfive a re[»ly to tjiis f|ueHtion. The cost of 

settinf? up a forme must vary acfM)rdinj? to the nature of the matter, 
the amount of detail contained, and other similar consideration. 


A 
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(c) There is at present no Works Committee. Employees have been 
assured that any grievance will receive dull consideration by the 
Superintendent. 

(d) Superintendent— (1919) Rs 800—40—1,000; (1924) Rs. 800—^ 
50 — 1,250 plus P.A. Rs. 100. Deputy Superintendent — (1919) 
Rs. 400—500; (1924) Rs. 550-40—750. 

Cost of printing and tlio number of offloers in the Prese. 

26. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Dejiartment of Finance be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the amount of printing, in terms of cost, done' by the ^)re8S 
during the period from 1910 to 1923, year by year; and 

(//) the number of Dejmty Superintendents and Overseers 
employed in the Press in 1914 and at present? 

(h) Is it a fact that formerly one Suj)erintendent and one l)ej)uty 
Superintendent used to supervise the work done by the Press for Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa together? 

The Hon’ble Mri T. EMERSON: (0 These figures are not *nvail- 

uble, as the costing system was introduced irj the press with effect from 
1924-25 only. 

(ii) Number in 1914 — l)e])ut_v Superintendents, 2; ( tverseers, 3. 

Number at luesent — Deputy Superintendents, ;t; Ovei seers, 4. 

{h) Prior to the 1st April, 1912, Bengal included Bihar and Orissa 
(but ]iot liastern B<*ngaO. The woik of the Govei iinu'nt Piess was 
then supervised by a Supei intmident and a l)e))uty Sujhu inlendcnt. 

Non-inclusion of piooo-work compositors and binders in 
1923 revision. 

27. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: [a) Will the lion hie 

th(‘ Member in charge of the Dep.n tment of Finance be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a geneial grade increment has recently been 
sanctioned to lino (»])eratoi*s, printing machinemen and distributors, all 
of the piei*e-wn>rk establishment of the l*ress? 

{h) Is it also u fa(‘t that the above imueinent has not been sanctioned 
to piece-work compositors and the members of the Binding Depart- 
ment ? 

(r) If the answers to (n) and {h) are in the affiAiutive, will the 
HonTde the ^fember be pleased to state the reasons for the differential 
treatment ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. T. EMERSON: Y es. Grade increments were 

•auctioned for lino operators, machinemen and distributors of the Press 
in September, 1923. 
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(6) The grading of piece-work compositors and binders was raised’ 
in October, 1920, as a result of the revision of the Press establishment 
sanctioned by Government afcd therefore they were not included in the 
revision of September 192*1. Gr\de increment-s are granted from time 
to time to these employees under the rules made for the management 
of the Printing Department of this Government. 

(f) The question does not arise. 

Cost of romovsl of Press from Writers* Buildings to Alipors. 

28. BldMi HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in clyirge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
tlte table a statement showing — 

the amount of machinery, in terms of cost, purchased for the 
G(*vernment Pre>>, Ilengal, for the years 1918, 1919, 1929, 
1921, 1922 and 192:i. vear hy year. 

(jO the amount sj)ent by Goxernment for the building at Alipore, 
where the press is at piesent located; 

(;//) the cost of traiisterring the Ibe.ss from Writers’ Buildings to 
’ Alij)()ie; 

(ir) the amnunt sanctioned hy the Government us tram-hire of the 
emidoyees during the first, few months of the transfer of 
the Press ; and 

(r) the amount actually si>ent on that head? 


The Hon'ble Mr. T. EMERSON: d) The costs incurred are given 
below ; - 


Hs. 


1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 

1922- 2d 

1923- 24 


6(1,450 

21.080 

1.23,528 

1,34,415 

2,12,156 

34,200 


(it) Us. 

(1) Cost of land ... 2,30,761 

(2) Cost of buildings, including sanitary 

work and sprinkler installation ... 16, (Ml, 797 

(3) Cosf of electric installation, not includ- 

ing motors, installed by the Press 
Department for their printing ... 2,45,037 


Total ... 20,82,596 
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(in) It is not possible to estimate the cost of transferring the Press 
to Alipore; the work of removal was doni* by the Press motor lorry. 

(I?’) No specific amount was sanctioned; payment for three months 
only was sanctioned. 

(c) Rs. 11,429-12-3. 

Danger signal on Bhowanipore Road Bridge. 

29i Mr. Cl B. CHARTRESs (a) Vi ill ihe Hon’ble the Member in 
chorgc of the l)ej)artinent of Public Works be i»leased to state whether 
he is aware that a notice is still exhibited on the Bhowanipore Road 
Bridge over Tolly’s Nala reading Danger; sj)eed not to exceed 5 miles 
per hour ”? ‘ 

(/v) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be i)lettsed to state — 

(/) the degree of danger to users of the bridge; 

(//) the reasons for it; and 

(ill) what stej)s, if any, are being taken to remove the same? 

Tho Hon’Me Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) Yes. 

(fj) (i) The bridge is in a weak condition and might collapse, if 
severely strained. 

(u) Fatigue due to old age and deterioration of the metal. 

(ni) The construction of a new bridge will be taken in hand shortly. 


Aooommodation of students of depressed classes in Government 

hostels. 

30. Dr. MOHINi MOHAN DAS; (a) Is the Ilon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Education aware that the students 
belonging to the depres.se<l classes are not allowed to reside in Gov- 
ernment hostels attached to .schools and colleges in Bengal, except the 
Dacca Jaguiinath Hall North House? 

{Ii) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
provision for the students of the depressed (lasses in the attached Gov- 
ernment hostels? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; («) Government are aware that 
students belonging to the depre.ssed classes are unable to reside in 
Govejnment hostels intended for Hindus other than^the members of 
the depressed classes. 

[h) Provision of the nature desired has already been made in several 
cases, and Government ar« anxious to make, or to assist in making, 
the necessary provision wherever a real demand manifests itself, sub- 
jedi to the necessary limitation of finance. 
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English dishes and Indian refreshment on inland steamers. 

t 

31. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN OA8: ui) Is the Hon'hlc the Meinlwr 
ill chai'jre of tlie Murine Departnuent aware that for supplyinjij' Knuflish 
dishes to the upper elass passenjrers on inland steamers, servants. ete.» 
are maintained at the co'^t (d the (’oinpany. wheieas the Indian refresh* 
ment vendors shop on the'^e steamers is sohl to the highest bidder y 
(/>) If the answer a) is in the attirmative. will the llon’hle the 
Meml)er l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement showin^s^ the rec eipts 
from the Indian vendor and tlu^ disbursement under this head to the 
saloon staff, for eaeh steanuM' separatcdyy 

• The Hon’gle Mr. T. EMERSON: and {If) (foveinment have no 

informatioii. 


Purchase of paper by Government. 

32. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: tu) Is the Ilon’ble the 
Member in chaiyre of the Department of t'omnieree aware that the 
followitip^ resolution has been passed at a nuudin^ of the Kunkinuru 
Labour rnion, held on Saturday, the 27th June, under the presideney 
of Mr. K. (' Tlay (Miaudhtiri, 

“ That as a result of (Tovernment plaein^^ orders for paper from 
abroad many of the workers of the Tita^rhur Pa])er Mills 
(’ompany, Limited, are unemployed, and urpre the Dov(Tn- 
ment to reconsider its decdsioti and to place orders with 
Indian papu' mills and thus preserve the sfmrce of employ- 
ment of hundreds of educated and un-educated paper m ill 
workers.” 

(h) Is there any foundation for the charge {ormulated in the said 
resolution ? 

(c) Is it in the contemplation of the tJovernment to j^ive effect to 
the sujjfg’estion embodied therein y 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing: for the last five years: — 

(i) how much worth of paper has been purclmsed by the (lovern- 

meiit of Bengal ; and 

(ii) the names of the mills from which paper has been purchased? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) No. 

(b)f (r) and (d) The local Government«indeut upon the Govemment 
of India for their stationery, including paper, and are not ihemacdvea 
purchasers in the market. 
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Question of retransferring Sylhet and Cachar to Bengal. 


33. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DAm; (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government of India consulted the Government of Bengal 
on the question of the retransfer of Sylhet and Cachar to Bengal? 

(b) If so, what reply has been given by the Government of Bengal 
thereto ? 

(c) Will the Hon 'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
copies of the whole of the correspondence which the Government of 
Bengal may have had with the Government of Assam and the Gov- 
ernment of India on this question ? 

f 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (^) and ih) There has 
been corresi)ondence on the subject with the Government of India, but 
the Government of Bengal have not been in a position to give any 
considered opinion on the proposal. 

(c) Government are not prepared to lay the conesjmndence on the 
table. 


Confinement of Lai Khoka, a transportation prisoner in Berhampore 
Mental Hospital. 

34. Mauivi AFTAB HOSSAIN JOARDAR: ui) Is the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Kevemie (Jails) aware that 
one Izzat Ali alian Lai Khoka was sentenced to trans|)ortntion for life 
under section 302, I.P.C. (vide trial No. 3/G of 191G in the Court of 
the Additional Sessions Judge of Jessore — Empeior versus Izzat Ali 
alias Lai Khoka) ? 

(b) Is it a fact that ever since his conviction he has been kept in 
the Berhampore Lunatic Asylum under the plea of insanity? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state: — 

(t) by whom was he medically examined as to his mental condi- 
tion at the time of his conviction ; 

{ii) whether he has been re-examined at any time after that; 

{Hi) whether he is still insane: and 

(tv) whether there is any likelihood of his being sent to the 
Andaman convict settlements at an early date? 

MEMBER in olyui^e of ^DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (MILt) 
(tlio HoiPMo Sir Hugh Stophonton); (a) Yes. 
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(b) He was in the Presidency Jail for 11 months after his convic- 
tion and was then transferred to the Berham|)ore Mental Hospital, 
where he has remained. 

(c) (i) It does not apjwar from the Jails Department’s records 
whether he was medically examineii at the time of his conviction. 
Before bein^j transferred to the Mental Hospital he was examined by 
the Superintendent of the Jail, Major Thompson, i.m.s. 

(n) Yes. He has b^en examined from time to time by the Sujwr- 
intendent of the Mental Hospital and has also been seen by the visitors. 

iiti) The last report was received in I)eceml)er, 1924. It showed 
that he was insane. 

Hr) No. 


Suadighi and Gangakliali Khals. 

35. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: w/) Will the lion ble 
the Menibt*! in ( ha r^'c oi the Department oi Irri^mtion be jdeustnl to 
explain why (he amount of Its. 1,99.909 [ucivided in th(‘ biid^^et of 

1924- 25 for the ne(es*^ary work of draining the basin of Suadighi atid 
(jan^Jrakhali a/u/.c .lo\p)pal Khals and for tlie silt clearance of these 
khals within the Tainluk .subdivision of the district of Midna|>ore, wa.n 
not sp<Mit ? 

(h) Will th(* Hon’ hie tin* Member be plea.scfl to state why 
amount has been luovided for this jiurpose in the budget of the y»*ar 

1925- 29? 

(r) Is the Hon ’ble the Member aware that — 

(0 the basin of the Suadijrhi ami (taufrakhali Khals is a W’ater- 
lopped area : 

(it) there is almost no draiiia^re, owin^r to the siltin^r up of the 
.said khals, which are the only means of drainujfe; and 

(tit) the fieople have lieen sufferiiif?- for a long time from loss of 
crops and from malaria? 

(d) Is the Hon ’ble the Memla*!' aware that the fH*ople of^ie locality 
in the year 1922-23 cleared silt of some pfwtion of the saief khals at a 
cost of alwmt Rs. 25,090 raised by themselves under the patronage of the 
then Magistrate, Mr. Cook (now (Commissioner, Biirdwan Division), 
and the then Subdivisional Officer, Bubu Satish Chandra Mazumdar? 

(e) Is the Hon ’ble the 3feml)er aware that the attention of the 
Government was^rawn to the fact mentioned in (d), and they promised 
to take up the work themselves and, as a first contribution, the amount 
of Rs. 1,99,000 was provided in the budget of the year 1924-26? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to relieve the distress of the people concerned and to redeem the 
promise already made? 
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(y) Ih the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Public Works Depart- 
ment did not allow the people concerned to clear the silt of these khals 
as they did in 1922-23? 

(h) Is it a fact that only lately the people were allowed to clear the 
silt by the Public Works Department? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: {a) The amount was not spent ])ecailse tin* project was under 
revision with a view to reducing the cost of the works and also 
subsefjuent maintenance chaiges. 

[h) No provision has been made in tht* lunlgei of the current year, 
because the piocedure laid down in Act VI ol 192(1, must fiist be 
completed. 

(r) (/), (//) and {Hi) Yes. 

(d) Yes, 

(r) Yes. 

(/) Yes;*tlie final project was sent to the (’ollectoi some time ago 
to take action inider Act VI of 192(1. 

if!) No. 

(h) No. A special order was issiuMl eavl\ last March stating that 
every facility should be given to the ])eople to exianate the Jovgopal 

Khul. 


Dafadars and chaukidars of Union Boards. 

36. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA; iu) Will the lion ble the 
MemlKT in charge (d‘ the l)ej)urtment of Lo<al SeH-tiovernment be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken to contribute towards the 
salaries and e(juij)ment of the dafadars and chaukidars of the I iiion 
Boards, as jrrovided under secticm d7 of the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act V of 1919)? 

(h) llofi much money under this head has been spent by Goveim- 
meiit in the H(M)ghly district in 1924-25? 

(c) Th it a fact that almost all the immey realised by most of 
the Union Boards is s|>ent in meeting the sidaries and equipment of 
the dafmlars and chaukidars, leaving a veiy little sum for the works 
of rt*al impn>vements c»f the Unions? 

Tbo Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia; {a) and (r) A ivference is inviteil to Government’s reply on 
the 18th February, 1925, t^) a similar question by the member. 

(h) No money has Wen spent by Government in the Hooghly 
district on this account. 
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Saraswati and Kana Nadi. 

3T. ' Babu TARAKNAtA MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Houhlp the 

Member in chartre of the Department of IiTijration he plea8e<l to sUite 
what further stejts have been taken for the re-<‘xeavation of the rivets 
Saraswati and Kana Xadi, in the distriets of ]l,a)jv|,iy .„„i n,„vruh? 

(6) How niuoh money has been allotted this year for the re-exeava- 
tioii of each of those tw*) rivers. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

Nadiat (a) It is ruit inteiMhMl to U'-t'xeai iite th(‘ Kaiia Nudi, whii'li 
is already lar^jfe enoujrli to eaiiN the available^ snj>])ly of >\ater: the 
S^ra.sw'ati wil4 he cleaied ot liars and ,}mit;le in the ('oinin^f- cold 
weatGer, 

(h) Kana Xadi- Nil; Saiaswati 

Re-excavation of a canal near Sugandhya Union in Hooghly. 

38. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (f/) Will the Hon'hle the 
^[einher in thai^e of the Depailinent of Irrij^ation he ])h‘aHt»il to state 
whether it is a tact that the areas coverc'd hy Aninan (to]mlua^:oi(*, 
Aiiainlaiiaproi e, liar it and other jilaces in the district of ll(H>jfhl \ an* 
often visited by fliswls cau.sin^ h»Hs of crops and spitsuliir^ discust^sy 

(h) Is it a fact that a petition .si{j:ned hy n lar^re nunrlier of pHiple 
of those places was snhinitte<l, over a year a^o, to the ('(munissioner 
of the Ilunhran Division, ]uayin^- tor the re-excavation of a small 
canal, alHiut thice-toui ths of a mile in Icnj^th, from Makhatala to 
Temoni (near Siij^'-andhya l iiion, in tlie ilistriet of llfMi^rhly)^ 

(r) Is it also a fact that the local authorities and the District Ajffi- 
cultiiial Officer made due iiH|uiiie> and were convim tMi of the need and 
urg-eiicy of the schemed 

(d) Will the Ilon’hle the MemlK*r 1 r* pleaserl to state whether the 
s(‘hpme is under consideiation ^ 

(e) If sf>, what steps, if any, will In* taken in the near future to 
combat the AihmIs in those place>? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: (a) Yes. 

ih) It is uSderstoTMl that representations have Wii made to the 
Civil Officers. 

(c) Yes. 

(//) and (e) The matter has h<*en referiK»d to the Irri^fation Depart- 
ment to make enquiries and, until these enquiries have Wn completed, 
it is not possible to say w'hat step.s can he taken to relieve the floojing. 
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Strike of engineering employees of R.8.N. and B.I.8.N. Companiea. 

39. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI : Vill the Hon’ble the Member 
in charfre af the Department of Commerce be pleased to state whether 
there are any facts in the possession of the Government regarding 
the prolonged strike or Iwk-out of the engineering employees of the 
Il.S.N. Co., Ltd., at Garden Reach, and of the B.I.S.N. Co., Ltd., 
Siilkea? 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. T. EMERSON. Government possess reports on 
the subject, but, in the absence of serious public grounds for doing 
so, are not prepared to publish their contents. 


Alleged unemployment of mill-hands of the Titagar Paper 
Mill Company. 

40. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Depaitment ot Commerce be pleased io 
state the cause of unemployment among the (unployees of the Titngar 
Pa|x»r Mill Company, Limit4‘d, at Titagar and at Kankinara? 

(h) Is it a fact that the decision of the Goveniment to placo 
orders for j)ajK‘i from abroad has caused shnkness of employment 
in Bengal pajH‘r inillsP 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON, (a) Government have no informa- 
tion regarding the present state of emi)loyment at the mills in question. 

(h) Government are not awaie of any such decision. The member 
is referred to the answer to items (7d, (c) and (7) of a question on 
the subject put at this meeting by Bahu Akhil C'handra Datta. 


Promotion of Muhammadan Sub-Deputy CoHoctora. 

41. Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether any Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collector has been promoted 
to the Bengal Civil Service (Executive Branch) during the years 
1920-25? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will ^ihe Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names of the Mumammadan Sub-Deputy 
Collectors (if any), with their length of service, who were nominated 
by ^eir respective district oflScers on the years 1920-24 ? 
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(d) In case no Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collector has been pro- 
moted to the Bengal Executive Service during the vears 1920-26, are 
the Government con.sidering the desirability of fixing a certain percent- 
age for the appointment of Muhammadan Sub-Deputy Collectors as 
Deputy Collectors each year? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (u) No. 

(h), (c) and {d) Rerpmniendations for promotion are made by the 
Revenue and Afeniculture and Industries Departments and by the Board 
of Revenue. The merits of Muhammadan officers are considered. It 
is the policy of Government to preference to Muhammadans, if 
this is necessary in order to secure certain jiroportions for first appoint- 
m^t of Goverftment service. M hen the (luestion of jiromotion within 
the services arises, merit alone is considered. Government are not 
prepared to publish the names of officers who were nominated or recom- 
mended for promotion, but were not promoted. 


Muhammadan Matriculate Kanungoes. 

42. Mauivi 8AYYE0 SULTAN ALI: (o) Will the Ilon’hle the 

^lember in chaiyj-e ol llo* Dejiai tnuMit of Hevenue he pleased to state 
whether it is a tact tliat at the tinu‘ of leii uitmeiit of kanun^nics for 
the Renp’al Survey and Setthumuit opmations .some Muhammadans \\(*re 
appointed in the ‘'Uid vei\i(e wloi had jiavsed tin* Entiaiice Kxaniina- 
lion, as that was fixed a^ the niiniinum (jualificat ion foi the Muham- 
madans ? 

(h) Is it a tact that ’'iiicc I!M7-1S. pioniolionv of kai»un;.Mteo to the 
Suhordinate iOxecutive Sfoviia* ha\«* heen mad<‘ on the ha^i> fd’ efluca- 
lional (jualificat ion , and as a ic'-ult (d that thf‘ claims <d tlic Muhaiii- 
niadan kanunp'oes udeirtMl to in {<ii have heen hUperscfh'd h\ then 
fellow kanun^‘oe^, wlm are l..\>. oi L'.As. 

(c) If the answer to Oj) ami (//) aie in the alhrniat ive, will the 
Jloirhle the Menihei he pleased If) state the reasons for vrivin^ yii'efei- 
eiice to (Mhu ational (| iialitif at ions lusteafl ot «dficienc\ in vvoik? 

(d) Will tile Hon’iile the Memhef he plea.se«l to state what ananjLfc- 
ments, if any, are hein^^ mafic foi makiny^’ the said Muhammadan 
kanung-oes permanent in theii’ Ncivices and safeguarding their promo- 
tions to the Subonlinate E-xecutive Servic«‘? 

The Hon’bicb Maharaja KSHAUNiSH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
af Nadia: {a) No seyiarate minimum (yualification was fixed for Muham- 
madans. Some undergraduates have heen apjiointed from time to 
time as special (‘ases and there are many Muhammadans among them. 
(b) No. 

(r) The que.stion doe.s not arise. 
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{d) The posts of kanungoes are temporary and Government do not 
propose to make any special arrangements for Muhammadan Matriculate 
kanungoes. 


Inspectors of CivM Veterinary Department. 

43. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether the Inspectors of the Civil Veterinary Depart- 
ment, Bengal, have had any increase of pay since 190»S, except for the 
change in 1915, when the pay of the Inspectors of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam was co-ordinated with that of officers of the same class in 
Bengal ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Finance Department about a year and a 
half ago accepted a suggestion of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries about the increase of the pay of Inspectors, the scale being 
Rs. 125 to Rs. 225? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether that suggestion has been given 
effect to? 

{d) Will the Hoirble the Member be pleased to state whether 
memorials have been received by tlie Government from the Inspectors 
of the Civil Veterinary Department about increase of pay? 

(c) Is it a fact that the pay of the Provincial aiid Ministerial Ser- 
vices and of the menial staff has been substantially increased sinfe 
1908? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that owing to there being no 
increase in the pay of the Inspectors, they are suffering from acute 
distress, owing to large increases in the cost of living? 

{()) Are the Government contemplating tlie giant of an increase of 
pay to the Inspectors of the (’ivil Veterinary Department during the 
current year? 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): {a) The existing 
scale of pay of Veterinary Inspectors (Rs. 100 — 5 — 175) was first sanc- 
tioned for the Inspectors in the province of Eastern Bengal and Assam 
in 1909. The jaiy of the Insj>ectors in the province of Bengal was 
Rs. 70 to Rs. 150 in seven gmdes, till 1915, when it was co-ordinated 
with that of Eastern Bengal Inspectors. Fourteen out of 16 Inspec- 
tors employed at that time were benefited by this change. Since then 
there has been no revision of- pay of these officers. 

(</) Yes. 
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(^) Tl^ere has been a revision of pay of these services. 

(5), (c)j if) and A revision of the pay has l)een under diHCussion 
for some time and orders will Oe passed as soon as funds ai'e available. 


Deputy and Sub-Deputy CoNeolert. 

44. Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: ((/) AVill the non’ble the 
Member in charge of th^ Appointment Department be plejvsed to state 
whether it is a fact that the (jovernment accepted the principle of 
reducing the cadre of Deputy Collectors and proportionately increasing 
that of the Sub-Deputy Collectors by employing them on the same 
woik, as is done by the Deputy (k)llectors, as reiommended by tl»e 
Derflgal* Retrenchment Comniittee, and that the (Government for that 
reason formed the Donald Committee to submit recommendations on 
the above matter? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state whether it is 
the intention of the Government to invest the Sul>-Deputy M agist rate* 
fieely with first class powers? 

(r) If the answer to (/>) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the leasons therefor? 

id) Have the Goveinment any facts before them to show that the 
Sub-De])uty (’ollec tors, wh(» are already vested with first (dass jK>wers, 
have been found to be deti(‘ient in any way in the dischaige of iheir 
more resj)onsible work? 

ie) Are the Government considering the desirability of employing 
more freely the full services of the Sub-Deputy Collectors as first <dass 
Magistrates? 

(/) Have the (lovernment considered the fact, that by employing 
the Sub-Dei)uty Collectors on Hie duties hitherto jiei formed only by 
the Deputy (’ollectois, the cost of udministration may be cheapened, 
and that the separation (»f Executive and Judicial functions may be 
made in the near future without much ailditional expenditure? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The memWi in 
referred to the resolution of the Ap|w)intmcnt I)e|wii*tment, No. 1227 A., 
dated the 28th January, 1925, a cojiy of which is laid on the library 
table. No dec^^ion on the jirini iide (»f reducing the cadre of Deputy 
Collectors and pioixirtionately iiidcasing that of Sub-Deputv (’ollectom 
could be taken until all the factors affecting expenditure involved in 
that principle had been examined. The pay of the Subordinate Civil 
Service was such a factor and was one of the terms of reference to 
the Donald Committee. 

(5) to (f) The question of vesting a larjjer numlier of Sub-Deputy 
Collectors with first class magisterial powers is under the consideration 
of Government. 
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Babu BE JOY KRISHNA BOSE: May I ask the Hon’ble Member 
in charge when it is expected that GoTeqiment will come to a decision 
with regard to the question of investing Sub-Deputy Collectors with 
special first class powers? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I hope we shall come to 
a decision quite soon. 


Holidays to and arrangements for extra food for Muhammadan 
prisoners on Id-ul-Fitr ” and ** Id-uz-zuha.*’ 

46. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY,: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Depai-tment of Revenue (Jails) 
be pleased to state whether the Mussalman prisoners were grantetl a 
full holiday on the last Jd-nUFitr festival? 

(/;) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting two 
days’ holiday for the Bnkr-ld and one day for the Id-ul-Fitr to the 
Muhammadan prisoners of Bengal in future? 

(r) W’ill the Hon’ble the Member be j)lease(l to state whether 
arrangements were made for giving meat to the Muhammadan prisoners 
ill tlie jails with a majority of Muhammadan ]»o])ulati()n on tlie last 
Bakr-Id day? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: in) Ye ; a full holiday 
W’us granted. 

{})) One day’s holiday is allowed lor the Id-uhFitr nud one for the 
Bnkr-Id. ( hivernment <io not jjr(»]»os(> to (•hanu(Mliiv nilo. 

(<•) No .s]>eeial ariangement was made lor giving nuMt to Muliain- 
madun prisoners on the last Bnkr-Id day. lOxtra food i> allow<^d (tn 
i\u* Id-nl~Fiti da\. 

Visit of Jails by Jail Visitors. 

46. Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY; (^/) Will the Ifon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jailsl be pleased 
to state the reasons tor the District Ofticer’s retpiesting an ordinary 
jail visitor to visit the jail in a certain month during the year, apart 
from the ])eriodical (‘ommittee visit? 

(6) AVhut are the reasons which preclude the jail visitor from 
visiting jails according to his own choice and convenience? 

The Hon’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) Under rule 64 of the 
Jail Code it is the duty of the Chairman of the Board of Visitors to 
arrange a roster for weekly visits to the jail, so as to ensure that 
thejail is vivsited regularly. 
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(6) The object of the rule i? to secure the regular %’isiting of jails 
every week and it is not intended to prechuje a visitor fit^m visiting 
the jail at other times, if he so desires. 


Babll BORODA PROSAD DBY: With regard to the roster of 
weekly visits, I, as a member, had been askcni in May to visit in 
November 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ]3r. Dey, you should put your question in the 
proper fcriu. You cannot make a statement while putting a question. 


Routine for Special Visitors of dtili. 

• 

47«* Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: (o) Will the llon’ble the 
Member in charge i.f the Department of Hevenue iJails) be pleased to 
state what is the routine adopted by special visitors gencrully in 
respect of visits paid to political prisoners? 

(f>) Do they iec(U(l any remarks after their visits in any register 
kept in the jail? 

(c) If the answer to (ht is in the aftirniative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to la\ on the tabh* copies of sui h remarks? 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (n) and (/>} The ordinary 
routine is tor the spei iai visitors to visit all the prisomu's, usk ques- 
ti(/ns and hear any complaints that may be made; they then enter their 
remarks in the Spei ial Visitors’ Dook. 

(n The remarks reemded by visitors, whether special or ordinary, 
arc forwardi'd by the Superintendent of the dail to the Inspector- 
(feneral ol Prisons, I’ln* remarks of special visitors are also sent to 
the (Tovernmenl ot llengal, (fovernment are not juepared to lay them 
VI] the table. 

Transfer of certain polioe-stations from Sadar to Lalbagh subdivision. 

48. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: {a) Will the llon’ble the MemWr 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of thi* (lovernment to transfer police-stations 
Hurshi and Kan inagar fiom the Sadar to the liulbagh subdivision of 
the Murshidabad district? 

(6) Is it a fact that the people of these police-stations have made 
representations against .such proposal? 

The Hofi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) It is understood that 
the Inspector-General of Police is considering measures of retrench- 
ment in the Murshidabad district, but his proposals have not yet 
reached Government. • 


5 
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(h) Repreaeiitation^ against any change in the jurisdiction of the 
lUuinagar thana have been received, ai^ will be considered before 
orders are passed on such proposals as the Inspector-General of Police 
may have to submit. 

Abolition of certain thanas of the Murshidabad distriot. 

49. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQS (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment are contemplating abolishing thanas Daulatabad and Raninagar? 

(h) Is it a tact that the people of these thanas have made a re- 
presentation against such prt)p()sal? - 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) and (h) Reference 
is invited to the reply given to another (|uestion put at this meeting 
hy the member. A represontaUon has also been received against the 
abolition of the “Daulatabad” thana, which seeing to be that known 
otficially ))y the name of “ Daulatbazar ”, and this will be similarly 
considered. 

Water-hyacinth as a manure. 

50. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the llon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Agricultuie and Industrie^ Ik* pleased 
to state whether burnt hyacinth has been proved to be a good manured 

(If) If so, are the Government contemplatiiig any mganised propa- 
ganda work to encourage the cultivatois to use it as such^ 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (o) Yes. 

(If^ Pamphlets and leaflets to this effect have been ciiculated. The 
member is refei'red to the answer to iinstarred question Xo. 84 (nt {ii) 
given at the meeting of the (\mncil held 'on the !.^‘trd Tanuary, 1922. 


Alleged committee to consider water-hyacinth problem. 

51. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
ill charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to .«tate whether it is a fact that the Government had recently formed 
a committee to consider the problem of eradication of water-hyacinth in 
Bengal ? 

(Ij) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, was the committee fully 
lepresentative, i.c., were any public bodies invited to^send their repre- 
sentatives to the said committee F 

(r) If so, what Muhammadan public bodies were invited to send 
lepresentatives to the said committee? 

(d) Did any Muhammadan public body refuse to send its representa- 
tives to the committee P 
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(e) If there was no non>official Muhammadan on the committee, will 
the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Muhammadan community is the largest in 
the agricultural population of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) to In November 
last a small informal confcrem c was held, consisting of officers of (lov- 
ernment departments concerned in dealing with the water-hyacinth and 
of representatives of three of the leading voluntary non-ymliticol 
oTganisutions in the provim^e engaged in social service work in the 
mufassal, r/r., the Bengal Social Seiviee lituigue, the Bengal Health 
A‘*’K)ciation and the tVntrul t'o-operative Anti-Malarial So<*iety. I his 
tottference ap|t>inte<l a conimittee of their own to consider certain 
^luestions relating to the subject. No <(»mmittee such as is contemplated 
in this <iues(ioii has heon appointed hy (b»vernment. 

Dredging of Nadia rivers. 

52. Mauivi AFTAB H088AIN JOAROARs (a) Will the IloiriJe 
!lic Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation he pleased to 
^tate whetlier it is in the ( tmtemplation of the Ofjvernment to dredge Hit* 
iveis Mat liabhanga , Hhaiiab, and Navaganga, where, owing to uec\i- 
iiulation of sand, llien coniieition with their sources lias been ol)struct*‘d 

(h) If the aiistser to {tn is jn the i»ffirmativt‘, uill the Hon’ble the 
Member lie ])leascd to state whether any definite scheme has lieen 
foiniulated foi' the puipose^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

)f Nadia: (o> Iheie is n<j s< heme before (io\ernment for dredging the 
Matliablianga. (ro\ernment have under consideration two schemes, one 
!oi flushing the Meheijuir branch of the Bhuiruh and the other for open- 
ng the head of the Navaganga, hut it not intended to use dredgers. 

(h) Two definite schemes have been formulated, one for the Bhnirali 
iml one for the Navaganga. 


Rules of procedure for Bills to be brought before the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

53. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: in) Will the Hon’ble 
he Member in ^charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to 
tate — 

(i) under what provision of the Government of India Act the 
’’rules” referred to in notification No. 1592 L., dated 
the 19th July, 1925, relating to Ijilk intended to be brought 
before the Bengal Legislative Council, have been mad^ 

5a 
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(it) the reasons for making such rules ; 

(in) the reasons for holding such rul^ to be consistent with rule 
19 (/) of the Bengal Ijegislative Council Rules? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
are similar rules in force in other Governors’ provinces? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
HOfl’Me Sir AlnLur-Rahiins (a) (i) The rules are not made under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. They are non-statutory 
rules prescribing the procedure to be followed in dealing with a depart- 
ment of Government. 

(n) The main object was to remove the misunderstanding^ pre- 
valent among non-official members as to the steps to be taken to 
secure sanction prior to bringing Bills before the Council, and as to 
their responsibilities in regard to legislative projects launched by them. 

(in) Rule 19 (/) of the Bengal Legislative ('Council Rules refers to 
dealings with the Council. Sub-rule (:^) of that jule makes the receipt 
of sanction a necessary preliminary to the giving of a valid notice 
under sub-rule (7). These non-statutory rules deal with the pre- 
liminary stage, and do not affect Council procedure. 

(/>) Government have no information. 


Waiting-rooms at Tarpasa Junction. 

54. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine l)ei)artment aware that Tarpasa steamer station, 
in the district of Dacca, is the junction of Narayanganj-Chandpur, 
Madaripur and Goaluiido steamer lines? 

(h) Is the ilon’ble the Member aware of the number of steamers 
which daily touch at that station ? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that Tarpasa is one of the 
most important stations and that a very large numl)er of passengers, 
both male and female, pass through that station? 

{(I) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware that there are no vaiting- 
rooms for second class passengers on the station flat and that the first 
class waiting-room on the flat is a passing room to the pfficers’ quarters 
and that there is no separate place for first class lady passengers? 

(et Is the Hon’ble the Meml)er aware that there are no waiting- 
i*ooms for lady passengers of the second, inter and third classes on the 
flat, and that they have to suffer from exposure and for want of proper 
batl;*rooiUB and privies? 
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(/) Is the Hon^ble the MemW aware that prorisioa for kdkw can 
be made with a small expenditure on the upper story of the receiving 
flat at the station ? 

ig) Is the Hoii’ble the Member (onsidering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the Steamer (’ompany to the ini|K>rtance of making 
proper provision for waiting-rooms for both male and female passengers? 


The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: (o) and (c) Yes. 

ih) (Government have no information. 

{(f), (<••) and (/) (Government aie informed that second class passenger>» 
are allowed the use of the first class waiting-i<M>m. It is not pr<i|Kwed 
to* provide separate first and second class waiting-rooms for holies ot» 
the station flat. The Steum(‘r ('ompanies, however, have intimutetl 
that they will see if it i> possible to improve the accommodation gener- 
ally. As regards inter and third class lady pa.ssengers, (Government 
are itiformed that there is fenced ncconimodalion for them tm the 
upi^er deck of the flat, free from exi^sure and with suitable hathro(»m 
and privies on the deck ladow. 

(//) (iovernmetit do not propose to take any further action in the 
matter. 


Appointment of lawyers to District Judgeship. 

55. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: in) Will the Hon’hle the Member in 
charge of the A j)j)oiTitnient lh‘partment he pleased to state whether it 
IS a tact that only one practising lawyei has been ap|)oiuted as a l)is- 
tiict -Imlge and that that appointtneiit was made in June, 

(h) It so, will the Iton’hle (he Mem!K*r he pleased to state tho 
reason> why no otluT practising lawyer has been appointed as a Dis- 
trict Juilge siiM'e that date'^ 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH STEPHENSON: u,) Yes. 

{h) The memlM*r is referred to the reply to another (piestion put by 
him at this session. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I want to know why not more than one 
member of the Bar has been appointed. T.s it because the Civil Service 
take a bivdherly interest in the members of^ the Bar? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSqNs It is because the Civil 
Service has to guard the vested interests of the provincial Judicial 
Service. 
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Mr. A. C. BAMIRJBE! Are those interests unlimited? 

Mr. PREfIDEMT: You should take Vhe permission of the Chair. 

Mr. A. C. BAMERJEE! I should like to ask, with your permis- 
sion, whether the interests of the Civil Service are to remain intact 
and those of the Bar held at a discount. 

Mr. PREEIDEMT; The que.stion does not arise. Please pass on 
to the next q<ie.stiou. 


FrM primtry education within municipal arda*. 

B6. Maulvi AM AN AT KHANi (//) Will the Hoii’ble the Member 
in chafj^e of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
Government contemplate impartinjr compulsory and free primary edu- 
cation within munii'ipal areas, wherever municipal commissioners 
recommtmd to the Government and extend their helping hands for 
the same? 

(h) How many municipalities applied lor the same and how many 
of them ffot the final sanction of the Government durin^^ the year 
1924 - 25 ? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be please4l to state whether it 
is a fact that a scheme lor compulsory and free primary education 
within the Chittaffon^^ Municipality, reconimended by the commissioners 
of the diittajfonp Municipality and approved by the Inspeitor ol 
Schools, Chittagong Division, has long been lying for the final sanc- 
tion of the (fovernnient ? 

(f/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hoirble the 
Member be pleased to state when the final .sanction may be expected? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of expediting 
the matter as the said municipal commissioners are ready and anxious 
to give effect to it ? 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
«aid municipal commissioners to introduce the scheme in anticipation 
of the final sanction of the Government giving them a definite pledge 
for the Government grant asked for? 

The Hon’hle Sir ABD-UR*RAHIMS (a) Government are willing 
to consider schemes for compulsory and free primary education, pro- 
vided the local bodies fulfil, all the conditions laid down in the Primary 
Education Act, precedent to the introduction of compulsion. Local 
bodies normally find it easier to start on a voluntary^ hmis. 
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(6) During the year 1924-25, ten schemes were submitted in con- 
nexion with the provision free primary education on a voluntary 
basis within municipal areas. Of these, four schemes were aanc- 
tioiietl, juul six were under consideration. 

(c) A scheme for free primary education within the Chittagong 
Municipality on a voluntary basis was received by the Director of 
Public Instruction, but is awaiting the provision of funds. 

(J) Demands are being submitted to Council this session, which 
will include an amount from which this scheme, when finally approved 
by Government, can be financeil. 

(r) Yes. If Council votes the necessary funds, the scheme will be 
pP(M'^ded with. 

(f) The scheme cannot be pro(‘eedeil with unless and until the 

iiei'essarv proviston made in the budget. 


Copyists and typists of Courts and subooription to Providtnt Fund, 

57. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Jndit ial Department be pleased to state 
whether any officer, in whose case subscription to the existing Pro- 
vident Fund is (Munpulhorv, is jaumitted to withdraw the amount plut'od 
to his credit or to stop further pjiyment to the General Provident Fund 
:is an optional >ubs(‘iil)er pritu' to becoming a compulsory subsi'iibcrP 

{!>) Ts the Ilon’blc the Meml)er aware that some of th(‘ copyists and 
typists of Courts, who were optional subscribers to the General Pro- 
vident Fund, and who are now- obliged to pay one anna ja*r rupee of 
their earnings as compulsory stibscribers to the existing Provident 
Fund, are put to great hardship to pay two subscriptions to the Pro- 
vident Fund, and that they are^ anxious to stop their optional subscrij)- 
tions to the General Provident Fund? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleuM^l to state whether they 
may be allowed to du so if they so de'^ire? 

(r/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble tbe 
Member be pleased to state whether they will be allowed interest on 
the amount deposited after they intimate their desire to withdraw and 
atop further payment? 

• 

Thu Hon*blu Sir ABD«UR«RAHIMS (<r) Typists and copyists who 
are optional subscribers to the General Provident Fund are not permit- 
ted to withdraw their deposits in the above Fund, but may discontinue 
•ubscriptions to it on becoming compulabry subscribers to the Pro- 
vident Fund specially created for them. 
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(h) The answer is in the negative. 

(r) Vide answer to (a). t 

(fJ) The interest admissible under the rules of the General Provi- 
dent Fund will be allowed. 


Public AocounU Committee, 1924-25. 

58. Mr. 8YED M. MA8IH. (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state the reasons 
why no meetings of the Public Accounts Committee, appointed for the 
year 1924-25, have ever been held? 

(6) Will the Hou’ble the Member be pleased to state how and when 
he proposes to submit the report of the Committee to the Council? 

The HOfl’bIc Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) Because the Auditor-GeneraFs 
remarks on the Appropriation Report for 1923-24 were not received 
until after the close of the year. 

(5) It is hoped that the report of the Public Accounts Committee 
will be placed b(‘fore the Council during the next session. 


Irrigation schemes for Howrah district. 

59. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the lion hie the 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state - 

(0 the Irrigation schemes under the consideration of the (loverri- 
ment for the district of Howrah ; ami 

(n) the stage at which each one of those s(‘hemes stands at present. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA* RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (?) (a) Amta drainage scheme. 

(b) Dahuka Khal. 

(c) Kamaniala regulator. 

(n) (a) The project has been sent to the Collector of Howrah for 
taking action under Act VI of 1920. 

(h) An estimate has been sanctioned for th^ survey of this 
khal, with a view to its improvement. 

(c) A project for building a regulator at the head of the 
Eamarnala has been sanctioned and money has been 
allotted and the work will be taken up during the next 
cold weather. 



1925,1 


QUESTIONS. 


01 


Ktiulm^Barml sttMitr ttrvlM. 

00. Rai SATYENDRA* NATH ROY CHOUOHURI SaliaStiri 

(a) Will the Hou’ble the MemWr in charjre of the Marine Department 
be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that the sewiid class steamer fares in the 
Khnlna-Barisal Express and Mail steamers are dispropor- 
tionately hiph: 

(ti) whether it is a fact that the aecommodation and urranjrements 
in the sec‘ond and inter (dasses are unsatisfactory and incon- 
venient ; and 

(ill) whetTier it is a fact tliat no return tickets are issued by the 
^ Steamer Coinj)any as is done in the Railways? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawiuf? the 
attention of the River Steam Navigation Company to the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: {a) (i) and (lii) Government have 
no information. 

(ii) Government are informed that the accommcKlution and arrauf^e- 
ments are satisfactory. 

(b) The answer is in the ne^rative. 

Legislative Business. 

Government Bills. 

The Howrah Bridge Bill, 1924. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. ^EMERSON: 1 be^ to move that the Howrah 

Brid^^e Bill, 1924, be referred to a Select Committee, consistinjj of Mr. 
H. C. Liddell, Mr. *1. A. Wo<»dhead, Mr. G. G. l)ey. Balm Jutindra 
Nath Basu, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, Babu KhaKcndra Nath Ganffuly, 
Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob Alev, Mr. Huseyn Shaheed Suhmwardy, 
Maulvi Wahed Ilossain, Mr. Syed M. Masih, Mr. G. Morjfan, Mr. 
K. Campbell, Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy and myself, five to form a quoiaira, 
with instiaictions to submit their report for presentation to the (kmncil 
as soon as possible. 

At the Augrust session of 1924, a Select Committee was appointed 
by the vote of this Council, but as a result of a subsequent motion that 
the Bill should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions, the 
appointment of the Select Committee fell through. It is for this 
reason that a fresh Committee is proposed to be appointed al this ses- 
sion. The result of the circulation of the fiill for the purpose of elicit- 
ing opinions has been to show that the weight of opinion generally is 
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against the expense that would be incurred in constructing a perma- 
nent bridge for which purpose this BiH was originally framed. The 
Bill, however, admits of mouincations in its taxation clauses so as to 
provide a semi-permanent bridge if such a type is preferred by the 
Council on account of its smaller (!ost. 

Omitting from consideration bridges of the pier and girder type, 
as they are considered inadvisable on account of the risk to the port 
owing to the possible effect of the piers on the course of the river and 
its tides, there are three main types of bridges which are considered 
csuitable for our purpose, first, a cantilever bridge — the cost of which 
would be Rs. 32 lakhs per annum spread over GO years, second, a twin 
ffoating bridge which would cost with its appi-oaches Hs. 24 lakhs per 
annum for 40 years, and Ihirdly, an improved and wider single-£oafing 
bridge on the present site, the cost of which is estimated to be Rs. 1 
lakhs per annum for 40 years. 

The finance clause of the Bill provides for laising by taxation the 
‘amount required to meet the loan charges for the capital cost of a per- 
manent bridge of the cantilever type as recommended by the Commit- 
tee of Engineers. If the construction of such a bridge is undertaken, 
the Government of India will consent to the taxation specified in 
clause 8, sub-clauses (Hi), (iv) and ( r). If, on the other* hand, a bridge 
of a semi-permanent type is to In? constructed such as a floating bridge, 
taxation under these sub-clauses wdll have to be omitted from the Bill. 

Though adhering to the opinion that tlie needs of Calcutta can be 
met adequately only by the provision of a permanent bridge. Govern- 
ment, in view of the great weight of opinion opposed to the exj>ense 
that would be involved in its construction, are prej)ared to accept the 
OounciTs decision as to tlie cost that should be incurred in constructing 
the new bridge. ^ 

It will be the duty of the Select (^mimittee to consider all the 
opinions that have been elicited by the circulation of the Bill and to 
give full weight to these opinions in making their recommendations to 
the Council. 

As regard.s the personnel of the Select Committee I should like to 
say a few words. The Committee was selected by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Donald after considering how it should represent the various interests 
in the Council, so that he could get the best opinions as to the Bill 
which is before the Council now. I am at present, however, in a Tery 
embarrassing position; there are various amendments proposing addi- 
tions to the personnel of the Select Committee which would, if all 
accepted, raise its-number from 14 to 25. Well, for a Select Committee 
25 is an exceedingly unwieldy number and myi position is that I cannot 
xe^use to accept any member of the Council on the Select Committee. 
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So, uttless there is some modification in the amendments which are pro- 
posed, I have no help but accept the whole 25 for the Committee. 
I therefore throw myself at the mercy of the gentlemen who have been 
proposed and who are proposing them in order that the Committee may 
be reduced to reasonable dimensions and that at the same time it 
should represent adequately eveiy' section of opinion in this House. 

Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, with your permission I 
want to say something bn the general principles of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose t(» have the amendments niowd first 
and then I shall have a general di.scussion. 

Mr. P. N. ^GUHA: Sir, in view of what the Hon ble Member has 
said I want to withdraw the amendment which stands in my name. 

The following amendment was then, by leavi* of the (^>uncil, with- 
drawn : — 

Mr. P. N. CUHA to move, by way of amendment, that in the motion 
of the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson, after the name “ Mr. Tarit Bhusan 
Roy” the following be added, r/:.. “Sir Erovash Chunder Mitter, Rai 
Badridas (foenka Bahadur ”. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I move, by way of amendment, that in the motion 
of the Ilon’hle Mr. T. Emerson, aiter the nann* ” Mr. Tarit Bhusan 
Roy” the following be added, n:., “ Mr. J. E. Snaith 

1 think it will be considfied by man\ that that section of the 
community which Mr. Snaith represents in the Council in the rapacity 
of the Master of the Trades Association should have a place in the 
Select Committee. I, therefore, de.sire to move iny amendment. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1 move, hy way ot amend- 
ment, that in the motion of the Hon'hle Mr. T. Emerson, after the name 
” Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy ” the following be added, vie.. “ Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy, Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea, Bal)u Surendra Nath Ray 

I may say in this connection that Dr. Roy represents a constituency 
which is affected by the provisions, specially the financial clauses, of 
the Bill. This also applies to the other two members whose names I 
have pix)posed. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 move, by way of amendment, 
that in the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson, after the name ” Mr. 
Tarit Bhusan Boy ” the following l)e added, viz,, Raja Reshee Case 
liaw, Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan 

It would appear from the provisions of the Bill that there will be 
a taxation on Indian trade and commerce^ It is, therefore, desirable 
that persons interested in trade and commerce should be well represent- 
ed in the Howrah Bridge Committee. Now, Sir, Raja Besliee gase 
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Law is the PresideBt of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. 
I find in the Select Committee a represei^tative of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce but none whatever of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce. That is the reason why I suggest the name of the Raja. 
I would also suggest the name of Mr. Khaitan. He is also a leading 
Member of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. It is well 
known to you, Sir, that the Marwaris of Calcutta have the major portion 
of inland trade of Calcutta. It is, therefore, desirable that one of their 
representatives should be in the Select Committee. 

With regard to the general question as to whether the number of 
meinl>erH of the Select Committee should be increased, I beg to submit 
that, having regard to the fact that it is a question of taxation, and 
that the people of Calcutta are already heavily taxed, it is desirable 
that the Select Committee should be well represented. Under the 
circumstances there should not be luiy objection whatever if the total 
number be increased from 14 to IG or even 20. 

Miulwi ABDUR RA8CHID KHAN: I move, by way of amendment, 
that in the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson, after the name 
“ Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy ” the following be add^d, riz., “ Maulvi 
Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury 

Baton MANMOHON NEOCI: I move, by way of amendment, that iu 
the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson, after the name “ Mr. Tarit 
Bhusan Roy ” the following be added, r/c.* Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea, 
Mr. Nirmal Chandra Chunder ”. 

Mfi KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I support this motion which also stands 
in my name. 

8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: At this stage I desire to say a 
few words about the general principles of the Bill. There cannot be any 
doubt that we want the Howrah Bridge and want it badly. But our 
province, owing to the iniquity of the Meston Award, has become very 
pt)or. Our needs are great but our funds are small. Therefore, Sir, 
the party that 1 have the honour and privilege to represent in this Council, 
has pressed me to impress upon the (fovernment that in view of these 
two important points (iovernment should try to make the bridge as 
inexpensive as {>ossible. It should be the endeavour of Government not 
b) exceed the expenditure of 24 crores of rupees. 

There is another question of principle to which I would desire to 
draw the spetdal attention of the House and of the GJjverninent. The 
Bill provides for fresh taxation on all properties in Calcutta and in 
certain neighbouring municipalities. We all know, Sir, that Calcutta 
is fast ceasing to be a city of the Bengalis. The middWlass Bengalis 
are gradually being wiped out from the city of their birth and upbringing 
as they have generally small income and large commitments. So, it 
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will not do merely to proceed on value of properties but Government 
should also take into account the capacity of householders to pay taxes. 
That is the one reason why, in the opinion of the party I represent — and I 
trust the other parties will support us in this — there should not be any 
tax on properties in Calcutta and in the neighbouriuff municipalities. 
There are other reasons also. Take Calcutta and the neipphbouring 
munhdpalities. Is it not a crvinpr shame that in the metropolis of 
Bengral there is no rcimpulsorv primary education? Is it not a 
crying shame that many fundamental civic duties which the 
Corporation ought to discharge ('aunot be discharged, not for want of 
inclination but for want of funds? Surely, Sir, the Howrah 
Bridge is a very desirable thing, but many pressing problems affecting 
the»da^-to-day Rves of the people are far more necessary and imjH)rtiint. 
If you look across the other side of the river, to the municipality of 
Howrah, you will find that the needs of that unfortunate municipality 
are very great indeed. As I have said already, we want the Howrali 
Bridge but we have .strong objections to the imposition of fresh taxatij)n 
on properties in (^alcutta and the neighbouring munhipulities on that 
account. Sir, the present Howrah Bridge is .supported mainly by a 
passenger tax collected through the East liulian Bail way. There is I 
believe a similar provision in the Bill. Our suggestion is that the Bridge 
should be financed from terminal taxes from railway passengers, taxes on 
goods, contributions from the Port Commissh)ners and also from the 
(lovernment of India ; and we are very keen on the last named suggestion. 
It may be said that we are not the masters of the situation ami that the 
Bengal (tovernment cannot di< tate to the (Tovernment of India. 1 fully 
appreciate the proposition, but I can at the same time say this: that the 
(jovernment of India is j)reMimably a responsible ami just (tovernment 
and it ought not to evade j)ayment of just dues. It would be an act of 
bare justice on the part of the (b>vernment of India to ]>ear its legitimate 
share in the maintenance of the Howrah Britlge. In (his connef’tion our 
Government should impress on the Government of India the fact that 
the administration of the town of (^alcuttu and «d Howrah takes up a 
very large proportion of our meagre provim ial incfone. Look at (mr 
Law courts and our Police — look at our .schools, colleges and hospitals in 
Calcutta and Howrah. An additicm of a single wing to a college or 
a ho.spital in Calcutta would cost very mm-h more than what it would cost 
for a fully equipped in.stitution in a <*ity like Lahore, Allahabad or Nag- 
pur. But these are necessary expense.^ t<»i* the ju’ojmu' administ ration of 
the town of Cabmtta. Where would the large customs duty of the 
Government of India be but for the efficient administratirkii of (.'alcutta? 
Therefore, it is just and proper that the Government of India should 
pay its due share. Sir, we do not oppose reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee, but on the other hand tru.st that the Bill wrmld 
come out in a far more better shape from the committee than it is tfnlay 
But we cannot accede to the proposition that the Bill has erjuitably 
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distributed the burden. Sir, I should like to tell my Hon’ble friends 
opposite — the Members of the GoTernmenl Benches — that there are two 
fundamental propositions which in the opinion of our party should be 
accepted by Government, namely, (1) there is to be no taxation on 
properties in Calcutta and the Bei^fhb(mring municipalities for the 
purposes of the Howrah Bridge and (2) that the total cost of the bridge 
should not exceed 2A crores of rupees. If even after discussions in the 
Select (.’ommittee the Government or the maj(triiv of the Select Com- 
mittee deviate from these two points then the party which I have the 
honour to represent in this House will have to oppose the passing of 
the Bill at the final stage and I hope and trust other parties will also 
join hands with us. 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, with regard to the prihciples 
of the Bill 1 beg to submit that we all admit 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I know in what capacity you are speaking 
now, Mr. Addy? 

BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am .si)eaking on the general 
principles of the Bill. I admit, Sir, that this bridge should he replaced 
hy a new one as early as possible. I also admit that the cantilever 
iuidge, tlie design of which lias been leconimended by an expert 
committee, is the best one. But, Sir, the co.^t is lather prohibitive. It 
is G crores and dS lakhs of rupee.s. The biidge will cost u> 112 lakhs 
of iiipees, approaches seven lakhs and a half oi lupees, the uccjuisition 
of lands and buildings Rs. Td lakhs and we shall have to pay Rs. IdO 
lakhs to the Hughli Docking and other comimnit*". Jn the case of the 
Sara Bi idge, the (*ost did not exceed three i roies ot rupees and in 
eompurivm with the Sura Bridge it should not eo^t more. Therefore, 
I would draw special attention of the inemhers of the Select Committee 
to the report of the Committee of Chief Kngineeis which was submitted 
in 1912. It will appear irom that report that they took into eonsidera- 
ticui all the tenders which were submitted. The amount of the tender 
which was recommended by them was eighty lakhs of rupees and that 
was for the construction of a floating bridge. It may be said that in 
that eus 4 » the width proposed was 80 feet only. We all know that the 
width of the i)roiKised bridge is much wider but I beg to submit that 
there is no necessity for such an ambitious scheme as that recommended 
by the last Committee. We all know that some of the E. I. R. trains 
are now diverted to Sealdah and the railway traffic is going to be further 
diverted by the construction of a railway bridge at Badly and therefore 
there is no necessity for the execution of such an ambitious scheme 
which is estimated to cost over 6 crores of rupees. I am sure that the 
actual cost will be much more than this because we have sad experience 
of estimates which are prepared by the experts of Government. In the 
ca^e of the Tolly's Nala the original estimate was eight lakhs but the 
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actual <?ost came up to twelve lakhs. In the case of the Government 
buildings in Delhi the estimated cost was six cwres but fourteen 
crores have already been spent but the work is not yet hnished. So I 
am afraid the actual expenditure in this case will come up to seven or 
ei^?bt erores. Therefore I would suggest that the rei'ommendation of 
the Committee of 1912, which was composed of the i'hief Engineer of 
the Calcutta Corporation, the Chief Engineer of tlie l#«»wt*r 
Gauges Bridge, the Chief Engineer of the Calcutta Port Tni4 
and the Chief Kiiginccr of the K. I. U\. should be accepted. Tlien» 

Sir, the Hoating bridge has (‘ertain advantages. The Htuiting luidge- 
will he constructed in the course of two years whereas the cantilever 
bridge will take at least yeal^. In the ease of the Hoaling bridge 
theie jill be a*elear pasNiige tor >ea-going >leainers whereas in the casi»^ 
of a eantilever bridge thi'- \^ill be impossible beeause it will be a (ixeif 
bridge. 

Now, Sir, as regards the distribution of the cost, it ap]>cars front 
the proceedings of the report of tlic Finance Committee that S out of 
the 9 members differed. Tliey liavc suggested that Calcutta and Howialt 
should be taxed but I beg to submit that it will be impossible ioi tlio 
Calcutta (hirporation to make any contribution towards tbe cost <4 this 
bridge. We all know that the (Corporation ot (alcuita Inne alieady 
committed themselves to an cxpciidituri* ot d ciorcs of lujiccs for the 
improvement of water-supply ami one crore of rupees for tlie improvfw 
ineiit of the drainage and they will aNo ha\e to incur anotlici ciort* ot 
lupees for the iini.rovemcnl <d the newly added area ol Maiiiktala, 
(^.^^iI)ore and Garden Heucli. They Inne not been able for want of 
tuiids to introduce five and compulsory primary edm-uticui in (Cub-utla. 
Therefore, I am afraid it will not be pccssible for the (Corpoiation of 
Cab'utfa to eoiitrilmte a single piec loi the eonstructioii ot this bridge. 

As regards Howiah there is a scheme for its impiavemeiit which 
will cost one crore ot rupees and I understand that theie is a scheme 
for the formation of an Tiiiprovement Trust for Howrah. At present 
their rate.s range from 24 to 2Hi per (eiit., while in Calcutta the 
rates are 19* per cent. IIow can you then expect the people of Howrah 
to pay for this bridge? Tlien as regards the South Suburban Miiniei- 
]^alit>^ they cannot afford to repair their roads and even to construct 
their Municipal office building. Then the Tollygunge Municipality i- 
a very poor one. Then as regards the propi^sal to levy a cess of two 
pies per inaund on goods, I beg to submit that during the last few years: 
the rates of freigiit on food grains have been increased. The freight orr 
rice from Khulna to Kalighat in 1909 was one anna nine pies per 
maund, whereas in the year 1922-24 it was three annas one pie per 
maund’or an increment ot 76 per rent. Siryilarly in the ease of passen- 
ger fare, in the year 1916 the third class fare on the Eastern BengaF 
Railway by mail train was 2J pies per mile. Whereas in the year im 
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it w»» increased to 5 pies per mile, an inci’ement of 100 per cent. I 
would draw the attention of the membert of thP^Selett Committee to 
these inci'ements. Then as regards the Port Commissioners, it appears 
from the report itself that in the year 1913-14 their charge was 9 annas 
per ton but in the year 1922-23 it was increased to 23 annas per ton. 
Therefore if they are called upon to pay more the trade of Calcutta 
will be diverted to Chittagong or to other foreign ports. Then it may 
be said who is to pay for it? As has been rightly pointed by Sir P. C. 
Mitter, I l)eg to submit that it is the Government of India which should 
pay for it. Sir, it uppeai-s that the Government of India realises about 
15 crores of rupees from Bengal as (‘ustoms duty. 

As regards incomo-tux from Bengal the Government of India realises 
(j (Tores of rupees and the major portion comes from Calcutta itself. 
Therefore I beg to submit that the citizens of Calcutta pay crores of 
rupees towards the funds of the Government of India, and as the rail- 
way bridge is absolutely necessary for postal and military purposes, 
1 think it will be right and just that the Government of India should 
be reciuested to pay for the w’hole or at b‘ast the major portion of it. 

Mf. Me DAUD: Sir, I beg to place before the House the lalMuirers’ 
]>oint of view so far us this Bill is concerned. It is stated that the 
bridge should be of a cuntilevcT type and the cost is estimated to be 
(» (Tores and 34 lakhs. Now, Sir, from tlie opinions that have been 
submitted to Government by various representative bodies it appears 
tlnit tlie Committee which reported in 1912 suggested a certain type of 
bridge. Sir Bradford l^eslie in his memorandum suggested another type 
of bridge and the Finun(‘e Committee of 1922 suggested a cantile\er 
bridge. Now', Sir, from these opinions it is ])erfectly clear that a 
flouting bridge w'ith oi>ening spans will be much cheaper, tin* (ost 
could Ik‘ iedu(;i‘d to om^thiid, if not half, of that for a cantilever 
bridge. Now*, Sir, let us see how far the labourers will be taxed to 
meet the cost of the bridge. Relating t(» clause 8 of the Bill I submit 
that so far as the ratepayers of Calcutta are concerned, thtyv are paying 
lOJ per cent, on their annual valuation and tor the bridge they are 
to pay 1 percent, more. So far the Howrah Municipality, the South 
Suburban Municipality and the Tollygunge Municipality are concerned, 
the ratepayers are to pay more on their annual valuations: In Howrah, 
the labourers ])redominate and they will be hard hit if the rates are 
increased. The same i.s the case with the South Suburban Municipality 
and the Tollygunge Municipality where the laboui-ei's itre in the majo- 
rity. Now, Sir, we all understand that the bridge is u necessity, but 
why tax the labourers in order to have a (‘antilever bridge when we 
can get a floating bridge at a lesser cost. The Select Committee will 
have to take all this into consideration, and after taking an estimate 
of the expenditure involved, they should deride on the type of bridge 
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that should be built on the Hoog'hly. Now, with regard to the other 
taxatiGUi proposed in clause 8^of the Bill, the one suggesting a tax of 
3 pies on every railway passenger, will cause great hardship not only 
to the labourers, but to the niiddltM’lass people as well. Then the taxa* 
tion of passengei-s of seagoing vessels will adversely affe<‘t many ptMir 
labourers who go to Rangoon and other places and it will imlH*d be a 
great hard.ship to them, if they have to pay annas eight more for each 
ticket. So from the lalft)urer>’ point ot view, u cantilever bridge will 
be too costly. Admitting, however, that we want a biidge at Howrah, 
mv idea is that the biidge should not be (d‘ a canlilevei type; it should 
be of a type that has been suggested in the memorandum of Sir Brad- 
ford Leslie. I^hope the Select Committee xs'ill give their best considera- 
tion ti) these mattei’s which I have just plac<*<l helore the House inmi 
the labourers' point of view. 

Thu Hon*ble Mr^ T. EMER80IH As I said before, T Ifuve no objec- 

iion to any of the amendments and this is not tiio time to reply to the 
observations made by the vari(ms sjuuihers. The subject which we 
are dealing with will come up again in the Selec't (^)mmittee and there 
we shall be in a position to place Government’s views for the guidance 
ot the (’ommittee. At present all I have to say is that I accept on 
behalf of Government all the niiiendmcnts that have been moved. 

The motions of Mr. F. K. dam(‘s. Dr, Frumuthanath Banerjea, 
Balm Amulya Dhone Addy, Maulvi Abdur RaMdiid Khan and Babu 
Manomohon Neogi Mpie then pat and agreed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jueslinn is that the Howrah Bridge Bill, 
IttLM, be lefeired to a Select (’ommittee, consisting of Mr. H. (\ liid- 
dell, Mi‘. J. A. Woodbead. Mt. (t. (i. l)ey, Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 
Babu Xaliniranjan Saikei, Habu Kbagendra Nath Ganguly, Khan 
Bahadur S. Mahboob Ale>, Mr. Hu.seyn Shaheecl Suhrnwardy, Maulvi 
Wahed Hossain, Mi. Syed M. Ma.sih, Mr. G. Mc»rgan, Mr. K. ('amp- 
bell, Mr. 1’arit Bhiisan Roy, Mr. J. F. Snaitb, Di. Bidhan (’handra 
Roy, Babu Turaknath Mukc-rjea, Balm Surendia Nath Ray. Raju 
Reshee Case Janv, Babu Debi IVosad Khaitan, Maulvi Md. Nunil 
Huq Cbaudhury, Dr. Prumathunafh Buncrjea and Mr. Niimal ('Imndru 
Chulider and the Hcm’ble Mr. T. Emerson, five to form a quorum, 
with instruc tions to submit their report for presentation to the Council 
as soon as possible. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Highways Bill, 1925. 

The Hon'ble Mr. T. EMERSON: I beg to introduce a Bill to provide 
for the better maintenance and control of Government roads in Bengal. 

(The Secretary then reed the short title of the Bill.) ^ ’ 
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The Hon’hle Mn Ti EMERSON: I beg to moYe tliat tlie said 
Bill be taken into ooiisideration. Tke Bill is required in the interests 
(»l the administration of the provincial roads which are at present 
handicapped, as conii)ured both with roads in the municipalities and 
those bcdonging to district boards, owing to the absence of any law 
under which by-laws can be framed. The Bill have t)eeii circulated 
tor opinion, and the suggestions which Governnienl has been able to 
adopt have been incorporated in the Bill by#- means of amendments 
which I propose to move if this Bill is taken into consideration. The 
(jpinions receivc'd show that it is generally held that legislation of 
this nature is needed, and 1 tjust that alter the adoption of some of^ 
the amendments on the paper, the Bill will meet wdth the general 
approval «»f Council. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: 1 beg to move that after the 
preamble the following be inserted, namely: — 

“ And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor-General 
under sub-section d of section 80A of the Governmemt of India Act 
has been (d)taiiied to the passing of this A(’t.” 

When the Bill was first published it was thought that the Govern- 
ment of India’s sanction was unnecessary, but the Government of 
India drew’ our attention to the fact that this sanction was necessary; 
hence this alteration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

(louse 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (iuestion is that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. The comma after “ (iovermnent ” in clause l(o) i.s a jointing 
mistake and should be omitted. 

Tile motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. The (jue.stitm is that clause 2 stand part of the 
Bill. • 

Bftbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg tf> move that at the end of 
clause 2, the following be added, namely: — 


“ Provided, however, that nothing in the definitio# of Gtwernment 
under this Art shall affect the provisions of Noction 295 of the 
Caleutta Municipal Ait. 1923, and llie by-laws under section 559 
framed under the repealed Calcutta Municipal Act of 1899 or the by- 
laws under section 478 of the HejHuUing Aid of 1923, that may be 
frajpeAljj^reafter, so far as they cmpijwer the Corporation to take 
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action in respect of the Government roads and streets now under the 
control of the Corporation of Calcutta.** 

I beg to state that my amendment embodies the unanimou.s recom- 
mendation of the (\)rporation (»f Calcutta to which this Bill was re- 
ferred. There are certain roads in Calcutta which l>eIong to Govern- 
ment but are under the control of the (\»rporafion of Calcutta and 
they have kept them in very gtaul condition. I beg to submit that 
(he control of the Corporation, so far as these roads are concenuMl, should 
not be taken away and entrusted to the Public Works Department, 
Therefore, as the (’orporation of Calcutta is a democratic body, it is 
fight and just that this power should he continued to be vested in (he 
Cor|)ora(ion its^Jf. 

• % 

The Hen’ble T# EMERSON: 1 am prepared to accept the 
amendment of Babu Ainulya l)h(»ne Addy in a slightly altered form. 
The altered form would be — 

“ Provided that nothing in this definition shall affect the pro- 
visions of the (^ilcutta ifunitipal Act, 1928, or j)f any rule or bj'-law 
made theieundiM’, in so far as th(*v empower the Corporation of (^ilcutta 
to take action in respect of the Government roads now under the 
confiol f)f the Corporation.” 

1 ina> say that the ohje('t of Hahu Amulya Dhone Addy and mine 
IS exactly the same, that is, to exclude all G<jverninent roads inside 
the aiea of the Corporation of Calcutta from the operation of thiji 
Act. 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I thank the lion ble Member, 
and accept his suggestnui. 

The ainendnicnt as modified ^as then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (jue*'tion is that <lau*'e 2, as amended, stuinl 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('laiisf 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quesliou is that clause 3 stand part of the 
Bill. , 

The Hon’M. Mf. T. EMERSON: I he^ to move that in clauH* 8, 
lines 1 and 2, for the words “ the Jjocal Government may by notifi- 
cation in the Calcutta (razettc and ” the %ords ” the I/rcal (jovern- 
ment or any officer empowererl l>y the T/ea] fioveinmciit In thift 
l>ehalf may ” be sulrstituted. 
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This is one of the suggestions that we have received in the opinions 
on the Bill, and we accept it for practicaP purposes. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu ABANI8H CHANDRA RAY: I beg to move that in clause 
3, line 7, after the word “ other ** the word “ similar ** be inserted. 

My amendment is intended .simply for providing some sort of check- 
mate upon the large powers proposed to be conferred on the Govern- 
ment as contemplated in section 5 of the Bill. The Government already 
enjoy overwhelming power in regard to such public matters. Such 
powers are often liable to be abused. So it is necessary that the Bill 
fthould be amended so as to provide a legitimate limit to the operations 
of the powers contemplatef! herein. With this end I Ifave moved my 
amendment, that is, to limit the scoj)e and extent of tlTe seidion within 
its real intention. 

ThO Hon’bla Mr, T, EMERSON: I accept this amendment on 
behalf of Government. We have no objection to tlie insertion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Th0 Hon’bta Mr« T, EMERSON: I })eg to move that in the pro- 
viso to clause '1, line 1, after the words “ Lo(‘al Government ” the 
words ** or any ofiicer empowered by the Local Government in this 
behalf he inserted. 

The reason for this amciulinent is tlie .same as that tor the former 
amendment to the same clause, and I ho]>e the (’ouncil will accept it. 

The motion was ])ut and agref^d to. 


The Hon'ble Mr. T. EMERSON: 1 heg to move that in the ])rovi>o 
to clause 3, line 3, after the wend “ hound ” the words “ where 
jmssihle ” he inserted. 

In the originally drafted Bill this was considered unnecessary hut 
it wiks pointc'd out by some of the authorities who gave oj>inions on the 
Bill that the words would he useful. So we have inseited them. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


BMlU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I heg tojuj^ve that at the end 
of clause 3, the following Ix' added, namely : 

“ Provided also that no length of road over hii^f ^Jtile at a stretch 
be cIoscmI at a time and, where j)ossihle, in suchjaosfd parts, a diver- 
mon be provided.” 


It appears from the report of the District Officer of Midnajwre 
that the Public Works Department has been most neglisrent in the 
emo of closure of roads for repairs. Our attention has Wn drawn to 
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the cage of a portion of the Grand Trunk Road from Midnapore to 
Bhola, a distance of 10 miles, which was closed. Another case of the 
same road from Midnapore towards Balasore, a distance of 15 luilea, 
was closed. You can imagine, Sir, the inconvenience to the public 
at large in driving along this important rtxid. This closure was not 
for a day, not for a week or so, but for a long time, for 3A months, 
from the 2ath June. 1924, to the I9th Octolw, K)24. That is the 
reaH<)n why the district auth(»rities of Midnajmre suggested that there 
should be a rule to the effec t that no length over half a mile in extent 
should he closed at a time. The ( ommissioner of the Rurdwan Divi- 
sion states that he has had a sad cxj>erience of the upkeep of a {xiHion 
of the Grand Trunk Road by the Public Works Department. He i» 
not satisfied wiih the sugg(‘s4ion of the District GfiicH*r that this should 
be im^uded in the rules to be framwl under the Act. He says that 
there should l)e flistinct juovision in the Act itself so that pre.ssure 
might be brought to bear on the ofii<ers (d the Public Wf)rks Dej>art« 
mont. Tlierefore I beg to stjbmit that this provision shcmld bo 
embodied, not in the piop(»sed niles us suggested by the District 
Officer, but in the Act itself, as sugg<‘sfed b\ the Divisimial Goimnis- 
sioner of Rurdwan. Pnder the niesent s\>tem nnn'h inconvenience 
has been (aused to the public. 

The Hofl’bic Mfi Tt EMERSON* We have no (d)jectioti whatever to 
this piovision Ixong incoi poratcsl in the rules we jiropose to frame 
under the ,Vct, u^ we think if is a matter of detail which can be 
dealt with in the lules I would suggest that the more appropriate 
]dace for this ]*rovision woiihl be in tlie rules. If Mr. .\ddy wisbos 
t<j pies** his ie<ju(“«l that it sluuild he put in the .\«*t, I shouhl like to 
have an op]K>rtunit> toi speaking again, if that is jiermissihle. 

Bsbu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I have the greatest confideiu^e 
in Mr. Kmerson and thank him (or his. kind as>»urance tliat it will \>e 
taken up at the time the rules aie framed, iind I beg leave to with- 
draw the motion accordingly. 

Mf« PRESIDENTS The member a^ks tor leave to withdraw hi» 
amendment; does any member object? 

Maulvi MD. NtIRUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: I object to the motion 
being witlidrawi^ The difficulty is this : either the law as it is ought 
to lx* amended or » section Ik* provided in the Bill. Rut there i» 
nothing in the Bill lo provide for this. Therefore we cannot allow' the 
member to with^ibriw his motion. 

The HOfi’Me Mr. T. EMERSON S I rah*only press my point if the 
whole House agree with me. In this case I find there is opjKisitioii. 
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Mr. Addy's provision should be expressed in a different way which 
irill mean the same thing. I would sugg^t the following : — 

Provided also that where there is a stretch of road over half a 
mile in length, the road or part thereof closed at any one time shall 
not exceed half a mile in length and that where possible in such closed 
parts, an alternative route shall be provided.’^ 

That is of the same effect as Mr. Addy’s amendment. 

The amendment suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson was 
then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 3, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pieslion is that clause 4 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Babu ABANISH CHANDRA RAY: I beg to move that in clause 
4(/) (??'), lines and 3, for the words “ or for public purposes the 
words “ or for the purposes sj)e«*ificull\ set forth in section .‘5 ” be 
flubstituted. 

I have already stated the reasons for my motions, and I have no- 
thing further to add. 

Thd Hofi’bla Mr. T. EMERSON: I accept the motion. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that after clause 
4(2) the folhjwing be inserted, namely: — 

“(J) The power to make rules under this section is subject to 
the condition of the ruh*s being made after previous publica- 
tion and to the following further conditions, namely: — 

(n) a draft of the rules .shall be published in the Calcutta 
Ga:ette and in local newspapers, and * 

(h) such draft shall not he further proceeded with until 
after the expiration of a period of one month from 
such publication.” 

In the Rill, aa it stantl.s, under clause 4, the Local Government 
may make rules, etc., and all such rules made under this section shall be 
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publkhed in the Calcutta Gazette. But there is no proposal for 
taking public opinion on th# draft rules, and that is the reason why 
there is a great misapprehension. It appears fronj the pmceedings 
of a meeting of the Talcutta (Corporation on this Bill that one of the 
members stated that it is the duty of the legislatui'e to prescribe that 
the draft rules should be published for eliciting public opinion and 
that it would be unfortunate if such important matters are not pro- 
vided for in the Act its^^lf, and regulated by rules to be framed by the 
Ijocal Government. 

I therefore beg to submit in order to avoid this misapprehension 
it is desirable that the propi)sal of (he Government for framing new 
rules should be published in the Calcutta Gazette^ and not only in the 
Calc%tta Gazette, but also in local newspapers, Wcause inufassal 
people cannot be expected to purchase the (^alcutta Gazette. If the 
Government has a mind to obtain the opinion of the public and if the 
Government has a mind to give the members of the public an of>- 
portunity to express an opinion, then T hope and trust that the Hon’ble 
Member will accept the amendment. Gf course Government is the 
final authority in th<‘se matters, but at the same time we <mgh( to 
have an opportiniity of stating our views. It cannot be said that 
such rules are m'cessary and are (overed by the Bengal General 
Glauses Act. I find uiiiho' section 21 <if the Bengal General (/laus?s 
Act of 1899 it is laid down that where by any Bengal Act a power to 
make rules f)r bye-laws is exjuessed to In* given subject to the condi- 
tion of the rules or bye-laws being made after previous publication, 
then the foll(»wing provisions shall apply, etc., etc. 

But in tlic Bill itself there is no such provision. 

I also find that in the Calcutta Municipal Act, 192«3, there is u 
similar provision, because I find that under section 481 the power to 
make rules and bye-laws under that Act are subject t(> the conditions, 
amongst others, that the draft of the rules or bye-laws, as the case 
may be, will be published in the (\ilcutta Gazette and local news- 
papers and that such drafts will not be further pnxeeded with until 
after the expiration of a period of one month from such date or 
other period as the Corp(»ration shall presi ribe. Therefore I beg ™ 
submit that there will continue to be this misapprehension unless 
Government, before they prescribe more stringent, more arbitrary 
ml^, let the public have an opp(»rtunity of making suggestions or 
objections so that they may be taken into considerafi(m before coming 
to a decision. • 

TIm Hon’Kik Mr. T. EMERSON; I accept the new sul)-clau«e sug- 
gested by Mr. Addy with some slight verbal alterations which will 
not affe<*t the meaning, that is, by inserting the words ** by notifica- 
tion after the word ** published 
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BMW AMULYA DHONE ADDYS I accept the amendment of the 
Hon’ble Member. ^ 

The motion, as amended, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned foi; 10 minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Clavxc 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 5 stand part of 
the Bill. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that in clause -W 
(/) in lines d and 4, for the words “ fifty-rupees the words 
“ ten rupees ”, and 

(/?) in line 5, for the words “ five rupees ”, the words ” one rupee ” 
be substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion, an English translation 
of which is as follows: — 

It is proper, in enacting a measure, to take into consideration the 
condition of those for whom it is meant. Now, the majority of those 
for whom the said measure is meant are simple-minded rural cultivators. 
We ourselves belong to the village and have been elected by the village 
people; we can certainly claim more kmiwledge and bettei understanding 
of the condition of the village people than the Hon’ble Member-in- 
charge. This new measure is likely to give rise to circumstances which 
in many cases may involve the ignorant and simple-minded village 
people in danger and disgrace. Finding that in this condition, Rs. 50 
and Rs. 5 put d(»wn as above will cause excessive hardship, I gave 
notice of this motion to redure Rs. 50 to Rs. 10 and Rs. 5 to Re. 1. In 
reply, Government might state that Rs. 50 and Rs. 5 have been fixed as 
maximum amounts, it is not indicated that the judges shall not have the 
power of reducing them according to the circumstances before them, or 
that they will not do so. But this argument should not be brought up 
in support of a ca.se of minor offence, such as the present. It is likely 
that once caught in the meshes of this measure the v^Jlage people in 
many instances will he punished in.spite of being innocent. For this 
reason, the amounts given should be mluced as proposed. I hope that 
Government will accept my motion, and if they do not accept it, that 
the majority amongst the m€«nbei*s who have Wn returned by the rural 
people, will vote for my motion, and perform their duty. 
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Tlli Hotlllit Mr. T. EMER80MS The maximum fine of Be. 60 and 

the daily fine of Rs. 5 which^are provided by this cfause are what are 
usually provided by similar sections or by-laws. It is not compulsory on 
Magistrates to impose the maximum fine for the first offence or for its 
recurrence; it is optional for them to impose any fine that they deem 
proper and I do not think there is anything to be gained by altering 
the clause and theiefore should remain as it is. For these reasons, I 
would oppose the motion of the Shah Saheb. 

The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Ilacj was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 

AYES. 


• 

Atiafiia4 Mauivi Atimuddtn. 

Ahmtd, Mauivi Najmuddin. 

Ahmad. Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

All, Mauivi Sayytd Sultan. 

Bahih. Mauivi Kadvr. 

Bantrjia, Dr. eramathanath. 

Bantrjat. Babu Satya Kithora. 
Banarjtc, Mr. A. C. 

Bom, Babu Btjoy Krishna. 

Chakravarli, Babu Josindra Chandra. 
Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkts. 

Chakravorty, Babu ludarsan. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Saiysd Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq. 
Chowdhury, Mauivi Fazlal Kanm, 
Chundsr, Mr. Nirmat Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mohini Mohan. 

Oat Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Day, Babu Boroda Protad. 

Qafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath 
Haidar, Mr. i. N. 

Haq, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Hoqut, Mauivi Sayodul. 

Hottain, Mauivi Wahed. 

Huq, Mauivi A. K. Fazi-ui. 
doardar, Mauivi Aftab Hottain. 

Khan, Babu Otbendra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Ratehid. 


Addamo-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Dhone. 

Ali, Mr. Altai. 

Batu, Babu datindra Nath. 

Bag, Khan Bahadur Shujaat Ali. 

Boat, tha Han'Ma S. f. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Browna, Mr. P. H. 

Camgball, Mr. K. 

Chanraa, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Na«ab 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. d. 


Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Batar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Moreno, Dr. H. W. B, 

Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon. 

Pahiowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdua. 
Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar. 

Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhah. 

Sarkar, Babu Haliniranjan. 

Satmal, Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. C. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. d. M. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 


Coraoran, Mr. B. d. 

Daa, Babu Oharu Chandra. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. 0. 

Ooaa, Nai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Eddia, Mr. B. t. 0. 

Emartan, tha Hon*Ma Mr. T 
ParoQui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 
Farraalar, Mr, d. Camiihall. 

Ghufnavl, Hadji Mr. A. K, Ahu AhniaB 
Khan. 

Oooda, Mr. S. W. 
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IHitiA, Mr. P. M. 

Hopkylis, Mr. W. t. 

Momin, Khftii Bahadur Mauivi Musharruf. 
Huq, Mauivi Bkramul. 

4amM, Mr. F. E. 
d«nnaway, Mr, J. H. 

KhaiUn, Babu Dabi Protad. 

LiddtII, Mr. H. C. 

UndiMy, Mr. J. H. 

Kandy, MabaraJ Kumar trii Chandra. 
Oatan, Mr, E. P. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 


Rahim, tha Htn'bla Sir Ahd-W^. 

Ray, tha kon’bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra, of Nadia. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja ftanmatha Nath, 
of Bantoih. 

Roy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Bingh. 

Snaith, Mr. J, F. 

Btaphanaon, tha Hon'bla fir Hugh. 

Wilaon, Lt.-Col. R. P. 

Woodhaad, «Mr. J. A. 


The Ayes being 62 and the Noe.s 40, the motion was carried. 


Mr. PRESIDENT] The que.sii(.n is that clause 5, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question i^j that the Preamble stand part of 
{he Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr^ Ti EMERSON* I beg to move that the Bengal 
Highways Bill, 1925, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Dacca University (Amendment) Bill| 1925. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I rise to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Dacca University Act, 1920. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I move that the said Bill be 
taken into consideration. 

The Bill is a short one hut it is necessary to state the salient facts 
regarding the Dacca University which induc ed us to place this Bill before 
the Council. The Dacca University, as the House is aware, is a creation 
entirely of the Government. When the question was mooted, a strong 
Committee was appointed and that (’oinmittee, after considerable delibera- 
tion, framed the outlines of the scheme for the Dacca University. 
The Government of India accepted the proposals, of the Committee and 
aet aside Rs. 5^ lakhs a year from 1912-191J1 to 1921. iSo, at the end of 
1920 the accumulations amounted to Rs. 60 lakhs which was intended 
for the Dacca University when it is started. The Government also 
then promised to give to the Dacca University Rs. lakhs a year by 
way of a recurring grant. * The Dacca University has no endowments 

and no large fee fund to support it. It has to depend almost entirely 

* 
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on gil^iits from the Government. It was started under these cireums- 
tancei, and the Univei*sity,t since if was started, has therefore been 
depending almost entirely on the Government grant. The income from 
fees and other investments is only a little over a lakh of rupees. It is 
clear, therefore, that but for the grant which the Fnivei'sity receives 
from the Government, it is impossible for it to carry on its o}>erations at 
all. If is now 5 years since it was founded and every year it had to 
come up before the Council for a gmnt to carry on its work. It has 
been receiving from this Council about Rs. o lakhs a year — one year it 
received Rs. GJ lakhs in addition to the amounts which were to be devoted 
to capital expenditure. Therefore, there is iw ditficulty ho far as this 
House is concerned as regards the amount to be granted to the Dacca 
University. This House lias liad a number of opportunities for discussing 
the arrangements of the Dacca T niversity and many members of the 
House availed themselves of those opportunities to go into the details of 
the whole position and to discuss what amount was reasonahlv necessary 
or essential to carry on the administration of the Dacca University. 
Every year the Dacca I iuver''ity was able to pi'o\e that the demand that 
it was making was just and reaNcniahle and nei'essaiy to run the adminis- 
tration of the T iiiveisitN efiicienllv. We have pniviiled in this Hill, 
not for Rs. o lakhs, but for oA lakhs. That half a lakh of rupees lias 
been added for providing for tlie increments in the salaiies of its statV. 
As you know in this ('oiintiy most of the ofK(‘ers in the administration 
have to he paid on an innemental basis. That is also the case with the 
Dacca T nivci>it\. That will i-oiisiinie a good jioHion of this (‘xtra 
lialf a lakh ot lupees and the lest i*- juovidcd for meeting any unfore- 
seen expenditurt‘ which is iMiund to jirise from time to time. 1 must 
also make it clear to the House that the activities of the Dacca 
University are at present l onfined merely to the ordinary Arts and 
Science courses. As we all know, it is a teaching Vniversity and not 
merely an affiliating or examining University, even its piescnt m tivities 
cannot be carried on without the jicrinanent grant we are asking for. 
But the Dacca University wants to open an Agricultural course which 
is one of the essential needs of the Province, hei-ause for this purpose 
there is no place in Bengal more suitable than I)ac<a. As a matter of 
fact it has been laid down that such a course shouhl be an iinpoHunt 
featui*e of the Dacca University. Then there is in East Bengal as 
elsewhere a great demand for vocational ami technical coui'ses. That 
also has to l>e provided for. What I want to say is this, that it is 
necessary^ to make this grant permanent so that the Dacca Univei-sity 
may carry on essential activities. I want to make this quite clear 
because I understand that there are people who say that if we make this 
grant permanent we will have nothing more to do with the Dacca 
University — we will have no sort of say as regards the anungemetii of 
the Dacca University and how it is adinidistered. That is not m. It 
will have to come up before us from time to time for further grants. 
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This amount in the Bill is absolutely essential for the carrying on the 
present minimum work of the University. We want you to make a 
statutory grant because the Dacca University, like every other Univer> 
sity, has to make plans beforehand and cannot do so without an 
assured income. It is intended to be a self-governing institution and we 
have, therefore, provided it with an elaborate constitution, a Court in 
which the public are fully represented, an Executive Council and an 
Academic Court for the management of its internal affairs. I venture 
to think that no member w'ould suggest for a moment that this House 
should control the internal management of the University. No Univer- 
sity would consent to allow the House to interlere in its internal affairs 
and I am sure that no one w(»uld seek for such a power as that. If that 
is so, I say you must place sufficient funds at the disposal of the Uniyen- 
sity to meet its ordinary expenditure. Unless you do that, it is no good 
saying that the University should be independent self-governing insti- 
tution. If it has no funds — if it has to come before the Council every 
year for a grant, for its ordinary expenditure then you keep the Univer- 
sity absolutely in a position of uncertainty. The University has to make 
schemes covering a period of years. It has to appoint teachers and 
others to carry on the work, and it has to appoint them for a number of 
years. You cannot expect men to come and join tlm University unless 
there is a certainty, and unless they are appointed for a certain number 
of years. This cannot be done unless you make a minimum statutory 
grant. I am not here to suggest for one moment that this House will 
not be sympathetic or will not make grants from year to year but we have 
to recognise the fact that the University oannot make any schemes 
covering a period of years unless tln-re is a certainty abo\it the grant. 
What we are askiiig in this Bill therefore is to ensure the Tiii versify 
the minimum amount necessary for carrying on its work. It has been 
said in some quarters that we are treating the Dacca University in a 
more favourable manner than tlie Calcutta Uniyer^ity. But the position 
of the two Universities is quite different. The Calcutta University has 
a large fee fund and it has got an income from endowments and other 
things. I believe the total income from the'-e sources comes up to 
between Its. 20 and 22 lakhs a year so that the Calcutta University has 
a very gcmd income to rely xipon. It could dispense with any grant 
from Government if forced to do so. As a matter of fac t, for years the 
Calcutta University carried on without any grant from Government at 
all. But I do not suggest for one moment that, either this House or the 
Government will not make grants to the Calcutta University and I make 
this statement in the hope that there should be no luiNVijiders funding on 
the point. We are prepared, so far as the present demands of the 
Calcutta University are concerned, to examine the report of the Post- 
graduate Committee and as we are trying to meet the needs of the Dacca 
University we shall not only make the necessary gi*ant but shall make a 
sta^tutory provision for the amount needed in the case of the Calcutta 
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Univewit^’. So tke friends of the Calcutta University need have 
absolutely no apprehension ili regard to this matter. His Excellency 
the Governor on more than one occasion has expressed his sympathy 
with the post-graduate work. We have already provided 2 lakhs of 
rupees in the current years budget to meet the arrears in this connection 
and we are examining the demands of the Calcutta University for a 
recurring grant in a sympathetir spirit and when that is finished we 
.shall be prepared to niteke an adequate ]>ix)vision for the post-gi*aduute 
department. As I have said, we are also prepared to introduce a Bill 
for making a statutory pro\isi(>n for the jM)st-graduate dejuirtineut after 
we have examined the report of the Committee. Sii\ it has also l>een 
suggested that this Bill is making an unusual proposal. Well, 1 do not 
wattt^to say Aiat this is quite an ordinary proposal, but pe have the 
example of other governments in India which have made statutory provi* 
fuons for their Universities. Madras is one of thetn, and I believe there 
are other Universities alw which receive by statute what we are going 
to give to the Dacca University. I submit to the House that in the 
circum.stances of the Dac('a University it is very necessary to make this 
provision. If we keep the University uneertuin as regards its resources, 
the sure result will be that it will deteriorate, and the University will 
never be able to secure for its service the best men we want if these men 
feel that there i> a want of security. If you want the University to g«> 
on, it will be necessary, I submit, that we should make a statutory grunt. 
I do not think there is any member in this House who will dispute the 
proposition that a Univeisity ought lo be as indejiendent as possible in 
rOgurd to its finance'^. D()ul»ts have been rui.sed in some (]uarters as 
regards the principle (»n which the Bill has been founded. 1 shall read 
to you, in thi.^ connection, a paNsage from the report of the Universities 
Grants Committee of England whic’h I hope will be instructive to the 
House. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I iiHpiire the date of that 
report ? 

Th6 Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The report is dated 1925 and 
relate.s to the academic year 192‘l-24. This is what is stated there: — 

it has therefore )>een our constant endeavour in the adminiNtrution of the 
Treasury j^rants, not to impair the autonomy of the Tniverhities or to djmiuii«h 
ill any way their seii'^e of re'sisuihitiility. With ihiii aim tvo have always re- 
commended, and Hliall continue to ret'Oiitmend. that so far an possible the annual 
I'reasurv grants sliuuld l»c given ns hl<K-k grants lit aid of a rniver»ity'« general 
income, and that, providerl the ohviouH limits of fin.ancial prudeneo are not 
transgressed, it sffould ultimately remnin with each Tiiiversity itself to decide 
in what precise way its income, including the Government grant, should be 
distributed over the field of its activities, for without control of finance there 
can l)e no effective control of policy. 

• 

I am sure this proposition will meet tvith the acceptance of eveiy 
member of the House for in this very House we have repeatedly hemd 
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this sentiment expressed by the friends of the Calcutta University, and 
I am sure no one will tiy^ to treat the Dacca University differently. 
There is another misapprehension as reg^ards the Dacca University. It 
has been called a sectional University, but I will just give you some 
figures which will show that this is an absolutely wrong statement. By 
“ sectional University ” it has been suggested that it caters mainly for 
Muhammadans who preponderate in East Bengal. This is not true. 
The proportion of Muhammadan students to ‘Hindu students in the 
Dacea I niversity is about 1 to d. Last year’s figures are: Non-Moham- 
madans, fe., IlinduH 852, Muhammadans 299. It is an absolutely 
misleading statement — false statement to say that the Dacca Univer- 
sity is a sectional University. One of the first sections of the Dacca 
University Act lays down in the clearest possible faiiguage,^ that 
this University is open to all classes and creeds. It is not meant for a 
particular section of the community. In the Court in which the public 
are represented the Hindus and Muhammadans are equally divided, the 
Muhammadans slightly preponderating. The Court is not, however, the 
governing body. The governing body is the h]x(‘cutive Council consist- 
ing of almost equal number of members from botli the communities. That 
is also the cu'^e in the Academic Ib'partment. If you take the .staff, I 
should say 80 j»er cent, aie non-Muhammadans — may be more. So I 
hope that an idea like that should not be entertained by any hon’ble 
members of this House. The Government is anxious to give the Dacca 
University a fair chance. It is a type of T^niversity very 
different from the Calcutta University, w}ii( h is mainly an 
examining body, apart from its post-graduate woik. Dac'ca Univer- 
sity is entirely a teaching and residential Univeisity and those 
who have been to Dacca, I am sure, will agree with me that in Bengal 
they could not have a better place for such an University than Da(‘(‘a. 1 

say without any fear of contradiction that the Dacca University has 
been doing excellent work, it is full of possibilities and promises, and 
it would be the greatest pity if that University suffered in any way 
from financial flifficulties. At the .same time I must admit, and I admit 
with the greatest pleasure, that the Muhammadans of Eastern Bengal 
derive a substantial benefit from tlie Dacca University, In the Calcutta 
University’s Senate their number I believe is about a dozen out of a total 
of somethinlg like 150. The number of Muhammadan students that are 
availing them.selves of the opportunities afforded at Dacca has been 
incyeusiiil^ and naturally so, for in the East Bengal the Muhammadan 
|)r0p<)ndei^^^ It is tmly just that there should be a great 
se^^pift^rhiiig like this in Dacca. I hope there is iu)tl!i single member 
^ ^iwll^^House who will grudge the benefit which the Muhammadans in 
Bengal are deriving and 1 further hope that they will in fact 
take it as an additional recommendation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before T call upon von, Dr. Banerjea, to speak 
on’*^"our amendment, I .should like to point out that if ytui want to 
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f^peak OQ the main question, you should do so now in the same speech* 
I won’t allow you to make tw(f speeches. 

Dr« PRAMATHANATH BANERJEAs I hej^ to move, by way of 
amendment to motion of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-llahim, that the'llill 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting? i>pinion thereon before the 
.'10th November, 192o. 

I desire to make it (Jear at the out>et that this is not a dilatory 
motion in any sense of the term. Important iiuestions ot prim‘ii>le are 
involved in the measure brought before this (\nintil by the IIon‘lde Sir 
Abd-iir-Ilahim, and my object in movin^^ thi- amendment is to a fiord an 
opportunity to political and educational institiiticms for expressing; their 
opinion on tbe*e (juestions. 

I sliould like tcj j>Iace before this ('onnril the jrrounds on which I 
urge the acceptance ot this amendment. In the first place, this Bill 
.seeks to restrict the poweis «)t tlte Legislative (\»uncil in however small 
a measure it may be. 'Pho annual votifig of grants b\ the 'Legislative 
(’ouncil enables tlie ('oun< il to put a .salutary check on unnec’es.sary 
expenditure and also to control the policy of administrative departments 
ot (irovernment and of institutions vshic h aie assi.sted out of public funds. 
Sir, this is a veiy j)otent and effective weapem in the hands ot the 
Legislative (\>uncil. The cjuestion mew is-— Is it desirable for this 
(\)uncil to lay aside this weapon c»r to allow it to ru.st H 

CircumstaiH'es may arise in which it may be desirable for the greater 
good of the community that (he ('oiim il should not exercise this power 
and I am personally of opinion that (here can he no better case for 
the non-exercise hy (he Council of thi.s power than that of a 
rniversity. The autonomy ot a rniversity is a thing desirahle in itself 
hut it is also desirable in (he geneial in(erest.s of the communily. But 
while this is my personal oi)inion I cannot shut ni> eyes to the fact 
that opinions of a diffeient charHC(er are held by others. The Sfatennan 
of Calcutta, rej)resenting an influential sec tion of pulclic opinion, says “ It 
i.s a fundamental princi])le of denioc rucy that jmyinent from public 
funds should be attended by a public scrutiny and what experience has 
shown elsewhere should not be lightly abandoned in India The 
(Toveriiment of India Act has cemferred privileges and impo.sed obligu- 
tiou.s upcm the Couiu il and among them popular control of education is 
one. I find ahso that the Indian A.ssoc iation of ('alcutta> of which the 
late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea w as the President, expressed the opinion 
that this Bill should not be pa.ssed immediately but .should be circulated 
for eliciting pubBf opinion. 

The next question which should Ice considered in thi.s connection 
is whether it is pc^ssihle to .safeguard the interest.* of the 1 niver.sity 
without restricting the powers ot the Council.* A solution perhaps would 
he found in providing a siatutccry grunt covering to the bulk of the 
expenditure of the rniversity leaving a small amount to be vot<® 
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anntially by the Council. But this is a matter which also should be 
threshed out clearly by the public and by the members of the Council 
before they accepted it.' 

Lastly, it is desirable that the public should express its opinion 
definitely on the question whether or not there should be differential treat- 
ment between the two Universities in the same province. 

Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin has mentioned certain points t)f difference between 
the Calcutta and Dacca Universities. He sayS that the Dacca Univer- 
sity is the creation entirely of Government; so also is the Calcutta 
T^niversity. The Calcutta University was created by an Act of the 
Indian Lej^islature and was not brouj^ht into existence by a resolution 
passed at a publics iiieetinjif. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim says again that the Dac'ca 
University has to depend entirely on Government and that it has no 
resources of its own ; its fee fund is small and it has no endowment. 
It is true that in some of these respects the position of the Calcutta 
University differs to some extent from that of the Da(‘ca University, birt 
w'hat should be the principle on whh'h public funds ought to be expended ? 
Would you not help those that help themselves to a greater extent 
than those who are unable to kelp themselves? I do not see any point in 
the distinction which Sir Abd-iir-Rahim has drawn between the two Uni- 
versities. He further says that the Calcutta University can dispense with 
the Government grant. This is not a fact. I am sorry that an Hon’ble 
Member in the position of Sir Abd-ur-Rahim should have made such a 
remark. He, of all persons, ought to know what difliculties the Calcutta 
Cniversity has had to contend w’ith during the last o years — how great 
has been its financial distress, and what sufferings its teai hers have umler- 
gone. Rut 1 will not dilate on these points. I am told that tlie Cah utta 
C^niversity has the sympathy of Government — sympathy in an abundant 
measure, but what about funds? Sir Abd-ur-Rahim and his department 
have been investigating this (juestion of funds for the last three or four 
months and still they have not had time fo come to a decision ! Sympathy 
indeed! I am thankful for the grunts which the Calcutta University has 
received in the past, but I must say that these grants have alw'uys been 
made tardily and after the teachers have undergone great distress. It is for 
the public to say whether the (^alcutta University should be treated 
in this shabby manner and the Dacca University should be treated in a 
different manner. I wish the Dacca University to grow up into a great 
centre of learning. I wish the Dac('a University to be well providetl 
with funds out of public revenues, but I also wish that the Calcutta 
University should receive full justice at the hands of Government. 
When this is decided upon and the principle whether a statutory grant 
should be made to a University is fully threshed out in the press and 
on the public platform, I shall agree to a measure which will incorporate 
the provisions regarding tie two Universities in one Bill so that both 
the Universities may have full autonomy and they may both grow up to 
tBeir full stature in an atmosphere of freedom. 
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Mr. A. K. ABU AHMiD KHAN CHUZNAVI: I ri»e to 
oppose the amendtuent ntove^ hv Dr. Bauer jea and have nmrh pleasure 
in giving my whole-hearted sup|H>rt to the Bill ju»t introduced by 1113' 
friend the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Hahiiii. It is a mea.sure the iiefessity 
for which, I am sure, will he titinspurent to all. Owing to the m'ent 
announcement of the |>olicy of our friends (»p(>osite it is of paniinount 
importanre that the Dacca Tnivcrsitj- Act should be amended in such 
a way as to safeguard <Jje very life of the Tniversity which is yet in 
its cradle and ha> to depend f(U' its very existence iijmn the sup{mrtof 
the Government. 


I take it that every self-governing institution must have an assuivd 
income to emtble it to discharge its duties without let or hindrance 
from ^mthide. How doe^ the Daci u I’niveisity stand in this respet't 
and what is the history of it> gene'*i>y When Ka>tern Bengal and 
Assam, a Province which was destined to IjIo.snoui uml fade away anti 
which I had the unitjue privilege of representing for the first and last 
time in both Hindu and Moslem iiiteiests in the old htiperial legisla- 
tive (\)uncil was done to deatli by a “ingle stroke ol the pen it was 
felt that something should be done lor the uplift of the great Moslem 
communitv of both tlie Ileiigal by establishing at the heaihjuurters of 
tlie whilom provime an rniversity which would not merely be an 
examining body but also u teaching institution modelled on the line*) 
of the great Vniversities of Oxford and ruiiibriilge. Is it then not 
meet and proper that this institution should W assured of a (‘outinuous 
existence and not be left in a position where it may be throttled at any 
moment owing to any freak or a passing whim on the part of any 
political caucus that might la* in power. I may at once say that to 
provide against sudi a contingency the immediate passing of this 
measure is necessary. 

We have just heard that the Government of India started this rniver- 
sity with an initial capital grant of dl) lakhs and a re<*urring grant of 
o lakhs which had to ai cumulate to TO lakhs before the work could 
be begun. The estimate that was drawn up at the time on the lines 
of the Calcutta Fniversity Commission s ix*poii showed that a sum of 
7J to lU lakh.s of rupees would he re<juired as recurring expenditure 
to enable it to discharge its function in a suitable way but then came 
the Great World War and in its wake followed scan ity rif funds all 
over the world. It was therefore with consumate ability that the then 
treasurer, Mr. Lindsay, who happily is present in our mi<lst to-day, 
with the as.sistance of one or two other functionaries, was al)le to trim 
that estimate and bring it down to 5 lakhs or fhereahout. Since then, 
the only a.ssured income that the Fniversitj' can count ufK>n is roughly 
a lakh and a quarter in fees and half-a-lakh from investment. In addi- 
tion to this the Fniversity has been receiving about 5 lakhs from jjie 
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Government of Bengal from the year 1920 or 1921. This then^pre- 
sents practically the sum total of the University’s stock of funds. 

Comparisons are always odious and I would feign have recourse to 
such a method in my advocacy for support of this Bill but, at the 
present moment I am compelled to draw a parallel with the Calcutta 
University and to show that the assured reveaue which that alm/imater 
possesses is over 10 lakhs fioin Matriculation fees alone. 

xjlft BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 10 lakhs from Matriculation feea 
alone? 

Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: Yes: When 
now-a-days one hears so much of the boa'^ted Hindu-Mo^'lem pact I am 
sure no Hindu brother in this House would grudge this infant Univer- 
sity, where M(»slem element is ever on the increase, this small measure 
(»f safety from the sword of Doinocles that would otherwise he ever 
hanging over ils head. Dr. Banerjea has told us, however, that some 
method of expressing public approval or disapproval of the policy of 
the University should be left open and therefore either, firstly, this 
measure should not be {)a88ed or, secondly, a lakh or any appreciable 
sum out of the proposed lakhs should be left on the votable list 0 |*, 
thirdly, the salary of the Vice-Chancellor Nhould be left open to the 
mercy of this (Council. I shall say straight-away without the least 
hesitation that I am entirely opposed to any of these proposals. I 
think, Sir, fellow members of this House will agree when I say that no 
person worthy of his salt outside Bedlam would ever consent to come 
out from Europe to act as Vice-Cham ellor with such uncertainty hang- 
ing over his head nor would it be at all possible to find a worthy Vice- 
Chancellor in India who could consent to accept such a position. I 
quite admit that this measure would be looked upon as unconstitutional 
if it were intended to shut out all healthy critii ism and all light of 
day to bear upon its policy, but surely there are various methods ready 
at hand whereby the policy of the University could always be discussed 
in the Council, whereas a result of such discussion arising from any 
resolution a Committee can always be called into existence to enquire 
into the affairs and the policy of the University and on the result of 
such an inquiry it would always be open to the members of this House 
to end or rescind the Act in any way that the majority pleased. Then, 
wherefore is the necessity of even keeping a margin of a lakh or so out 
of the proposed 5} lakhs on the votable list and thereby cripple its 
resources and clog the wheels of the University madhinen’ from run- 
ning smoothly. 

Tor these reasons, Sir, I urge with all the emphasis at ray command 
that we one and all should pass this measure without the least hesita- 
tion. 



GOVERNMENT BlIXS, 


«7 



IIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am T«ry aorry tlmt Sir Abd^ur- 
Eah^ should haTe concii^ed his speech in the way he did. He 
critiolaed the speeches of those who raised the sectional question hut 
how did he end his speech ? Calcutta University 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You had better move your amendment first. 
It is no use making two speeches. You can make only one speech, 
first dealing with your own amendment and then with the main 
question. * 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURI: On a point of order. 
There are two amendments to the effect that the Dacca University 
Bill he referred to u Select Committee and that it lie circulated for 
puhl^' opinion*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 propose to have diNCUssion on all the amend- 
ments. First the amendment •< will he moved and then speei'hes may 
he made dealing with all the motions helore the House. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Why then was 

Mr. Uhuznavi allowed to speak J' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is in my cii'-cretion. IMense go on Dr. Roy. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY:y heg to move, hy way of amend- 
ment to the motion of the Hon hle Sir Ahd-ur-llahiin, that the Hill he 
referred to a Select Conmiittee consisting of the Hon’ble Sir Ahd-ur- 
Rahim, Di . Pramathanath Banerjea, Mr. A. F. Rahman, Sir ProvaHh 
Chamlra Mitter, llaliu Bejoy Krishna Bose, Bahu Maninntha Nath Roy, 
Rai Harendranatli (’haudhuri, Mauivi Wahed Ilossain. Mr. .1. II. Lindsay, 
Dr. Ahdulla Stihrawurdy and myself, five to f(»rm a quorum, with 
instnictioms to suhinit their report before the 15th November, 1925, 
for pre.sentation to the Council. 

With the pcrinission of the House, I w^ould like to include some 
of the names which are mentioned in the next two amendments, as 
I understand that on the inclusion of these names, the movers of these 
amendments will withdraw theirs^ May 1 mention the names that I 
want to he included in the Select Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are now moving only your amendment. 

Dr. BIDHA^ CHANDRA ROY: If the House gives me permis- 
sion, I would add the few names which have been mentioned in amend- 
ments Noh. 3 and 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I iet us have your^speech first, and then I 
might jiermit you to include the names. 

7a 
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>/ Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY:^s I began, I am very sorry that 
Sir Abtl-tir-Rahini should have ended hA speech in the way he did, 
by appeal to communal feelings. It was he who complained that 
certain o]* inions have been expressed and sectional arguments have 
been advanced with regard to the Dacca University— yet, in fact, 
whttt did he say towards the end of his speech : Jle sa^d : Ihe 
Muhammadans deserve special benefit Why must he find it neces- 
sttiy 1o refer to the benefits the Muhammadars were b. get, in order 
to induce members of the House to vote for his Bill. Then again he 
said by way of illustration that in the Calcutta University Senate 
there are only six Muhammadans. May I ask: who is responsible for 
this state of affairs? There are 100 members in the Senate of whom 
piaclically 90 members are nominated by the Government. ^ ,The 
Hvm'ble Member himself or his predecessor must have been rospr>nsible 
for this state of affairs — it is not the Calcutta University which can 
be blamed for it. He has raised this question, has appealed to the 
communal feelings and said : Do not grudge any benefit to the 
Muhammadans in Kastern Bcmgal. For myself, I shall be glad to 
see not one University in Dacea, not one University in Eastern Bengal, 
but piactieally one Fniversity in every division of Bengal, and then^ 
only ] and jmblie opinion will be satisfied. At the outset I v.ish to 
make inv position perfectly clear , and I repeat what I said as a 
signatory to the Government Grant Committee Report, which was 
submitted to the Senate in the year 1922, and this is what we said: 

We denire to emphasise that if education is to be our policy as a nation, it must not 
bo our politico ; freedom la ita very life-blood, the condition of lU growth, the secret of 
its euccesa — it demanda li})orty aa wtll as support. VV’e shall in this i onne^tion re'er to 
only one other opinion, that of Profess »r Sir William Ri Igeway of flu* Uaiver-iry cf 
Cambridge, who thua conchuUs his inatiuciive paper on “ Cambridge and the Royal 
Co nmiasioii ” {Qu arterly Review, Oc’tober 11122). 

To sum up, the aeceptan*o of a Government grant is fraught with the grave t 
danj.er. Un ess it ii made a permai ent charge on the consohd ite 1 fund it will prc\e 
fatal to the autonomy of the Univ. r ity.” 

Sir, I stick to every word that was said in the report, and yet I 
have matle up my mind to move the amendment which stands in my 
name for this reason. 

The legislature is naturally anxious to exercise some control over 
the Universiti<*s and to ensure that adequate financial safeguards are 
provided, so that the money grunted is well and properly speni; not 
only that, but in a growing University like the Dacca University, it 
is essential that public opinion should have ample liberty and scope 
in framing, guiding and modifying its poliev from time to time. 

We know that the Dat^ea T^niversity owed its origin to a demand 
from a certain section of the people and that the representatives of the 
pjiople 'should have an opportunity of indicating to the University, 
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from time to time, whether they desire the mcuiey to be spent in one 
particular direction or not ;* for instants, whether they wish that a 
portion of the mone}* should l)e spent for the backward communities^ 
or that more money should be spent for the purpose of developing 
military training or vocatumal training of the students in the Fniver- 
sity. The Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has introduced a great deal of 
extraneous matters for the purpose of pushing forward his own Bill. 
He says that Dacca is a good centre ft>r a residential Fniversity, No 
one denies that, and nobody has ever denied it either in the present 
or in the past, and I h(>pe no one will deny it in the future. He says 
that the Da('ca Fniversity has numerous wants, which Fniversity has 
not? On the other hand I think there is no Fniversity in (he world 
wbicdi has sut^ sufficient money of its <iwn as to he able to do without 
State grants. In this connection, he has also said that for years the 
Calcutta Fniversity has earried on its w(»rk without any grunts. But he 
has forgotten to mention that for years (he Caleutta Fniversity was 
merely an examining lualy and the distress from whieh the Calcutta 
Fniveisity now suffers is due to its having given effect to th»‘ Act of the 
Imperial Legislatuie of 1904, by which (he (alcutta I^iiversity was 
created as one for the promotion of teaching and research. I do not 
follow, wliy the Hon hie Member should have used this argument at 
all. Is it heeciuse the Calcutta I niversity can maintain and has 
maintained its own and has met its (»wn expenses from the fee funds, 
theref(»re it shmild not get a small assi.stance from Gov<‘rnment? May 
I he f»ennitted to <|U(»te what Sir Henry Wheeler said in connection 
with the demands he asked f(»r from the Council for the Kalimpcmg 
Honios and the Loreto ('onvent ? He said that these institutions had 
attracted public g^enercKsity on an extensive scale, and he urged 
eI(K[uentIy that they were entitled accordingly to liberal assistance 
fnun the public funds, f(»r, as he put it tersely “ it is a sound business 
transaction to encourage private liberality I hope Sir Abd-ur-lltihim 
d(»es not dispute that Sir Henry Wheeler was a very cajaible business 
man, so far as the Councirs transactions were concerned. The real 
question at issue is not this: Is the Dacca Fniversity to obtain a 
State grant? Personally I may not be divulging a secret if I say 
that I made an application on behalf of the Calcutta Fniversity to 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahiin, the Member in charge of Education, that the grant 
to l)e made t(> the Calcutta Fniversity might also lie made “ non-voted 
or at least a portion of it. Therefore to me it is not a (juestioij as to 
whether it is essential that grants he made in such a way that any 
chance of votinjf in the Council may not affect the work of the Fiiiver- 
sity, so that those employed under the Fniversity ’may have a surety 
of tenure and their prospects may be ensured. These are questions 
which Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has brought out Ipit they do not really require 
arguing at this stage. What I would wish to ask at the present 
moment is — has the Government been able to satisfy this Council tbet 
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the amount of Rs. SJ lakhs is the minimum which the Dacca Univer- 
sity wants f I will mention to you and to the members of Council the 
fact that the Dacca University had in the past been employing men 
who had previously worked in the Calcutta University and I will quote 
the salaries they had drawn in the two Universities and you will see 
what the difference is. Dr. Romesh Chandra Majumdar was drawing 
Rs. 425 in the Calcutta University and he is now getting a salary of 
Rs. 600 to Rs. 1,000. Dr Jnanendra Nath Ghosh was drawing 
Rs. 225 here 

MftUlvi Ai Kt FAZL-UL HUQ* May I rise to a point of order? Is 
the hon’ble member in order in discussing the question of salaries? 

* C 

f Mr# PRESIDENT* T)r. Roy, please go on. 

Dfi BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Dr. Ghosh who has been an 
University Professor in Dacca is no\^ getting there Rs. 1,000. My 
position is this : if the services of these particular gentlemen are so 
valuable, by all means have their services, tmt let us understand that 
for each paidicular post the Dacca University has under its swl^j 
there is a particular pay fixed for it. The particular gentlemen who 
are now enjoying the amenities of the Dacca University may have 
been employed for a certain terms and by all nuums let the Council 
give the extra sum which would be reijuircd over and above the pay 
which the posts should carry 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I want to know whether these are the salaries 
W’kich are being paid now. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have got the report of the Post- 
graduate Organisation Committee* and the Budget o{ the Dacca Univer- 
sity which give these figures and they are public property. I need not 
go into the other examples, but will only say that unless you determine 
the lowest or the minimum cost of the Dacca University, it will 
affect the other Universities in two ways — first of all, Government 
revenues being very limited at present, Government cannot pay as 
much as it wislu'S to all the Universities. liast year, when the Gov- 
ernment met the representation of the Calcutta U niversity with regard 
to the deficit that the University has been suffering from year to 
yJhr, it was pointed out to the Government that it would be necessary 
to go into every detail of the cost of the year before a^minimum could 
be determined. The members of Council must have received the report 
which was issued after 75 sittings were held, which will show that a 
proposition such as this, namely, to find out the real needs of a Univer- 
sity cannot be taken light-heartedly. The members of Dacca Univer- 
sity nnist be asked to sit together and find out the minimum cost and 
al^ to fix the amount of pay that should be attached to the individual 
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posia itud in order to remor^ hardshipa every peraon appointed there 
for a term should get whdt he is getting now over and above the 
salary thus fixed for the particular post. 

There is another aspect which I would like to bring before the 
members of the House. We find it difficult for us to get men in the 
Calcutta Fniversity, because within half a day\s jcmrney from Calcutta 
they can get a higher sijary and we shall lose our men unless we can 
also pay them the higher stilarv here. After all it will In* the Govern- 
ment that will have to ptiy the money here as well as in Dacca. This 
difference in the scale would lead to an increase in cost in carrying 
on both the .Fniversities. Therefore niy proposition is — let the iSelect 
Committee frame certain issues and put them to the Dacca Fniversity 
as wcTl as to other Fniversities which will be affected by this Bill. 
It will not be very Iat(‘ if in tlie November session of the (Nmncil the 
matter be brought forward again with all the inf(»rmation. so that w© 
can go tt> the public jind say that we have done this with our eyes 
open. It has been said that beth the motions are dilatory. For (be 
present the grant for this year has already been sanctioned by this 
Co^cil, and even if we wall till November, it will not affect the 
present incunilx^nts. T wtnild, therefore, appeal to the members of the 
Htmse to support my motion. It is not f<jr the purpose of obstructing 
not for the purj)i»se of refusing the grant, but for the purpose of 
eliciting more information, s(» that it may be possible for us to place 
before the members of Council and the public the minimum unnmnt 
that the Dacca T’fuversity letjuiies and ubat the Council must give. 


Mr. PRESIDENT* Do I understand that if your fintber amend- 
ment suggesting < eitain other ftames is allowed, the other two members 
are willing to witlidraw their motions? 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Yes, T understand so 


Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Provided we are allowed 
to speak. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Certainly. Wliat are the names you suggest, 
Dr. Boy? 


Or, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I suggest the ffdb)wini4 names 

fiddition to thos^ wbicli have already been mentioneil : — 

Mauivi Md. Nurul Hu<| Cliaudhury', 

Ml. Eiran Sankar Hoy, 

Mr. Syed M. Ma*ih, 

Mr. E. F. Oaten, and 
Mauivi Ahdur Rashid Khan.^j 
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If I am allowed I can say why I have chosen to add the names of , these 
particular gentlemen to the Select Commfttee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is much better not tp go into those details. 
Is there any objertion to the alteration in this amendment *r 

There being no objection, the alteration was allowed. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I rise to speak on this question 
because I think that there are some inconsistencies in the arguments 
of my hon’hle friends, Dr. Banerjea and Dr. Roy. Dr. Banerjea 
starts by laying down the constitutional principle that this Council 
should not give up its rights of scrutinising the accounts of the Uni- 
versity and also laying down that in the beginning of* each year the 
Council will decide as to wdiat amount should be paid In respect of a 
particular item of expenditure. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA; I did not say that. 

Bab&i DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: This may not be the exact 
words which he used but if his priucijde is adojited, it would really 
come to this. If the (kmncil is not g(dng to scrutinise the expenditure 
of tlie Da(‘ca T^niversity when they vote for grants, there is no earthly 
reason whatever why it should be necessary for the University to come 
forward year after year before the Council and ask for grants. I am 
sure lK)th Doctors Roy and Banerjea are educationists and they have 
from year to year 

Df. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask whether you are quite 
sure? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Order, order. 

Btbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I should not be surprised if 
they assure me that they are not educationists. In any case, I hope 
that they are edin'utionists and that they are in favour of the s[)read 
of education in this country. There are many members not only in 
this (\nincil but in previous Councils who have always complained 
against the non-allotment of suthcient funds for education. If there 
are such complaints, I (annot understand why, when the (Govern- 
ment is (‘oming fcjrward for a statutory grant for an educational 

versify, there should 1 h* any ground for opposition or complaint 
wimtsoever. Sir, the speech of Dr. Banerjea is, I think, the strongest 
argument in suiiiMirt of this Bill. He cited the cus^ of the Calcutta 
University and asked us to appreciate the difficulty of that Univer- 
sity ill obtaining even a small grant, either from the Council or from 
the Government, I am u.sjiig the word Council advisedly, because 
in previous years a txmtention was raiseil that in the cin'umstanees in 
imbicb the Calcutta University was being managed, it was not advisable 
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for tkii Council to vote the grant unless and until some improvement 
were effected. Dr. Banerjea’i contention was that neither the Council 
nor the Government should go into the question of the internal manage* 
ment of the University. Sir, there is the constitution of the Dacca 
University and that constitution has Wen passed by the Ijegislative 
Council. That constitution seeks to give certain rights of management 
to the elective ix'presentatives of the i>eople as also to some nomineea 
of Government. If thi^ Council thinks that sufticient confidence 
ought to he reposed in that constitutional l)od.\ , surely that ought to 
W a good ground for raising the constitutional issue. But so long a» 
the constitution stands, I ho])e that this House will ('ontiitue to rejuwe 
its confidence jo those who are entrusted with the management of the 
I)a<T* I niversity. Just as in the <‘ase of the Calcutta I’niversity 
the coniidaint was that Government wanted to take away the liberty 
of the University authorities in regard to internal management of 
the University, what reason was there to think that in future Govern- 
inetjt will not similarly create difficulties in the way of tl»e Dacca 
University hy insisting on interfering with its internal management 
which would he ven* undesirable tor the development of the Univer'-ity 
itself. From a business-like point of view I consider that, if any 
institution is to flourish, there sliould W a grant on which that 
institution can rely for its support ami there should 1 m‘ no ojjportunity 
for the C«)mH il or the Gcjvernmeiit c<mibining together and op]M»sing 
the grants for its maintenance. Dr. Banerjea and Dr. Huy know 
perfectly well that, if at any time there is a dispute between the 
(H)vernmcnt and the University — whatever the grounds of that may 
W — and if the (jovernment docs not cIumisc to include in the Jtudget 
a demand for grant for tlie Dacca Cniversity, the rules do not ]>ermit 
anv members of the Council to have if included in the Budget. In 
these circumstances, 1 think it is desirable, from the petqde’s jjoint of 
view, that an educational instit\iti(ui like tlie Dacca University should 
not be forced to rely on the tender mercies of the G»iveriiment for 
including in the Budget an item for grant. In regard to the ('ab-utla 
University, if 1 have been able to follow' the arguments of Dr. Banerjea 
and Dr. Hoy their contention is that, if the Dacca Cniversity is going 
to W given a statut<»ry grant the ('a)cutta Universify shall also W 
given a similar grant. 

0r« BiDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I point out that that is not 
my argument y 

BaBu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: It may W that T am mistaken 
hut I can sympathise with Dr. Roy and Dr. Banerjea in their desire 
to secure for the Calcutta University a statutoi^ grant and I am no 
less eager than they in regard to this matter. We ore on common 
grounds when I say that the Calcutta University should W placed^n 
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a position that it may dispense with the^ mercy of the Council by 
having a statutory grant. If we are inclined to support a statutory 
grant for the Calcutta University why should we object to such a grant 
for the Dacca University. If there is difficulty in the way of giving 
a statutory grant to the Dacca University a similar difficulty must exist 
in ihe case of the Calcutta University also. But if it is contended that 
the Calcutta University should have a statutory grant it is no argument 
to say that if the Government is not merciful towards the Calcutta 
University it should not also be merciful towards the Dacca Uiiiversitv. 
The whole (|uestion is this: Whether the Dacca University is a 
desirable institution or not. If it is thought desirable then the next 
(luestion would be whether the Government should maice a grant to 
that University and if a grant is thought necessary wliether it jfbJTuld 
be made without giving the Council or the Government the right of 
interfering with the internal management of the University. If the 
Government is in a position to give a statutory grant to the Dacca 
Uriversity there is no reason why a similar demand from the Calcutta 
University should not be considered by Government. If Dr. Banerjea 
and Dr. Roy are really mindful of the interest of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity I think they should allow this Bill to pass and il»en press the 
G(Aernment for a similar Bill in regard to tlie Calcutta University to 
be introdmed. Personally speaking I think that there should be a 
statutory grant both for the Dacca as well as for the Calcutta Univer- 
sity in order that the work of the two University may be condiicted 
properly. Sir, the communal question raised by Sir Abd-ur-Rahi n 
docs not arise in this connection at all. It is not a (luestion whether 
n purti<*ular section of a community will get more advantage out -vf 
the grant or not. If the country is to progress botli Hindus and 
Muhammadans must receive a sufficient amount of education and 1 
hone that this communal (luestion does not exist in the minds of any 
members of this House. 

Mluivi WAHEO HOSSAINs I like to say something regarding the 
confusion of idea,s which I find prevails in the minds of some of the 
spwikers who have taken part in the debate. I fail to understand why 
the question of Hindus and Muhanimadan.s should be raised here, or whv 
the question of communal interest should be discussed in this connec- 
tion. It is purely a (juestion <d e<lucational interest and I fail to 
understand the contention that l>ecause the University is situated in 
Eastern Bengal, therefore the Muhammadans have ^lost interest in 
it. I fail to understand how can such a pro[)osition be advanced having 
regard to the fact that the uumbet of students in the Dacca University 
is pre<lominently Hindu and the Muhammadan {wrcentage is small. 
Therefore I think that the ‘question of communal interest is quite out 
of place. I should }ike to jmint out one other thing. So far as the 
DIcca University is concerned, the real question to be decided is this: 
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Is it a popular institution or a Stata institution^ If it is a State insti- 
tution Aen we shall have to be*vei*y careful in scrutinising the mode of 
expenditure and examining the way in which the institution is run; 
but, as far as I undei-stand the I niversity, as constituted, is not a State 
institution but a jwpular educational institution with a certain amount 
of popular control in it. It may be that that control is not sufficient, 
but still it cannot be denied that it is meant to be a popular iustitutitm 
and struggling to l)e fre€» from Government con1i*ol. Now let us hxjk 
to the jmsition. If we fail to make this grant we shall be depriving 
the University of a popular contrcd and make it tlependent on (lovertu 
ment. If the Government does not bring forward a motion for grant 
to the Dacca Fniversity what would be its position? The, Fniversity 
authai;i,ties will have to go to (T(.vernment every year and cajole and 
flatter the official members to give tlu*n» siune grunt for its stabilisation. 
Then its position will always be ot entire dej>eiidence. 

But you make a permanent grant— I do not sa\ o lakhs or (> lakhs— 
w’hatever may be a leasonable grant if yon make a grunt, to that 
extent you free the T'niversity from depeutling ujKin Government to 
that extent you give it a posititcni of iudependeiu'e. 1, therefore, say 
that if a certain amount is neces}«irv for its efficiency, we should not 
grudge it. 

The question is then raised — shall we not consult the public opin- 
ion before making the grant? Now, there are instames to show that 
for a matter of o or (I lakhs we do not always g(> ior public o{)inion. 
Take for example the resolutions which have been tableil for discussion 
regarding the grant of Ks. lakhs for the stuhilisution (»f the Post 
graduate studies. Will you go to the puhlie ami ask for their (ipin- 
ion? I think, Sir, in such matters puhlie opinion is not of such 
importance as we are attaching to it. No doubt public opiinon slumbl 
be taken on important matters, but tbeue are (xc-asions on which we 
can, I think, exercise otir own discretion and help the Dacca Fniver- 
sity, which is tiying to niak<* its<*lt efficient and free fr(un Gfjvernineiit 
control. A complaint has Wen made that the Dac<a Fniversity is 
accorde<l a differential treatment fr(mi that accorded t<» the Gulcutta 
I niversity, but is that a valid ground foi opposing or delaying 
a Bill which will enable the Fniversity to have an efficient 
control over its own affairs? Yon may say that the con- 
trol is not sufficient. But the remedy you are proposing is not the 
remedy which will cure the disease. The absence of statutory provi- 
sion in the case one institution or the differential treatment accorded 
to one institution is not a ground for refusing a grant to another 
institution which is trying to get sufficient control over its finances. 

I should like to make one thing clear, I welcome a spirit of healthy 
rivalry, but certainly not a spirit of jealoiwy. It ia no ground that 
because the Calcutta Fniversity in certain respects do not receive as 
much support as the Dacca Fniversity, we should opjwse the Bill. It 
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there be any valid jfround, let that ground be stated, but I do not think 
that the differential treatiUent of the *two Universities, is a valid 
ground for opposing the Bill. 

Oft PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I ask who has opposed 
the Bill? 

Miulvi WANED H088AINS I say the trend is so. The speeches 
go to show that. As I have said already Ulike a healthy spirit of 
rivalry but certainly not a spirit of jealousy. 

There is one thing more. It is said that there is no statutory pro- 
vision for a permanent grant in the case of the Calcutta University. 
Well, if any gentleman wants that, let him bring forward a BiU, hut 
if the Dacca University wants a guarantee a sort of assurance W the 
management for its own affairs certainly I shall say that the absence 
of a statutory provision in the case of one institution is not a valid 
ground for opposing, or throwing out, or even for delaying this Bill 
in the case of the Dacca University. 

Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I have much pleasure in support- 
ing the amendment of Dr. B. C. Boy and the amendment of Dr. 
Banerjeu in which he proposes to have public (tpinion on the subject. 

Bsbu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN : Which amendment is he 
supporting? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Are you suj)porting botli the amendments? 

Btbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: If the first amendment is lost, 
then I will support the se<‘ond amendment. Sir, in the case of the Bengal 
Highways Bill, Government ha<l been pleased to ask for the opinion 
not only of the District Gfticers, but also of several public lM)dies, but 
I am really astonished to find that in the case of this Bill, in which 
we are going to commit ourselves to an expenditure of Rs. 5J lakhs 
a year not for one year but for good no such opinion has been asked 
for. Sir, it is a question of jninciple. Thi> Council has full control 
on the (picstion (»f grants to the Universities either the Dacca Univer- 
sity or the Calcutta T’^niversity, We get an opjmrtunity of discussing 
the questi(m and drawing attention of the Government as weH as of 
the Universities to their latches, if any. But if we commit ourselves 
to this expenditure for good, we will lose that opportunity. Sir, I 
find that invidious distinction has been made between the Calcutta 
University and the Dacca University. The Dacca University has 4 
colleges under its control, while there are 50 colleges under the control 
of the Calcutta University. But T find that in the case of the Calcutta 
University this Council, on the recommendation of Government, has 
.sanctioned a grant of Rs. 3,34.(K)0 this year, while in the case of the 
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Dacca Umversity, they have sanctioned a gtmi of Its. 9 lakh's. I do 

^ould W pl^aced on the. same looting. In the case of the Calcuttn 
Fniversity the actual grant in the year 1923-24 was Rs. 4 17 0(X> and 
^18 yew It has been reduced to Us. 3.31 ,000. But in the case of the 
Dacca University the grant of lis. 9 lakhs ja-r annum has Iwn con- 
tinned, nothwithstanding the reiKut of the Bengal Retrenchment ('oiu- 
mittee-a Committee wlijch wa. apiKiinteil by Oovernment and which 
took into consideration the evidence of the representatives of several 
public bodies— and it aiipeais from their report tliat the Dacca Cni- 
versity i.s nothing but a while elephant. This (’ommittee suggested 
that the expenditure shoul.t be reihiced from 9 lakhs to 4 lakhs tier 
aiiijum. • 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I can piw you two minute^ more. This is the 
usual time for adjournment. 

Bftbu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Now, Sir, it would u|>i>ear from 
that rejuirt that the evidence that they had received and the ojiinion 
they had formed was that the Dacca rniver.sity was nut l>ein^ run on 
economical lines, A student in the M.A. arts class pays only Ks. 12 
])VY month for lectures, tuition, (‘tc., as well as for hostel acromnmda- 
tion. Therefore the ('ommittee were of opinion that the most salutary 
course was to moderate the pre.sent tendencies ami they recommended 
that from the next financial year the reciirrin^r arrant should he fixed 
at Rs. 4 lakhs. Rut notwithstanding the <lelil>erate o])ini(>n of the 
Retrenchment rommittee, we have been calltMl upon to incur a 
recurrinjf g’rant of R.^, >)\ lakh** — not for one year hut for ^■•Mid. 1 do 

not oppose the Rill, and I am j»ersonally of opinion that the ohjwt 
is to develop technical and aprrif ultural education, hut what I sujfffest 
is that w'e should wait for a month or two till we are favoured will, 
the opinion of public hodie.^ on the .suhje<*t. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then udj(»urned till r.M., on Friday, the 14th 
August 1925, at the Town Hall, t'alciitta. 
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proviifOfis of tlie Covornment of India Act. 

The CouTifil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 14th August, 1925, at 3 p.m. 

Proeent: 

The Hon’ble the Pi evident ( Kumai Shib Shekluireswar Ray) in 
the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Executive Council and 
120 nominated and elected members. ' 


Starred Questions. 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Muhammadan employees in various Courts at Alipore. 

•XXV. Mr. M. DAUD: (n) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Depaitmeiit be pleuNed to lay on the table a 
^tatement showing— 

(i) names; and 

(”) pay 

of sheristadars, iieshkars, nazir>, cleiks, amla, typists and other 
employees, w’ho are working .at present in the Jiulge’s, Sub-Judges, 
Sadar Muiisif’s, District Magistrate’s and other Magistrates’ Courts 
of the district of the 24-Parganas? 

(6) How many of them are Muhammadan? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state the names of 
the Muhammadan employees, with their designation and pay? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of filling one- 
third jhikIs by apiMiinting in future vacancies Muhammadan condidates 
in the new jKists and also Muhammadan apprentices? 

MEMBER in oherge of ilUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blc 
Sir Abd-ur-Rihim): (u) to (rl The lalamr involved an compiling the 
answem would Iw* incommensurate with their utility and Government 
do nut feel juatified in furnisliing them. 

(d) Government are committed to the policy of apixiinting qualified 
Muhammadan caudidatevS in every third vacancy. 
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Afpointmuit of Muhamiiiwluo in the Joworo CoMootoraU. 

•XXVI. Maulvi ABDUL* QUAOER: (a) Will the Hon’bl* the 
Member in charge of the Department of Rerenue be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(?) the number of new jirobationers ami others. np]M)iute<l by the 
present District Magistrate ami Collector of Jessore since 
the assumption of his office ; ami 

(it) the number of Muhammadans appointed to these posts 
in the Jessoie Collectorate ? 

(/>) Is it a fact that the said District Magistrate ujipointed some 
Ilimlu candidates, who are not Matriculate'^, in jireference to the 
Muhi'mniadan candidates who passed the Matriculation Examination? 

(r) AA ill the Ilon’ble the Member be jdeascd to state whether, in 
this matter, the District Magistrate obseiwed the existing standing 
circular regarding the appointment of Miihammudaiis in the minis- 
terial services and whether the local Muhammadan Association was 
consulted before the appointments were made? 

(f/) If the answ’er to <c) is in the negative, are the (loverument 
considering tlie desirability of issuing instructions for the observance 
of the rule in future? 

MEMBER in diarge of DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble Maharaja Kahaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur 
of Nadia): (ft) (i) No new probationei has Wen apjH>inted by tin* pre- 
sent Magistrate' and (\dlector. 

Eight clerks have been apjiointed temjiorarily in seven permanent 
and one temporary vacancies in the District Office and forty-one tein- 
jiorary (lerks have been ajipointeii in the (Vss Hexaluation Office. 

Im) Three of the eight clerks and twelve of the forty-one clerks in 
the Ce^s Devaluation Office are Muhammadans. 

(h) Of the five Hindu clerks ajiiKiinted temjwrarily to the District 
Office, two have not passed the Matriculation Examination. The 
qualifications of the tenqiorary clerks ap{K)inted to the Cess Revalua- 
tion ftffice have not been reported, but in making such ajiiMjintments 
it is not necessary to appoint iKTsons who have passeil the Matriculation 
Examination, and preference is given to clerks with useful experience. 

M All the appointments w'ere tem|>orarv ami the circular regarding 
the appointment^f a due projiortion of Muhaiiiiuudans has Wen suW 
stantially complied with. As Muhammadan candidates were available, 
it was not necessary to consult the local Muhammadan Assordation. 

(d) Government do not consider that it m necessary’ to issue further 
instructions. 
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Criminal aharges against ofltoers of Bengal Police Foroe. 

• 

•XXVII. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(?) how many officers are employed at present in the Bengal Police 
Force, excluding the Calcutta Police Force: 

(if) how many charges of a criminal nature were brought against 
su(‘h police oftic(*rs during the course of the last two years ; 
(???) how many cases w’ere brought before a court of law; 

(??’) how many cases ended in acfiuittal ; 

(r) in how many cases was departmental action taken antt the 
nature iliereof; and 

(?’?) wluit are the names of the officers against wliom <lepartmental 
action was taken'' 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (?) to (?’) The member is referred to para- 
graph 12 and to statement D in the* Bengal Police Pejmrts for the 
years 192d and 1924, an advance <*oj»y of the re]>ort for 1924 Ixdng 
laid on the Library table. 

(ri) Government do not consider it desirable to give the names. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: With regard to the answer to (rf), the ITon’ble 
Meml)er says “ Government do not consider it desirable to give the 
names ”, May I ask the reason.s why? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no use asking such (luestions. < trder, 
order. 

Mr. il. M. SEN GUPTA: May 1 ask a supplementary question? 
Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to give reasons why he is 
not preparwl to disclose the names? 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The reasons are obvious. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: I want to ask a question. These reasons 
are not obvious to me; I am a member of the House and I should 
like to know the I'easons. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, onler. 

Mr. M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir, if a question 
is put, are we not entitled to obtain an answer from the member to 

whom the question is put? 

c 
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Mr. PRiSIDENT: Mr. ^Sen Gapta; you are tlie Leader of 
oppoiition and 1 appeal to you alwaya to assist me in tlie discharge 
of my duties in this House. You can surely understand that these 
are iirelevant questions and are not to be allowed. If I am mistaken, 
and you can point out my mistake, I shall be glad to correct it. 

Mr. A. C. BAMERdEE: On a ixiint of order. Sir, I put a question 
to the Hon'ble MeniW and he has not given me an answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order, there can l>e no point of order 
on the matter of questions. When I say “ older, onler ”, it is finishe<l. 

Ddtenu Sachindra Nath Sanyal. 

•XXVIII. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: ki) Will the Iloiride 
the MernlHU' in (duirge of the Political Department he pleaded io state 
whether Srijut Sachindra Nath Sanyal, who was arrested on the 25th 
February last under the Bengal ( trdiiiance and detained in jail, and 
who is now being prosecuted in Bankura uinler section 124 A, 
has been relea.sed from detention under the (trdiimncey If not, wliy 
not 

{h) If he has been rel(‘a.sed from the order under the Bengal Onlin- 
ance, has that fai't been rommuniiated to him!" If so. when 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the H0fi*ble 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (./) 'So-, he is still under re>traint under the 
Bengal Fiiitiiiial Law Amendment Act, l!i25. For the answer to bis 
s(‘coiul iiucrv, the nuMiiber is leterTed to siM'tion 11 of tliat Act. 

(h) Does not ari.se. 


Inspector-General of Registration. 

•XXIX. Mr. S. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the llon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Kducatioii be pleustnl to name the 
native district of the present I inspect or-tieiierul of Registration ^ 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Menibei 1 m* plea.sed to lay on the table a 
eiatement showing, year by year, the number of visits paid by him to 
each district in the province since he has joined his present iMJsty 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’bte Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim) : (a) Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam, the 
present Inspector-General of Ilegi. strut ion, Bengal, wua Inirn in Comilla, 
but has been domiciled in Calcutta for over 46 years. 

(6) The statement called for U laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of starred (pnestion 
No. XXIX. 


1919. 

[N.B . — It is not clear from the question whether visits to headquarters or to 
mufassol ofBoes ore meant. However, figures for both are given] — 

District iieadqvarters visited once 

(1) Barisal, (2) Bankura, (»‘l) Jlirbhum, (4) Bop:i*u, (5) Burclwaii. 
(G) Calcutta, (7) Chittagong, (8) Dacca, (9) Darjeeling, 
(10) Dinajpur, (11) Faridpur, (12) Hooghly, (13) Howrah, 
(14) Jalpaiguri, (15) Jessore, (16) Khulna, (17) Ma^da, 
(18) Midnapore, (19) Murshidabtid (Berhampore), 
(20) MynuMiHingh, (21) Nadia, (22) Noakhali, (23) Pabiia, 
(24) KajHhahi, (25) Ilangpur, (26) Tippera (Comilla) and 
(27) Alipore. 

DlSTRKrr IlKADQUAHTERS VISITED TWICE. 

(1) Chittagong, (2) Midnapore), (3) Comilla. 

Mr PASS AL OFFICES VISITED. 

(1) Fatheyabad, (2) Narayanganj, (3) Kurseong, (4) Bargachia, 
(5) Brahmaiibaria, (6) Behala Joint and (7) Yislinupur. 

1920. 

District headui auteks visited once. 

(1) Bankura, (2) Chittagong, (3) Dacca, (4) Dinajpur, 
(5) n(K)ghly, (6) Howrah, (7) Jessore, (8) Khulna, (9) Midua- 
porc, (10) Murshidabad, (11) Mymensingh, (12) Nadia, 
(13) Noakhali, (14) Pabna, (15) Tippera and (16) Alipore. 

Mcfassal offices visited. 

Gangajalghatu, Joydobpur, Narayanganj, Narayanganj Joint, 
Munshiganj, Hujabari, Sirajdikhaii, Rupganj, Goalundo, 
Madaripur, Madaripur Joint, Palong, Scrami>ore, Ulubaria, 
Bongaon, Kukrahati, Azimganj, Tailbagh, Nnntita, Jangipur, 
Gaffargaon, Janiolpur, Kushtia, (^huadanga, Ranaghat, 
Farashganj, Bt'gumganj, Feni, Deganbhuynn. Ixmiua. Lakhmi- 
pur, Bnihtnanburic, Joynagar, Sealdah, Cos8i}X)re, Barrack- 
pur, Dum-Dum, Naihati, Barasat, Basirhat, Hasnabad, 
Diamond Harbour and Mograhat. 
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DisTKICT H£.IOQrARTERS VIJ^ITEH ONCE. 

(1) Rangpur, (2) Midnapore, (3) Faridpur, (4) Birhhuuu 
(5) Rajshahi, (6) Calcutta, (7) Pabnn, (8) Darjeeling,. 
(9) Jessore, (10) Barisal, (11) Bogra. (12) Malda, (13) Dacca. 
(14) Mymensiiigh, (15) Julpaiguri, (16) Burdwau, (17) Mur* 
shidabad and ^8) Dinajfuir. 

District iik^dqi vrtkrs visited twice. 

(1) Darjeeling and (2) Myinensingb. 

t 

RcRAI. OKKK'ES visited. 

Keshabpur, Mnnirainpur, Boalinari, Bhanga, Dubrajpur, i^alipur. 
Naihati, A’lshnupur, Budge-Budge. Danlon, Domar, Cox‘yi 
Bazar, Alipur Duars tfwicf*), Lalninnirlud , Siliguri. Singair. 
Sabhar, Tushbhandar, DiauHUid Haibour, Meinari, Taiiduk. 
Mirpur and Contai. 


7.V22. 

Disiimit frE\i)gr\HTK«s visiifd once. 

(1) Bankuia. (2) Faridpur, (3) TTnogbly, (4) Nadia. (5) ('alrutta. 
fO) Howrah, (T) 21-Bargana.s (Alipon*), (8) Noakhali. 
(9) (\)inilla, ( l(h Darjeeling, (II) Chittagong, (12) Khulna, 
(13) Baiigfuir, (14) Br^gia, (15) Dac(‘a. ( H>) Mur«hidabad. 
(IT) MidiuqH)re and (18) Rajshahi. 

District headqi \rtkrs visited twice. 

Alipore (24-Parganas). 

Rtr-M. offices visited. 

Matla, Cox’s Bazar, Siliguri, Kiirseong, Ihituakhuli, Lanibur Hat. 
Rangania, Hathazari, (Jaibhundu, Ranipur Hat, Dopalganj, 
Raiganj, Kishoreganj, Kandi, Kandi Joint, Asansol am! 
Habra. 


im. 


Restrict iieadqcartehs visited once. 

(1) Burdwan, (2) Pabna, (3) MymeiiHingh, (4) Jessore, (5) Bir- 
bbum (Suri), (6) Malda, (7) Dinajpur, (8) Jalpaiguri,, 
(9) Barisal, (10) Tippera (Comilli*), (11) Dacca, (12) Khulna, 
(13) Darjeeling, (14) Faridpur, (15) (Chittagong, (16) Rang* 
pur, (17) Bogra and (18) Noakhali. ♦ 
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DiSTHICT HEADQrAETEBS VI|ITED TWICE. 

(1) Burdwan, (2) Dinajpur, (3) Bariaal and (4) Malda. 

Rural offices visitfj). 

Raniganj, Sirajganj, Netrakona, Nalhati, Ranagkat, Cliakdah, * 
Alipur Uuars, Madaripur First Joint, Madaripur Second Joint, 
SibchaT, Kushtia, Anandapur, Oarbetta, Sirajganj, Siliguri, 
Brahmanbaria, Narayanganj. 

Free primary eduoation. 

«XXX. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state the total number of schools in Bengal where Mr. Biss’ scheme 
of free jjrimary education has been introduced? 

(h) How" much money has been sj^ent by Government for this free 
primary education last year and how much is it estimated will be spent 
this year? 

Tha Hom’bto Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Eighty-five such schools 
have been started in 00 unions and municij)alities. 

(It) U\jpees 08,434. This will de])ond on the number of schemes 
maturing, but we have a budged provision for Re. 76,000 and are ask- 
ing for anolluM' lakh at pn^MUit. 


Amalgamated Madrasaah and High School at Murshidabad. 

*^XXXI. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: (/) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be jdeased to state 
whether it is one of the conditions of the amalgamation of the Nawab 
Bahadur’s Madrussah and the Nawab Bahadur’s High School at Murshi- 
dabad, that a Muhammadan ^ht^uld always be ajipointed as Assistant 
Head Master in the amalgamated institution? 

(ft) If so, luvs this condition always btsm <diserved since the 
amalgamation? ^ 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
present Assistant Head Master is a Muhammadan? 

(^1) If the answer t<i (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member l)e pleased to state the reasim that has led Government to 
dejmrt from the practice hitherto followed? 
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Tko Hon'Me Sb* AID>UI(<RAHIMt (a) No such condition wnir> 
proposed or accepted by Government at the time of the amal^mation 
of the two institutions at Murshidabad. 

(h) Does not arise. The post lias, however, as a matter of fact, 
been held by a Moslem for many years. 

(c) The present officiating Assistant Head Master is a non-Moslem. 

(d) Administrative t^nvenience. Government hope, however, to lie 
in a position to transfer a Moslem Assi.stant Head Master to tlie school 
at the close of the scluKil year. 


« Railway oonnection to NawabganJ. 

*XXXII. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHIS (a) Will the 
Hon'hle the MeinlM*r in charge of the Dejmrtmcnt of Public Wiikn 
(Railways) lie pleased to slate whether the (lut'stion of alignment of 
the railways to tlie north of the (langes has Ikmmi finally settled!^ 

ih) If the answer to (f/) is in tlu‘ affirmative, will the Ibm'hle the 
Member Ik* [ileased to state whidi of the ])rojert.s — 

(/) Nator-Rainpiir-Hoalia-tiodugari, and 
Ishiirdi-Ranijmr-lloalia-Naeltole, 
has been .'sanctioned hy the Railway Hoard V 

{(') When is the construction of the sam'tioned railway likely to he 
taken up!*^ 

id) Is it a fact tliat the (lovernmeiit of Bengal, in their letter 
No. t)()T. — R,. (latetl the ‘JNt Octolier. 1919, to the (Commissioner of tin* 
Rajshahi Division, requested him to consider the probability of 0 )>ening 
a railway line to Nawuhganj, forming a branch to one of the alignments 
referred to in t/ilP 

(e) Are tlie (^o^ eminent innsidering the ilesirahility of opening such 
a branch and of recommending the projiosnl to the Railway Hoard ? 

(/) In view of the ojiinion of the Railway Hoard, as expressed iij 
their letter No. lO-1-Oji HI, to the (Government of Bengal, dated the 
10th August, 1920, are the (Government considering the desiraljility of 
recommending to the Railway Hoard for a fresh local investigation 
regarding the traffic which Nawahganj and its neigh Imuring places do 
at present and, in the event of a railway connection, are likely to 
command? ^ 

MEMBER in oharg# of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYS) (tht Hon'bkl Mf« T* Eni6ftOii)s (a) This Government 
have no information on the subject. • 

(h) Neither of the projecta has been sanctioned by the Railway Boa^. 
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(c) This Government have no information on the subject. 

(d) The answer is in the negative. 

(e) and (/) The project cannot be recommended till a guarantee of 
interest on the capital outlay be forthcoming, and until the alignment 
to be adopted is decided on. 


Deputy Commissioner of Police, North Distriot, Calcutta. 

*XXXIII. Mr. M. DAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of tlie Appointment Department be pleased to state the name 
of the present Deputy Commissioner of Police in charge of the North 
District, Calcutta? 

* (h) Will tlie Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the pSriod 
during which he lias Wn liolding charge of the said district? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be jileased to state the names of 
the Deputy Commissioners of Police who have held charge of the 
South District, Calcutta, during the corresponding period, with the 
respective periods of the tenure of their office? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) to ((') The ineml)er is referreil to 
the Bengal (Quarterly Civil List, from which this information may be 
obtained. 


Dispensing with the services of Mr. A. R. Malik in the Agricultural 

Department. 

*XXXIV. Khan Bahadur Kazi ZAHIRUL HAQ: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the MemlH»r in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that before the appointment of Mr. A. R. Malik to 
the department, no Mussaliuan was ever appointed to the Imperial 
Service of tlie Bengal Agricultural Department since its institution 
and that even now there is no permanent Mussalmnn officer in the 
Jb’ovinciul Service of the Department ? 

(/») Is it not a fact that the appointment of Mr. Malik was partly 
clue to the above facts? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Mr. Malik has been served with notice of 
discharge, with effect from 1st August, 1925? 

{(f) Is it a fact that his discharge will denude the higher servica 
of the department altogether of Mussnlmans? 

{e) Is it a fact that the Ooverimient acknowledged the ability and 
epeeial Htness of Mr. Malik for the vcork in connection with water- 
hyacinth operations entrunted to him and that the work done by him 
was commendable and mentioned in Government commu^niqu^^. 
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{f} Is it a fact that the work in connection with water-hyacinth is 
recognised by the Governmfnt as very important and requiring im- 
mediate measures to check its further spread, and, fur this purpose, 
a more extensive scheme is to be introduced? 

(g) Have tbe Government ctmsidercd that in such a case the 
senices and expert advice of Mr. Malik would ho most valuable? 

{h) If the answer to (<*), (f/\, (o') and (f) are in the affirmative, 
will the Hon ’hie the Member l)e pleased to state the cir<‘umstances 
under which a notice was served (»n Mr. Malik? 

(f^ Are the Cioveriiinent considering the dt'sirahility of utilising 
the knowledge, spe(‘ial fitnos'^ and experience gained for the jmrticulnr 
work in (jueHlioii. by retaining his servi<es in the department or any 
otlie? department to which the hyacinth work may he transferred? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) to (0 In l!k^:;. 
there was a temimrary vacancy in the Heiigal cadre of the Indian Agri- 
<‘ultursil Service, ouirig to tlie grant of leave to the l)e])iity Director (»f 
Agri('uhiire, J’lastern Circle, and Mr. A. R. Malik, a Punjabi Muham- 
inudan, possessing the retiuisite (|imlifications, was appointed to oHi- 
<iate in the leave vacancy. Mr. Malik’s officiating appointment ceased 
on the ‘Jfith F(‘hiiiary, l!t24. owing to the return from hstve of 
Mr. Smith, Deputy Director of Agriculture, Knsttun Circle; and, in 
the ordinary way. Mi. Malik’s sen*icps would have been disjwnsed with 
by (Tovernment, with effect from that date. Meanwhile it had l)een 
decided to undertjike exjieriments with Griffiths’ spray and Mr. Malik 
was ajipointe<l to the temporary po>t specially created for th(» puqio.se 
ot can \ 111^4 on the expeiinicnts. The experimental work in conne<’- 
turn with the etVei t of ( hemical spia\s wutei-hyai’inth has now 
leached a stagi' when it is no longer necessary to entertain the servii'es 
ot a whole-time oth( er h r the purpose of <‘oiidu<'ting sueli experiments. 
It W!is accordingly decided to abolish the temporary post to wliieli 
Mr. Malik was appointed, with effect from the 1st August, 1925. 
After very lareful cmisidorat i«in, (tovernment have decided that 
Mr. Malik’s s(‘ientific (pialificalions cannot he .suitably utilised in 
ctinnection with the woik of pr(»paganda and organisation, which is 
How pr(»p(»sed to he undertaken in (MUinection with the water-hyacinth. 

Postir^ ff a constable in front of ** Stataannan ” Oflloe. 

•XXXV. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (ai Will the Hon’hle 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that an Indian con.stable always stands at the gate 
of \o. 3, Choivringhee Road, office of the .Statesman? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
constable has been ordered by the OoTemthent to take his stand there? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
why a constable is posted there? 

id) Who pays for the upkeep of the constable? 

The Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. 

(b) to (d) Since the year 1908, the Statesman office have had a 
force of three constables deputed to their premises at No. 8, Chowrin- 
ghee Koad. This force mans one beat in front of their office and is 
paid for at the usual rates for the supply of police to private indivi- 
duals. The duties of the constable stationed at this point are to 
scrutinize passes of persons going out of the office and visii the premises 
at night and see that everything is in order. 

Mr, Si N, HALDAR: Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to 
state whether the constable was deputed on the requisition of the Suites- 
man offi<*e, and if so, when? 

Tha HOfl’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The requisition was made 
by tlic Statesman (»ffice. I can't give the exact date oilhand, but it 
w’Hs in 1908, ns stated in my i*eply. 


Postgraduate teaching staff of the Calcutta University. 

«XXXVI. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: {a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Department of Kducation be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the members of the postgradu- 
ate teaching staff of the Calcutta Fniversity, wh(»se term of appoint- 
ment had recently expired, were provisionally reappointed only for 
four months, in consetjuence of the negotiations which had been going 
on for a long time between the Fniversity and the (joverninent for a 
recuning grant to the Fniversity? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a feeling of uncertainty 
created by reason of the duration of the negotiations ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of communicat- 
ing their decision to the Fniversity at an early date? 

(d) Have the Government come to any decision in the above matter? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state their decision in the matter? 

(/) If the answer to {d) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state when it is likely that a decision will be 
arrived at ? 

Are the Govarnmenf considering the desirability of fixing a 
rec'urring grant by a statutory’ enactment ? 
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TII9 Non^Ms Sir ABD«UR*RAHiiii (a) GoTemment undorataiiii 

this to be the case. # 

{h) Government have no information, but in the circumstances som 9 
uncertainty must necessarily exist. 

(c) Yes. 
id) Yo. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

(/) No date can lie fixed, but it is hoped that Government will 
in a position to decide the (piestion very shortly. 

(- 7 ) Yes. 


Reoommendations of Lee Commission. 

•XXXVII. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROYs Will the H.m’ble 
the Member in cliaiTre of the Appointment Department be jileased to 
state — 

( 1 ) whether in view of jmblie opinion the (irovernment consider it 
desirable not to f?ive effect to the recommendations of the 
Lee Commission in Benpul ; and 

(n) which of the recommendations, if any of the L«m‘ Commission 
have been driven effect t<> in BenfralJ' 

The HOfi’bie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The det ishm on the 
ret'ommendations of the Lee Commission does not lesl with this (it)V- 
ernment. As orders an* j)assed by the Secretary of State, they 
automatically have effect in Benjral. 

Bongtii Prisoners under Bengal Regulation of ISIS and Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of 1S2S. 

•XXXVIII. JBabu MANMATHA NATH ROY; Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in chaiye of the Political ])ej>artnu*nt be pl(‘aM*d to lay 
on the table a statement showing'*- - 

(0 the names of all Ben^jali jaditical prisoners, confinerl at present 
in or outside Beripil, havinj^ been convicted or detained 
under Benpral Rejirulation III or Bengal Ordinance of 19:^4; 

(it) the places where they are confined; and 

fin) the reasoii^ for the detention of prisoners, if any, confined out- 
side the Presidency of Bengal ? 

TIm Hofl’blo Sir WiCH STEPHENSON: (t) A statement is laid on 
the table. • 

• (n) and (m) Government are not prepared to give this information.^ 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (t) of itatred question 

No, xxxvm. 

JjisT OF Bengali pkisoners at present confined (in jails) under 
Regulation III of 1818 or the Bengal 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925. 

* 

Under Reyulatum 111 of ISIS. 

Amrita Lai Sarkar, Rabindra Mohan Sen Gupta, Jadu Gopal 
Mukharji, Satisli Chandra Pakrashi, Monoranjan Gupta, Man 
Mohan Bhattucharji, Bhupati Mazumdar, Rtime:»h Chandra 
Datta Chaudhuri, TTpendra Nath Banarji, Aruarendra Nath 
Chatarji, Bhupendra Kumar Datta, Jyotinh Chandra Ghosh, 
Kali Prosad Banarji, Jiban Lai Chatarji, Atiiidra Mohan Ray 
Chaudhuri, Arun Chandra Guha, Gopendra Lai Ray, Kirau 
Chandra Mukharji, Atul Krishna Ghosh, Satish (Hiandra 
Chakrabartti, Puma Chandra Das, Bepin Behari Ganpuli, and 
Pratul Chandra Ganj^uli. 


Under the BenyaJ Criiuinnl Law Amendment Act, 1925. 

Panchanan (Jhakrabartti, Ananta Lai Sinj^h, l^rithwis Chandra 
Basil, Manindra Nath Sen Gupta, Kshetra Mohan Sin^rh, 
Satish Ranjan Singh, Manindra Chandra Chakmbartti, 
Amulya Mukharji, Atul Chandra Ray, Amulya Chandra 
Adhikari, Kaliimda Bagchi, Pratul Krishna Bhattucharji, 
Kshitish (diandru Banarji, Nripendra Nath Mazuindar, Kiran 
<1uindra I)e, Purnananda Das Gupta, Tarini IRiushan Shome, 
Jitondra Nath Mukharji, J(»gesh Chandra Chatarji, Santosh 
Kumar Datta, Ambika (^haran Khan, Ajit Kumar Maitra, 
Jitesh Chandra liuhiri, Surendra Mohan Ghosh, Amur Krishna 
Ghosh, Trailakhya Charan Chakrabartti, Madan Mohan 
llhaumik, lluri Kumar Chakrabartti, Satyendra Chandra 
Miti*a, Subhas Chandra Basu, Anil Baran Rav, Suresh 
<'handra Bharadwaj, Nurayan Chandra Banarji, Angshu 
Praka.sh Banarji, Amikul (^handrn Mukharji, Ranajit Kumar 
Banarji, Ananda Kishore Mazuindar, Nare^i Chandra Datta 
<'haudhuri, Girindru Nath Banarji, Aswini Kumar Ganguli, 
Ramendi-u Nath Dus, (binesh Chandra (thosh, Premananda 
Datta, Sachindra Nath Sanyal, Suahil Kumar Banarji, 
Nugendm Nath Sen, Rumevsh ('handra Acharji, Ashutosh 
Kahili, Kali Sankar Ganguli and Kuli^iadu Hay Chaudhuri. ^ 
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(■nswars to which twere laid on the table). 

Donald Committee Report 

61 . Mu BUOY KRISHNA BOSE: («) Will the Handle the 
Member in charge of the Appointment J)epartment be pleased to state 
whether Government ron^mplate publishing the recommendations of 
the Donald Committee!*^ 

(h) If the answer to is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor y 

(c) Is the Il^n ble the Member awjirt* that the (tovernment comtuu* 
niquc^n the report of the Donald Committee has created u feeling of 
disappointment towards the non-otticial members of the Cmnmittee and 
has given rise to misgivings in other quarters!'^ 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of publishing 
the recommendations of the Committee to allay all jiossible misgivings 
in this 1‘espect? 

(e) Will the Hon ’hie the ^fember be pleased to state how many 
members of the Donald Committee agreed as regards — 

(i) the reduction of the salary of the members and cadre of the 

Ilengal Civil Service (Executive); and 

(//) a proportional rise in the salary and cadre of the Subordinate 
Civil Service? 

(J) Is it still in the conteniiilation of the Goveniment to reduce the 
cadre of the Bengal (’ivil Service (Exe<-utive) and to imrease propoi- 
tionately the cadie ot the Subordinate Civil Servii-e? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: un, (/>.. (J* and (o A 

copy of the report is laid on the libiary tabb*. 

(r) (Tovejiinienl have no information legaii^ling- the feeling of the 
non-official memliers oi the Committee in this respect. Some members 
of the Subordinate Civil Serviie liave expiesseil disapjiointinent, and 
a memorial of the Service As'*ociation to that effect has been leeeived. 

{/) The subject i*- still tindei the consideratirin of (iovernment. 

District Agricultural Officers. 

62. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: to* Will the Uon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Agriculiuie and Induatries lie [deused 
to lay on the table a .statement showing — 

(i) the iiuml)er of Jfistricl Agi n ultural Officers whose services were 

disfiensed with on iic( munt of retrenchment during the year 

(ii) the length of servii e of each of them? 


QUESTIONS. Ill 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any District Agricultural Officers have been appointed 
during the year 1924-25 ; 

(it) if so, how many have been so appointed; and 

(iii) whether these newly-appointed District Agricultural Officers 
were men of the department or taken from outside? 

(c) If any outsiders have been appointed, will the Hon’ble the 
MemW be pleased to state their number and the reasons for their 
appointment in preference to those whose services were dispensed with 
on account of retrenchment ? 

(d) Is it a fact that three of the District Agricultural Officers whose 
services were dispensed with on account of retrenchment have been 
engaged in the Manipur Farm at Dacca for training? 

(r) What is the length of service of each of those three officers? 

(/) Is it a fact that some of them served as District Officer for ten 
years and officiated as Divisional Superintendent? 

(f/) Will the TIon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the 
Government consider it necessary for them to be placed for training at 
this period of their Hervi(*e and after officiating as Divisional Supeiin- 
tendent? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (o), (/) and (ii) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(b), (0 and (if) Eight were appointed, viz., one in a permanent, and 
seven in officiating vacancies. 

(iii) All the vacancies were filled by officers of the department, either 
permanent or temporary. 

(r) The ([uestion does not arise. 

(d) No, 

(e) to (//) Do not arise. 


Staieffu^nt referred to in the reply to dause. (a) of unstarred question No. 62. 


1 , 

2 . 


4. 


6 . 

6 . 


7 . 


Nhiuo of officers retrenched. 

Total lenjarth of Gjv- 
emment Borvice on 
lat November 1924, 
the date of dis- 
charge. 

y. M. D. 

6 0 12 

Total length of per- 
manent service in 
claas I of Subordi- 

Dinesh Chandra Das 

nate Agricultural 
Service on 1st Nov- 
ember 1924. 

Y. M. D. 

3 10 0 

Nalini Kanta Sen 

4 11 18 

3 8 0 

Jogendra Chandra De 

14 1 3 

3 8 0 

Utpal Sarkar .. 

10 1 20 

3 7 0 

Pramatha Nath Chakraborty 

15 2 0 

3 5 29 

Nritya Qopai Majumd^r 

11 0 11 

3 4 24 

Siair Kumar Das Qupta 

5 10 0 

2 7 0 
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63. iabu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: {a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Comilla Hospital has been condemned 8t‘veral times 

by the highest, authorities, Iwth on account of its situation 
and equipment ; 

(ii) that the improvement of the hospital has long Iw^en promised 

by the Government and that a scheme for const ru(‘t ion of a 
new hospital was invited; 

(iU) that a scheme estimated to cost Its. has l>een submitteil 

by the Civil Surgeon of Tippera, on l)ehalf of the Dispen- 
sary Committee ; and 

(h') that subscriptions abow Its. 50.000 have already been promised 
by the public*, who are ready to bear half the cost if the 
other half is borne by the Government y 

(h) Is it in the contemplation ot the Government to take advantage 
of the public support and to give immediate effect to the schemed 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja KshaumsH Chandra Ray Bahadur 
of Nadia): (a) (i) Yes. 

(*i) No definite promise has been made. An expectation of a grant* 
from Government was lield out l)y His Excellency the (lovernor in 
Jul}*, 1925, j)ro\i(led substantial loc al confributions were assuied and 
definite financial proi»osals made by the Commissioner. A scheme for 
the construction of a iic*w hospital wa.s invitcui. 

(lit) The scheme, estimated to cost Ks. 1,47,5!)9, has beam submittc^d. 

(«•) Yes, 

(6) The sclienie has been examined. Further information has been 
called for, particularly on the point as to how the increased cost of the 
new hospital would In? met. 


Proposed Leper Colony at Midnapore and exteneion of 
curative treatment 

64. Mr. F. E. JAMES. Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of 
the Department of Ixa'a! Self-Gcjvernment lie pleasc^d to state — 

(t) what steps are being taken with reference to the building of a 
eettlement for lepers at Midnapore for which a tite wad 
preeented to Government in 1921 ; and ^ 
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(«) what steps the Government arf» proposing to take in order to 
make available for the large number of lepers, who live in 
villages, the latest curative treatment? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Vahadur 

of Nadia: (i) A scheme for a leper colony at Midnapore was worked 
out in considerable detail, and borings for water were undertaken on the 
site presented to Government for the purpose of a colony. A scheme, 
of which the capital cost was estimated at Rs. 1,90,000, was adminis- 
tratively approved, but financial difficulties have prevented its prosecu- 
tion. The boring which has been made has unfortunately been a failure, 
and further steps must be taken to obtain an adequate water-supply if 
the scheme is to proceed on this site. (lovernment, however, are at 
present unable to provide funds for the leper colony. 

(rV) Excellent work is at present being done at the School of Tropical 
Medicine to make the latest methods of treating leprosy available to 
le]>ers who live in Calcutta or can come to the city for treatment. There 
is much to be said in favour of establishing small leprosy clinics for 
out-patient treatment in rural areas. The staff of the Mission Leper 
Asylums at Raniganj and Rankura have been trained in the latest cura- 
tive methods ]>y Dr. Muir, at Gobra, and these asylums have recently 
been equipj>ed at Government expense w'ith modern appliances for the 
diagnosis and treatment of lepers. Government will invite the atten- 
tion of local bodies to the desirability of establishing out-patients' 
leprosy clinics tor the treatment <»f suitable eases, although segregation 
ill colonies seems the prof>er method of dealing with highly infective 
patients who cannot afford home treatment involving elaborate precau- 
tions to protect other members of the family. 


Mr. F. E. 1IAME8: Arising out of the answer to (juestion 04, may 
1 ask if tlie G<»veniinent aie seriously (’onsidering, now that finances 
are imjiroved, the early inclusion in the annual estimates of a sum 
of money n<*ceHsary for the establishment of a LeiK?r Colony? 

The Hen’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia; The matter is under the consideration of Government. 


Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920 . 

S5t Mr. C. MORGAN: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 

charge of the Police Department be pleased to state why the Bengal 
(h’uelty to Animals Act, 19‘.?0, has not been brought into operation? 

(h) Will the Ilou’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
Government contemplate publishing a notification bringing the Act 
into operation in the near future? 

(r) If the r«»ply to (fh is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
^Member bi» pleased to state the reasons? 
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Tbt Noii*bl« Sir HUGH fTEPHENSONl (a) to (c) The rettftona 
which have so far precluded Government from bringing the Act into 
operation are contained in the speech I delivered at the meeting oi 
the I^/egislative Council on the 2(Hh August^ 1923, on the motion oi 
Major Hasan Suhrawardy for taking into consideration the Cruelty 
to Animals (Amendment) Bill. As 1 then explained, Government 
bad been in correspondence with the Calcutta Corporation, liefore the 
Act was passed, about th% details of a City Veterinary Department, 
which the Conioration contemplated establishing. Thi.< proposal was 
in line with the recommendations of a committee appointed to considei 
improvements in the mea.sures for the prevention of cruelty to animals. 
At the time when the Act wa'i passed, however, the Calcutta ('orporii- 
tion’s* proposals for a City ^'ete^inarv Department had not tak**n 
effect. Government had therefore before them the alternativeH ol 
creating the veterinary staff necessary for the proper working of the 
new Act, if brought into force, or awaiting the establishment by the* 
Calcutta (,'orporat ion of their Veterinary Department. The latter 
alternative was adopted, in accoidance with the original intention that 
the Act should ordinarily la* administered by local authorities; and 
details of the staff deemed necessary were put before the ('orporation, 
with the eiHjuiry whether they would administer the Act, in Septem 
her, 1921. In the following Februar> . (lovernment were informed hv 
the Corporation that it had always been the intention that the (’ity 
Veterinary Department should administer the A(‘t. hut that before 
coming to a final conclusion thev preferred to await the opinion of the 
Chief Veterinary ttfticer, who was about to he appointed. In October, 
1923, the Corporation intimated to Government that the appointment 
of a Chief Veteriiiaiy Officer has been deferred for the present and 
again, in May, l{f24, they stated that “ no decision has yet Inau*' 
arrived at”’. There the matter rests at present. If the Corporation 
definitely decide not to constitute thi.s City Veterinary Department 
and take charge of the Act, Government will revise their sf‘heme and 
put it before the Council. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: May I ask as to when the Bengal 
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920, is likely to he given cdfect toP f want 
a definite answer. 

The Hofi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 have nothing to add Up 
ray answer. 

Abolition of Kaiie thana* 

66. Maufvi ABDUL QUAOER: (a) Will the HmCble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a 
fart that the Kalia police-station, in the .fea«ore district, has been» 
aliolished ? ^ 
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(h) If so, will the Hon'ble the M<^ber be pleased to state the 
feasons for such abolition ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the people of Kalia made several representa- 
tions to the Government against such abolition? 

id) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
.copy of the reply given to the memorialists? 

(e) Is it a fact that Naraganti police-stjation, with which Kalia 
poli(‘e-station has been amalgamated, is situated in one corner of the 
jurisdiction? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of reconsider- 
ing their decision ? 

h 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) Yes. 

ih) The abolition of this thana formed part of the proposals for 
retrenchment in the Jessore district accepted by Government. 

(r) Yes. 

(V/) No reply was sent, as it was decided to adhere to this 
retrenchment. 

(c) That is the case at present, but it is hoped to find a more 
.central situation for the thana when funds permit. 

(/) Government have no intention of reconsidering that matter at 
present, but the results of this retrenchment will be watched in 
common with those of other retrenchments. 

Aooees to third and inter class passengers on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway platforms. 

67. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: in) Is the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of rubli(‘ (Hail ways) 

aware of the hardship caused to the third and inter clasN passengers 
4m the Eastern llengal Railway, especially to hradrahu} female passen- 
gers, by the issue of circular No. 1, dated the 9th August, viz.: 

** Third and inter class juiSMUigers must lie kejit in the passenger hall 
and not allowed to enter the j>latform until the gate is opened by the 
ticket clerk or any other clerk on duty, that kv, 10 minutes before the 
ivrrival of the trains '*? 

ih) If the answer to (a) is »n the affirmative, are the Government 
.4'onsidering the desirability of moving the proper authorities for the 
withdrawal and modification of the circular? 

(r) If the answer to Oj) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
nidering the desirability of enquiring into the matter? 

(d) Is it a fact that section lib of the liegulations of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Time Table lays <lown that the “ Luggage offices are 

♦ ^closed 10 iniuutee before the titartiiig time of a train, and passengers 
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who to twok, should, therefore, be at the statiou with 

their luggage at least 15 minutes before the starting time of the train 
they with their luggage to go by **? 

(e) How is this consistent with the above rule? 

Thu HOfl’Mt Mr. T. EMERSON, (a) to {r) The circular apparently 
refers to a local order issued at a particular station, Shamuagar, owing 
to passengers loitering oit the platform, trespassing on the line, with 
resulting accidents, and travelling without tickets. Arrangements 
were, however, made to allow aooe^^ to females to the female waiting* 
room. 

(d) and {e\ This has no counection with the general lule section 
115 of the Eastern Bengal Bailway Time Table us the general prac- 
tice is for luggage to be Inniked in the pa>senger hall ami not on the 
platform. 

Altoged extension of service to Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam. 

6S. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: AVill the Hoiride the Member in charge 
of the Department of Education be plea.sed to state 

(i) whether the appointment held by Khan Bahadur Aminul Islam 

is a gazette<i one; 

(ii) the age wdien a gazetted olHcer mii*-t, under the rules, retire: 

{lit) the reuMjns wliich would entitle suc*h an offiier under the rules 

to obtain an extension of service; 

{tv) the reasons for which the (toverinueni grant him the extension; 
and 

(r) whicli of those reasons apply in the case of Khun Bahadur 
Aminul Islam? 

The Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: <i) The reply is in the 
affirmative. 

(ii) to (iv) Ordinarily a gazetted officer is require<l to retire on 
attaining the age of 55 years : but he may be retoineil in service after 
that age with the sanction of the local (ioveriiment, on public grounds, 

(r) The question of granting an extension of service to Khun 
Bahadur Aminul I.slain has not yet arisen. He will b<* 55 years of age 
in January, 1929. 

Proooodifigi and fliMings of Watar^Hyaointli Committaa. 

BB. Maiitvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon^le the Member 
iu charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state whether the proceedings and findings of the Committee 
appoint4M] to consider the problem of eradication of water-hyacinth in 
Bengal were published? ^ 
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(b) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
publishing them? 

The Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) and (h) The proceed- 
ings and findings of the Water-Hyacinth Committee, appointed in 
Jfc'ne, 1921, and presided over by Sir J. C. Bose, were duly published 
in January, 1923. 


Ifioome towards primary eduoation. 


70, Mr, F, E. JAMES: Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Education be jdeased to state ~ 

(/) the amount of contributions received annually from local autho- 
rities (municipalities and district boards) towards jjrimary 
education, from 1920-25 inclusive; 

(n) the income derived from («) fees, and ib) endowments, in all 
primary schools (Government, municijial and private! 
annually, during the same period : and 

iiii) the total grants paid by the Government annually toward** 
primary education in the same j)eriod? 


The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR<RAHIM: u) to (»/i) A statement in 
placed on the table. 


Stoiement rc/errerf lo ta the reply to unstarred question Xo. 7(L 


Year 

1. 


u. 

III. 

.. 

Annual contTibu- 
lion from Dhttrlct 
Hoards and Muni- 
clpalttift toward* 
primary school. 

Itu'omc of primary school# derived 
from 

' 

(ollMs, If;) liidoniiicula 

‘ and otht r »our* 

1 

OovfTun^t grant* 
to pnmar)’ 
•ClUNOl#. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

h 

i 

i 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1 Rs. 

Re. 

j 

1920-21 

1 9,24.538 

18,52,115 

J 5,31,155 

17,72.066 

1921-22 

8,94,143 

19,70,780 

' 5,39.007 

’ 19,16,113 

1922.23 

I 9.54,579 

18,72,969 

5.97,741 

19,52,659 

1923-24 

9,97,921 

20.44,960 

1 6,26,768 

! 19,53.688 

1924-25 

1 10,39,774 

21,81,822 

j 7,08,835 

19,59,533 
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Attiok on iJtm tmiifdm of itloml^ obook n omo d 
** latyo OharM Nimpon.’* 

71. Moillvi AFTAB HOMAIN dOARDARs {a) U the Uon'bk 
the Member in rharpre of the Political Defuutineiit aware — 

{%) that some Roman Catholic priests have published a lumk in 
Bengali, “ Si^tya Dhurnia Nirupan ” bj' name; and 

(it) that on pages 132 and iJtJl of the book, the great founder of 
the Muhammadan religion has Wn i-riticiEeil and chura(‘ter- 
ized as a notorious, and denioraliKed man, and the great 
religion of Islam ha^ la^en ( hura< teriiteti as a religituj of 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state 

(») whether that luKik lias btM^n proscribed; and 

uj) if not, whether any other steps have been taken in the matter? 

(r) If the answer to {!>) is in the negative, will the lion'ble the 
Member l>e pleased to state the reuscuisy 

The Hofl’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Ui) to (c) The meml>er is 
referred to the ronimt/ntf/uc on this subject, which wa^ issuer! to the 
press on the Kith March, 192'). A copy is laid on the table. 


(\itn nnintquf’ (hitcil thr lOth March, }U2o, referred to rn the reply to 
uustarred (jae.^tion .Vo. 71. 

The attention of (iovernrnent has l)een drawn to an article which 
appeared in the Mu.^.taltnan of the 17th Fehruarv , 192*^), entitled, 

“ Malicious attack on the Holy J^rophet.*’ The ai'ticle (|U(»les passages 
from a hook called “ Satya Dharma Nirupan,” which criticize the 
character of the Projdiet and attacks tlie Muhammadan religion. 
Government exj)erienced difficulty in securing a copy of the iHMik and 
were surprised to learn, on enquiry frcmi the r'ditors of the M u/tgolman 
and of the Moslem Darpan, which paper had also referred to the attar^k 
on the Prophet, that neither of them had seen the h<M)k. On securing 
a copy of the hcKik, Government have learnt that it was ])ublished in 
1899. Government have also betui informed that it has been out of 
print for 15 years. The articles in the Mugmlmrm and Modem harpan 
have been followed by articles in other newspapers, and public meet- 
ings of protest have been held in certain districts. At one of the«te 
meetings money was colle<‘ted for prosecuting the publisher, who, aa 
a matter of fact, died 23 years ago. It ia^nie that this book contains 
attacks on the Prophet, which must be ver\' distressing to the Muham- 
madan community, and which are very improper. Government 

9 a 
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unable to understand what public purposc^is served by reproducing such 
remarks from a book published 26 years ago, and they are surprised 
that the editors of two Muhammadan newspapers should so lightly 
have given publicity to such writing and thereby have caused distress 
to hundreds of their co-religionists. These passages in the book would 
certainly not have come to the notice of the public but for their repro- 
duction in two Muhammadan newspapers. 


Inspector Madan Mohan Chakravarty. 

72. Mauivi NAJMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will thee Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Police Department be pleiised to state whether 
it is a fact that Pabii Madan Mohan Chakravarty stands about 52 in 
the gradation list of Sub-Inspectors? 

(h) Is it a fact that llai Bahadur Puma Chandra Lahiri recom- 
mended his promotion to the rank of Inspector in supersession of the 
claims of about 50 persons senior to liim ? 

(c) Is it a fact that sii»cc about a year Bahu Madan Mohan Chakra- 
vurty has been continuing as an Inspector? 

(d) Is it a fact that Balm Madan Mohan (’hakravarty wuis given a 
reward of Ps. 100 by Pai Bahadur Purnu (^handra Lahiri for writing 
out the history-sheets of some criminals? 

(c) Will the Ilon’hle the Member he pleased to state w'hether it is 
usual to grant rew^ards for such works? 

(f) If the answ(*r to ic) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle the 
Member he pleased to state whether there is any precedent? 


The Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON, {a) to (/) Government do 
not consider it to he in the public interest to tlisclose what recommenda- 
tions for promotion are made by departmental officers to their superiors. 
Nor do Government consider it to be in the public interest to disclose 
the grounds on which rewards are made to particular police officers. 


Alleged oooaine triffle in CeJoutta. 

73. Mauivi NAaMUDDIN AHMED: {a) Is the Hon’hle the 
MemWr in charge of the Police Department aware of the judgment of 
Mr. Keays, as delivered in the case of Enij)eror versus Dinnath Saha? 

(6) If so, have the Government taken any steps to ascertain the 
names of the whol^le cocaine dealers, whose names, according to the 
judgment of Mr. Keays. are frequently mentioned in his court? 
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(ir) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble the 
Memlb^r be please<i to state %hat steps, if any, have the Governiuenl 
taken m are proposing to take against them ? 


id) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reason V 


(e) Will the Hon'ble the Meml>er lie pleased to state whether the 
Government were previously aware of the existence of any cocaine- and 
gambling-dens? * 

if) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the statement made by 
constable Wali Muhammad regarding the i-eceipt of regular payments 
of money by various jjolice officers from the tocaine- and gambling- 
dens of Bagigari? 

(//) If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, will the Hon' Me the 
Member be pleased to state who were the officers involved ai»d what 
action have the Government taken against them ? 

(fi) Is it a fact that for the last eight years Itai Bahadur l*urna 
Chandra Lahiri is in charge of the Northern Division of t'alcutta, where 
these gamblings- and coi aine-dens exist ? 


(i) Is it a fact that und(*r the rules Deputy Commissioners should 
not be in charge of a division for more than five years? 


(;) Is it a fact that in during the absence of Tlai l^iirrin 

Chandra Lahiri Bahadur, his temi>orarv successor, Mr. B. N. Baiierjee. 
succeeded in putting an end to the cocaine traffic in Cabnttn? 

(Ic) Is it a fact that in 19 *J 0 an emiuiry was instituted by Mr. Koddis, 
the officiating Commissioner of Police, regarding the comidicity of 
certain police officers in the sale of cocaine and keeping of gambling- 
den .s in Calcutta? 


(/) Is it a fact that a great deal of valuable information was 
collected during the enquiry by Messrs, Wilson, Shaw and Bhupen 
Banerjee, and that some very conif>romising facts agninst certain high 
officials were brought to light by the examination of account hooks of 
some merchants at Burra Bazar? 

If so, w hat has become (d that rejxirt ? 

(n) Will the Hon’hle the Meml)er be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the result of the enejuiries made and also the action, if any, 
taken hv the Government on the report ? 

(o) Will the Iloii’ble the MemlaT l>e pleased to state who were the 
officers involved and whether the hanking accounts of those c^fficiaU 
were examined in this connection? 


Tlie Hotfbkl Sir HUCH STEPHENSON S (a) to (o) Government 
have seen a copy of the judgment referred fo. Mr. Keays, who is now 
on leave, baa been asked to furnish particulars with reference to ih^ 
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lemayks contained in hia judgment. On receipt of particulars, Gov- 
ernment urill consider wliat action sKould be taken. For the present 
Government are not prepared to make any statement about these 
accusations. 


Oats against Inspector Mailan Mdian Chakravarty. 

74. MaulVJ NAdMUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware that Inspector Madan Mohan 
Chakravarty was sent up for trial on charges of forgery, perjury ond 
tampering with public documents, by Mr. Keays, the Aijditional Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, in connection with a cocaine case? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Public l^rosecutor had instructions on behalf 
of the Crown not to press the charge, but to ask for the dismissal of 
the case? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie the 
Meml)er l>e pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

(d) Is it a fact that subMecjuent to the dismissal of the case the 
Government culled for the records of the case and that Rai Bahadur 
Puma Chandra Lnhiri submitted u note to the Government supporting 
the conducl of the accused, Madan Mohan Chakravarty? 

(e) Will the Hon’bie the Member Iw* pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the judgment of Mr. Keays and of the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate, together with the report of Rai Puma Chandra Lahiri Bahadur? 

(/) Will the Hon’bie the Member be pleased fo state the result of 
the emiuiry, if any, made by the Government in the matter? 

The Hon’bie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; (u) to (/) Government have 
appointed a (Commission to enquire into this case and are not at present 
prepared to make any statement about it. 


Appointment of Muhtmmadens in the Hooghly, Howrah end MIdnaporo 
OoHeotorates and in the office of tho Commissioner, Btirdwan 
Division. 

7S. Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(G how many posts are there in the offices under the Collectors 
of the Hooghly. ’Howrah and Midnapore districts and in the 
office of the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division; 
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how many of these posts are held at present by Maham'i 
madans ; * 


(Hi) how many appointments were made in the years 1923 to 1925; 
and 


(ir) how many were given to Muhammadans? 


TiM Hoii’Me Mahtra^ KtHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY iahadiir 
pf Nadias (0 116, 73, HKS and 33, respectively. 

(i?) 21, 12, 17 and 4, respectively. 

(tit) 23, 7, 16- and 2, respectively. 

(ir'i 4. 4, 4 and nil, respectively, excluding menials in each case. 


Allaged oocaina traffic in Calcutta. 

76. Babu SARAT CHANDRA BA6U: ia) Is the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Police I)ej>Qrtment aware of the 
judgment delivered by Mr. Keays, Additional Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate, in the case of Emperor vernust Dinnuth Saha, as published in 
the Munsalnmn of the 16th June, 1925? 

(5) Have the Government taken any steps to ascertain the names 
of the wholesale cocaine dealers who, according to Mr. Keay*s judgment, 
are known to the indice? 

ic) What ^teps. if an\, have the Government taken against the 
pfdice officers wlio have failed! in their duty in this resj)ect? 

((f) Is it a fact that the drug evil has l)een completely eradicated 
from Titagarh by the wholesale transfer of the fjolice officers? 

(f) Is it a fact that the Northern Division of the Calcutta Police 
has eametl a reputation for being the hot-bed of c(M*aine- and gambling- 
dens? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring 
wholesale the officers of the Northern Division? 

(jff) I.s it a fact that in 1920, during the tenure of office of 
Mr. Roddi.s, officiating Commislioiier of Police, an enquirj' was insti- 
tuted regarding the complicity of certain police officers in the sale of 
cocaine and keeping oj>en gambling-dens? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table copies of all 
the papers on the subject? 

(i) Who were the police officers involved? 

0) Were the banking accounts of those police officers examined? 

(k) Is it a fact that in connection with this enquiry' some very 
compromising facts about the receipt of payments by police officers were 
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brauglit to ligkt by the examination of account books of some Burra 
Bazar men bants? * 

(1) Are the Government proposing instituting a conunission of 
enquiry into the administration of the Calcutta Police for enquiring 
into the whole matter? 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) to (1) The member is 
referred to the reply to a question on the subject put at this meeting 
by Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed. 


Buili-Bil SohMfiB. 

77. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURi: (a) will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state — 

(t) what steps are being taken towards the execution of the Bulli- 
Bil Scheme ; and 

(ti) whether any provision will be made for it in the next budget? 

(h) If the answer to /a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in ohnrge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tlio 
Hon’bit Maharaja Kahaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia): (a) (t) 

A detailed proje< t has been forwanled to the Collector, 24-Parganas, 
to take action under Act VI of 1920. 

(it) No. 

(b) No provision can be made in the budget until the scheme has 
re<eived the approval of Government after the full procedure under 
the Act has been followed. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With regard to the anawer 

to (piestioii (a) (i), may I know when the detaileti project was forwarded 
to the Collector of the 24-Parganaa, and how long it has been pending 
l>efore him? 

The Hon’bla Maharaja KSHAUNMIH CHANDRA RAY BMiadur 
of Nadia: It was sent some time last year, but I cannot say off-hand. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: In answer to question (6), 
may I know how long the full procedure will take? 

Tho Hon'blo Mab^^aja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BalNMliir 
of Nadia: It is very difficult to answer a question of this nature. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: What steps have yet to 
be taken? ** 
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of Nl^lKiS AU the prtK^edure • under the Act has not yet been girm 
effect .But if the hon*ble member wants further information and 
will please come to my office, I shall be glad to give it to him. 


Dftk Bungalow at Midaripur. 

78. Dr, MOHINI >IIOHAN OA8: (a) Will the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Kevenue be pleased to state 
why no bungalow has been provided at Madaripur? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Meml)er aware that a large number of 
persons of all classes have to stay at Madaripur for various works ^ 

{r) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that middli>-cIaHs gentleineit 
find it difficult to arrange for their boarding and lodging at Madaripur? 

(<f) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps for the erection of a dak bungalow' at Madanpur? 

The Hori’bfe Mahertja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

Nadia: t/i) Formerly there was n District Board dak bungalow, but it 
disappeiired into the river. 

(h) and (r) It is reported that a eonsiderable number of |vrs«)iis go 
to Madai-ipur for business of various kinds and some find it difficult to 
obtain a lodging. 

(d) The construct i(m of a dak bungalow is a matter for the District 
Board. 

Hofwrary Magistrate Bahu Chandra Bilaeh Mukerjae^ of OofMlganJ. 

79. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAB: With reference* to the reply^ 
given on the 18th February, 1925, to unstarr(»d (juestion No. 9. will 
the HoJi’ble the Mem)K.*r in charge of the Judicial Dejiortment be pleased 
to state — 

(f) why Babu (’haiidra Bilash Mukerjee, Honorary' Magistrate of 
Gopalganj, %v8s given more cases for disposal in preference 
to other Honoraiy’ Magistrates of the same place; 

(ii) the reason of hjs getting a larger amount of travelling allowance 
and halting allowance in the year 1923 than the other Magis* 
trates of the same place during the same i)eriod; and 

(ill) the reason why he has been given Rs. 141-8 up to March, 1924, 
whereas other Honorary Magis|nites have got nothing 
during that period? 
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Tlii HoH'lili Wf AtD^UH-ilAHIIIs (i) Baba Chandra Bilash 
Mnkerjee is the only Honorary Magistrate with second class and 
aingle sitting xx^wers. He can therefore try more cases and dispose 
•of them more speedily than the other Honorary Magistrates. 

(it) Because he sat more often than the other Honorary Magistrates 
:imd came also from a greater distance than they did. 

(Hi) Up to March, 1924, Babu Chandra Bilash Mukerjee was the 
/only mufassal Honorary Magistrate who was 'called upon to attend. 

Payment of ixpenees to Jurori. 

80. Bebu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

'the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that jurors are not paid their travelling and halt- 
ing expenses, either adequately or promptly ? 

(/>) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions for prompt payment of adequate expenses to the jurors? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir ABD«UR«RAHiM; (a) Jurors are not paid any 
travelling allowance, but are paid daily allowance at varying rates, 
from Re. 1 to Ks. 5 in accordance with the rules published under noti- 
fication No. 2529 J., dated the Blst March, 1904, a copy of which is 
laid on the table. 

(h) Payment at the above rate is always made as promptly as pos- 
sible in the circumstances of each case, and Government do not con- 
eider it necessary to issue any further instructions in the matter. 

Notification No. 2o29 dated the 3Ist Jtlarch 1904, referred to in 
the reply to unstarred question No. 80. 

It is hereby notified, for general information, that the Lieutenant- 
dovernor of Bengal has been pleased to prescribe the following rule 
for the payment by Government of a daily allowance to jurors and 
assessorvs summoned to attend in criminal trials in Bengal : — 

“ The District Magistrate shall order payment on the part of 
Government to any jurors summoned to attend his Court, and the 
Sessions Judge shall order payment on the part of Government to 
lany juror or assessor summoned to attend his Court, of a daily 
allowance, for days of attendance at Court only, of not less than one 
rupee and not exceeding five rupees, in the case of any juror or assessor 
who may apply orally or in writing for such allowance, and provided 
that the distance between the usual residence of the juror or assessor 
mud the C*oujt-hnuse which he attends exceeds five miles 

(Sd.) W. C. Macfhresok, 

O/g. Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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SI. tabu AKHiL CHANDRA DATTAl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member m charge of the Department of Education be pleased to 
state whether, on the Committee known as the Sanskrit College Com- 
mittee formed for the in)proveinent of the education imparted by the 
Sanskrit Association and the tvh, there is any member who is elected 
by the Sanskrit Associa^ou and who is capable of teaching in the 
toll, having himself been taught in a tol? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle the 
Member be pleased to state what is the reason for the absence of siich 
a member? 

• 

(c) W^hat is the policy which is followed by the Government in 
electinfsr members to the Sanskrit rolleg-e rommittee from the various 
divisions of the province? 

(d) Are the tol Pandits consulted in the election of such a 
member ? 


(e)^ Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state whetlnu* the 
Government have received any proposal re^ipurdin^ the appointment of 
the Vice-President of the San.skrit A.ssociation and the Principal of 
the Oriental or Tol Department of the Sanskrit ('ollesre from amon^f 
the Brahmin Pandits? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle the 
Member be pleased to stale whether the Government have come to any 
decision in the matter? 


Thf Hofl*blt Sir ABD«UR-RAHIM: ia) The an.swer is in the 
nefi^ative. 

{h) The Committee was appointed by the Ministry of Kducation in 
1923, which considered it unius’essary to include u member so 
qualified. 

(r) The Ministry of Education in 1923 did not consider divisional 
representation necessary. The (’oiuniittee is not a Standing Com- 
mittee. 

(d) When the Ministry of I^ducation appointed this Committee, 
the Pandits were not consulted. 

(«) The Council of the Sanskrit Association passed a resolution on 
the 9th December, 1923, to the effect that “the Tol Department of the 
Sanskrit College should have a Brahmin tol Adhyapak as its Principal 
and the Calcutta Sanskrit A.ssociation should have a paid Vice-Presi- 
dent^ who shall be a Brahmin tol AdhyafHih Action on this resolu- 
tion is awaiting the report of the Sanskrit College Committee, to which 
it has been referred. • 

(/) The question dries not arise in view of the answer to (e). 
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ApfMiiRtfiiifit of ki the 24*Faigiitas CollM^aCei 

82. Mr. M. DAUDs (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the names and pay of sheristadars, peshkars, nazirs, clerks, 
amla, typists and other employees at present working in the Col- 
lectorate of the 24-Parganas district? 

(h) How many of them are Muhammadans? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the names, 
with designation and pay, of the Muhammadan employees? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of filling up 
one-third of the posts by appointment of Muhammadans — 

(t) in future vacancies, 

(ii) in new posts, and 

(Hi) as apprentices? 

Tha Hon*bla Mthamla K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a) to (v) Government are not prepared to state the names, 
designation and pay of nil ministerial officers in the offices under the 
Magistrate and (/ollector of the 24-Pftrganas. There are 22 Upper 
Division appointmens, 176 Lower Division appointments and 5 special 
posts; the number of these appointments held by Muhammadans are 
4, 47 and I, respectively. 

(d) As already stated in reply to a similar question asked on the 
7th January, 1925, the proportion of ministerial appointments to be 
held by MuhummHdan.M has been fixed at one-third for all posts of the 
presidency, except the Burdwan Division and Darjeeling, under rule 
55 of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules, 1918; the filling of vacancies 
in the 24-Purganas Collei’torate is governed by this rule, which is 
being followed. 

Saptio tank eflhiant discharge into the Hooghly. 

83. Bahu BORODA PROBAD DEY: (a) Will the Hon’hle the 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether effluent from septic tanks connected with 
mills on both sides of the Hooghly river are regularly examined bacterio- 
logically by competent authorities? 

(h) If so, why are the results of such examination not published 
for the information of the public? 

The Han’bla Maharaia K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BahMhir 
cf Nadia: (a) Yes. 

(b) It has not been thought necessary hitherto, but Government 
are considering th^ question of publishing the results of the examina- 
tion in the Gazette. 
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84. IHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: («) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing for the period from January to June, 
1925-~ 

(i) the amount of tha travelling expenaea drawn by each meiulier 

of the present Legislative Council; and 

(ii) the amount of the residential allowances drawn by each 

member ? 

(b) Will th^ Hon’ble the Meinlier lie pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of days each meuilxT attended the 
Council from the Ist April, 1924, to tlie 30th June. 1925? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tN 
Hon’ble Sir Abtf-ur-Rahim) : (^i) and (h) Two statements are laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to nuMnrred (piestion No. S4{a), shounng the 
amount of mileage allouxince and dally allouxjnce draton by the tnrmber^ 
of the Bengal Legislativr Council from January to July, 192, 



Mileage allownm'e 

Daily aJlownfiee 

Name of memher. 

ilrawti by each 

drawn by each 


mem tier. 

mem tier. 


Rs, A. 

Hs. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Asiniuddin 

4:10 9 

240 

Ahmed, Maulvi Taycbuddin . . 

m 10 

740 

Ali. Maulvi Sayj'ed Sultan 

1:13 H 

230 

Ali, Mr. Altaf^^ 

109 3 

790 

Bagchi, Babu Rom(« (’handru 

306 9 

240 

Baksh. Maulvi Kader 

382 0 

250 

Banerjee, Babu Satya Klshore 

224 15 

Nil 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan 

232 4 

220 

Ohakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra 

388 5 

2(K) 

Chakra vorty, Babu Sudarsan . . 

400 11 

150 

Chatterjee, Babu Umes Chandra 

78 8 

80 

Chaudhuri, Matdvi Saiyeil AIkIui Hob 

241 0 

810 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazial Kanni 

349 8 

150 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J. 

561 3 

130 

Daa, Dr. Mohini Mohan 

404 4 

220 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra . . 

452 10 

50 

Dey, Babu Boroda l^oaad 

131 0 

Xil 

Dom, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai 

f)3 14 

150 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, K.G.M. 

608 0 

270 

Oaltir, Mauhri Abdul 

438 10 

270 
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Mileage oUoipaiiee Dofly olknrance 
" drawn by each drawn by eaeh 

Haq. Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul 

member. 

Rs. A. 

407 1 

mem bar. 

Rs. 

250 

Hoque, Mauivi Sayedul 

533 8 

210 

HoHsain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Musharruf 705 15 

130 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul 

,67 6 

680 

Joardar, Mauivi Aftab Hossain 

49 0 

790 

Khan, Mauivi Amanat . . 

376 4 

80 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin 

365 13 

240 

Lai Mahamined. Haji 

3.50 11 

250 

Mahhamma<l, Mauivi Baaar . . 

396 0 

230 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath . . 

65 4 

110 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath 

175 0 

160 

Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath . . 

78 6 

Nil 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra 

131 4 

240 

Nazimuddin, Khaje 

407 1 

190 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon 

82 11 

780 

Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar 

145 14 

790 

Quader, Mauivi Abdul 

32 14 

790 

Hahinan. Mr. A. F. 

395 1 

70 

Ray, Babu Abanish (!!handra . . 

94 10 

700 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan 

396 0 

230 

Ray Chaudhuri. Mr. K. C. 

19S 11 

Nil 

Roy, Babu 8atcowri(mti 

11(M3 

860 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh, c.i.b. 

12310 

170 

Roy (iK)udhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 

Nath 282 0 

100 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi AMus 

Nil 

790 

•Sarkar, Babu Hemanta Kumar 

128 10 

240 

Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukheh 

404 1 

230 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin 

378 12 

240 

Travcrft. Mr. W. L., r.i.E., o.b.k. 

487 0 

210 

Yoain. Mauivi Muhammad 

70 11 

30 

Stairment referred to in the reply to unstarred .Vo. 

A4(6), showing the 

attendance of the membe.ru of the Luiintith'r ( 

ou’icil at meetings 


hd({ from April, 1924. UiJuly, 192o. 

[Note. — T hf» att^ndevncw of menahoM who or clunng the perioi ha* 


not !)een shown.] 


Name of meinbt'r. 

Number of days. 

Abbott, Mr. E. 0. 

19 

Addftm»AVilliam», Mr. C„ c.i.k. 

21 

Addy, Babu .Amulya I>hone 

17 

Ahamad. Mauivi Aaini uddin 

20 
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Kmm of member. 


Ahmed/ liaulvi Najmuddin 
Ahmed^ Mauhn Tayebuddin 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zannoor 
Alev, Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob 
Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan . . 

Ali, Mr. Altaf . . 

Bagchi, Babu Romes Chandra 
Baksh, Maulvi Kader, b.l. . . 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath 
Banerjee, Babu gatya Kishorc 
Banerjee, Mr. A. C. 

Banerjee. Rai Bahadur Ahinash t'handra 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan. .m.b.e. 
Barton, Mr. H. . . 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath . . 

Basu, Babu Sarat Chandnv 

Beg, Khan Bahadur Mirza Shujaat Ali 

Best, the Hon’ble S, J. 

Birley, Mr. L., r.i.E. 

Bose. Babu Bejoy Krtshna . . 

Browne, Mr. P. H., c.b.e. . . 


Campbell, Mr. K. 

Chakra varti, Babu Jogindra Chandra 
Chakra varti, Mr. Byonikes 
(’hakra varti, Babu Sudarsan 
Chatterjee, Babu Cmes (’handra 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Bob 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Naw 


ab Ali 


Number of deya. 


Khan Bahadur 


9 

io 

20 

20 

IH 

20 

20 

10 

j:> 

20 

21 

10 

13 
20 

14 
21 
10 
20 
IK 
2t> 
20 

0 

8 

17 

10 

10 

13 

21 

IK 


C.I.E. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim 
Chunder, Mr. Nirma! Chandra 
Cohen. Mr. I), J. 

Corcoran, Mr, B J. 

Das, Babu Charu Chandra . 

Das, Dr. Mohini Mohan 
Daa Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra 
Daud, Mr. M. . . 

De, Mr. K. C., c. i.e. 

Dey, Babu Boreda Prosad . . 

Dey, Mr. G. G. 

Does, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lall. m.b.e. . 


15 
10 
12 

16 
21 
10 
18 
10 
10 
14 
16 
16 
2(^ 
21 
la- 
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Dutt,Mr.G.S. 


21 

Eddw, Mr. B. E. G. 


16 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, K.G.M. 


21 

Forrester, Mr. J. CampbeU . . 


5 

Gafur, Maulvi Afxiiil, b.l. . . 


21 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath 


17 

Ghuznavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan 


5 

Ooenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas 


18 

Goode, Mr. S. W. 


21 

Guha. Mr. P. N. 


21 

Haidar, Mr. 8. N. 


20 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul 


20 

Haq, 8hah Syed Eradadul . . 


20 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., o.b.e. 


17 

Hoque, Maulvi Sayedul 


18 

Hossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf 


18 

Hoasain, Maulvi Wahed 


19 

Huq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul . . 


20 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul 


20 

Jamea, Mr. F. E.. o.b.e. 


20 

Jennaway, Mr. J. H. 


7 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hossnin 


21 

Khaitan, Babu Debi Prosad 


14 

Khan, Babu l)el>endra Lai . . 


19 

Khan, Maulvi Abdur Ranchid 


17 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat, b.a. 


11 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi rddin 


20 

Lai Mahammed. Haji 


21 

Law, Raja Reshee Case, c.i.e. 


15 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 


21 

Mahanimad, Maulvi Basar 


19 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath 


15 

Mivsih, Mr. Syed M. 


18 

Mitra, Babu Ji)gtMidra Nath 


19 

Mitra, Babu Satyendra Chandra 


4 

Mitter, Sir IVovash Chundra. Kt., r.i.K. 


21 

Moreno. Dr. H. W. B. 


20 

Morgan, Mr. G. 


13 

Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath 


20 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C. 


17 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra 


19 

Naaker, Babu Hem Chandra 


20 

Naztmhddin, Khaje, Mjk, (Cantab.), Bar.-at-Law 


16 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon 


19 

Oat^.Mr.E.F. 


21 
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Itanw of member. ^ Number of <ley». 

Pahlowwir Maulvi Md, AbdulJabbar .. 21 

Parrott, Mr. P. . . . . . . jjj 

Quad«r, Maulvi Abdul . . . . 21 

Eahtm. the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-, k.c.s.i . . 21 

Bahman, Mr. A. F. . . . . 13 

Kaikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb,. . . . . . 20 

Ray, Babu Abaiiish Chandra . . . . . . 21 

Ray, Babu Anilbaran . . . . . . 4 

Ray, Babu Nacjendra Narayan 17 

Ray, Babu Sureiidra Nath . . . . . . 20 

Ray, l>r. Kumud Sankar . . 10 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhan‘.swar . . . . 20 

Ray, the Hon ble Maharaja iialiadur Kshauni.sh (’hnrulra of 

Nadia . . . . . . . . 10 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. . . . . . . . 20 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santosh . . * 0 

Roy, Babu Manmatlia Nath . . . . 17 

Roy. Babu Satcowripati . . . . 21 

Roy, Dr. Bklhaii Chandra .. .. .. 20 

Roy, Mr. 1). N , Ba^.-at-l.*a^^ . . • . . . 10 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar .. .. 17 

Roy, Mr 'Jarit BhuHan . . . . . . . . 10 

Roy, Raja Moniloll Sinyh, c .i.E . . • . • . 21 

Roy (’haudhiiri, Babu Saiiajn Nath . . . . b 

Roy Chaudhuri. Kai Bahadur Sat \endra Nath .. 13 

%Salain. Khan Bahadur Mnul\ 1 .\bduH .. . .. 21 

Sarkar. Babu Hcrnanta Kumar . • 20 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buklish . . • ■ 10 

iSarker. Babu Nahniranjan .. •• •• 10 

Sen. Mr. N. C. .. .. .. •• IK 

Sen (Jiijita, Mr. J M. • • IK 

Sinj»ha, Mr Anin Chandra .. . 11 

Stepheiwou, the Hon’ble Sir Hugh. K ( i.e.. ( . . . . 21 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. . . • • 21 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. .. •• •• lb 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Kajib Uddin . . • • 20 

Travers, Mr. VV. L.. C.I.E., o.B.E. .. .. •• 20 

Villiers, Mr. E. . . .. .. •• 

Wilson, Lt.-Cbl. R. P., c.i.e., r.R.c.s., d.p.h., v.h.s., i.m.s. . . 17 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. .. .. * - 20 

Yaain, Maulvi Muhanunad . . . . * • • • 10 

10 



^ QUESTIONS. [14th Atjo. 

Dispensing with the services of Mr. A. R. Melik in Bengal Agrteultiirai 

Department. 

86. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ. (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
iii charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state under what circumstances Mr. A. K. Malik was brought to 
serve in the Bengal Agricultural Department? 

(h) Is it a fact that the appointment of Mr. Malik was partly due 
to th^ fact that no Mussalman was ever appointed to the Imperial 
Service of iLc Benpil Agricultural Department before his appointment? 

(c) Is it a fact that the (Government, through a communique, issued 
in September, 19ii4, acknowledged the special fitness of Mr. A. 11, 
Miilik for water-hyH(unth w'ork? 

{(J) Is it a fact that Mr. Malik’s experiments on w'ater-hyacinth 
have been successful and that District Magistrates have been addressed 
by the Government regarding further operations in this connection 

(e) Is it a fact that the Government propose to continue the work 
on water-hyacinth in Bengal and to extend its activities in that 
direction Y 

if) Is it a fact tliut it has been acknowledged by Government that 
Mr, Malik lias successfully carried out the experiments entrusted to 
him and that he has the technical knowledge of the problem and 
experience of the practical work re<juired in this line? 

^ // ) by has he been sei'ved w'lth a notice of discharge as from 
August Ist, 1925? 

{h) Is it a tact that an I.G.S. officer is to be placed at the head of 
this work? 

(/) It so, what is the reason for not utilizing the technical skill 
and imst experience of Mr. Malik for the same work? 


Thv Hon^blv Sir HUGH STEPHENgONs iu) to a) The member is 
referreil to the answer to a starred <iuestiun on the subject put at this 
meeting by Khan Bahadur Kazi Zuhirul Ha(j. 


Bhairab Schama. 

S6. Babu flOGENDRA NATH MITRA: p*) Will the Hon’ble the 
Memlier in charge of the Deimrtmeut of Irrigtition be pleased to state 
whether the scheme for t}ie reclamation of the river Bhairab, in the 
district of Jessore. which was under preparation, is completed? 

(6) If not, when is it expected to be completed? 
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(c); How do the Govermueni propose to meet the cost of (arryiug it 
into operation? 

iff) Are the Government considering the desiruhility of making 
any provision in the budget estimate of the next year for carrying out 
the scheme? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja KSHAUNtSH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadia: («) Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Under Act of 1920. 

(d) No. T]ie question of providing funds in the loans Inidgel will 
not arise until the procedure under the Act has been coaij»leted and 
the project is submitted to (loverninent by the Cuniinis ooner. 


Union Benches and Courts in Hooghly. 

87. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: to) Will the ll.m'bie the 
Member in chiuge ot the Judicial Depaitnient be j'lease<l ttt state what 
further ''tep'' lm\e been talven to establi'*h rnioii benches and (burts 
jn the distiK t ot !looirhl\ ? 

{In Ale the (ioveinnient c<mtemplat ing the establishment of 
Itemdies and Coiiit*' in some of (he selected rnions in the said tlistrict? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM; (o) Proposals for eight riiion 
Heiiches and Couits in •'onie selet ted rnion Hoards in the district Imve 
been submitted by the Di^tnct Miigistrate of Hooghly and are under 
consideration. 

ih) The proposals are under eonsideration. 


Confidential Section of the Bengal Covornmont Press. 

88. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: (n) Will the Hon ble 

the Memlier in charge ot the Department of Finance la* pleased to 
.slate whether it is u fact that the niemWrs of the pie* e-work establish- 
meut of the Press submitleil u petition on the Gth June, 192‘1, stating 
their grievances, to the l*ress authorities? 

(h) If so, what action has l>een taken on it? 

(c) Is it a fact that no Hindus or Muhammadans are taken in the 
Confidential Section of the Bengal Government Press? 

(d) Will the Hon^bie the Member be pleased to state by men of 
what nationality the Confidential Section is manned? 


in A 
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(e) Im it a fact that formerly Hindus and Muhammadans used to 
be appointed in the Confidential Section? 

(/) If so, what is the reason for discontinuing that practice? 

(f/^ Is it a fact that posts of lino and mono operators are not given 
to Hindus and Muhannnadans? 

(h) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, to whom are the above 
posts given? ' 

(/) What are the reasons for not giving the posts to Hindus and 
Muhammadans? 

(;) Is it also a fact that even applications from Hindus and Muham- 
madans for the aforesaid posts are not entertained? ♦ 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
Mr, T. Emerson): (a) Yes. 

(h) The petition was considered; it was decided that no action was 
necessary, 

(r) No. 

(d) Anglo-Indians and Indians. 

(c) Yes. 

(/) The practice has not been disc(mtinued. 

(/;) and ih) It is presumed that the memher’s (juestion relates to 
the Confidential Section <»f the Press only; there are no monos in the 
Confidential Section; all the lino operators in the (^)nfidential Section 
are at present Anghi-lndiaiis. 

(») and ij) 'I'he memher is referred to the answer given by the 
Hon’hle Memher in charge. Finance Department, to the unstarred 
(juestion No. (d) asked hy Hahu Ilem Chandra llhattai harji at the 
meeting of 29th August, 1921. 


CoYcrnmcnt Bills, 

The Dacca University (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

The dis(‘U''slou <»u the Dacca Vnivci>ity (Amendment) Bill, 192o, 
was then resumed, 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: 1 wish t<» >ay a few W(»i‘<ls, Sir, and 
draw tl»e attention of the Council to a point which I am afraid has been 
missed hy some of the previous speakers. I’lider the provisions ot the 
Government <d India Act, the demands for gnuits are made by Govern* 
ineiit for currying on the work of the admini'^trution, and also tor 
* schemes, let us say for example the furtherance ot the cause ot educa- 
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tion. irb6 d^niftiid for jBcrHiits in ordtr to k€^p the Dacca nivei'sitjr 
goinjor |ft»t to be made by (Joverninent. I^et us renieml>er, in those 
circumatances can u private member make any demand for a grant? 
Consider for a moment a possibility of there Wing a Minister unsym- 
pathetic towards the Dacca University. The two (Miints to be considered 
are whether a certain amount should be provided for by statute for the 
upkeep of the Dacca I niversity^ and secondly what should l>e the 
amount necessary. Shipp<isiug the minimum is Its. 5 lakhs or Hs. 4 
lakhs, but the unsympathetic Minister to whom I have referred to, takes 
it into his head to make a demand of Ks. 2 lakhs onI\, you cannot have 
the University going on with that amount. This is a po.ssibility and a 
contingency to he provided for. It is therefore nei'essary, and if that 
he neces.sary in*the case of the Calcutta University also, make provision 
for fixed grants by means of statntoiy rule-i. 1 therefore whob'- 
heartedly support this Bill to make a statutory provision for a grant to 
the Dacca University. 

Blbu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I rise to take part in tliis debate 
with a certain degree of hesitation. I feel that on account of the 
extraneous matter that was introduced in the dehate yesterday, wo 
ought to make our position (juite clear. 1 can assure the Hon 'hie 
Member as well as my friends <»n the other side that there is no inten- 
tion whatever on the part of any member on this side to grudge any 
money for the development of the Dai'ca University. What we object 
to on principle is the way in whii li it is sought to take out the amount 
from the votahle list in the budget and by statutory enai'tment to ensure 
toi the I)ac<*a University an amount of Rs. bikhs. When I wag 
looking at the objects of the Hill, I found that in the Statement of 
Objei’ts and Ilea.sons it was stated that this Bill was introduceil in order 
that there might be an “ assured income ” — that is the language in the 
Statement of Ohjei’ts and Reasons. I fail to understand what the 
Hon’hle Member meant by the wonl^ “ assured income Was there 
any occasion during the lu^t ’» years since the Dacca University wa« 
started, when any amount that was demanded on account of the Dacca 
University wa.s ohje<‘ted to, or was it ever reje(‘ted by this (Vmncil? On 
the other hand, so far as my knowledge goes during the last 2 years, 
whatever amount w^as demanded for the Dacca University the same wag 
at once granted by this Hou.se. Therefore, W'here is the fear that the 
amount will not lie voted by this House if it is demanded hereafter? I 
would point out to Mr. Fazl-ul Huq, who was afniid of an unsympathetic 
Minister, that that is not the fault of the House but of the Governmeht 
if .such a Minister came to be appointed. I do not know whether this 
was also the intention of the Hon’hle Member who introdu(‘ed this Bill, 
namely, that he is anxious to see that a statutory enactment is made in 
order to assure an income to the Dacca University, so that hereafter an 
unsympathetic Minister may not demand a smaller amount for the Dacca 
University, I do not think that is an apprehension which is well founded, , 
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Secondly, I do not think that the Dacca Uni/ersity is in such a helpless 
condition as was desK^ribed by the Hon'bfe Member in charge of the Bill. 
I do not think I am wrong in saying that up to 1925 the Dacca 
University received a capital grant of 19^ lakhs; of this over 12 lakhs 
of rupees is still in deposit, and the Dacca University gets in the shape 
of interest Rs. 55,000 from this amount in deposit, which is over and 
above the fee fund and other investments which come to over a lakh of 
rupees. Therefore it is not at all in such a hopeless condition that there 
is any hurry that this Bill should be passed to-day. 

In this connection yesterday some communal feeling was sought to 
be raised and communal questions were widely discussed. I think that 
we are wrong in introducing communal questions in this matter. The 
Hon’ble Member himself realises that there is no communal question in 
it; the students there are more Hindus than Muhammadans; amoiigst 
the pi’ofessors the Hindus are preponderating. I strongly deprecate 
any attempt to introduce communal questions into every conceivable 
subject. I w’as much pained to hear from Mr. A. K. (rhuznavi when he 
said “ in these days of the much boasted Hiiulu-Mosleni pact ”, and he 
W'anted thereby to enlist the supp<»rt of tlie Hindus because of the pact. 
It came with ill-grace from his mouth ; whenever it suits his purpose he 
refers to the pact. 1 would ask Mr, (ihuznavi to come forw'ard ami act 
up to the other parts of the pact so that Hindus and Muhammadans 
might combine for the purposes of <*onstitutional progress in fheir 
attempt to get Swaraj in the near future. Is he willing to do that? He 
cannot burn his candle at lM>th ends. In a non-<*ommunal question like 
this he does not fail to invoke the aid of the pact and threaten the Hindus 
into supporting the Bill. When the (juestion of the pact was raised, I 
might tell the House that it was long before the pact that a Brahmin ot 
Binhmins, Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee, founded the chair for Arabic and 
Persian study in the ('alcutta University, and even now' the Calcutta 
University is a great centre of Islamic culture. The whole question, 
therefore, apart from the extraneous matter iutn>duced in the disimssion, 
is this; is there any apj)rehension that, whenever any demand is made 
on behalf of the Dacca University, that demand will not l>e granted F 
There should l>e no such appreheusi<m, and I fail to understand why a 
statutory enactment should be made for the purpose of ensuring a fixed 
grunt in perpetuity for the Dacca Uiiivei-sity. The question before the 
House is the question whether the legislature should be deprived of its 
right and privilege to make the grant every year. To-morrow a Bill 
might be iutiwlneed that in the case of the Ministers’ salaries, thei-e 
should be an eiuntinenl ensuring the salarie.s of the Ministers and 
similarly in the ease of all <»ther conceivable subjects. You can by 
introducing a Bill take aw’ay all subjects from scrutiny and discussion 
by this House. The question is one of principle, and I hope the House 
will agi'ee to ace^t thA amendment, if not that moved by Dr. 

^ Pramathanath Banerjea, at least that moved by Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
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Roy* Wliat is the harm in delaying the Bill for 3 months^ ap to the 
30th November, when no moniy can l>e voted till March 1926 P There 
should be no apprehension in delaying this Bill for 3 months so that the 
Select Committee may obtain the views of the Dacca University and the 
Calcutta University and come to certain conclusions on such points as 
may be referred to them. I do not say a bait, hut something like a 
bait was thrown out to the people of Western Bengal to the effet't that 
if we agreed to fhe principle of a statutory provision of a certain amount 
for the Dacca University, u similar provision will be nia<le for the 
Calcutta I niversity. If the House and the Seleet Committee decide to 
accept the principle of this Bill and if the rea>on for the Govtunment 
in not at once introducing a Bill foi the grant of a ceHain sum of money 
t<» the Cah'Utta I niversity eveiy \eaT- by wa\ of enactment is that the 
Government have not been able to <‘ome to any decision on the re<‘om- 
mendations of the (\>mmittee f(»r poNt-grailuate tent h ing, I should 
beseech the Hon’ble Member to acc ept the amendment of Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy so that within 3 month> when they will U' aide to come 
To a decision after leading the report of the Special ('ommittee, they 
might introduce a Bill aUo for giving a grant to the Calcutta University 
by way of enactment. Let the House discuss the two Bills together. 
This all the more reaMUi why the House ought tec ac'cept Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy's anuMidment, so that nnotlier Bill of a similar nature 
might be inti-oduced for helping the Calcutta University. The* affairs 
of the (’alcutta University arc* well known and have lw»en discussed in 
this House during the last 3 or 4 years, and yet the Government have 
not been able to come to any conclusion in respect of making a 
grant to that University. So wliat is the harm in delaying the present 
Bill f(»r 3 month" so that the Select Committee might (‘onsider whethei 
an amount like that ouglit to l>e included in tin* Act or kept votable. 
Therefore I appeal to the Houv* to acc ept the amendment of Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy. 

Khan Bahadur KAZI ZAHIRUL HAQ: 1 should Lke tec make a few 
obseiTations with regard to one point only on the Dacca University 
question which appears to have assumed a controversial aspect, to the 
great misfortune of the University, due chiefly perhaps, to its being 
situated in East Bengal; and 1 propose to begin my remarks with u 
question. With what ideal was this institution of reformed ('ouncils 
brought into l>eing, and with what ideal have we all come here as repre- 
sentatives of the people? I think I can say without the fear of any 
contradiction that it is with the ideal of tm* and effec tive self-government 
for the countr>\ And what practical measures have been adopted by the 
great sons of Bengal and wisely and genenmnly c'onceded to by our 
rulera, far it» final fruition? The autonomous Corpomtion of Calcutta 
with an income of over two cnires of rupe^ per annum, stands out as a 
bright example of it. 
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The Ooverament revenues are contributed to by the people of Bengal, 
the same people contribute to the enormohs income^of the Corporation, 
and the very same people, I may be permitted to say, contribute to the 
big fee income of th6 Calcutta University. All these monies are public 
monies, and as such the public, and for the matter of that their represen- 
tatives, have a rijght to exercise certain control over them. But in order 
to make a test on a smaller scale of the capacity and fitness of the people 
to govern themselves the Corporation has been invested with alpiost full 
control over its revenues. And we all know how jealously have the 
Calcutta University authorities under the powerful lead of the giant 
educationist, the late Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, Iwjen guarding against 
any attempt at impairing its independence. It is a pity, therefore, that 
such a violent opposition should be started against the poor University 
of Dacca in the matter of granting it a little free hand in its manage- 
ment, HO generously thought out by Government with the ultimate object 
in view, and this from two famous doctors of the Calcutta University, 
the chosen pupils of the great Saraswati. Are the Dac(*a University 
authorities a less responsible body than those of the Calcutta University 
or the (’alcutta CoiporationP Are we going to make the p]'opose<l 
statutory grant to the Dacca University withfiut any well considered 
calculation y 

I wonder if the departed souls of the gieat sons of Bengal so quickly 
taken away from among us one after another, should be watching our 
proceedings in this Council and should be thanking their stars for 
having been culled away in time to be saved from the shame and disap- 
pointment of seeing such results of their life work so trustfully and 
confidently bequeathed to the country. It is indeed a bitter but no les‘i 
true example of a great full from the ideal ! I have no (dher remarks, 
to make. I depend upon the good sense of the House. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I do not propose to make any 
speech. I shall content myself with making one single obsen-atiou. 
There seems to be a lurking suspicion in some (juarters that at the back of 
these amendments there is a desire for refusal (»r reduction. I take the 
liberty of assuring the House that nothing is further from the 
intention of the movers than this. It is true that delay 
sometimes amounts to denial, but the position has Wu 
made sufficiently clear that it is not in the contemplation of the movers 
or the supporters of those amendments either to refuse or reduce. That 
is not their object. There are two questions involved in this matter. The 
first is alxiUt the grant itself, as to whether there should be a grant to 
Dacca University at all or not. So far as this question is concerned there 
is no difference of opinion that we should give some grant t<» Dacca Uni- 
vei-sity. The next (juestion is as regards the particular mode in which 
that grant is to be ma.de — whether it ought to he a voted matter or not, 

whether it ought to be granted by legislation. I must confess that 
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alihou|fli there seems to be some difference of opinitm as to whether this 
is a better way of a g^rant^ — and it has been discussed yesterday 

and also to-ciay, yet it appears to me that the whole discussion is inoi*e 
oj less academic. So far Dr. Hoy’s particular amendment is conct'rned 
I do not think I am far from correct if I say by imjdii'ation if not ex- 
pressly that he is opposed to the principle of the Bill. If there is any- 
doubt on the question I can assure the House on the authority of Dr. 
Roy himself that his attitude is not only not one of noiM'oniiuittal but 
express opposition to the Bill, so that there can be no room for any mis- 
giving. Then it is suspected in certain quarters that the Hoa'ble mover 
of the Bill thinks that if there is delay there will be no chaiu'e of carry- 
ing it himself through the House. On that point again I for myself and 
on behalf of the supporters on this sid** <»f the House, specially the Hindu 
memliers. am in a posititm to assure the House that theiv will be absolute- 
ly no difficulty on ai'count <»t his absen<‘e. There is noWuly heia* really 
willing to undo the grant. If it is expedited if can be passed dtiring the 
term of his office. Ihcrefore all that i'^ wanted — I cun say it without the 
di^ dosiire ot any secret — is tlo«t ue shall be told by fai'ts and figures what 
is the amount really necessary for the Dacca Fniversity. Kven if a 
lui'ger amount is necessary we shall not gruilge it to the Fniversity of 
Daeca. 'riiat ])eing the position — the real fiositioii on this sole of (he 
House — I do not think thcie can be any misgiving, and in view of the 
assurances repeatedly given, I thiiik the amendment of Dr. Roy will be 
accepted by the House. 

Dft H. W. B« MORENO: After the speech of the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahiin concerning the Dacca Fniversity Bill I liMeiie«l with a great 
th‘al of patience to what my friends on the op|M>site side might have to 
say with regard to the delay in the passage of the Bill. 1 paid great 
attention to what the two great advocates of the (’ulcutta Fniversity had 
to say. Dr. Ibamathanuth Banerjea and Dr. Bidhan Fhandru Roy lK)th 
command my very high respect and I was anxious to know' whether they 
would put foiward any real argument for the post jM)nement of the Bill. 
I, for myself, when the Bill was presented, took a dispassionate view' of 
the whole situation and kept an open mind with regard to the passage of 
the Bill : but what are the arguments that have Iwen brought forward 
against the Bill? Dr. Banerjea has said that it was the constitutional 
right of the C<iuncil to critii-ise from year to year the actions of the Uni- 
versity which is emlmdied in the giving of an annual grant ; I am entirely 
at one with him in an argument of this kind; but that does not shut out 
the argument that the Council has equally (he right of conferring upon 
a l)ody the right of having a gmnt which does not come up annually for 
sanction. Dr. Banerjea also discussed the troubles of Calcutta Universi- 
ty and said that as Calcutta University was not well served he did not sea 
bis way very clearly to approaching the Dafca University scheme wiib 
equanimity. 



142 GOVERNMENT SILLS. [14ni Aco. 

Dr/pRAMATHANATH BANERilEA; May I gay a few words by 
wav of personal explanation? I did.no^ inti*oduce the quesiiou of ihe 
<Jalrutta Universityt What I said about differential treatment was in 
reply to the observations made by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO. Dr. Banerjea did indulpre in a great deal of 
invective regarding the manner in whi<*h Calcutta University had been 
treated and my plain reply to that argument i» this : Why do you have 
such a tlog-and-the-manger policy? Why do you insist upon another 
b<e]y being deprived of a grunt from (ioverument Wcause you have your 
•own troubles wiih the (Tovernment? That is not a wholesome principle 
to follow nor a very healthy maxim to abide by. Dealing with Dr. 
Bidhan (Jhandra Roy’s argument I must say that he had a very happy 
way of saying that whenever Sir Abd-ur»Rahim employed persuasive and 
forceful arguments, they were very elementary or were nothing more 
than mere axiomatic truths. I felt all the while that he w'as tiying to 
■cut away the gj-ound from some (d the cogent arguments adduced in 
(uvfuir of the ])ac(‘a Fniversity Bill. Dr. Ro} as h*^a(l of the finam iai 
■department of the Calcutta Fniversity also spoke in siiiwlar strains of 
the woes of (^ib uttu Fniversity. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; 1 did md. Sir. I purposely avoided 
any reference to the (’alculta Fniversity for very good misons. 

Dr. H. W. B« MORENO: I stand cone^’ted. I must have )>een very 
deaf for 1 understood differently on this side of the House. However, 
there again we have had similar arguments that if ('alcutta Fniversity 
is not well served Dacca University must not W well serve<l also. You 
have reall\ the whole show exposes! in the ^pee^dl of Muulvi Wahed 
Hosmun. the i'ufuut ii'rrihlv of his Party. He heaped upon the whtde 
question of the c<uuiiiunal element that had l>een introduced into the 
arguments what is really underneath the whole (]uestion and which we 
have been all very careful to avoid in open rouiicil. With regard to 
this aspect of the case T say that if these hon’ble meinl>ers of the Council 
insist uj>oi. bringing in the communal element at all times, elating that 
they are willing and anxious to abide by pacts and agr^ments, I am 
sure they can have very little to say against the immediate passing of the 
Bill. Here is the acid test of the position of meml)ers in their appreci- 
ivtion of this mu<’h vexed communal question. I shudder to think — 

BabU DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: May I rise to a i>oint of order. 
I thought that it was an elementary rule that if certain members of the 
Founcil gave some explauution of their motives the other iueml>ers of 
the Council should in fairness to them treat what they have said as 
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corrMi and when certain members say that they did not touch the com- 
iimnd question is ^ not right Hint Dr. Moreno should not raise that 
pc.int in tht* spirited way in which he is doing. * 

Mfa PRE$IDEIITS I do not think he is quite out of order. 

Dn Ha Wa Ba MOR[|NO: It is not for Mr. Khaitan t(» .say whether 
I am in order or not in wder. 

Mfa PRESIDENTS (io on Dr. ^fonuio. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: If thi> i's the way in which jmrt< and agree- 
ments are respected I shudder to think what will happen to the Anglo- 
Indian (ommunity which is now Uong cajoled to the Hide of a Ihury 
represented in this IDnise. 

Dealing with the Hill il>elf I see — and it ha-» Im'cu mo v well put for- 
%vard by the lloii’lde Sir Ahd-ur-Kahiin — that Dacca rniver'^ity has not 
the fee fund and the endowments which the Dalcuttn Vni\ersity posst^sM‘s. 
That is all the more reason wdiy it should he helped, and lodped in a 
large measure. Furthennoie we are t(dd that if Daeea rniversity were 
to get this grant of five lakhs and a half a year, it will all the same have 
to come up from time to time for additional grants. As n <‘hild it must 
continue to develop and if it <loes so it must require moi-e money in the 
way of sustename, in that respect there will he ample opportunity for 
cheeking its work and noticing its pmgress, hy the (’ouni'il. 

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy spoke about the offering of higher 
salaries to Professors who were previously in (Calcutta rniversity and 
had gone on to Dacca Fniversity. I fail to see very much in that 
argument. I feel as a Professor of some years’ standing that Pntfessors 
are not always actuated hv principles of monetary gain only; they are 
more or less tied down to old assf>ciations ; they are. after all, teachers 
of youth and the seminaries or institutions with which they are con- 
nected for years have an attachment for them; if at all these Professors 
have gone on to the Dacca University they have geme there for the very 
simple reason that they were getting here ridiculously hiw salaries 
which the organisers of the (’alcutta FniverHit\ ought to he ashamed In 
mention here in this Council. This ha^ heen due to the overstocking 
of the University hy Professfws. most of wdiom have got their services 
through back-stairs influence. The whole argument on the other side 
come.s to this one great issue; w’e do not oppos** the Bill, we w^anl a little 
time to consider the Bill, or in other words we want to have an ample 
opportunity of going into tbe^ details of the Bill. After all what does 
this Bill a.sk for? It makes one simple request that Rs. 5 lakhs and a 
half are required for the up-keep of Dac4« University. That such a 
sum is necessary is acknowledged by ever>' body here and I fail to see 
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what further time is required to examine and see whether 5 lakhs and 
a half are required and with this in view the Bill should be submitted 
to a Committee, thereby enforcing unnecessary delay. Fui-therraore, I 
should like to say, with a great deal of emphasis, that if the intention of 
the members of this Council is to tiy^ and get the Dacca University Bill 
into the hands of a Committee the possibility will be this that the 
Government and the Council will have the right to interfere w’ith the 
internal management of the University — they ^ill start to criticise and 
dictate and tliat is the very thing which my esteemed friends, including 
my respected friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, have l)een fighting 
jfcgainst all the while, in Calcutta. We want the Universities here in 
this country to be autonom(»us, self-supporting and we do not want for 
a single moment any outside authority to interfere with their internal 
management. A delay of this kind as suggested by my friends on the 
opposite side is nothing else but an attempt to thiiist their fingers into 
the pie (jf Dacca University and interfere with its own management. 
That, Sir, after all is one (»f the most dangerous things which Calcutta 
University has been fighting against for a long time and which it is 
continuing to fight. Autonomy in se]f-gf)veniing institutions i.s a 
principle ackncjwledged not only in England, but all the world over. 
There can be nothing gained by way of delaying the Bill by placing it 
in the hands of a Ctunmittee. Let us have the Bill passed and give the 
Univeivity a chance. We can criticise its actions later, after when it 
oversteps the limits imposed. Let us meet the situation with an open 
mind. Be assured that after the Dacca Uinversity Bill is passed the 
supporters of Calcutta University can come up again, as the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Ruhim and His Excellency the Govermu’ have said, for a grant 
for the up-keep of the (hdcutta University. We know from one ol the 
questions answered only this afternoon l)y the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim 
that G(»vernment is pledged to an annual lecuning grant to the 
Calcutta University. Ask for your grant when your turn comes, but 
do not hinder and delay others in getting theirs, is my wholesome to ray 
friends on the opposite side. Oppoitunities will come to you, if you 
will not allow this opportunity to go by. 

Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: I am a little astonished at the opposition to 
so just a measure. I w(mld have thought that the Council had no doubt 
in its mind about the necessity of a grant for the Dacca Univei-sity; 
and that this measure was merely carrying out their desire. 
Dr. Pramathanath Banerjeu has very ably argued the case of the 
Calcutta Univeirity and has shown the pitfalls that Dacca University 
should avoid and has made out an excellent ease for a permanent grant. 
I feel like congratulating Government for its courage — for it is courage 
to intmduce u measure that divests them of the power of interference. 
The question has been raised : what is an adequate grant ? There seems 
fo be some misgiving that Dacca is very generously treated and that it 
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could do with less than ^ laWis and I take it that this is the reason for 
the crop of aniendiillents and a desire to refer the Bill to a Sele<'t Com. 
niittee. The Council would reiuetuher that when the University was 
being brought into existence, the Local Government planned expen- 
diture on a scale which would have ultimately meant lU lakhs a year. 
But in those days retrenchment was in the air, practically every institu- 
tion had its Retrenchment Committee and owing to pressure fnuu the 
Court of the University, Ihe Executive Council was c»hligcd to appoint a 
Retrenchment Committee and its conclusions were a(‘cepted. Scales of 
pay, the number of the staff, were mercilessly cut down; s<*hemes of 
expansion were tabooed; any expenditure that was not strictly net'essary 
was vetoed. Sir Provash Cliunder Mitter, who wa.s then the Minister of 
Education, had repeatedly t(dd the University that they must 
manage on ?> lakhs but the T niversity, I mean the Court and 
the Executive Council, after very <‘arefiilly and (‘onscientiously 
considering the whole (lUestiim decided that oA lakhs wa^ the irreducMble 
minimum amount that was re<pnred to maintain the University and this 
sum is not very much more than what Government used to spend to 
maintain the Dacca College. The immediate effect of these proposals 
was that the I nivtusity lost some of its ablest members and there was a 
feeling of keen disappointment and inseemity in the University. In 
order to stabilise c(inditions, the Univeisity had to entei into long 
contracts with some of its officers and teaidiers and oA lakhs is the 
absolute minimum that is necessary to keep the University going. All 
jiapers in this connection were submitted to members of the (’ouncil at 
that time; Government has been lull\ kept informed of all that w’as 
happening within the University and Sir Provash Chinnier Mitter, who 
was then the Minister of Kilucation, and tin* present EdiH’ation 
Secretary who was tlieii tlu* Treasurer, would confirm all that I have 
Naid. These are tiie plain facts; the Universn\ is not embarking, as a 
matter of fact, <*annot embark, on aii> fresh expmiditure ; the Council 
has been voting this amount to the Uni\ersii\ for the oth year in sueces. 
sion ; the University budg-et lias been subje<*ted to a rigorous scrutiny by 
the (jovernment and b\ the Couit of the Da«4a Univeisity; no further 
reduction is possible. In tlu'sc idrcunistances I submit, would any 
fruitful purpose be served b\ refeiring the Bill to a Select (ommitteey 
There is nothing new that can be placed before the Committee. 
Dr. Roy is agreed in principle. He is himself a distinguished 
educationist and 1 have not understood why he hus ajjprouidied the 
pnddem of Dacca University from the point of view of a surgeon; he 
wants to set‘ if fuiiher cuts are possible. He must realise that this 
procedure will ultimately impair the efficiency of the L’niversity. If he 
considers the salaries of Dait a University attraetive and reasoimhle may 
I suggest to Dr. Roy. the politician, that he should use Dacca Univer- 
sity as a lever to improve the prospects of teachers in Calcutta and 
€>btain more money from Government. It has never been disputed hera 
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that the University itself must be maintained. If therefore you agree 
to maintain a University and recognise that an annual grant is neees> 
sary, it seems to me that the motion of Sir Abd'Ur.Eahim should pass 
without a division. It has been said that this is a curtailment of the 
Council’s power — but is it really so^ It is well-known that the Univer- 
sity was promised by Ijord Hardinge to an influential Muhammadan 
deputation and the Dacca University Act is merely a fulfilment of that 
promise and a recognition of a real need. Th^ University has now been 
in existence for 4 years; it has abundantly justified the hopes of those 
who were most anxious about it and very careful investigation has 
showed that 5J lakhs is the minimum amount necessary ever>' year to 
maintain it in its present stage of development. The Council has voted 
the recurring and capital grants to the Ufliversity and an assurance has 
been given that in future money will be voted. The Bill then merely 
translates into law, the wishes of the Council. 

Universities are the power-houses of freedom, and I wish to place 
this view before the Council, that in the present political temper of the 
country is it not necessary to allow these power-houses to expand and 
develop free from Government control and interference ^ A statutory 
grant would achieve tliat object. It would ensure free<lom of teaching and 
freedom of thinking; and then again, legislatuic'. aie predominantly 
political bodies: is it right that the p(diti<-al prograiunm of a Council 
should ever adversely affect Univeisities that have contiibuted and will 
contribute to the regeneration of politics^ In all work that have far- 
reaching results the workers should have a sense <»f se( ui ity and a feeling 
of confidence in the future, s<i that they can plan in advance and see the 
fruition of their plans. This Council re(*ognises juNt a*' much as I do, 
the importance of a Thiiversity in the scheme of our natiojial existence — 
to it principally is entrusted the task of promoting an intellectual 
renaissance for the regeneration of a people. This is lecognised, and 
it would be an act of statesmaii.ship on the part of the Council if they 
express their approval by guaranteeing securit) to the University. I 
do not dispute for a moment, that there might arise defects in the 
administration of the University but there are safeguards within the 
Univeisity Act itself tor the preventi<»n of these defects and the real 
remedy is effective public contnd in the Univei-sity bodies; and the 
University, recognising that its administration should conform to the 
demands of the public, is <‘onsidering a scheme for increased popular 
^presentation on its bodies and in due course this will be presented to 
the Council. And the (Wiicil still can supervise and watch the activi- 
ties of the Univei’sity ; the annual iion-m urring grant — the moral claim 
of the University to this has been acknowledged in this Council — will be 
voted upon every year and nobody pretends that the University can 
possibly put into operation all its w'hemes for expansion and develop- 
ments, with the lakhs that is proposed for it. This amount is just 
necessary to preserve the University in its present condition ; any fresh 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


147 


1925.1 

scheme of expansion would enteil expenditure and the Fnirersity must 
submit its case to the lei^islature of the province and I am certain the 
Council does not wish that the University should muain stairnant and 
just what it is to-day. 

Then there is the question of Hindu-Moslein unity; so much ivS said 
alnmt it but nothing- is done for it. The Muhammadans are repit>ached 
for being a dead weight on the progress of the provin<‘e. 

( ‘ne of the speedie^t and surest ways of achieving unity would be 
to create a sense of equality and a feeling of confidence in the lesfi 
advan(‘ed community. A University can very greatly contiibuie to the 
solution of this problem and so far U'^ this is concerneti, Dacca by oUer- 
jrig special facilities has amply justified its existence by attracting an 
inc reasing numher of Muslim students, by furnishing many I'v vuits 
TO the public services of the country and by fostering a feeling of c<»n- 
fidence. Young University men are the trustees of their generation; 
l)a<‘ca may claim to have produced a l)ody of men who will act as the 
advance guard of Hindu-Muslim unity. The University has been 
adversely criticised in many qiiaiters. Every institution that grows, 
suffers criticism and it is necessary tor healthy growth but criticism of 
a T'niversity must be on a(‘adejnic grounds, not merely on political con* 
si lerations. Dacca has grown and the public have fashioned it. T 
would suggest that member^ of the (’ouncil should go and see the Uni- 
\ersity, its lite, it" suiioundings, tlie earnestnes.s n| purpose that d»mi- 
inates its activit ies. Dacca knows it ha-* t(» ju-'tifx its<df and the (^^un••I| 
?nu4 (‘oncedc that Univeisities aie not built in a day. Its traditions, 
its antiiiuity aie M>me of its gieatest assets; but even in so ^hoit a time, 
as its work becomes better known, the Univeisity has e lined the 
ctinfidence of the province. All that is wanted is that this (’ouncil would 
guarantee its existence and permit it to fum-tion iinhamjienMl bx* iir.y 
ncivousness every March, That is the simple propositiiin. For e\cry 
fre^b demand from the T^niver-ity — and these are Imund to f «»rne~f?ie 
Council will have ample opportunity of expressing an opinion, and with- 
in the University Act itself there are ample safe guards to previoit nimse 
of power. 

The (iuestion «)f a statutory grant to a T'niversity is an abstract ipies- 
tion, to l>e dei ided on piinciple anil the underlying piim iple is en'cnti- 
ally just and sound. I could have pointed out examples fitmi other 
provinces, but Bengal should not be harnessed to any other provin-'e, 
Ttengal can judge independently and I urge on the (Vmncdl to deu'de 
thi- question unaffected by prejudices or by any political shi blade tlm 
of the hour. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURU Sir. many miscoiK’ep- 
tiou.s appear to be prevailing in regard to the question liefore the House 
an! if any body has got to thank himself for these mijM'oncoptions I 
think it is the Hon’ble Meraber-in-charge hiineelf. In the firtd place* 
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he started with the repudiation that th% Dacca University is not a sec- 
tional University, most probably anticipating that there will be com- 
munaJ jealousm over this question and he ended by referring to the 
larger benefits which the Muhammadan community enjoy in the Dacca 
University. Poor Dr. Roy could not understand him and he attacked 
him for his inconsistency. But he forgot that tlie Hon’ble Meral»er-in- 
•charge was in a helpless position. He had to attract Hindu votes and 
therefore he had to say that the Dacca University was not a sectional 
institution; at the same time he had to attract Muhammadan votes and 
therefore he had to point out the larger benefits which the Muhamma- 
<lun.H would derive from that University. Every body in his position 
w'ill probably be guilty of such inconsistency. 

Then about the reference to the Calcutta University over which «n 
much heat has been generated. But the Hon’ble Member himself is 
again responsible for it. He referred to the Calcutta University in 
order to justify why the proposed perpetual giants should be guaranteed 
for the Dacca University and in his enthusiasm to create a case for the 
Dacca University Bill he made a statement which is in the nature of a 
fiibi. He said that the Calcutta University does not require 
'Government grant because it has got an income of 21 to 22 lakhs of 
rupees, Imt he entirely forgot to mention another very imfxutant point 
w'hich he ought to have mentioned in this connection an<l it was this: 
that much (»f the endowments of the Calcutta T'niversity are eainmrkt'd 
for ]>articular expenditure and e.specially expenditure for research woik. 
The re(‘urring re\enue im'ome of the Calcutta University, as far as I 
know, comes up to Rs. 12 lakhs a year and, after the post-giaduate clas*.- 
-es \\ere started, the annual revenue expenditure has come up to Rs. 34 
laklis. Therefore the Calcutta University has been lun every year with 
a deficit of Rs. 2 lakhs or more. Hence the Calcutta T'niversity needs 
(rovernment aid as badly us the Dacca Universit> . But it a as not to ihe 
interest of the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to mention this and Hicretore 
ho did not mention this. 

But what after all are the points to be considered y Some mem)>ers 
have sedulously attempted to cloud the issues. The issues are ([uite 
clear. Two straight (piestions liave been j»ut to the House by Dr. 
Bauerjeu and Dr. Roy. One is this: tlint the Bill should be (irculated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinions. If the supporters of this Bill 
have IK) reason to fight shy of popular opinion then why should they be 
at all nervous when such a proposal is made by Dr. Banerjea. The 
crucial question is this; Do they care for public opinion or do they 
noty If the supporters of this Bill think that the public are in support 
of their proposals then they should welcome such a suggestion. If they 
on the other hand think that the public are opposed to this Bill then 
how can th(*y expect us their representatives to support this Bili? 
After all it is not our money. It is the jreople’s money which is 
» 4'oncerned. 
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Another question is this ; « that the Bill should be referred to a 
iSeleet Committee. Of course if the supporters of the BUI think that if 
the Bill he referred to a Select Coniniittee (hen there is reason to feai 
that certain exposures will he made and certain inconvenient fttcts will 
he brought to light then they may withhold their assent. Otherwise 
why should they not web ome the proposal for u refeivnce to a Select 
Committee. Dr. Moreno thought that these two propositions wore 
dilatory propositions nnd*hc said that Dr. Roy and Dr. Banerjea were 
unable to make out any point at nil in 2 «upport of their contentions. 
But Dr. Moreno forgets that the onus rests upon the (lovernment to prove 
what reasons there are for rushing the Bill through the Council — lOiact- 
inir the measure in .such a hurry and pressing three readings at one sit- 
ting. The onus is not upon Dr. Roy or Dr. Banerjea hut upon the Gov- 
ernment. Dr. Banerjea and Dr. Hoy were merely asking for normal 
piocedure to he followed. Any one who wishe.s to pro(‘eed abnormally 
on him does the onus lie to prove that there is such an urgent necesxi^y 
that the Bill cannot lie held over even for three months. 

I do not know what points have been raised by the representative of 
the Dacca Fniversity because probably owing to my being short cf licar- 
ing I could not hear him at all. There is one point which the Ibm'ble 
Member-in-charge mentioned when asking for thi.s grant to be made 
permanent. He said that for the last five years we had lw‘en givitjg tiio 
Dacca Fniversity five lakhs of rupees for recurring expemliture. Every 
one kiiow.s that. But what he did not mention is that we have also bceii 
^.living them Hs. 4 lakhs and odd for capital cxpeiiditure every ^ ear out 
of which the Dacca Fniversity ha> saved, I am informed, alM)ut IN. 
lakhs. But this is in passing. 'I’he Ilon’ble Member-in-ciiarge said 
tliat he did not a.sk for more than whnt we had been giving to the l)a(ca 
T ntveisity. But the question is not whether he is asking for moje oi 
le s I'lie question is this: whether in passing surh a Bill, whi»h i'^ 
going to guarantee a juTnianent grant to an institution, we should be 
mole cautious or not than we u>ed to be when the annual demand came. 
And the question should l>e approaeijed from that point of view nione. 

B0bu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, 1 am not one of thoHc who 
would grudge this amount to the Dueca I niversity, The people of Da< «‘a, 
specially my Muhammadan brethern, can accuse me of no ill-feeling 
towards them. It is now six years ago that during a Council meeting at 
Dacca I proposed that the status of the Engineering School at Dacca 
should be raised. My proposal was accepted by Government and the 
status of that school was raised. But my difficulty in supporting the 
present Bill is this : We <lo not know what is the normal expenditure of 
the Dacca University — how many professors ore there — what is their 
pay — how many lecturers an* there ami how many demonstrators. Those 
facts have not been placed l>efore us by the ^on'hle Me mlx*r-in -charge. 
If We hod known all that we should have lieeii in a position to give out 
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support or to with hold it. I think we can^verj^ well ask the Hon’ble Mem- 
l)er-in-c‘harge to give us all these facts. You ask us to grant Rs. 5J lakhs 
per annum to the Dacca University and that without our knowing any- 
thing ^)out its normal expenditure. You want to hind the people of 
Bengal to an item of expenditure without telling us why this expenditure 
is necessary. It is a well-known fact that about a year ago, when the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim and the Hon’ble Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali 
Chaudhury were members of Government, Ae Calcutta University 
wanted some money for its post-graduate classes and what did the Govern- 
ment do? Government did not off-hand grant the money, no, it appointed 
a Committee of which the Accountant-General, Bengal, was one oi the 
members, to Hcmtiiiise the accounts of the (’alcutta University and it was 
after the recommendation of the Accountant-General and of that Commit- 
tee that some money was granted to the Calcutta University. If that is a 
fact — and nobody will be able to deny that fact — why should a different 
procedure be adopted at the present moment. Personally, I shall only be 
too glad to support the Imiversity Bill of the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, 
but my difficulty is that we must know the facts and when we know the 
facts I shall be only too glad to suppf)rt the Bill, ])ut at the present 
moment without any facts and figures before me I cannot do it. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I hope the Indian memlxus of this House will 
forgive my intruding upon a matter W'hich may faiily be claimed to be 
one entirely for the Indian members of the Council. I am ^ure they 
will forgive niy presumption when I say tlmt out of my love for my own 
University I take a real interest in higher education in whutm)ever couinry 
I am. Now th(‘ ({uestion of this Bill has })een treated from various points 
of view and I think every member of the House will agree on two tunda- 
niental assumptions. First of all, there is in Bengal a need for two T'lii- 
versities, and secondly the (‘onstitutirm r>f the Dacca Univiusity, while 
it does offer exceptional facilities to the Muhammadan community, yet 
can elaim the support of all sections of the community — Hindu, Muham- 
madan or Christian in Bengal. The real problem is an educational one. 
The question the House has to ask itself is — how can we best secure 
stability and efficiency in the educational institution of Dacca? Now in 
the first place I shoubl like to make it clear that the j)rinciple of a statu- 
tory grant is not a new (uie as far as the relationship Wtween State and 
University is conceined. We have statutory grauts in other Provinces 
of India — in Madras, Delhi and, 1 believe, in Nagpur. Then when \t)U 
look into the constitution of the State Univei-sities of France and Ger- 
many and of many of the State Universities in America, you will find 
immediately that practically nil those institutions, at any rate those 
on the rt>ntinent have, statutory grants, some very much larger than the 
sum that has been asked for the Dacca University. So this principle is 
not a new one in University administration. In the second place, the 
acceptance of the principle of this Bill does not necessarily remove from 
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the Chamber of this Couueil^he nwessity for a discussion, an annual 
(liseuaaion if you wish, of the needs of the Dacca rniversity. I am given 
lo understand that this Bill provides only what aiv the luiuiinuui retjuire- 
ment^i of the Fniversity. Mr. Suremlra Nuth Ray has just stated that 
he cann(»t vote for the Bill until he knows precisely how every rupee, anna 
and pie is spent and yet he has Ik^cu voting for a considerable number of 
years for the annual grant to this Fniversity and 1 gather that he has not 
previcvusly secured that iliformatiim. In the seccuid place, it is ojien to 
any member of this House to amend this Bill or to luing in a Bill for the 
repeal of the Art. How then can it be said that the <»pport unity of dis- 
cussing the needs of the Fniversity will l>e taken away from the House. 
\ esterday Dr. Bidiian Chandra Roy in his able and elever speeeh — elever 
in that he evaded the main issue — referred to the fact that many of the 
professors of the Dacca I’niversity were m-eiviug larger pay than profess- 
or^ of the Calcutta Fniversity occupying similar positions. I gathered 
from tlie speech that he was reading from the rep<»rt of the Vost-graduate 
(Vimmittee. When T got home last evening 1 turned over the pages of 
that report and T found more examples than that were (pioted. But I 
i-ead the report to the end and I found tin* following passage: — 

Exam;. Irs could tie multified luU tho<»4* pi\f*n nhove A’-o ient !(> jlIi;Mrat« the 
pomt tlint some efforti* art' made fnr the stabdiaation of the dcpartmpnt«, the 

UniverHity will find diffleuli to mauitaui an efTli ient s^aff of tear herx it» future. 

That is the very point of this Bill. The Bill <loes provide the minimum 
ie(|uireincnts which enable the T’niversity to maintain an ctficicut staff. I 
-.liould like to read to the House examples of State grants that ate given to 
the Fnjver‘'ities in Kngland to indicate how comparatively nnule^t is the 
demand made for Dacca Fnixersity in this Bill. Dxford Fniversity 
£'()(). otH). (ila'‘gow i'tid.dOO, Leeds Birniingham Too, (Mil) and 

Manchester 1*50,000. Therefore it (*annot he said that we are making an 
extravagant demand when we ask for a statutory grant of Rs, bj lakhs. 
Tu the m‘Xt jdace it is absolutely essential that the uiicei taiiity with 
regal d to the engagement of professors shoiihl he hiought to an end. You 
rannot run a Fniversity efficiently when you are uiialde to give a firm 
contract to your tcaidiing staff. Yet for some time to come, unless tlii.s 
grant is made statutory, that pr)Hition <»f uncertainty will lemain as far as 
this T'niversity is concerned. Further, this Bill places tlie minimum 
requirements of the Dacca Fniversity beyond the reach of certain con- 
siderations which have moved this House at various times, hut which have 
nothing whatsoever to do with education. Various nieiiihei^s have said 
that up to the present this House has not yet rejected the annual grant 
to the Dacca Fniversity. I quite agr(*e, hut on more than one occasion 
it has very nearly rejected that amount, and the total amount was within 
an ace of l>eing thrown out on one occasion on a que.stion which had ahsf)- 
lutely nothing to do with the general que.stion of the education of the 
province. Now fake the position in England. In England, as far os I 
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understand the position, we do not have (these statutory grants. On th 
other hand, we have certain conventions. We have in the first place j 
political convention in regard to the granting of block amounts to th( 
various Universities. These conventions are the result of parliamentan 
practice of over 600 years. We are in the beginning of things in Bengal 
and I think it is just as well to recognise that unless these conventionj 
are firmly established, both the Calcutta and Dacca Universities are ii 
danger of having their supplies seriously dinfiiiished on consideratiom 
which have nothing whatsoever to do with education. Then there is th( 
convention in University life in England which is many hundreds oi 
years old — that a T^niversity is absolutely autononifms and V)rooks n( 
interference whatsoever from the legislature. Yet I hear members from 
the other side of the House proposing that this Council should interferf 
in the matter of the administration of education. Surely that is not the 
spirit in which this House should take the Bill. Points have been raided 
to-night and yesterday by what I may call the Univej-sity group of thf 
House — I mean the Calcutta University group. It is curious that thr 
amendments so far m(»ved have been by gentlemen who are veiy closely 
associated with the Calcutta University. I do not in the least (juestion 
their motive; I merely state the facts. I would, however, ask the Hon’hle 
Member who introduced the Bill to make it perfectly clear that when 
the time (^omes (lovernment will be prepared to grant the same statutory 
lights in regard to the (^ilcutta Univei-sity that it is anxious that this 
House >houl(l adopt with regard to the Dacca University. With that 
assurance T do not see how this House, if it acts wisely and generously 
in the matt(‘r of education, <*an dela\ this Bill. There is nothing to argue 
about. The Dacca University needs a certain block amount to maintain 
itself in minimum efiiciencv. I.et us accej)t this Bill whole heartedly. 
All we are asking the House in do is to grant the amount without c-avil 
and without <lela\ so that the foundations of education in Bengal mnv b** 
firmly c>tablishe(l. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for lb minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 

Mr. «l. M. SEN GUPTA: I move that the oue>ti(»n be now put. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. The debate will continue. 

KHAilE NAZIMUDDIN: After listening to the speefh of 
Rai Harendraiiath Chaudhuri I have come to the (umclusion that he is 
supporting both the amendments that have been moved, which means 
one amendment does nc»t accept the }»rinciple that a statutory grant 
should be made to the Dacca University, whereas the other amendment 
accepted the principle but criticises the details of the Bill. 8o it 
appears that he supports two contradictory things at the same time — 
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whema he is doubtful about |he principle of the Bill but at the sama 
time accepts the principle of the Bill and wantif to send it to the Select 
Conunittee. Similarly, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy the other day said 
in his speech that the Dacca Fniversity has gt)t colleges, whereas the 
Calcutta University has got 20 colleges, and the gmnt to the Dacca 
University is 5 lakhs, whereas the grant for the Calcutta University is 
something like 3^ lakhs. As a matter of fact the two Universities are 
quite different from one tfnother; one is a residential University and the 
other merely an examining University. I would like t(» point out that 
these 20 affiliated collegCvS receive a gnint from Government amounting 
to something like 30 lakhs of rupees. All the speakers speaking on tho 
two amendments started to say that they wanted to consider tho 
principles involved in the Bill, hut at the same time they have all been 
bringing in the Calcutta University and saying that (iovernment have 
done nothing for the Calcutta University. Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy 
accepts the principle of the Bill but wants to send it to the Select t\»ni- 
niittee simply for the purpose of criticising the scale (»f salaries paid to the 
professors, demonstrators ami lecturers of the Dac<u University, and to 
suggest the scale for both Universities. I think that these ((uestions 
ran only be decided by a Royal Commission because it will mean tinding 
out what the scale of pay should be not only in Cab'utta ami Dacca 
Universities, but also in tl>e various other Universities in the whole of 
India. I woubl like to point out that the scale of pay paid in the Da(‘ca 
University is not higher thai» that in the Calcutta University. I think 
it is the same though not less, but it is the same as that in tin* Indian 
Educatioiml Service arid the Bengal Educational Seivi('e. 

As far as I can s<'e no case has been made out either for circulation 
of the Bill or for sending it to the Select Committee. The (piestions are 
•'iiiiple. It is essential that the Dacca T’niversity must have o} lakhs. 
There is one thing that this Oovernment has e\er been accused of, and 
that is of being generous as far as grants are (*onceriied to the Dacca 
University. As Mr. Rahman has pointed out in his speeclj, Sir 1*. C. 
Mitter went thoroughly into this question of the I)a<ra rni\ersity wlien 
the question was raised during his Ministership, and came to the conclu- 
sion that the Dacca University cannot be run on less than oj lakhs. 
Similarly, I would like to refer to Mr. Fazl-ul Hinfs speech where he 
gave an instance where the Minister might be unsympathetic to the 
Dacca University and may not make provisimi for it or may curtail the 
grant. I could give another example which is very alike. Just now 
these subjects are reserved and they are under the charge of the Members 
of the Executive Council. There is everj' likelihraid that in the next 
general election there may he a lapge majority of those people who think 
that there must be a total refusal of all grants until their grievances are 
removed, and if this subject is not under the control of an Executive 
Member of Council then, there is every likelihood that Government may 
have to interfere in the management of the Dacca University. It is an 
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accepted principle that these rniversitiet should be nin by representa- 
tives of the pe(fple aid^l by certain nominated members. There is no 
reason why Goveinment should be allowed to interfere with educational 
institutions. This, point has been made very clear by Dr. Bidhan 
Chandra Roy. I think that this Council have jrot no rijrht to sit in 
jud^rment o*i the internal affairs of the Fniversity. Balm Surendra 
Nath Ray said in his speech that he would like to know the amount 
spent on the pay of the professors and demonstrators, also the number 
of professors and demonstrators. This is a question that has f^ot to be 
derided by the Executive Council of the Dacca TTniversity. It is not 
the function of this Council to decide what number of professors and 
lecturers are necessary in a particular department of that University. 

With these words I be^j: to support the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The debate on this Bill luv 
already been prolonji^ed and I should not feel justified after the c[uestion 
has been so fully threshed out, t(» take up much more f)f the time of the 
Council. The (luestion is a very simple one and i^ only a que-tion of 
principle. Do you want the Dacca University to be a self-jroverning 
institution entitled to mana«-e its own affairs without any outside inter- 
ference either from this (^mncil or from the Government y If yon 
concede the proposition that tlie Dacca T'niversily ou^rht to be an 
autonomous institution, the rc'.t follows. I take it then that you would 
preclude yourself from tellin^^ the Dacca University that the arranjre- 
ments they are making are wu-on^; and not as they sfiould be, that there 
should not be so many juofe'.sors, or so iminy teacheis, or so many subjects 
tau^rlit by them, or that their salaries ou^ht to be as you atid n(>t thev 
wTint to fix them. That is a principle which I think no one in this House 
wdll object to or c(tmplain about. 

Dr. l*rumathunat)i Baneijea told the House that in his own jieisonal 
opinion the primdple underlying the Bill wa> the ri^ht one, but at the 
same time he wanted the Bill to ]»e circulated for public opinion. That 
only implies that the Piofessor is not veiy sure of the soundness cf his 
own opinion, but looks for supjiort from out.side. I should have thoujrht 
that, so far us this ([uestion is eoncerne<l, it was too late for the Ibdfessor 
himself to doubt his own jud^rment in this House. He has repeatedly 
complaineil atrainst Government looking into the affairs of the Calcutta 
University. Dr. Bidhan (Miandra Roy, clever doctor as he is, I am sure 
W'ould have been equally successful in the profession of law. He knows 
to perfection the art that is practised by some lawyers. If you have a 
hopeless ease, a bad case, then try fii*st of all to evade the issue; if you 
cannot do that, the next course is to confu.se the issues; the third and 
the last course is to abuse your opponent. 

/Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is that what lawyers always do? 

Tht Honlllt Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM: So far as abusing the Govern- 
ment is concerned, it is such a chronic thing in one section of this House 
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that nobody minds it. I can ^ssure Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Dr. 
Pramathanath Bauerjea that so far a> I am coipcerncd, I uiu not in the 
least moved by any abuse. I submit that there is absolutely no case foi 
circulating the Bill, It is this House that has got to decide the question 
whether we want to make the Dacca rnivei*sity an autonomous body. 
It is for the House to decide that j)oint and that is the only fiuestion. 
There is no occasion either for sending the Bill to the Select Committee. 
I do not wish to impute finy sort motives to any hoirble membei*s of 
the Council, and have never done so. 1 have heard a great many 
protestations that they do not want to delay thi.s Bill, that there is no 
necessity for delaying it. All that I say with the utmost confidence is 
that there is absolutely no o<“(‘asion to refer the Bill to a Select Com* 
mittee. So far ns this House is concerned, it has been ai'cepted in 5 
successive years that 5 lakhs is the minimum which ought to be granted 
to the Dacca University. I have explained to the Ibmse alivndy why 
1 am making the demand for a statutcoy grant. I have not heard any 
voice against it. Now, what is th<‘ (pie'^tioii to he considere(U^ It is 
well known parliamentary practice that it is for the House itself to 
decide all questions of principle. It is when you accept the principle of 
the Bill, then and then only you send tlie Bill to the Select Committee, if 
there are details to he threshed out. No such detailed proxisions have 
to he (‘onsich‘red. The only ((uestion is one of principle which I submit 
no one has yet (juestioned. It 1 am right in this, then there is no excuse 
for anyone not to support this Bill. One thiyg I must say, that 
Crovernment is extremely anxious to put an end to these (|uarrels, these 
jealousies between the Calcutta Uni\ersit\ and the Dacca I niv«‘i’sity, 
(A VoicF, : There is no jealousy.) No jealosy! Then Dr. j’ramatha- 
iiath Banerjea must have a much .shorter memory than I have. \ear 
after year in thi.s Council whenever any (juestion of a grant t(> the 
Dacca Uiiiv**rsity has l»cen raised, somehr>d\ or other has ruise«l tjues* 
lions relating to flic Calcutta University and r;cc verm. We do not 
want this state of tilings to continue. We do not want either of those 
Universities to suffer. This is one of the reasons why 1 have introduced 
this Bill. I have informed the House in answer to a (|UPMtion asked this 
very day that we shall he prepared to introduce a sitnilar Bill for the 
Calcutta TAiiversity and I submit that after that assurance it is not 
open to any meiiiher of the House to have any misgivings on the point. 
I submit that there is no one in this Hous€' who is not anxious to develop 
self'govemin^g institutions in this <*ountry, and surely my Swarajist 
frieiid.s are most anxious to further this cause. If that is so, is it for 
them to throw out this Bill instead of making the Dacca University like 
the Calcutta University, a self-governing institution as soon as possible? 
Surely not. 

Mr* J* M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, is the Hon’ble 
Member entitled to say that any member is throwing out the Bill by 
supporting an amendment that the Bill be circulated for public opinion P 
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Mr. PREtIDEMT: That is merely an inference. 

The Hon’hli Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Therefore I suggest that the 
hon’ble members should help Government to put an end to all 
jealousies, all bickerings once for all by passing the Bill. I oppose all 
the amendments. 

The motion of Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea that the Dacca University 
(Amendment) Bill, 1925, be circulated for the piarpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon before the dOth November, 1925, was put and a division taken 
with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Addy, SAbu Amulya OhoiM. 

AhAmAd, MAUivi Astmuddin. 

Ahmtd. MAuIvi NAjmuddin. 

Alim«d. MAuIwi ZAnnoor. 

BAfAbi, BAbu Romti ChAndrA. 

BAktb, MAUivi KAd«r. 

BAntrjAA, Or. PrAmAtbAnAth. 

BAiMrjAA, BAbu tAtyA Kitbori. 
BAfitrjM, Mr. A. C. 

BetA, BAbu BAjAy KrishnA. 

CbAhrAVArti. BAbu JofindrA CbAndrA 
CbAkrAVArti, Mr. ByomkAA. 

ChAkrAvorty, BAbu tudArsAn. 
CbAttArjAA, BAbu UmAi ChAndrA. 
CbAudburi. MauIvi lAiyAd Abdur Rob. 
CbAUdhuri, RAi HArtndrAnAtb. 
ObAudbury, MauIvi Md. Nurul riuq. 
Chundor, Mr. NirniAl ChAndrA. 

OAt, Dr. Mobini MohAn. 

Daa BuptA, Dr. J. M. 

DAtlA, BAbu Akbil CbAndrA. 

Dty, BAbu BorodA ProtAd. 

OAfur, MAUivi Abdul. 

QAnguly, BAbu KbAgondrA botb. 
HAldAr, Mr. I. N. 

Hoquo, MAUivi tAyEdul. 

HotMin, MAUivi WAbod. 


doArdAr, MAUivi AftAb HotsAln. 

KhAn, BAbu OobondrA LaI. 

KbAn, MAuIvi Abdur RAtobid 
KbAn, MAUivi MAbi Uddin. 

MAbAmniAd, Mnulvi Bacar. 

Maity, Babu MabondrA NAtb. 

MitrA, BAbu JogtndrA NAtb. 

MukfrjoA, Babu Taraknatb. 

Naiktr, Babu Horn Cbandra. 

Noogi, Babu Manmobon. 

Quador, MauIvi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. PrAtanna Dob. 

Ray, Babu Abanitb Cbandra. 

Ray, Babu lurondra Nath. 

Ray, Dr^ Kumud tankar. 

Roy, Or. Bidban Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Roy Cboudbun, Rai Babadur tAlyondra 
Natb. 

tarkar, Babu Homanta Kumar. 

tarkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 

taomal, Mr. B. N. 

ton, Mr. N. C. 

ton Gupta, Mr. d. M. 

tubrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

Tarafdar, MauIvi Raiib Uddin. 


NOES. 


AddamO'WilliAmo, Mr. C. 

Abmod. MauIvi Tayobuddin. 

Aloy, Kban Bahadur t. Mahboob. 

All, MauIvi tayyod tultan. 

Ali, Mr. Altar. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banorjoo, Rai Bahadur Abinatb Cbandra. 
Barm A, Rai tab lb PAnobanan, 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Baiu, Babu dAtinBra Natb. 

Bog, Kban Bahadur Mina tbujaat Ali. 
Boot, tbo Hon'blo t. d. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

Browno, Mr. P. H. 

Oampboll, Mr. K. 

ObartroA, Mr. 0. B. 

Cbaudburi, Nawab BabaMur taiyid Na«at 
All, RbAb Babadur. 

Cbawdbury, MauIvi Paalal Kariia. 


Cobon, Mr. 0. d. 

Corooran, Mr. B. d. 

Oao, Babu Charu Cbandra. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Do, Mr. K. C. 

Doy, Mr. Q. Q. 

Doso, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. Q. t. 
iddio, Mr. B. E. 0. 

Emoroon, tbo Non’Mo Mr. T 
Paroqui, Kban Babadur K. 0. M. 
Porrootor, Mr. d. Campboll. 

Sbiunavi, Hadli Mr. A. K. Abu Abmod 
Kban. 

Good#, Mr. t. W. 

Guba, Mr. P. N. 

Haq, Kban Babadur Kaii Zabirul. 

Naq, Ibab tyod EmdaduL 

Hapbyna, Mr. W. t. 
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HMttifib IOhui Maiiir Mamvi Mittnimif. 
Hy^ A. K. FtiMrt. * 

Hii«, ll««|yi tkrmiMl. 

jyniM, Mr. F. t* 

^tniMUHIir, Mr. J. H. 

Kkaitaii, taby Dabi FrtMMl. 

Lai MabaaMiaa, HaJI. 

LtMtIl, Mr. H. C. 

LfiMitay, Mr. J. H. 

Matib, Mr. tyad M. 

Mittar, Sir Frovaah Chyntfar. 

Marana, Or. H. W. •. * 

MulM'Ji, Mr. t. 0. 

Nantfy, Mabaraj Kymar tris Chandra. 
Nazimyddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. j 


Farrytt, Mr. F. 

Rabim, iba HayMa Sir Abd^ 

ftahman. Mr. A. F. 

ftay, baby Maaandra Narayar. 

Ray, tba Nan'Ma Maharaja babadyr 
Kabavniab Chandra. 

Ray ChaydhyH, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaydhyri, Raja Manmatha Nath* 
Ray, Mr. t. N. 

Ray, Raja Manilall lindh. 

talam, Khan babadyr Maulvi Abdva 

tarkar, Mayivi Allah bykhah. 

Snaith, Mr. J. F. 

tiaphanaan, tha Han'bla Sir Hugh. 

Wilaan, Lt.-Cal. R. F. 

Waadhaad, Mr. J. A. 


The Ayes Wing 53 and the Xoe> the motion wa^i lost. 


'1 he motion of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy that the Bill W referred to 
a Select Committee consistinjr of the llon’lde Sir Al>d*ur*Rahim, Dr. 
Pramathanath Banerjea, Mr. A. F. Rahman, Sir Provash (Uunider 
Mitter, BahuBejoy Krishna Bose, Bahu Manmatha Nath Roy, Rai Haron- 
dranath Chaudhuri, Maulvi M'ahed llovsain, Mr. J. If. Lindsay, Dr. Ab- 
dulla Suhrawardy, Maulvi Md. Nurul Ilm| Chaudhurv, Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy, Mr. Syed M. Masih, Mr. K. F. Oaten and Dr. Jfidhan Chandra Roy,, 
five to form a quorum, with iijstruction> to submit their rejM)rt before the 
15th Xovember, 1025, for presentation to the Council, was then ]>ut and » 
division taken with the Ldlowing result : — 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dbona. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atimuddin. 

Ahmvd, Maulvi Najmuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi lannoor. 
bagohi, Baby Romaa Chandra. 

Bakth, Maulvi Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Baby tatya Kithora. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Boat, Baby Bajoy Krithna. 

Chakrmvarti, Baby dogindra Chandra. 
Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkat. 

Chakravdrty, Babu Budaraan. 
Chattarjaa, Babu Umas Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Batyad Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurui Huq. 
Chundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oaa, Dr. Mahini Mahan. 

Das Dupta, Or. d. M. 

Datta, baby Akbil Chandra. 

Day, baby barada Fraaad. 
bafyr, Mayivi Abdyl. 

Sanbyly, baby Kbagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 


doardar, Maulvi Aftab Hotsain. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Maulvi Abdur Raaahid. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Maulvi baiar. 

Maity, babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, babu ilofandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Natfcar, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Naagi, tabu Manmahon. 

Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Ray, tabu Abanish Chandra. 

Ray, gabu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Roy, Or. iidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai tahadur Batysndr# 
Nath. 

Barkar, iahu Hamanta Kumar. 

Barkor, gahu Naliniranjan. 

•asmaf, Mr. •. N. 

Ban, Mr. N. C. 

Buhrawardl, Dr. A. 


Tarafdar, Maulvi RajJh UddiR. 
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Adilam«>wiiliafnt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Mautvi Taytbuddin. 

Aiay, Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob. 

All, Mauivi Sayyad Sultan. 

All, Mr. Altaf. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Baf, Khan Bahadur Mina Shujaat Ali. 
Boat, tha Hon'bla S. J. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Browna. Mr. P. H. 

Campball, Mr. K. 

Chartraa, Mr. C. B. 

€haudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawat 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Chowdhury, Maulai Fazlal Kariir.. 

Cohan, Mr. D J. 

Corooran, Mr. B. J. 

Dat, Babu Oharu Chandra. 

Daud, Mr. M. 
f>a, Mr. K. C. 

Oay, Mr. Q. Q. 

Oota, Rai Bahadur Pyan Lat. 

Outt, Mr. a. S. 

Iddia, Mr. B. B. 0. 
imtraon, tha Hon’bla Mr. T 
#aroi|ui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Borraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 
dihuinavi, Hadji Mr. A, K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 

Booda, Mr. S. W. 

Buha, Mr. p. N. 


Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. 

Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Hoaaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muaharruf. 
Huq, Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul, 

Jamaa, Mr. F. Ei 
ilannaway, Mr. J. H. 

Khaitan, • Babu Dabi Proaad. 

Lat Mahammad, Haji, 

Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay, Mr. J. H. 

Maaih, Mr. Syad M. 

Mittar, Sir Provaah Chundar. 

Morano, Or. H. W. B. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. * 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Nazimuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdua. 
Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhah. 

Snaith, Mr. J. F. 

Staphanaon, tha Hon'bla Sir Hush. 

Wilaon, Lt.-Col. R. P. 

Woodhaad, Mr. J. A. 


'J he Ayes l>eiii^»‘ aiul the (>7 the motion wu'* lo^t 


The followiii;? amendments were (‘ailed hut not moved : — 


Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER to mov(‘. h\ way (d amendment 
to motion No. ^ti, that the Bill he reteired to a Select Committee consist- 
ing’ of the Ilon’hle Sir Ahd-ur-Bnhim, Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, Mr. 
F. K James, Mr. A. F. Rahman, Dr. Bidhuu Chandra Roy, Mr. Kiran 
tSanknr Roy, Sir Provu.sh Chunder Mitter, Mr. Syed M. Masih, Mauivi 
Ahdur Raschid Khan, Mauivi Kader Baksh, four to form a quorum, with 
instructions to submit their report for piesentation to the Council as soon 
ns possible. 

MaulYi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY to move, by way of 
amendment to motion No. 26, that the Bill l>e referred to a Select Com- 
mittet* consisting of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, Mr. E, F, Oaten, Dr. 
Bidhan Chandra Eoy, Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, Dr. Pramathanath 
Banerjea, Khan Bahadur Kaii Zahirul Huq, Mauivi Ahdur Baschid 
£han, Mr. Prasauna Deh Raikat and Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhurv. 
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Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that elause I stand part of the 

Bill. 

The Djotion was put and arrived to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ae ([ut^tion is that clause .stand part of the 
Bill. 

The followin|T motions weiv culled hut not moved ; — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI, MAULVI MD. NURUL 
HUQ CHAUDHURY and Babu 8ATYA KI8H0RE BANERJEE to 

move that in (dau.se -J, in the ])iop<)S(‘d section 4»A, line *{, lor tin* words 
“ five and a half lakhs ” the word- “ three lakhs he substituted. 

KHAJE NAZIMUDDIN to move that in clause 2. in the proposed 
section 4TA, line -h toi the word- “five and a half lakh-”, the words 
*■ toui and a half lakh-" he suhstituded. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI t«i movi* that in clause *2, at 
the end of the proposed section 4TA, the followin^^ he added, namely: — 
“ Joi fivt* yeais from the diite when the Dacca rniveisjts ( .\ mendinent) 
Af't, Ifrjo, come^ into foii'e 

The motion that clau-e 2 -taml imrt of the Bill was then put and 
ajjii‘e<] to, 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The ([Ue-tion i- that I’teamhle -tand part of the 
Bill 

The followini: anuMidment wa-. hv leave of the rouncil, withdrawn: — 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI to move, tJiat at the end cf 

the Preamble the followinjj' he added, namely: — 

“ lor five years from the date when this Act comes into force ”, 

The motion that the I’leamhle stand part of the Bill w'as then put and 

agreed to. 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I move that the Bill, as intro- 
duced in Council, l)e passed. 

The motion was put and ajrreed to. 

Tha Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

The Honlile Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: I bej? to introduce a Bill further to amend the Beng'al I/fK'al Self- 
Government Act of 1885. * 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 
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TIm Hwi'Wt Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadar 
of Nadia: I beg to more that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI : I beg to moTe, by woy of 
amendment to the motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 

before the next session of the Bengal Legislative Council. 

* 

The Bengal Local Self-Government Amendment Bill proposes to 
make two very important changes in the qualifications of voters and of 
the members of the local self-governing bodies in areas which have not 
as yet come under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act. The first 
of these changes proposes to restrict the franchise, and the second, 
insisting on a special residential qualification in the future members 
of the local and the district boards, aims at excluding the intelligentsia 
from the bigger bodies. That I am not in the least exaggerating the 
inij)ort and significance of the proposed amendment, will be evident on 
a close examination of the proposed alterations in the existing Act. 

Let me take up the first point, vie,, the restriction of the franchise. 
The third clause of the Bill, i.c., the new section 9, which is going to 
be substituted for the section 9 of the present Act, excludes such persons 
as are qualified under clause 2tb) and (c) and clause 3 of the proviso to 
the present se<*tion. 

[At this stage, the Hon'ble the Vresident lett the rhamber and the 
Deputy I*resident took the Chair.] 

Persons paying license tax in respect of a trade and educated membcis 
belonging to joint families \\ill have to vote under the proposed law. 
Both indust j v and education are therefore to be ignored in rural aieas and 
will not henceforth carry along with them the right to vote — a right 
wliich industry and education certainly deserve. The new section has no 
doubt been taken rvrhatim from .section T(/) of Act V of 1919, but an 
error or omission in the Village Self-(Tovei nment Act of 1919 can be no 
justification for making the same eri'or and onns>ion in an amending Ait 
in J9k>r). 

But nowhere the policy of practically excluding the intelligentsia 
or the educated middle-class from the precincts of the local and even 
the district boards is so manifest as in the piroposed new section 13, 
which lays down the qualifications of members of local boards, and 
Taken with the pmposed proviso in clause 2, prescribes also the quuli- 
fientious for eleidion as members of district boards. The existing Act 
simply provides that no person shall be elected a member of a district 
board unless he he qualified for election as a member of the local boaid 
under the provisions of section 13 and section 13 of the existing Act 
does not insist that he must ordinarily reside within the limit of the 
local board. A person, therefore, who belongs to a rural area and yet 
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happeHii to live ordinarily in a liunicipal town can aspire to be a member 
of a local or district board, but the amendiii^^ Bill before the House pro- 
poses that every future nwiuUr of a local or district hoard will have to 
reside ordinarily in the rural area. This is indeed a new departure and 
the effect of such a provision will be to exclude practically the whole of 
the educated middle-class who have ordinarily to reside in district head- 
quarters or subdivisional towns, in other words those perMU.^ who leside 
in municipal areas to follbw their professions and earn their livelihood, 
will be excluded from the nieinhership of the h>cal and district Nurds. 
As the questions involved in the prop(»sed amendment are of far-reaching 
con^equences, I propose that the public should he taken into confi-bnice, 
and that the Bill should he enacted only after due circulation and takinff 
tlie opinions of the local bodies concerned. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Before ino\in>r tlie aniendmout, 
which stands against my name, I desire to ask your pci niissi«>n to nmke 
certain changes in the amendment, and the^e chunge> are, I umlers! luil, 
aiceptahle to the Hon'hle Member-in-(*harge. 

Mr Deputy PRESIDENT: Would you please read out ymii amend- 
ment containing tiie jiroposed changes. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I beg to move, by \va> of nmetid- 
mciit to motion of the Hoiidde Maharaja Bahudiii of Nadia, that the 
Bill be referred to a Select (’ommittce consi-^ting of the Hon’ble Mahan ja 
Kshauiiisli Chandra Ray Baliadur ot Nadia, Mr. S. W. (h>ode. Bai 
Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Balm Almnish Chandra Ray, Bahu 
Boroda Rrosad Dey, Bahu Bejoy Krishna Bose, Hai llarendr-inath 
t’haudhuri. Raja Maniloll Singli Roy, ^[r. B. N. Sasmiil. Rai Satyendra 
Narli Roy Chaiidhuri Bafia<lui, Mauivi Ahdur Uaschid Khan, Maulvi 
Kader Baksli, Maiilvi Mahi Cddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mtiulvi 
Musharruf Ilossaiu and Mauivi Abdul (iafur, five to form a tjnorum, with 
instructions to submit their reju)rt for circulation hy the dOth Noveni)>er, 

There being no objection to the proposed change, Mr. Deputy 
President allowed Bahu Bejoy Krishna Bose to move his motion in its 
amended form. 

Babu BEJDY KRISHNA BDSE: I Wg to move the motion which I 
have already read out. 

After the speech of Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri I do not like to 
take up the time of the House hy inflicting a speech, rndouhtedly, 
in one respect, the franchise is a bit enlarged. People who an? paying 
Re. 1 in road-cess and chowkidari taxes are made voters. 

But on the other hand the property qualification and the educational 
qualification are done away with and the residential qualification, I 
think, will be a bit oppressive. It is, therefore, necessary to compare 
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this Bill with the existing franchise of jthe local boards, district boards 
and even of this Council. It would be impossible to consider all these 
things in this House at the present moment. It will require some laboiii 
and I therefore hope you will agree with me that the Bill should b< 
referred to a Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur o1 
Nadias My object in moving for taking the Bill into consideration v.a!> 
that there is some urgency about the matter and we wanted the Bill to he 
passed as early as possible. 

The reason for the urgency of the matter is that the next Electoral 
Bolls for the JiCgislative Council will come under preparation in Decem- 
ber and it is proposed to prepare a combined roll showing the different 
hx al bodies for which Legislative Council electors are qualified ^o \C'te. 
Preparation of a combined roll of this kind will be simplified if we 
secure uniformity in the local board and union board franchise in the 
manner proposed in the Bill. 

I find, however, that there is a considerable body of opinion ii 
favour of the Bill being referred to a Select Committee. I am quite will- 
ing to meet the wishes of the (’ouncil and '-hall be glad to accept the mo- 
tion of iny friend Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose for the Select Committee, 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; In view of what hm 
fallen from the Hoirble Memt>er-in-chaige I beg to withdraw my motion, 

The motion of Bai Harendranath Chaudhuri was then, by leave ot 
the ('ouncil, withdrawn. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: In view of what has heen sjiid I beg to 
withdraw ni\ motiem. 

The follo\\ing motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
dniwn : — 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL to move, by wa\ nf amendment to motion of 
the lion ’hie Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia, that the Bill l>e referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the Hon’hlc the Maharaja Kshaunish 
Chandra Bsiy Bahadur of Nadia, Mr. S. W. Goode, Mr. B, Chakra- 
varti, Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Mr. N. C. Sen, Mr. M. Baud, 
Dr. J. M, Dus Gupta, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker and Mr. B. N. Sasmal, 
five to form a quorum, with instructions to submit their report b)r 
presentati(»n to the Council a» soon as possible. 

Mr. Diputy PRESIDENT: The question is that the Bill be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon'ble Maharaja Kshauni«h 
Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, Mr. S. W. Goode, Rai Abinash 
Chandra Bauerjee Bahadur, Babu Abanish Chandra Ray, Babu Boroda 
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Pro.«.ad Dey, Babu Bejoy Erisbf a Bo.‘ie, Rai Harendranath Chaudhui-i 
Raja Moniloll Singh Roy. Mr. B. N. Sa^mal. Rai Satvendra Naih 
Roy Chandhuri Bahadur. Maulvi Abdur Rasrhid Khan, Maulvi Kader 
Baksh, Maulvi Malii Tddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muidmrruf 
Hussain and Maulvi Abdul Oatur, hvo to toriu a t)uoruin, with 
in.structions to .submit their repoit for circulation bv the 30th Noveni- 
ber» 1925. 

The motion was put aiiTl aj^^reed to. 


SupplemenUry Budget ef the Goverrmient of Bengal for the year 

1925-26. 

Demands for grants. 

B—Forests. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BAHADUR 
of Nadia: Sir, on the recoin niendat ion of His Excellency the Governor, 
I bejf to move that a sum of Ils. 14,300 be jrrautcd for exjwudituro 
under the head H — Forests 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. Ilis Excellency has allowed only 5 
minutes for the debate over this (juestion. 

Maulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I move that the 
demand of Es. 14,300 under the head “ H — Forests ” la* refused. 

Sir, in asking' the (\mneil to lefuse ibis demand I say that the 
country’s opinion i.s at the present moment a^rainst the Forest Depart- 
ment. I sent in a series of (juestioiis to the Uon’ble Member-in- 
cliarg'e for an answer as to whether the value of passe.s for <’uttin^ 
haniho(»s and collect injr woods fidin the (’hittajjfonj; Heserved Forest 
have been increased or not ami whether their juices have been d«>uhle(l 
or not. I al.Ho asked whether the attention of the (Jovernment had 
been drawn to a rejiorl published in the daily Jyot^ of Chittajfon^-. 
Hut the rejdy I received from the Lej^df^Iative Department was that 
such a thin^r could not he verified hence no reply could he j^ivim. 
Therefore the questions were di.sallowed. Sir, at least in my jiart 
of the country there is a >»*rowin^ feelinj^ that the Forest Department 
is one of the most oppressinj^ department under the (jovernment and 
the public are not deriving any advantajre whatsoever from tliaf 
department. Therefore, I oppose this grant. 

Tlia Hoffi’IMa Mahmia K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: If the mover had cared to read the explanation given at the 
foot of page 2 of the printed supplementary demands he would have 
noticed that the charges for which this demand provides will be re- 
etmped from the revenues of the forest. A glance at this appendix 
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will reveal that the Maulvi Saheb has been, for some mysterious reason 
of his own, a bit indulgent towards my Hon’ble colleague Sir Hugh 
Stephenson, and has thought fit to allow him only to spend Es. 14,000 
out <>f the total supplementary demands (jf Rs. 12,69,648 made by 
Government to the exclusion of all other demands. It must, there- 
fore, be presumed that this motion for refusal is simply due to the 
mover’s general principh* of refusing all demands. Government, on 
the request of more than two-thirds of the* proprietors of the Attiah 
forest in Dacca aiul Mymensingh districts, have undertaken the 
management of the forest under the provisions of section 38 of the 
Tndiun Forest Act. They, therefore, now have a statutory duty to 
cnrr>’ on the management of the forest. The entire cost will be the 
first charge on the revenues of the forest, and there will ultimately 
be no e.xpenditure from Provincial Revenues. As, however, owing trt 
financial rules the expenditure must be provided in the budget estimates 
before it can be incurred, this demand has been made. There will })e 
corresponding increase on the receipt side. I oppise the motion (Ui 
these grounds. 

Ma\i1vi Md. Xurtil Hiiq Phaudhurv’s inotien wa^ then prt and 
lost. 

The motion that a sum Rs. 14,300 be granted for expendituie 
under the head “ S — F( rests ” was then put and agreed to. 


^—Registration. 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: On tl)e recommendation oi ITis 
Excellency the (bivernor. I heg to nu>ve that a sum of Ks. ‘J.lMlO In* 
granted for expenditure under the head 9 — Registration ”. 

Maulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; I move that the demand 
of Its. 2,000 under the head “ 9 — Registration ” be refused. 

The motion of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury was then put 
and lost. 

Ihe motion that a sum of Rs. 2, WO be granted for expenditure 
tinder the head “9 — Registration ” was then put and agreed to. 


1S-*lnigatkMi~-OtlMr revenue •xfMiNiitiire flniimdl from ordinary 

rtvonuo. 

The Hon’lilo llohoraja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bohodtir of 
tiadii: On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I 
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move tliat a sum of Rs. 50,0y0 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ** lo — Irrigation— Other revenue ex])enditure financed from ordi- 
nary revenue 

SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Rs. 

under the head “ 25 — Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure 
financed from ordinary revenue — Filling breaches in embank- 
ments in the Ghatal subdivision ** la* refused. 

He also moved as an alternative that the demand of Rs. 25, (KK) under 
the head “.15 — Irrigation — Other revenure expenditure 
finaured from ordinary revenue — Filling hreaehes in embank- 
ments in the Ohutal subdivision ” be reduced by Rs. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahufiir of 

Nadia ; 1 am amused to find that my friend the Shah Saheb has not 
been able to make up his mind whether to refuse the demand totally 
or to reduce it by Rs. r),0<)0 (mly. I think if I explain (be position 
he will be satisfied that the demand I am making is necessary. The 
])ositi<jn is this — 

The voted grant under the head “ 15R “ for maintenani'e and 
repairs is Rs. 2,2b,n(K), which includes an item of Ks. 45,000 for 
closing breaches in the Ohatul subdivision, caused by the large fl<M)d 
of 1922, and which has been fully spent during the past working season, 
Otlier breaches remain to be filled for the protection of (lhatal town 
and the areas enclosed by the Mohonkhnli and Sheikhpur t’ircuit 
embankments: therefore an additional Rs. 25,000 is asked for to be 
spent in the next cold weatlier, Fiiless this cla.H.s of work Is taken up 
immediately earth is available after the mons<M>n tlip working season 
is t(K) short to complete the filling of the breaches l)eforc the following 
year’s Hoods and the work done i.s washed away. 1 hope the Shah 
Saheb is now satisfied that this demand i.s necessary and will with- 
draw the mot ion. s. 

The motions of Shah Syed Emdadul Ilaq were then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIt I move that the demand 
of Rs. 25. 000 for widening the Buxi khal by dredging, under the 
head “ 15B — Navigation, Embankment, etc.” be refused. 

Before I proceed to state the grounds on which I proimse to refuse 
this demand I would request every one present here to kindly read 
the printed remarks under this demand. They are as follows: — 

The present alJotiiieiit for the work ii Ks. ],00,np0; R*. 2,00,000 wm the sum 
entered in the preliminarj ferecast of the departnient. In order, hovever, to 
make money avnilable for the sluices end locke on the Lower Kumar river in the 
Faridpur district Rs. 1,00,000 was dedui'ted from the Buxi khal demand. At 

IS 
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th»t time it w»« experted that the Colley dredger would not complete the dredging 
of the Hoorhoora khal till late in the year a*d would then come into Calcutta 
for repairs, in which case Rs, 1,(I9,(X)0 would have sufficed. The work on the 
Hoorhoora will, however, be completed in a few weeks’ time, as the leng^th to be 
dredged has been curtailed , and it is expected that there will be saving on the 
work which can be transferred to the Buxi khal. Certain modificiations have 
also been made in regard to the dredging of the Buxi khal, which will lead to a 
saving in the quantity to be dredged, and it is probable that Rs. 1,50,000 will 
suffice. If, therefore, an additional grant of Rs, 25, (XK) is given making the 
revised grant Rs. l.34,r»f), the balance can be met from the Hoorhoora khal and 
other savings. 

It co!)!i«*s to this: that the Buxi khal scheme requires Bs. 1,50,000. 
(xovernment in their principal budget got a demand for Its. 1,09,000 
sanctioned for that sclieme, /.c., they want Its. 25,000 plus Its. IG,000 
more for this M heiue and they expe<‘t to have Its. l(i,000 from the 
Hoorho(>rn khal surplus. Therefore all that they require is Its. 1,50,000 
ininus Its. 1,25,0(K), that is nearly Its. 25,000. Now, if I can show that 
floverninent can manage this expenditure out of another surplus in their 
Irrigation Budget, I hope the (Vniiicil will be pleased to refuse this 
demand. Now, Sir, one thing is apparent from tliese remarks, vk., 
that the (UnvUy dredger is not going to he docked for repairs just now. 
It will he employed in the Buxi khal. Now let us see what was the 
provision made for tlje repairs of the Coirlcy dredger. Of course, 
that is not mentioned anywhere in the principal budget but I got 
certain figures from Mr. Addams- Williams himself as regards the 
details of expenditure under head “ Xlll In the principal budget 
they provided Rs, 8,10,000 for maintenance and repairs. Of this 
Rs. 50,000 was earmarked for the repairs of the dredger Cowley. My 
point is this: If the Cowley dredger is not dw^ked for repairs now 
and if its rejiairs can wait till the end of this financial year. Govern- 
ment will have saved Its. 50,(K)0 on that account and it will be seen, 
as I have said, Government can manage this expenditure of Rs. 25,0(X) 
out of this provision of Rs. 50,000. I do not know what reply 
Mr. Addams-William.s is going to give to this motion but probably he 
will say — and that is my anticipation — that the sum of Rs. 50,000 
will be required for additional expenditure on account of repairs to 
dredgers Foyers and Alexandra, but let me point it out to the Council 
that Government budgeted Rs. I,t36,000 in their principal budget for 
repairs to tliese dredgers. Mr. Addams- Williams I think cannot fairly 
say now that this Rs. 50.000 budgeted for Cowley will be diverted for 
the repairs of Foyers and AJe.randra. If that be the real case., the 
proper way for Government will be to come before the Council for 
additional • supplementary grants for the repairs of Foyers and 
Alexandra. If Government do not propose to go in that way, it will 
l^e quite fair on o\ir part tg suggest that that money should be diverted 
for further work in connection with the Buxi khal scheme. I think 
I have made a satisfactory case for the refusal of this demand. 





DEMANDS FOR GRANTS.^' 


197 


SilAH 8YED EMDADUL VAQ moved that the demand o£ Rs. 25«000 
under the head ** 16 — Irrigation — Other revenue ex}>euditure hnanced 
from ordinary revenue — Widening fbe Buxi khal by dredging ” (l»age 
6, Estimates) be reduced by Its. 5»000. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: Just now another sum of Us. 25. (HK) has Ihui 
voted by this C-ouiicil for rejniiring the breathes in the enilmnkments 
ill the Ghatal subdivision. For the information of those whi» do not 
know the place, I may say that the Buxi khal is almost op|Hisite the 
breaches in the embankment> in tlie Ghatal subdivision, and immedi- 
ately you excavate the Buxi khal larger (|uuntity of water will How 
in to tlie other side and there will be more breaches in tlm next year 
or in the year after. For this reason I have been (»j)])osing this scheme 
for more than a year and 1 hope the Council will refuse this demand. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I wish to ask one (juestion that 
has arisen from what Hai Harendranath Chaudhuri Ims suggested with 
regard to the allotment made for the repairs of the two dredgers. 
How much of that money has been sjuuit up to date and what figureH 
Go\ eminent has in its jiossession to show that it will re<juire another 
U.s. 50, (KK) for the j)urpose of repairing the dredgers ^ 

The Hon’Me Mafuraja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahailur of 
Na«fia: Sir, the sanctioned voted grant for the current year under 
15B — Works ” is Us. 4,51,(KHI ami contains an item of Us. 1,09,(HK) 
for widening the Buxi khal in the Howrah district for the jiurpose of 
relieving fl(M)ding causeci by the DaiiKMlar and <dher rivers in this 
locality. After the large ricMxl of lOld an emjuiry was held to ascer- 
tain what remedial meiLsures could l)e undertaken to release the flood 
water from a large area lying to the north of the Buxi embankment 
into the Uupnarain : the congestion caused by zemindan embank- 
ments was very great and it was found that the embankments on the 
Buxi khal, one of the principal outlets, obstructed the H<M>ds and pre- 
vented them reaching the Uupnarain as <juickly as they might. The 
case of the H(K)rh(K)ra khal was similar. It was therefcire decided to 
dredge both khals so as to widen and deepen them, but the work of 
dre<1ging could not be proceeded with until a suitable dredger was 
available. The Coicley dredger was sent to the Hoorhoora khal in 
January last and it was expected that the dredging of the khal would 
w<upy the dredger up to about Hie end of the current monsoon, after 
which she would undergo a th<nvmgh overhaul, which would take three 
months. She would (hen return to the Uupnarain and dre<lge the 
Buxi khal and complete it in the hot weather of 1926. The work on 
the HfK)rhof>ra has been completed earlier dhan expected, and the 
dredger being still in good condition it is not now proposed to thoroughly 
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oyerhaiil her. Therefore it is intended |to complete the Buxi khAl at 
ODce^ the dredger having proceeded there and having completed about 
half of the work. 

A modification has been made, which will considerably reduce the 
cost and it will be the most economical method to complete the work 
without a break. If this is not done and the dredger is taken away 
and subse(|uently sent back to complete it, there will be a waste of 
about Ks. 20,000 for steaming her to and fro and she will have to pass 
imder the Kola bridge twice, necessitating considerable delay in lower- 
ing and again raising the jib of the terminal pontoon. If the work 
continues without a break it will be completed by about the end of 
September. 

Now, my friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has raised some 
]M)ints.. First of all his contention is that if the Coirley dredger is 
not to be thoroughly overhauled the provision of Rs. 41,000 under 
“ 15B — Maintenance and Repairs ” to the Cowley is not required for 
that purpose and therefore is available for meeting the additional grant 
of Rs. 25,000 asked for for the Buxi khal. This proposal would have 
been put forward by me except for the following fact^ : The total 
grant for re])airK to dredgers is as follows : — 

Rs. 

Alexandra and Fayen and other floating plant ... 95,000 

• ... ... ... 41,000 

... ... ... 

I have put down R.s. 41,000 for the Cowley. My friend said it was 
Rs. f)0,0m), but out of Rs. 50,0(M), Rs, 9,000 has gone to the High 
romnussioner’s budget for spare parts. The Alexandra was sent in 
for repairs last year and would have been completed and fully paid 
for were it not for the fn(‘t that a strike occurred which prevented the 
repairs being comph'ted within the year. There is an outstanding 
liability of Rh. 21.0(Kt plux R>. 12.0<X) for re|mirs for the current year, 
a total of Rs. aO.OOO to he met this year. The Foyen will cost more 
for a thorough overhaul than exjiected ; Rs. 55,000 was entered but 
we find R«. 95.(K)0 is riMiuired. The explanation of this is that the 
Foyer$ was working in the Bidyadhari, which is a mixture of salt water 
and sewage, and the result i.* that she is in a verv bad state of repairs 
These two sums aggregate Rs, 1.28,000 to which has to be added 
Rs. 0,000 for other floating craft. Rs. 12,000 for the repairs to the 
Cowley for petty repairs wliile at work and Rs. 7.000 for the Burdwan 
which will be put into commission next January, These sums total 
Rs. \Mm against Rs. 1.52,000 available; so that there is no surplus 
from which the Buxi khal dredging can He met. 
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The motion of Rai HarenUranath Chaudhuri was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AVEt. 


Abamatf, Maulvi Atimudein. 

AAiMd, Maiilvi NalmiMMiii. 

AamMi, Maulvi TAytbuddiii. 

AhfiNNl, Maulvi Zamidar. 

BacaAi, iabu RofUM Ohandra? 

■alua, Maulvi Kadtr. 
lantriaa. Or. eramataanatli. 

•aaariM, aabu tatya KitAort. 
■anarlM, Mr. A. C. 

tabu atjoy Kritlina. 

Cliahravarti, aabu Jofindra Chandra. 
Chabravorty, Iabu tudartan. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi laiyvd Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Hartndranath. 
Chaudhury. Maulvi Md. Nurul Hua. 
Chundvr, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat, Or. Mohini Mohan. 

Oatia, aabu Ahhil Chandra. 

D«y, aabu aoroda Protad. 

Oafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Qanauiy. aabu Khacandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Haq, Shah Sytd Emdadul. 

Noquo, Maulvi Sayadul. 


HoMdin, Maulvi Wahad. 

Maulvi Aitab rttiaain. 

Khan, Maulvi Abdur Ratahid, 

Khan, Maulvi Amanai. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Maulvi Oatar. 

Maity, iabu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, tabu Jogandra Nath. 

Mukariaa, aabu Tarahnath. 

Naofi, dabu Manmahon. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ray, Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sanhar. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. n. 

Roy. Mr. Kiran Sanbar. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sarbar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

Sarbor, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Satmal, Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. C. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Ra|ib Uddin. 


NOES. 


Addamt*Williamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Alay, Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob. 

Ali, Maulvi tayyad Sultan. 

Band. Mr. R. N. 

Banarita. Rai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panehanan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Batu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bag, Khan Bahadur Mirxa Shujaat Ali. 
Baft, tha Hon bla S. 4. 

Birtay, Mr. L. 

Browna, Mr. P, H. 

Campball, Mr. K. 

Chartraa, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Facial Karim. 

Coraoran, Mr. B. 4. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr Q. 0. 

Oota, Rai Bahadur Pyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. a. S. 

Emaraon, tha Hon*bla Mr. T 
Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Ohucfiavi Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khaci. 

Oooda, Mr. S. W. 

•uha, Mr. P. N. 


Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Hottain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mutharru/. 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. Facl-ul. 

Huq, Maulvi Ehramui. 

Jamaa, Mr. F. g. 

^annaway, Mr. 4. H. 

Khaitan, Babu Dabi Pratad. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

LiddtII, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4. H. 

Matih, Mr. Syad M. 

Mittar, Sir Provath Chundar. 

Morana, Or. H. W. B. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Srit Chandra. 
Naiimuddin, Khoja. 

Oatrn, Mr. E. F. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd^ur* 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Nan*bla Maharaja BahOvur 
Kahauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Mr. S. N. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhuaan. 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdua. 
Sarbar, Maulvi Allah Bubhah. 

Snaith, Mr. d. F. 

Stap h tn a o w , tha Hon*bla Sir Hugli. 

Wllaoh, LL-eol. R. P. 

Woo dha a i , Mr. d. A. 


Haq, Khan Bahadur Kail Zahirul. 


The Ayes being 47 and the Noes 59, the motion was lost. 
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The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and lost. 

The time-limit under the head “ 15 — Irrigation — Other revenue 
expenditure financed from ordinary revenue having expired, the 
following motion w’as not put: — 

Maulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: “ That the demand of 
Its. under the head ‘ 15 — Irrigation — Other revenue expendi- 

ture financed from ordinary revenue ’ (page Estimates) be refused.” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ” 15 — Irrigation — f)ther revenue expenditure financed 
from ordinary revenue was then put and agreed to. 


22— General Administration. 


The Hon'hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS With the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 14,(M)0 
be granted for ex])enditure under the head ” 22 — General Administra- 
tion — Rand Establishment of Ilis Excellency the Governor ”. 

A memorandum has been circulated on the subject and I do not 
propose to take up the time of the (.\*uncil by making a sjieecli. 

Bthu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY; May I, Sir, in the absence 
of lluhu ^(untnatha Nath Roy move the amendment that stands in his 
nameP 


Mr. Deputy PRESIDENT; Yes, you may. 

Betou KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY; I beg to move that tlie 
demand of IN. M,(>0i) for expenditure on His Exeellemy’s Band 
Establishment for the second half ot the year bp refused. In moving 
this motion I cun only advaniM* very few new arguments. This (piestion 
of expenditure on His Excellen<>’s Rand Establishment was agitated 
and discussed on the occasion of the last budget grants diseussion at 
considerable length. It is well known that the majority of the elected 
iiiemWrs tif the (\)un<'il feel very strongly on the subject and this 
attempt to get tins unpopular expenditure j)assed by the Council is 
certainly a move in the wrong direction. During the last budget 
grants a considerable amount from the Rand Establishment was reduced 
by the members (»f the (\uincil. It is rather im earlv to come forward 
again before the Onincil with a supplementary budget for sanction- 
iwg the Band Establishment of His Excellency. Apart from the 
A|uestum that it is nn unprofitable, luxurious and superfluous establisb- 
raeut, the fact that this item jars on the sentiments of the property- 
stricken pe<»ple of the laiiR, should be considered as sufficient reason 
for refusal of the grant. The members of the Council should not run 
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away with the idea that by* supjwrting this motion members would 
be showing any disrespe(‘t to His Excellency, but this is a simple 
expression on the part of the members intimating their desire to lay 
the axe of retrenchment at the roots of a superfluous luxury. 

The Hon’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The reason why this 
supplementary budget has >)een brought in is because on the last 
(»ccasion tlie Couiu il reduced the [irovisicui for the Rand Establishment 
fiom IN. 80.000 mid to IN. 10.000 : they did not refuse the provision 
for the Band. The Baud, as it lias been explained in the memorundum, 
is an c*rchestra such as has been maintainetl since the constitution of 
the Presidency. It is impossible to maintain that orchestra with the 
sum provided by the (\)uncil on the lust iHcasion. This perhnp.s wa« 
not sufhciently explainesl to the Poumdl on the last oc< usion and that 
is the reason why this supplemental^ budget has l»een brought in. 
We have carefully goiie into the (juestion and after every possible 
pruning we find it is impossible to maintain an cuchestra of the kind 
that has lieen maintained here (and with provincial pride I may say 
it is the l)est in India) at less than Its. 70, (MH) a year. If the ('ouncil 
are not prepared to grunt this sum Hi’* Excellency will ilispeiise with 
this orchestra and we "hall have a very simdl Imnd, and we shall 
have to make sejiaralc arrangements for all the 4erem(UMal mcasion.s 
lor which the present orchestra is maintained. In that case Rs. 
ulreadv granted by the Council ht‘ar> no relation whatever to the sum 
that we shall have to s|)end. We "liall have to reorganise and for this 
Us. 40,000 p' ssihly would he too min h, hut we shall have to dispense with 
the present Band ami start a new s\stcm entirely. That is the jH^int 
on which 1 want the judgment of the Council; that is why the Hujiple- 
mentarv budget has been brought in. If the jiresent system is main- 
tained and the present orchestra on the present lines ha.s to he maintained 
it cannot he done at less than that sum. If the Council are not 
prejiared to allow us t<» maintain the orchestra we "hull have to make 
other arrungeiiuMil" and that i" the point we j>ut before the (’(Uincil. 

Dr, H. W. B. MORENO: May I ask the Hon’hle Member a (juestion 
or two by way of information? May 1 ask wliether it is m^t j»OHsihle 
for Government to engage l(M'al hands on ceremonial occasions for 
His Excellency the Governor? It is a very' good primdple to patronise 
some of the UkuI bauds and there are some excellent hands in 
Calcutta. 

rh% HofPbla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: As I have said we shall 
have to re<irgani"e and make entirely different arrangenienift. I hardly 
think how’ever, that the Town Band for instance wtmld l>e a suitable 
band for a ceremonial occasion like the Durbar. 
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The motion of Babu Khagendra Nat# Ganguly was then put and a 
division taken with the following result.— 

AYES. 


Ahamttf, Maulvi Atimudtfiti. 

Ahmad, MmIv} Najmuddtn. 

Ahmad. Maiilvi Tayabiiddifi. 

Ahmad, Maulvi laniiaar. 

■asahi, tabu Aamaa Chandra. 

•ahah, Maalvi Kadar. 

•anarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

■oaa, Babu Ba|ay Krishna. 

Chakrawarti, Babu Jacindra ChandHL 
Chakravarty, Babu iudaraan. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Baiyad Abdur Rob. 
Ohaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Ohundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Dai, Or. Mohini Mohan. 

Oatta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Day, Babu Boroda hraiad. 

Oatur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Oanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. 1. N. 

Hag, lhah Byad Emdadul. 

Hoqua, Mauivi Bayadui. 

Hoaaain, Mauivi Wahad. 

Joardar, Mauivi Aftab Haiaain. 


Khan, Mauivi Amanat 
Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Lai Mohammad, Naji. 

Mohammad, Mauivi Baiar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Mufcarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Naofi, Babu Manmohon. 
eahiowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Ray, Babu Abaniih Chandra. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

Barkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Baimal, Mr. B. N. 

Ban, Mr. N. C. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 


NOES. 


Addami*Williami, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amuiya Dhona. 

Aliy, Khan Bahadur B. Mahboob. 

Ali, Mauivi Bayyad Bultan. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banariaa, Rai Bahadur Abinaih Chandra. 
Barma, Rai Bahib hanahanan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Baitt, Babu datindra Nath. 

Bag, Khan Bahadur Mirxa Bhujaat AM. 
Bait, tha Hon’Ma B. J. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Camgball, Mr. K. 

Chartrai, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhuri, Navrab Bahadur Baiyid Mawat 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Coraoran, Mr. B. 4. 

Oaa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. «. B. 

Ooia, Rai Bahadur hyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. Q. B. 

Bmara o n, tha Non'Ma Mr. T. 

ParoRui, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 

Bhumavi Nadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Booda, Mr. B. W. 

Buha, Mr. R. N. 

HM» Khan Bahadur Katl Bahlrirt. 


Hogkyni, Mr. W. B. 

Hotaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muaharruf. 
Nuq, MauIVi A. K. FaiMul. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

<iamaa, Mr. F. E. 
ilannaway, Mr. J. H. 

Khaitan, Babu Oabi Froaad. 

Liddotl, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay. Mr. J. H. 

Maaih, Mr. Byad M. 

Morano, Dr. N. W. B. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Bna Chandra. 
Naximuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Farrott, Mr. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Bir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Nagondra Narayan. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaia Bahadur 
Kahauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Mr. B. N. 

Roy, Mr. Taril Bhuaan. 

Balam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdua. 
Barkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhah. 

Bnaith, Mr. d. F. 

Btaphanaon , tha NonlNo Bir HoMh. 

Wilaon, Lt.<CoL R. F. 

Wood hoi d, Hr. d. A. 


The Ayes being 44, and the Noes 55, the motion was lost. 



1926.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


ITS 


The motion that a sum of its. 14,000 be panted for expenditure 
under tbe head ** 22 — General Administration — Baud Establishment 
of His Excellency the Govenior ** was then put and a^eed to. 

24—Admiiilstrttiofi of duttioo. 

The HOfl’bio Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM S With the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I hep to move that a sum of Ks, 1,576 
be granted for exjeuditure under the head “ 24 — Administration of 
J ustice ” . * 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I leg to move that the 
demand of Its. (slO foi' the appointment (»f a stenographer for the 
District Judge of Burdwan under the read “24 — Atlminist ration of 
Justice ” (page 8, Estimates) he refused. 

I cannot uhderstand. Sir, \vli\ 2 only of the District .ludges are 
going to l>e jirovided with stenographers. There uie 2t'» disiricta 
in Bengal and I do not see why other .Iu<lge> tlian tiu^se twr» should 
not l>e ]>rovidtvl with stenographers. Morecoer, there are no more 
hard-worked officers in the Judicial service than the SulKirdinate .ludges,, 
why they are not to lie pro\ ided with stem»graphersl" I think the best 
thing for (Tovernment will he to come uj> with a more comprehensive 
scheme and a higger demand providing for stenogra]»hers for all District 
Judges and all Subordinate Judges and. if jmssihle, for nil Munsifs. 
ITiless Government [iropo^es to do that I think it is no use coming U[> 
with su< h a budget which <iiily j^rovides 2 Judge*, with stenographers. 
After all, we cjuinot umlersfand what is really the pidiiy umler- 
lying the Supplementary Budgets. Supplementary Builgets in ulT 
legislatures are brought forward to make up for ileficiencies and pro- 
^ ide for emergencies. Here, in this country, wi* st*^^ that in the Sup]de- 
mentary Budgets all sorts of things are provided for, jyrolmhly liecause 
it is thought eiisier to exfdoit the weakness of the ojijxKsition at such 
a time as this. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Bahadurs Thcr 
appointment of two stenographers for the District Judges of 
Burdwan and Dinajpur seem to me unnecessaiy and pure luxury*. 
The offices of these two Judges are going on sm(K>thly ever since 
they were created w'ithout any stenographer. Tliere are several 
typists in both these (tffices and I think a separate stem^grapher for 
the District Judge is not at all required. If it is to write out judg-^ 
ments and charges to the jurors on dictation, the [irai tice is more to be 
discontinued in such cases than encouraged. These iwo jwsts are not 
always filled up with senior Judges and the Junior members of tha 
tervice, in my opinion, should not attempt in this direction. 
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If we now sanction 2 stenogrraphe^’s for 2 Judges, ultimately we 
;iihall have to sanction stenographers for all Judges in Bengal and we can 
well imagine the total amount of this new expenditure under this 
head. When we are crying for economy and retrenchments should 
we indulge in tliis manner. With the.se remarks, I beg to support the 
motion of Kai Harendranath rhaudhuri, as it is identical with mine. 

The Hon’bto Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Hai 4Iarendranath Chaudhuri’s 
objection is that we are providing stenographers only for 2 or 3 District 
Judges, and he thinks that we ought to have come up with a more 
^comprehensive scheme for sujiplyiug all District Judges, all Sub- 
ordinate Judges and Munsifs as well, with stenographers. I must inform 
the hon’ble member that we are not supplying stenographers to only 
"2 or 3 District Judges but we have su])plie<l stenographers to 20 
District Judges and if these 2 posts are sanctioned, there will be only 
or 3 more District Judges left without stenographers. 

As regards SulK)rdinate Judges being provided with stenographers, 
I think the time may come wlien there will 1 m‘ a demand on their part 
for stenographers and we shall probably have to supply them with 
rstenogi'upher.s. After all, it i> a move in the direction of economy, 
bw'ause, if District Judges dictate their judgments and their charges 
to the jui 7 ’ to stenographers, it sa\es a ( onsiderable portion of their 
time. 

As regards the Supplementary Budget, generally 1 may explain 
that as we had a surplus amount, instead of keeping it idle in our hands, 
we thought it proper to utilize for the benefit of tlie provinc e. 

I'lie motion of Kai llareiidruiiatli ('haudhuri was then jmt and 
lost. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur formally 
moved that the demand of IN, t)3(t for the* appointment of a stenographer 
for the District dudge of Dinajpur under the head “ 2-1 — Administra- 
tion of Justice ” (page 10, Estimates) be refused. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI and SHAH 8YED 
JEMDADUL HAQ formally supported this motion. 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE: Sir, we ha\p heard the explanation offered 
by the Hon ’hie Member in charge as to why stenograj>hers are pro- 
vided for District Judges. We are told that it is really a move in the 
Jifection of economy, because, it saves tlie time of District Judges of 
writing out their judgments. 1 may submit, Sir, that sort of work is 
generally done at home by a District Judge. In the case of a 
jrharge to the jury the Judge usually notes dotni the heads and reads 
out his charge to the jury, and no District Judge has ever up till 
rec'ently complained that* a stenographer is necessary for ex))editious 
work, I do not ktiow whether this )K>int was raised before the Lee's 
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t I •io i^ot kiit>w whether the Lee’s Coimuisvsiou has 
made a recommendation on this point — hut it is a pity that such an 
important jM>int of economy was not raised before the Commission. 
Surely the Hon 'hie Member mijrht have sent, through the jjroper 
channel, this suggestion on l)ehalf of the poor, hard-worked Civilian 
District Judges. 

As for Subordinate Judges and Mun.sifs l)eiiig supplied with steno- 
graphers, the Hon'ble Meinl)er say*' that when the proper time ('omes and 
if they ask for them, they will probably have them. I may nieution that 
these poor Subordinate Judges have to work from 11 till b-JO r.M., with 
sometimes a 10 minutes interval for tiffin, and District Judges do not 
usually come to court juinctually at 11 except when there is a sessions 
trial, but they punctually rise at 4-J() r.M. We are very glad to have the 
assurance that these poor Subordinate Judges may gel the servi(*es of 
stenographers some day. The poor District Judges are so hadly and so 
sadly paid that their (daiiiw must be given first and foremost |duce 
foi- our con.siderat ion. A moie lidiculouN apology and u more preposter- 
ous proposition I have not heard before in this Council. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: 1 oppose this demand on a 
iiuestion of principle. Sii' Abd-ur-Hahiin says that (Government have a 
'»urplus and they are spending it in tliis way. But h(>w ha-s that surplus 
been obtained ^ ll lias be«ui obtuine<l j»artly by the remission by tl»e (to\- 
ernment of India of oui piovimi.il contribution of t)'i lakbs and partly 
l)y extra taxation. It sloaild 1 m‘ remembered by e\ery membi*r of this 
(’ouncil that extra taxation ha^ had to he levie<l, from the prfneeds 
of which it is (‘xpcrtiMl to derive 10 lakhs during the current year. 
Now is the hard-earned money of the people to Ik* frittered away in 
this way!" I do not think that the (ioveniment is right in spending 
this money foi apjiointing stenographers for District .ludgcs and 
similar (*lhei jnirpose''. This money should have been earmarkc‘d feu' 
the Departments of Kdiication. Medi<'al Belief and I’ublic Health. 
But, unfortunately, the (bivtonmeiit has brought forward piopo->als 
like these for •'pending the Mirplu' ^o that the\ inav bc' able to say 
afterward" that no ni(*ne\ i- axaiiable for the nation-btiilding dejiart- 
inents. 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY: 1 oppcKse this amendment. An 
(ibjection bas been rai>c*d to the ap{)ointmeiit of stenogiaphers for the 
Di.strict Judges of Burdwan and Dinajpur. Sir, ns far as I know, iiio.st 
of the Distric t Judges have already l>eeii provided with 8tenographer.i 
and in th^ present instance stemegraphers are going to Ik* appointed 
for two District Judges. It may Ik* said that the SuWdinate Judges 
are not provided with stenograjdiers os in the case of the Distri<*t 
Judges. I beg to submit that not only the District Judges but also the 
Subordinate Judges should be provided with stenographers. There i» 
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no reason why we should oppose this.* What I would request the 
mover of the amendment is to ask for a supplementary grant so that 
all the Subordinate Judges may he provided with stenographers. It 
would not only save time of the Judges hut would also facilitate the 
speedy disposal of their cases. 

Mr. B. N. 8A8MAL: I would suggest to the House that the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of this subject be requesterl to bring a supplementary 
budget for the appointment of stenographers to all the members of 
this House. 

Th« Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Sir, it is very difficult to know 
what Mr. Banerjee means. The I^e Commission had nothing to do 
with the matter. Perhaps he has heard of the Civil Justices Com- 
mitU'e. That Committee strongly recommended that whenever there 
is a demand for stenographers, stenographers should l)e supplied. 
There are Judges wh(» would rather write their judgments than dictate 
them. It is only for those who prefer to dictate their judgments that 
stenographers arc appointed. Whenever any Judge asks for a steno- 
grapher, we try to jirovide him with one if we can. The SulK)rdinate 
Judges, as far as I know, liave not yet asked for stenographers. If 
any such application is received, we shall certainly consider it. 

The motion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri Bahadur was then 
put and lost. 

The time-limit under the head “ 24 — Administration of Justice ” 
having expired, the fcdlowing motion was m>t juit : — 

MftUlvi MD. NURUL HUQ OHAUDHURY: That the demand 
of Rs. l.bTf) under the head '24 — Administration of Justice’ (page 
10, Ksti mates) he refused.” 

Tlie motion that a sum of Rs. 1,575 W granted for expenditure 
under the head ” 24 — Administration of Ju-olice ” was then put and 
agreed to. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 1() minutes.] 

[After the adjournment.] 


25 — Jails and Convict Skttlkments. 

Thf Hon’bla 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: On the recommendation 
of His excellency the (Governor, I move that a sum of Rs. 50, (KK) lie 
granted for expenditure under the head ” 25 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements 

Sir, perhaps it would be better if I make a speech now as I may 
not be able to make it la>r. In the first place I should like to touch 
upon Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri's point about the Supplementary 
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Budget. In introducing the Jail Budget in March last, I told the 
House that there was this demand which I considered to be just but 
I could not bring it forward then because the Government of India 
had not at that time decided about remitting our provincial (‘ontribu- 
tion and therefore it was impossible for this Government to bring 
forward any scheme entailing ret'urring expenditure. We are now 
in a position to bring forward (ertaiu s<-hemes which were Wing held 
up. hor the last 2 or years we have been prevented from bringing 
forward new schemes in the budgets bec^ause wo were uncertain ulxmt 
oui finaiu'ial position. At a later stage in the year the position was 
clearer and we could bring forward proposals for new expenditure. 
That is tlie reason for these supplementary demands. 

lliis demand represents a very long overdue measure of relief to a 
very deserving .set of men and it is based on the Jail (’ommission’s 
Rejmrt. The Jail t’ommission pointeil out that if you are going to 
inijirove the administration of jail, if you are going to have your 
prisoners treated better and to have them under more humane condi- 
tion, the first thing is to have a reliable and edm'uted jail service. 
In order to do that you must pay them a decent wage. That is the 
Jail (Committee's recommendation. And the actual wages we are 
projiosing to pay are based entirely U]w)n tlie Jail ('ommission's Report. 
The (’ommission pointed out that a jailor is in a position of extreme 
responsibility and power and it is monstrous to put a man in that 
jiosition unless he is a man on whom you can rely and if he is a man 
of education and i liaiacter you mu.st pay him a de(‘ent wage. The 
recommendations weie accepted by this (iovernmenf two years ago but 
we have been unable to ]»ut them before the (’ouncil hitherto liecause, 
as I have exidained, we were not in a position to bring forward any 
scheme entailing re< urring ex|>eiuliture. 1 trust therefore that the 
(ouncil will not deprive the jailors of the very small increase in pav 
which they have been looking forward to for the last two y<*ttrs. 

Mfluivi ZANNOOR AHMED; I lK*g to move that the demand of 
Rs. o0,()00 under the head ' — fail-* and ('onvict Settlements — Improve- 

ment of pay and pn^specis of Jailors and Assistant Jailors " In* refused. 

A Jail (.’onimitlee was apindiited to investigate the whole subject of 
jail administration and to suggest improvement in the light of the experi- 
ence of the West. The (’omiiiittee suhiintted .')84 recommendations. The 
Committee recomineiided the desirability of concentrating prisoners in 
(entral jails and the conversion of district jails into sul)-jails. There 
are di.strict jails in Bengal, 12 in Bihar and 5 in Madra.s. May I en- 
quire what steps have been taken by the Bengal Government for carry- 
ing out tile recommendations of the Jail Committee for closing district 
jails? I understand only 2 district jails have leen abolished but in Bihar 
6 district jails have Wn abolished. If you want to introduce the system 
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recommended by the Jail Committee, then our first duty will be to decide 
what reduction can be made in the number of district jails. If it is im* 
possible to carry these proposals, then I am strongly of opinion that th« 
present scheme is premature. You cannot keep two costly establishments, 
viz., preservation of district jail rsystem in every district as well as intro- 
duction of u new scheme w'hich is meant only for first class district jails. 
In Bengal the majority of jails are either third or fourth cla<s8 district 
jails. There is not sufficient work for the appointment of both deputy 
jailor and clerk in each district jail. The work can easily be carried on 
by one officer. In the central jail there are two departments — executive 
and inamifacliiring departments. At present there are no clerks in the 
executive department of the eeiitral jail and in the district jail. Formerly 
jailors were recruited from clerks and Dr. Lethbridge alndished that 
system and introduced the system of recruitment of asmstant jailor direct 
and the pay of the assistant jailor was Ks. 40 to Rs. 50, with an annual 
increment of Re. 1 and the pay of the jailor was R*;. 75 and upwards. This 
rate of pay continued for several years. Tn the year lfHI9 or «o owing to 
the rt*presentation of the offi«‘er^, C’olonel Burhaiian (one of the meiTibers 
of the Jail Committee), then I nspector-t General of Prisons, created 4 
grades of assistant jailors on Rs. 50. 55, fill and 05 and the jailors Rs. ICK^ 
and upHards. He als(» introdttced two clerks in eac h central jail, one on 
Rs. 50 and the other cm Rs. 50. He also placed 5 third ('lass district jails 
under jailors which had been under the charge of the senior assistant 
jailor. In 1912, after the removal of the partition of Bengal, the pay 
was again revised as there were different scalcts of pay in the Kasteni 
Bengal jail. In July 1020 Colonel Thomson abolished the cleri(*al system 
from the executive branch of the jail and introduced the present scale of 
pay f(>r the assistant jailors and jailors. Thus w ithin 15 years the pay of 
the offieer.H of the Jail Department has been thrice considered, revised 
and increased. I find there is no necessity of increasing the present scale 
of pay which was introduced only five years ag(K The proposed scheme 
is even higher than what the Jail C(*mmittee recommended. Recommen- 
dations of the (\)mmittee are that the pay of the deputy jailors should he 
on Rs. 75 rising to Rs. 1(K) and the other on Rs. 100 rising to Rs. 150. The 
proposed scale of pay is even higher than the ('(^responding officers in 
Revenue, Police, Education, Excise and Registration Departments. The 
minimum pay of sub-iftspector of police is Rs. HO. The minimum pay of 
sub-registrar is Rs. 60. The minimum pay of assistant teacher and sub- 
inspector of schools is Rs. 75. In Bihar the minimum pay of the assistant 
jailor is Ils. 60. The proposed pay of jailor is even higher than the pay 
of even the inspector of police, assistant head master, suhdivisional inspec- 
tor of schools, inspector of excise and even higher than sub-deputy Magis- 
trate, In Bihar the minimum pay of jailor is Rs. 125. I do not find any 
necessity of increasing the*^ay to such an extent. Tn 1909 the pav of the 
jailor was Rs. 75. If the proposed scheme be carried into effect there will 
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be much discontent in other depa^ments of the Government. I hear the 
Police De|>artinent has already started an agitation. Similar movement 
18 on toot among the sub-registrars. I am afraid the heads ol tUft 
other departments will soon be Hooded with representations from the offi- 
cers for the increment of pay. The proposed scheme will not onlv civute 
a. stir m other departments but even in the Jail Department itself the mem- 
bers of the service view with great consternation the rt*newal of clerical 
system in jails. The In,>pt;^tor-General of Prisons of different pmviiices. 
in a conference in March im at Delhi debuted this point among theuu 
The majority of them was of ojiinion that a combined system of clerical 
aod executive staff of the jails u> at present was better than a separate- 
system. The proposed scheme will benefit only a few of the .staff whilt- 
the majority being converted into clerks y\ill suffer in their pay ami pr(»s. 
pect. Those of the pre*.ent a>Ni>tanl jailors who will ha\e the \nisf<.rtuim 
ot Indiig relegated to the cadre of (derks for absolutely no fault of theirs 
will get a mu(‘l) ismaller jiay than their fortunate iMnnpeers. ()n what 
principle the selections will be made; if it be according to merit, but 
merit according to official vocabulary i'- something different from what w© 
understand, if it be according to seniority as most of the senior assistant 
jailors are matriculates then the junior officers will f)e converted to clerks. 
Hut junior officers are all graduates. If owing to this ne^- scheme of 
reparation the junior officers who are more educated be relegated to clerks 
then that will be quite contrary to the recommendations of the Jail Com- 
mittee. The officers have already submitted n*preseutation to the Govern- 
ment to that effect. 

The Jail ( 'ommittee recommende<l to reserve certain posts of Siiperin-. 
tendeiit of Distri(‘t Jail for deserving mernherh of the jailor’s graile. May 
I eiKpiire w hat steps have been taken b\ the (fc»vernment to carry out thiss© 
recommemlations. 

It is admitted by modern authorities that the aim of the prison admin- 
istration should further be to effeet such a refoniiation in the character of 
criminal as will fit him tqrain to take his place in society and to become 
useful citizens. May I enquire what steps have lieen taken hy the Govern- 
ment to carry out the reciniimeudations. 

It is proposed to grant duty allowance for two jailors. Presumably 
this allowance is meant for two European jailors of Presidency and Ali- 
pore jails. I cannot understand why only the Kurr)p<*an jailors will get 
duty allow^ance. 

TIm Hon’bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: On a point of order, Sir. 
The hoiCble member should not say without knowledge, that these allow- 
ances are only meant for European jailors. 

Mtltivi ZANNOOR AHMED: As there are only tw'o allowances and 
there are only two European jailors my nahiral iftference was this. 
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There i/t no distinction in Police between European and Indian 
Inspectors and it is admitted by modem authorities that the aim of the 
present administration should be to bring about such a reformation in 
the character of a criminal as to enable him to take his place in the 
society. May 1 enquire what steps have been taken by Government to 
carry out this part of the recommendation of the Jail Commission. In 
view of the fact that the above scheme is premature and also costly, I 
reijuest the Hon’ble Member to withdraw theimotioii for the present and 
to reconsider the w'hole matter. There is no hurr^' about it. If the 
Hon’ble Member does not aprree to this, I hope the House will refuse 
the demand. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 50,()00 under the head “ 25 — 
Jails and Convict Settlements — Improvement of pay and prospects of 
the Jailors and Assistant Jailors ” (pa^’-e 10, Estimates) be reduced by 
Rs. 25.,(K)0. 


Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur and 
SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ also supported the first motion of 
Maulvi Zaiinoor Ahmed which also stands in their names. 

Tha Hon'bla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; Sir, the objection which 
Maulvi ZaniKxjr Ahmed tjikes aj 4 -ainst this ^rant, so far as I have been 
able to make out, is first of all that we have not abolished the district 
jails. Rut, Sir, the abolition of the district jails means the buildinj^ 
of central jails and that is a matter of very very jjreat expense. I nni 
quite certain that if I came here to-day and asked for Rs. 15 lakhs tor 
tw’o new central jails, the House would not apree to prant the demand. 
Then, Sir, his second objection was the division between the execuiice 
und the (derical stuff. This is one of the recommendations of the .fail 
('ommission and the Jail (Commission deliberately came to the conclusion 
that they oupht to be separated and recruited separately from each other 
liecause a different stamp of men was required for the executive work 
from that re(|uired for the clerical work. The third reason he pive.s is 
that this motion is premature because we have not carried out all the 
recommendations of the Jail Commission. We must po slowly and one 
of the fundamental recommendations of the Jail Commission is to pet 
an honest and reliable jail stuff. Surely, Sir, it is not premature to 
brinp forward a motion for the increased pay recommended four years 
apo by the Jail Commission as the minimum pay and more or less {mssed 
by Government two years apo. The jailors have known for two years that 
their pay was poiup to l)e increased as they have been told of this, 
althouph we have not been able to give effect to it for want of funds 
for new’ re<’urring expenditure. 

The motion that the demand of Rs, 50,000 under the head 2-5 — 

Jails and Convict Settlements — Improvement of pay and prospects of the 
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Jailonm^d Assistant Jailors ^^tbe refused was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


AMy. SeSii Amulya DAmw. 

AHamae, Waulvi AtimiiWNfi. 

AAowtf. Matrivi NaJmiiMin. 

AAewd. Maulvi Zaeiiaor. 
aafshi, aabw Romtt Ohantfra* 
aaMrjM. Dr. Sramathanath. 
aaiMriM, tabu latya Kitharo. 
aanarjM, Mr. A. C. 
aoM, Babu B«ioy Krttbna. 

Cbakravarti. Babu Jofinifra Chandra. 
Chabravarty. Babu Budartan. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Saiyad Abdur Rob. 
Cbaudfiuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Oaa, Dr. Mohini Mohan. 

Datta, Babu Ahhii Chandra. 

Oafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Oanfulyt Babu Khagandra Naih. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Naa, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Hoqua, Maulvi Sayadul. 
doardar, Maulvi Aftab Hoaaain. 


Khan, Maulvi Amanat. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahamniad, Maulvi Baaa*'. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu dogandra Nath. 

Mubtriaa, Babu Tarabnaih. 

Ntogi, Babu Manmohon. 
hahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ray, Babu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyandra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
latmal, Mr. B. N. 
tan, Mr. N. C. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. 


NOES. 


Addama-Williami, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Tayabuddin. 

Alay, Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob. 

Ah, Maulvi Sayyad Sultan. 

Band, Mr. R. N. 

Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinaah Chandra. 
Birlay, Mr. L. 

Campball, Mr. K. 

Chartraa, Mr. C. B. 

Chaudhuri, Naaiab Bahadur Saiyid Nauat 
Ah, Khan Bahadur. 

Corooran, Mr. B. d. 

Daa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. Q. Q. 

Outt, Mr. 0. S. 

Cmaraon, tba Hon'bla Mr. T 
Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Dhuinavi Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Qoodo, Mr. S. W. 

Duha, Mr. F. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. 


Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Hoaaain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muaharrut. 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. Fail'Ul. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 
damat, Mr. F. E. 
dannaway, Mr. d. H. 

Khaitan, Babu Dabi Froaad. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Liddoll, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay, Mr, d. H. 

Morano, Or. H. W. B. 

Naiimuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. i. F. 

Farrott, Mr. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kahaunith Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

gnaith, Mr. d. F. 

ttaphanton, tha Hon’bla Sir Hugh. 

Wilton, l.t.-Col. R. F. 

Woodhoad, Mr. d. A. 


The Aye.s being 40 und the Noes 43 the motion was lost. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘ ^5 
Jails and Convict Settlements — Improvement of pay and prospects of the 
Jailors and Assistant Jailors be reduced by R.h. 25, (KK) was then put 
and lost. 


1.1 
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The motion that a sum of Bs. 50,000 be granted hr expenditure under 
tie head “ 26 — Jails and Convict Settlements " was then put and a 
division taken with tie Mowing result:— 

AYES. 


Mr. C. 

Alimtd, MAuivi Taytbiiddiii. 

Alty, Kfian tafiAdur I. Mabboob, 

Ali, MAuIvi tayytd iuiun. 
land, Mr. R. N. 

BanariM, Rai Bahadur Abtnaih Chandra. 
Birlty, Mr. L. 

Campbellf Mr. K. 

CbartrM, Mr. C. B* 

Chaudhuri, Naarab Bahadur Baiyid Nawab 
Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Coreoran, Mr. B. 4. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day. Mr. Q. Q. 

Outt, Mr. Q. t. 

fmaraon, tha Hon’bla Mr. T 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Ohttinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 

Oooda, Mr. t. W. 

Quha, Mr. F. N. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kaii Zahirul. 


Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Hotaain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mutharrul. 
Huq, Maulvi A. K. FazMil. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Jamas, Mr. F. E. 

Jannaway, Mr. J. H. 

Khaitan, Babu Debi Proaad. 

Lai Mahammsd, Haji. 

Liddall, Mr. H, C. 

Lindsay, Mr. J. H. 

Morano, Dr. H. W. B. 

Nazimuddin, Khaja. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Parrott, Mr. P. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A, F. 

Ray, tha Hon'bia Maharaja Bahadur 
Kshaunish Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 
tnaith, Mr. J. F. 

Staphanson, tha Hon'bia Sir Hugh. 

Wilson, Lt.'Col. R. P. 

Woodhaad, Mr. J. A. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Najmuddin. 

Ahmad, Maulvi Zannoor. 

Bagahi, Babu Romas Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Boss, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Saiyad Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

aa, Dr. Mohini Mohan. 

Datta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Bafur, Maulvi Abdul, 

Qanguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. S. N. 

Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Hoqua, Maulvi Sayadul. 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hossain. 

Khan, Maulvi Amanat. 


Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 

Mahammad, Maulvi Baser. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu Jogandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Naogi, Babu Manmohon. 

Pahloaran, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Quadar, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sasmal, Mr. B. N. 

San, Mr. N. C. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. 


llu* Aye.*i heinff 4*'] and the Nws '^8 the motion wus carried. 

Mr. Oaputy PRESIDENT: I have it in comniiind from His Excel- 
lency the (Governor to announce that he has allotted the 20th of Aui^u.st, 
1925, for the completion of the official business. 


Adjournmstit 

The Council was then adjourned till ^ p.m., on Monday, the 17th 
August, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PrMitrtiii0i of tlM Btngirf Logiiiitlvo Ooimoil imwihlwi tlio 
provisions of tlio Covtitiniont of India Aet. 

The Council met in the Council Chamher in the Town Hall, Calcutta^ 
on Monday, the 17th August. 19l?5, at 3 p.m. 


Prasant: 

The Iloirhle the Piesident <Kuiuai Shih Shekliarowiir Kay) in the* 
Chair, the ftiur Hon'hle Meinhei> of the Executive Council, and 
noininate<l and elected iiieinhei>. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers ware given)« 

Physical training and military drill in schools and colleges. 
*XXXIX. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon hie the^ 

MenilHT in cliaige of tlie Depai tniciit of Educuticui be jdeuwnl to 
state 

(/) wliether it is in the contemplation of the Uovcruiuent to intro- 
duce coinpulMiiy physical tiaining and military drill iu 
schocds and c(dlcges; 

in) whether any steps fiu* this purpose have lH‘en taken; and 

tn/) what steps, if any, arc prnpoM'd to 1 h* taken in the matter iu 
the near lutiirc*' 

MEMBER in charp of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon*blO Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (/ > physii ul training, including u good deal 
of semi-military drill, is already compulsory in (iovernment and 
(jovernment-aided schools. It is a general optional subject in colleges 
and unaided schools, in which, however, physical training is given* t<> 
some extent. 

{ti) A copy of the authorial <irill InKik is laid on the library table, 
together with two circulars of the K<Iucation Department on the subject 
of physical training. Government maintain a physical adviser, whose 
duty it is to supervise physical training and drill in schools. 

(lit) Aa at present advised, Government are of opinion that the- 
perfection and extension of the present system,^ which includes optional 
military' training for students, will meet all needs. Government have 
j>ower only over institutions maintained or aided by thAselves. The 

^ 13 a 
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matter baa been under diseusBwn in Calcutta Uaiveraity. Tbei 
propoeah on the subject bare been received recently and will be careful! 
•considered. 

Mr.A, C. BANERJEE: May I know what Hort of physical training 
js given in the Government and Government-aided schools? 

Tha HOfl’bla 8if ABD-UR-RAHIMS The schools provide for drill, 
the boys are encouraged in all sorts of games and the games are super- 
vised by the Physical Instructor. I think the drill book that is laid on 
the Library table will give particulars if further particulars aire wanted 
by the lion’ble member. 

Mr. A, C. BANERJEE: Is the training given to these students such 
as will enable them to take care of themselves in a moment of emergency 
for tlie puii»ose of self defence? 

Th® Hon’bli Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs If the lion’ble member wants 
that they should become soldiers at once, I do not think they will. 


Location of oxoiae shops. 

•XL. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY; Will the Hon’ble the 
Memlier in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 

pleased to state 

(/) whether the Government are <*onside]ing the desii-ability of 
alM>lishing the liquor and drug shops wdthin the reach of 
the lalMuueiH einploy(»d in mim^^ and other industrial centres, 
and in the vicinity of eilucational institutions; and 

i^/i) wdiat steps, if any, have l)een taken in the matter? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT if AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tha Hon’blo Mr. T. Emerson): (m Government do not 

►consider it advisable to abolish the liqvuu- and drug shops wdthin the 
reiK’h of lulKiurers in mines and other industrial areas. Excise shops 
•are not located in the vicinity of educational institutions. 

(h) The sites of all excise shops aiv considered by local Advisoiy 
'Committee ever>' year, and sites considere^l objwtionable are changed. 

Mr. F. E. dAMES: Arising out of the answ’er to this question, may 
I ask the Hon’ble 3M[«mb«/r whether he will state (he reasons why Govern- 
ment do not consider it advisable to abolish the liquor and drug shops 
within the rel||^ of labourers in mines and other industrial areas? 



QUE8TI0irS. 


i926l 


m 


Tin HMlWt Mr. T. EMERSON: I do not think that all (he i«iuioBa 
of Oomnment can be containid within the compam of an answer to a 
question. The policy of Onremment has been enunciated many times, 
and I shall be very glad to discuss the matter with the member any time 
he cares to do so. 


Medical School at Hooghly. 

•XLI. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon hW 

the Member in charge of the Department of Ixital Self-Ooveruinent 
l)e pleased to state how the donation of ]t«. 50,1MK) by Babu Sniiat 
Kumar Mukbarji, zamindar, in aid of metlical education in Benjrul, 
has l>een utilized ? 

(li) Will the Ilon’ble the MciuImt he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing 

(i) the names of the institutiouH to which this mom‘y has Wit 
paid ; and 

(ti) the amount paid to each of the said institutions^ 

(r) Is there any balance of this amount still left at the disjiosal 
of the (jovernment ? 

{<!) Is the Iloirblc the MemlsT aware that the want of u nuvlicnl 
school in HcKi^hly is felt b\ tlic jH'oplc of that district!^ 

(r) Is tlie Ilon’lile the Member also auan* tliat a nmvciiKUit has 
already been set on foot b\ the people of the ]f«»ofj:hly disfrirt to 
establish a medical scluxil at lIcKi^hly? 

if) Will the II ou’ble the MemlxT lie pleas<Ml t^> state whethei it 
is possil)l(‘ to pay the lialanee f»f the amount, if any, to the proposed 
Ilmifflily M(xlical School, if it is established soon!' 

iff) Is it a fact that Iloojrhiy is the home district of the donor 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELP C0VERN- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunith Chandra Ray Bahadur of 
Nadia); ia) and {h} Rupees 10,(MKt has been paid to the Mymensin^li 
Medical School and Hs. 20,000 pnimised towards a medical scluHil at 
Chitta^rmi^. The balance is still available. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) and (e) Government are aware that attempts are being made by 
the local people to obtain a school. 

(f) Government’s ix)licy in the matter of a new medical s<‘hooI 
is stated in the reply to unstarred question No. 7 put at this session 
by Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, to which a reference is invited. If 
it were decided in the near future to esthhlish a medical school at 
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Hooghly, that district might fairly be regarded as having a special 
claim to the balance of Babu Sanat ifumar Mnkharji’s donation. 

(g) Yes. 

Muhamniidan membara of Jaaoore Diotrlot Boom. 

«XLII. Maulvi ABDUL QUADER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of llocal Self-Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of elei^ted and nominated Muhammadan members 
of the JesHore District Board ; and 

{ii) the totiU number of elected and nominated members of the 
said board P 

(h) Is it a fact that the number of nominated Muhammadan 
memWrs of the last board was two instead of one, as in the present 
board ? 

(c) Will the Hfui’ble the Member be pleased U) state the reason 
for which the Government nominated one Muhammadan to the district 
board instead of two as hitherto? 

{(1) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving more 
nominations to Muhammadans in the case of future nominations to 
this district lx>ard? 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

Nadia* (a) (t) and (it) The District Board of .lesson* consists of 
yO members, of whom ten are appointe<l by the Commissioner and 
20 elected by tlie five IcMral boards in the district. The election of 
memlH’rs by the Magura L(K*al Board having l>een set aside by Govern- 
ment under st*ction 120 of the IxM-al Self-Government Act, the Com- 
missioner had to appoint four members to represent that hnal board. 
The numb<*r of elected and apjminted iuemlH*rs of the present district 
lM)ard is, therefore, 10 and 14, respectively. Of these, nine are 
Muhammadans seven !)eing elecU»d and two apjx)inted. 

{h) As will appear fn>m notification No. 27 L.S.-G., dated the 5th 
February, 1925, publi.shed by the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division at page 249 of Part I of the Calcutta Gazette^ dated the 12th 
February, 1925, the nuiiiWr of nominated Muhammmlan members of 
the present board is the some (vi*., two) as that of the last board. 

(c) and (<l) These questions do not arise. 

Mr. R. N. CUHAs It appears from the answer that the members of 
this Board are appointed by the Commissioner. Are these members 
appointed by the C'Omniissi6uer or by Government? 
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TM ItoiiWt Mahatvla KtNAUNItH CHANDRA RAY 

NaMal The members are appointed by the Commissioner, 
appoiateents are approved of by Government 


but 


Of 

the 


AUogod oooftino trofllo in Coloytta. 

^XLIII. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Membef in charpre of the Police Department been 
drawn to the judgment of Mr. Koays, Presidency Magistmte, recently 
delivered, in which he found that cocaine smugglers are in league with 
the police, and passed sevei^ strictures? 

(b) AA’ill the Hon ’hie the Member Ih' pleasetl U> state what steps, 
if any, are being taken to reine<ly the defects mentioneil in that 
judgment? 

(f) Art» the Oovenimont considering the desirability of appointing 
a committee of enquir}', consisting of memWrs of this Council, to go 
thoroughly into the matter at an early date ? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Hugh Stephenson): The memher is referred to the reply to unstarred 
question No. 7d, put at this se.*»siun by Maulvi Najmuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Will the Hoirble Member be pleased to state 
wlieii Mr. Keays e.vpected to return from leave? 

The Hon’bie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: S{>eaking from reeollec 
tion, I think Mr. Keays has two inontlH* leave fn)in the beginning of 
August, 


Mr. S. N. HALDAR: Cun we expect aii} tiling before Mr. Kea>s 
comes baek ? 

The Honnille Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; In reply to a letter from 
us, Mr. Keaj's states that he is unable to give any definite reply until he 
has referred to certain papers, I am afraid I am not in a |K)sitJui) to give 
file member the information he wants. 

Unstirred Queitioni 

(aneiiffn to which were laid on the tible). 

Ceii reviliiition in HoogMy and Howrah. 

SB. Maulvi ZANNOOR AHMEDl (a) Will the Hcm^ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that thb oess revaluation opera* 
tions that are at present going on in the districts of Howrah and Hooghly 
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a:re eftQfHilr ^inmtiAlaetion in the distnctt, on the gronnd tho cess 
to be paid in connection with landed property is being incresCsedf 

(h) In the Hon’ble the Member aware that in some cases the cesses 
hare been raised five times, ten times and sometimes even higher? 

(c) Is it a fact that these assessments are being made without any 
proper enquiry? 

(d) Is it a fact that the assessment on kb/is lands of tenure-holders 
and the zamindars is not being made according to the settlel land 
revenue iwlicy? 

(c) Is it a fact that the annual value is being computed on the 
basis of gross produce and not on the money rent which might reason- 
ably Ik? exi>ected to Ik‘ paid, if they were let out to tenants? 


M€MBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of 

Nadia)* (a) No complaint has been received. It is reported that the 
number of objections preferred up to-dale is only 5 per cent, of the 
numlxjr of valuations made. 

(h) It appears that in a very few cases the valuation has been 
increased by five or ten times on the basis of the returns made by the 
owners themselves. 

(c) No. 

{(I) ami (c) All ahsessinents are l)eing made in a(‘(‘ordance with the 
(Vss Act ajid the rules mad<‘ under that Act. 


Permission to landlords to reoover arrears of rent by summary 
procedure. 

90. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: (a) Will the llon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of landlonls who have applied for permission for 
rei'overy of arrears of rent by summary pi-ocedure under 
(’hapter XIIIA of the Bengal Tenancy Act since 190tS; 
\ii) the number of such landlonls whose applications were rejected; 
and 

(ill) the reasons for refusing such applic 4 itious ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to laj’ on the table 
a copy of the niles framed by the Government on the subject and 
the conditions under which such applications are granted? 

(c) Are the Govemqent considering the desirability of giving 
facility to the landlords to realize rent by the summary procedure 
mentioned above? 
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Maliarata KSHAUNiSH CHANDRA RAY BtiMUtr oT 
Nadift: («) (*) The number of applications has been 29, three of which 
were by one landlord. 

(ti) Sixteen applications were refused, six were granted. The rest 
were either dropped by the applicants or are under consideration. 

(uj) Five applications were refused, Wcaiist* the relations betw'een 
the landlord and his tenants were not satisfactory; in six cases 
the applicant did not agree t<> the ('onditions projK>sed to 

secure the maintenance of the rc^conlK-of-a-ights; in one case 

the applicant sought to have the prcM'edure applied only tx) one or 

two selected tenants, and in orie <ase the reconl-of-rights had not 
l)een prei)ared. The records of the other three cafH‘s have Wii 

destroyed. 

(/^) Rules have not becui fraincMl by Government. The general 
conditions laid down in suh-section {i) of w'cticHj 158 A are obsc^rved, 
and special c^onditions adaj>ted to the circ*iimstances of each casc» are 
inifKised. 

(r) A clause widening the sco{k‘ of section 158 A was included in 
their Rill by the Committee appointed tx) consider the amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act. Thx* Bill is being considered by (luvernment. 

Alleged ccoaine traffic in CaloutU. 

91. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: o/) Will the Hon'Ide the 
Meml>er in charge of the Police Depart mxuit hv pleasxMl to state whether 
the attention (d the (Tovernment has In^en drawn txK the ix’cent judg- 
ment of Mr. Keays in a cast* und«*r the Excise Act whx'ix'in the leurm‘(J 
Presidency Magistrate ol)sx*r\'ed that (-(K'nine smugglers w’hu traflic ii> 
large quantities in (’alcutta generally go undetected? 

(ft) If the answer to ifi in the affirmative, will tlie Ilon’lde thc' 
Member he plea.sed to state \^hat stejis the (ioveniment have taken 
tx) put a stop to this evil? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The member is referred 
to the n*ply to unstarred question No. 7*1, jmt at this session by Maulvi 
Najmuddin Ahmed. 

Arrangement of non-ofllcial business. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. His Excellency the Governor ha>» 
allotted 17th, 18th and 19(h August for the business of non-xifficial 
members. I direct that the first part of to-day be taken up with the 
disposal of non-official members' Bills and thereafter the fViuncil proceecf 
to deal with resolutions on matters of general public interest, 

I would remind hon'ble meniljers that the*stage for leave to introduce 
a Bill, i.e., the first reading of the Bill is more or less a formality. 
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There/oi'e, no debate i« permissible al this stage and the nsnid praetice 
is, if the Bill i« opposed, to allow a short speech from the member asking 
for leave, and a short speech from the member opposing the introduction 
^see section 60). In some cases where the Member of the Government in 
charge of the department, to which a Bill appertains, desires to say 
anything, he has also been permitted to make a short statement. The 
attention of the members is also drawn to section 49 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders which provides that Bills will not be published until 
after introduction. If, therefore, the member obtains the leave of the 
Council for the introduction of his Bill, it will be the duty of the I^egisla- 
iive Department to print and circulate it to members and also to publish 
it in the Calcutta Gazette. 

Non-ofRoial Members' Bills. 

The Bengal Local Self-Coverninent (Amendnient) Bill, 1025. 

Meuivi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: I move for leave to introduce a Bill 
further to aiiieiid tlie Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885. 

In this connection I hope the hon’hle members of this House would 
permit me to request them to give their best and serious consideration to 
the following points before they decide this way or that regarding the 
above Bill. 

I propose such amendments in the Bill as will lead to the progressive 
realisation (»f self-government in this country by gradually investing the 
local autlmrities with more and more powers and responsibilities to 
manage their own affairs. 

I understand that the above Bill will be oppctsed at the time of intro- 
duct i(m on the ground that piece Bills ought nut to be allowed, be<'ause 
the Government is going to bring a Bill amending the whole local Self- 
<loveniment Act, 1885. I beg to submit in this connection, tirstly, that 
we cannot be s\ire (*f what the (b)vcrnment is going to do in futuiv, 
><econdly, this Bill will not stand in any manner in the way of introduc- 
tion of any other Bill on the subject, thirdly, we have already allowed 
11 piece Bill on the subject this very session t(» he introduced and referred 
to a Select ('ommittee, and fourthly, there is no harm if this he allowed 
to he introduced. 

Thi Hon'bM Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Hadlat The Bill which Maulvi Sayedul H(K]ue wi.shes to introduce is 
one of considerable volume, and it attempts in a somewhat cursor}^ 
manner to make very important changes in the existing law. 

I think it is fair criticism to say that this Bill attempts in a very 
Auminar>' way to handle r^uestions of considerable importance which 
ahould not be dealt with in a fragmentary Bill of this kind. The Local 
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Self-O^ment Act is an ol^ one. and from some time past Govern- 
ment law recognised that new legislation is desiraUe. We are of 
opinion tliat a new amending and consolidating Act is very uecessary, 
and an wperienced officer who will be on special duty ‘in the cold 
weather in connection with local self-government, will be asked to 
examine the papers and to advise Government as to the lines on which 
the Bill should be drafted. We shall then be in a position to make over 
to the Legi.slative Departijient a statement of the changes which apjiear 
to be necessary, and they will be asked to draft a Bill. I hope that a 
Bill of this kind will be laid before the House some time in the course 
of the next year. 

I would like to point out that an Act of this kind which lays down the 
basis for local self-government in Bengal is in my opinion not one whic'h 
should ordinarily be amended on the motion of a j>rivate member— or 
certainly not to the extent proposed in Maulvi Sayedul Iloi|ue’s Bill. 
Government cannot complain if a private member willies to remove .some 
anomaly or to rectify some omi.ssion in an Act of this kind even though 
it may be one of the fundamental statutes on which local administra- 
tion is based, but it does not seem advisable that the wlmle framework 
of a statute of this kind should be pulled tf» pieces in a private Bill. 

One criticism whiidi T would make on this Bill is that it goes too far 
without going deeji enough: it would increase the ele<‘tive element, 
alter the franchise, reduce the control of the Local Government, and 
transfer rule-making powers from Government to the district hoard 
without any real attempt to examine principles. 

It is assumed in this Bill that any increase in t)ie oleetive element ou 
district and local hoards is a jiopular measure which is Imuml to do good 
and so to >peuk to hasten Swaraj. But it ha^ to be remembered that 
already a very considerable proportion of the members nf local boflies is 
elective. It was only n'cently that the elective eienient of district 
boards was raised from one-half to two-thirds, and it is not self-f*vident 
that any further increasi* is imine<lialely ne<‘essary to s»*('ure popular 
contrd which already exists. I think this House will agree that there 
are considerable advantages in having a certain numlier of nominated 
members to represent commuuitie-. which yet have very little infliietK’e 
at the jndls and to jirovide .some element of administrative experience 
or expert knowledge. I d(» not say that when (b)vernment come to 
amend the Act as a whole, they ■will not increase tbe elective proportion : 
all I mean is that no pres.sing urgem y for the increase of this proportion 
such as to justify legislation has been shown. 

Again, this Bill proposes in non-union lioard areas to raise the 
elective element of local l>oards from two*third» to four-hftbi of the 
total number of members. I am sure that many ineml>ers of this House 
will doubt the expediency of this proposal at any rate will be of 
opinion that it deserves the most careful examination. After all, tha 
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number of educated persons in rural are^s is still somewbat limited, and 
it may easily be the case that nominations are ueiessar\' to secure seats 
on the Local Boards for suitable persons who may be unwilling to face 
an election. 

Some provisions of the Bill are surely unnecessaiy : for instance, it 
is proposed that all chairmen of district Inmrds should be elected, but 
this is already the case ex(‘ept in the district of Darjeeling. 

Again, the Bill proposes to aWish the centrol of (Government over 
the district board budget estimates: as a matter of fact the Commis- 
sioner’s supervision over budgets have already been much curtailed 
under executive orders of (Government, and there seems no great urgency 
for the change which this Bill proposes. 

Again, the Bill proposes to dispense with the control which Govem- 
ineut n<»w exercises in case of mal-administration on the part of the dis- 
trict board, hut similar powers of confrol vest in the Ministry of Health 
in the United Kingdom, although local government in that country has 
reached a very high pitch both of efficiency and of independence. 

But 1 need not discuss the provisions of the Bill in any more detail. 
I hope I have said enough to satisfy this House that (Government 
c(»nsider it desirable to undertake the umeiidinent and c(msolidation of 
the local self-government law as early as possible. I think this Bill 
deals too summarily with many important matters and it does not 
contain a single provision which is really f)f such urgency as to justify 
ju’ivate legislation in view of the assurance which I have given. In 
these circ'unistanc'es I wcmlcl ask this House to refuse leave to the intro- 
duction of the Bill, which 1 am c'onvinc'ed c‘an only involve a waste of 
valuable time in the circiunstanc'es I have stated. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill further to amend, 
the Bengal Local St*lf-(Govcrnment Act of 188*'), was then put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Altamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahmad. Maalvi Najmuddin. 

Ahmad. Mauivi Zannaor. 

■agalti, labu Romaa Chandra. 

Baltah, Mauivi Kadar. 

Banarjaa. Dr. Rramathanath. 

Barma. Rai tahib Ranahanan. 

Baaa, Babu Baiay Kriahna. 

Ohahravarli, Babu JoBindra Chandra. 
Chahravarty, Babu tudaraan. 
Chattariaa, Babu Umaa Chandra. 
Chaudhuri. Mauivi Uiyad Abdur Rab. 
OhaudhuH. Rai Marandranath. 
Ohaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Huq. 
Ohawdhury, Mauivi Ratlal Karim. 

Oaa. Or. Mahini MaRan. 

Daa SuRta, Or. 4. M« 

Oatta, Babu Ahbil CRaadra. * 

Day, BaRu Bara da Rraaad. 


Oafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Oanguly. Babu Khaaandra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Hoqua, Mauivi tayadul. 

Haaaain, Mauivi Wahad, 
daardar, Mauivi Aftab Haiaaia. 
Khailan, Babu Dabi Praaad. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

MaRama»ad, Mauivi Baaar. 

Maity, Babu Mabandra Nath. 

Mitra, Babu dabandra Natb, 

Marana, Or. M. W. B. 

Muharjaa, Babu Tarahnath. 

Nathar, Babu Haai CRaadra. 

Naacl, BaRu Maa m a R aw. 

RaRlawaa, Mauivi Md. ARdul d uRb ar. 
Quadar, Mauivi ARdul. 
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miiliAt, Mr« PrMaiiM Otb. 
fifty, m« Abftnitli Chftiiftrft. 
fifty, BftlMl ilft«»iidrft Nftrftyftvt. 
fifty. Dr. KwftiK tAiiftftr, 

Iloy, Dr. MtfliftN Chftndrft. 

Dfty, Mr. D. N. 
fifty, Mr. Kirftii SftNliftr. 
fifty ClioiHlIIttri, Rfti Ifthftdur 
Nfttli. 


•arftftr, Dftbft HftWftntft Kuftiftr. 

•ftrliftr, Mftiilvi Allftli ■vMiftli. 
tftrliftr, Iftbtt Nftlinlrftnlftii. 

•ftii, Mr. N. C. 
tuftrftwftrdy, Dr. A. 

Tftrftftfftr, Mftulvi Rftjlb UMin. 
Yftftin, Mftiitvi MuhftMiiiftft. 


NOES. 


Addanif'Williaint, Mr. C. 

Addy, Bftbu Amulyft Obon*. 

Abntftd, Mftulvt Tftytbuddin. 

Al«y, Khan Bahadur t. Mahtraob. 

All, Mauiri ftayytd Sultan. 

BanftrjM, Rai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Bartftn. Mr. H. 

Bttt, tht Hon'ble t. f. 

Birlty, Mr. L. 

Brownt, Mr. p, H. 

Chaudhuri, Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab 
All, Khan Bahadur. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Coraoran, Mr. B. f. 

Oat, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Da, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. fi. Q. 

Outt, Mr. Q. S. 

Emarton, tha Hon’bla Mr. T 
Faroftui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Dhuinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed 
Khan. 


Oooda, Mr. S. W. 

Quha, Mr. F. N. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. S. 

Huq, Mauiwi Ehramul. 

Jannaway, Mr. f. H. 

Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. J. H. 

Maeih, Mr. tyad M. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Naiimuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Farrott, Mr. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon’bla Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Maharaia Bahadur 
Kthaunith Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

talam, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Abdut. 
Staphanaon, tha Hon’bla Sir Hush. 

Wilaon, LI.Xol. R. F. 

Wftodhaad, Mr. J. A. 


The Aye.s beiii^ r>‘i and tlie Noen dJb the motion was ennied. 
(The Secretary then read the Nhort title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1925. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I hejr leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Ben|?al Village Sell-tioveruiuent Act, IbUh 

My Bill in a very nhort Bill. It nimply propo.neM to amend only two 
sections of the Bengal Village Self-(jovernment Act, the ( orrespoiiding 
sections of the Village ('hankidaii Act having been amended by the last 
Council in 19*^2 and It doe.N not aim at any comprehensive amemb 

ment of the Act, I am compelled to say at the outset bemuse although it is 
supi>o.sod that a non-otticial Bill is a secret dcw/uinent until it is intro- 
duced, we have seen that prepared speeches can be delivered obje<‘ting to 
the clauses in anticipation. It will he seen from the Btatenieut of 
Objects and Reasons that I propose to do nothing more than what I 
have said. 

Section 12 of the Village Chaukidari Act of 1870, dealing with the 
authority to, determine the salaries of rhaukldars, has been amended by 
the Bengal [.legislative Council in its August Session of 1922. Section 
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11 (if the same Act, dealing with the auttority to detennine tie number 
of chaukidarH, hag also been amended by the I^egialative Council in the 
July Session of 1923. With a view, therefore, to bring the Bengal 
Village Self-ffovernment Act of 1919 into line with the amended Village 
Chaukidari Act — which Act again the Act of 1919 seeks to replace — ^it 
is proposed by clause 3 of this Bill to amend section 21 of Bengal Act V 
of 1919. The limited powers of appointment aipl dismissal of chaukidars 
proposed to be conferred on the union board by clause 2 of this amend- 
ing Bill are no new powers but are much the same as those that were 
conceded to the pnnchayeig by section 35 of the Act of 1870. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it necessary to go into all these details? I 
think it M’ould be better if you deliver a short speech. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am simply reading from 
what is printed as the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill. 
The power of appointing chaukidars v^as taken away tioin the [miichnycts 
by section 11 of the amending Bengal A< t I of 18{t2 and section 20 iif the 
Bengal Village Self-Oovernment Act of 1919. modelled as it is on that 
section of the aforesaid amending Act, only goes turther to deprive the 
village authorities of such powers. (1ause 2 of the Bill therefore 
proposes to revive to some extent the powers of the village authoiities 
as they existed under the Act of 1870. 

The motion that leave be given to introduce a Bill to amend the 
Bengjd Village Self-dovernment Act, 1919, was then put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the shoit title of the Bill.) 


Tht Bengal Hindu Public Trusts Bill, 1925. 

Babu DEVI PR08AD KHAITAN: T ask tor leave to inti-oduce a 
Bill to provide for the control and management ol Hindu religious public 
trusts and other Hindu charitable public trusts in Bengal. 

It is very unfortunate that on account of a rule of procedure the Bill 
could not he circ'ulated to the ineinhers of this House, as liefore introduc- 
tion circulation is prohibited. In these circumstances I will veiT .shortly 
state the provisions of the Bill. There is some misunder.standing that 
by this Bill certain vested rights are sought to he taken away and con- 
ferred upon other people, that there would he undue interference in 
religious and public institutions. I should like to make it clear that the 
Bill provides for no .such object; on the other hand various mismanage- 
ments that have hitherto disclosed themselves in regard to religious and 
charitable in.stitutiana have got to be righted and the simple pnK'edure 
provideil for in my Bill is' that the same may be investigated. The 
present law and proc’edure are very cumbrous in regard to that. Under 
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the law what ha* to be dftne is that the would-he plaintiff has got 

to make hw investigations privately and after he does that he haa 
g<^ to make specific allegations in regard to the management or other 
difficulties that he perceives to exist in regard to the management of 
that particular trust. To avoid further confuaion the last rlaune of th<^ 
Bill expressly excludes its applicability to private trusts and under this 
Bill it will not be applicable to any trust whic.h is created or established 
by an individual or a sinpfe family or a .sinj^le tirm out of funds belong?- 
injf to him or it or for the benefit of spec ified persons or relations only 
if .such trust has not lost such a character, either by habitual receipt of 
subscriptions or otrerinf,^s from the public or by usajre or imjilied dedica* 
tion, or if its orijfin is not h)st in anti(|uity. Tt will thus be clear 
that the Bill applies only to public trusts. In regard to public trusts the 
members of the House will be aware that (‘oiisidenible difiiculties arise, 
and if recent instances may be ^nven I may cite the case of the All»ert 
Hall in respect of which my hon’ble fricMol Mr. B. ('hakrabarti did so 
much to obtain proper manajrement through the ( alcutta IhYdi (\»ur(. but 
the diffic’ulty is that the plaintiff \\ h«> has no ineans of ^ettiii^ a( the pro- 
per fac'ts, firstly, cannot disclose all theactsof misinanafrenient ; secondly, 
the very persons who would have to ^rjve eviilence in ordei to pi(»vc mis- 
iiianajxenieiit are the very persons wlo) are in the employ of persons who 
are mismana^nrifr the affair. Therefore the members of the public who w ish 
to file a suit with the permission of tlie Advocaite-tTeiierul or the Cfillector 
are placed in the ^^rentest difficulty in re^^anl to invest ij^atin^; such 
matters and furthermore and still more in rej^ard to provin^^ the 
nllejfations. What T want, therefore, in this Bill is that there should lu*- 
a Board of Hindu Charity Commissioners, eijfht of whom sliould be 
elected and two to be nominated, and if any ten persons out of those for 
whose benefit a Hindu religious public trust or a charitable public trust 
exists — if ten or more persfuis out of sucli section of the comniiiriity tliirik 
that the object for whic h a public trust was created i.s not beiii|; properly 
< arried out ur that its funds or income are or is bein^ misused, or that 
the provisions of section IG should be enforced, they may apply to the 
Board for a cmiimittee of irujuiry. Then the Board of (’harity Com* 
missioners, if they think that the application is u hona fiiiv one, may 


appoint a committee of inquiry from amonj^st the persons for whose 
benefit the public' trust exists. That committee of inejuiry is empowered 
to hold all the investij^ation that they think to be necessary and, if 
upon investi^^afion the committee of incjuiry think that certain chanjareH 
are necessary in coder that the public trust may be properly rrranajared. 


to carry out the object for which it was created, the committee of inquiry 
can make their report to the Board of Charity Ckmimissioners. The 
Board thereupon shall hear any objections niafle ajjainst the report 
and considerinjjr objections so made ajrainsl that report 
they may make their report to the local Ooi?erninent and the local 


Government shall in its executive capacity be hound to carry out the 
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report of the Charity CommiMioners. Therefore it will be clear to tk 
House that nothing is being taken away from any vested intereet siA, 
;sec(»ndly, that no undue power is being given to the executive govern- 
ment to divest any persons of properties of w’hich he was in possession 
before application is made. Even if there is any doubt as regards the 
report of the Board of Charity Commissioners, there is a clause in the 
Bill which provides that if any person interested in the trust thinks 
that that report goes against the object of the trust which would be 
frustrated if the report w’as carried out he can file a suit in the High 
Court and have the matter adjudicated upon. 

There is one more matter about which the Madras Legislative Council 
has already passed an Act and that is as regards the surplus income. 
It often appears that in several public trusts there is a surplus income 
w'hich coniiot be disposed of without going into the lengthy process of 
re.sorting to the court and then questions of custoni and other matters 
arise and great diftii ulties crop up. The Madras Legislative Council has 
jiassed an A(’t in order that these difficulties may he done away with and 
I have bodily taken a section from that Act which is not my own drafting 
and this provides that the Board of (.’harity Commissioners, upon an 
application from the trustees or upon the report of the committee of 
inquiry, may direct that they can give s!in(‘tioi» to devote the surplus 
IKirtion of the income of the endowment or sin h surplus as may he 
available to religious, educational or charitable purposes not inconsistent 
with the object of such endowment. Sir, I hope that the Tarkeswar 
affair is still fresh in the memory of the member's of the House and if 
an Act of this nature had been on the Statute Book it would not have 
been necessary for any people of thi.s province to go upon xatya(fraha lU' 
go to jail in order to remedy the serious defects that were existing there. 
All that the people Miuild have td do would he for ten of them to apply 
to the Board of Charity Commissioners for the appointment of a com- 
mittee of inquiry and that r<»mmittee of in(|uiry would have investigated 
all the matters and thereupon the Board of ('harity C«>mmissioners would 
have made their reptirt. 

1 feel tliat an Act of this nature is very much re(|uired in the present 
circumstances of the community and I hope that the members of the 
House will agree with me in thinking that this Bill should he introduced 
and carefully gone into. If upon a perusal of the Bill members think 
that it requires amendment, certainly they can amend it in any form 
that they think best. If they think that it is not capable of proper 
amendment or that it should not he passed as it stands then they will 
get another t>pjH>rtunity — when I come up again in this Council for 
its reference to the 8ele<‘l (^ommittee — to throw aw’ay this Bill. In 
these cin'umstRiices 1 hope the members of the House will allow an 
^opportunity for the circuiation of the Bill to the members of ibe Council 
m that they may properly consider it. 
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® WttM these words I leg leave to iiitn»dure the Betigal Hindu Ptihlic 
llists Bill, 1925. 

The motion that leave 1 e jriven to introduce a Bill to provide for the 
control and inanajrenient of Hindu reli>?ious puhlh- tiu»is and other 
hindu charitahle puhlir trusts in Benjral was then put and a^reeil to. 

(The Se<'returv then read the short title of the Bill.) 

• 

Tha Bengal Phufca Bill, 1925. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO : I We leave to introdiue u Bill to 
prevent the practice of p)nda on milch animals. 

I mi^ht say at the very outset that this Bill, alon^ with the two 
other Bills, that are down on the agenda paper in m\ name, are framed 
for the protection and improvement of cattle in India. Although, Sir, 
I move this Bill I should like it to he clearly underst<H>d that it has been 
very carefully thought out hy the all-India Cow Tonfeiern'e Association 
together with the two remaining Bills that I shall presently bring tip 
for consideration, under the presidency of the Hon'bb* Sir Ewart 
(f reaves, who has been careful to see that the economic interests alone 
are pre.sented and no other; so that while the voice is Jacob’s the hand 
is the hand of Esau. I should like to speak a little while concerning 
the principle underlying the fthuho Bill. The IMvvention of Cruelty to 
Animals Ai't allows for the piosei ution of persons foi phuka when seen 
by an officer; so that if an officer were to enter a building and arrest 
a man for practising plmka it i.s riecessarv that he should see the offence 
being committed. The offence, in other words, sliould take phn‘e in 
his view; otherwise he would be guilty of doing a uiongful act. What 
often happens in and round about (’alcutta is this : People practise 
phuka (I cannot here explain full\ the disgusting process) upon 
animals for milking purposes behind closed doors. This phuka is 
practised UjKm milch animals, as T have mentioned in my Statement of 
Objec ts and Reasons in alnjut a thousand lattle-sheds in India. It i.s 
difficult always for an officer to break into a cattle-shed and discover 
whether the.se things are laung practised, for. directly a man breaks in 
every thing i.s stopped and tire animals look as they were before. In this 
Bill provi.sion ha.s l>een made for a f>eison to enter into sui*h premises 
if he susi>e* ts reu.sonably that phuka is lM*ing practised in such premises 
and no suit will lie against him if he be mistaken provided his mistake 
be one of the right kind. Furthermore in the Bill the punishment 
for phuka is a little severer, the owner of the animal who jrermits the 
prftctitie of process lieing also liable to punishment. We hear a great 
deal about the sbiughter of milch animals made over to butchers hy fieople 
thereby cau.sing a .serious diminution of the cattle of the province. One 
of the reasoD.s is this : It is so difficult to keep the animals here, in 
Calcutta and roundabout . 
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Mr. PRESIDENT : Br. Moreno, it h not necessary to make a loag 
speech. 

Dr. H. W. B« MORENO • I will speak only a few words more. 

What happens then is this : Persons who milk such cow's continue 
to milk them to the very end, by the practice of phuha^ till the 
animals are left absolutely sterile for the rest of their lives. They then 
make them over to the butchers foi slaughter and with the money they 
purchase new animals, w'ho in their turn, meet with a similar fate. A 
Hill of this kind will certainly go a long way to stop this disgusting 
practice and allow these animals to continue their periods of lactation so 
Icmg us they are alive, thus helping to solve the great problem of the 
milk supply of Calcutta and roundabout. With these remarks I beg to 
intrciduce the Bengal phuka Bill, 1925. 

The motion that leave ])e given to introduce a Bill to prevent the 
practice of phvica on milch animals was then put and agieed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill). 


The Bengal Cattle Bill, 1925. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO : 1 beg to move for leave to introduce a 

Bill to provide for the protection of cattle in Bengal. 

The Bill brietty intends to do away witl» the Ijanuful results caused by 
the ruling of the Calcutta High Court leported in the Calcutta Law 
Ue])(ir(>. Vcduiue IT, j>age S52. In that judgment it has been 
held that any Brahmini or Kcslai bull set apart fcu' any religious 
purpose and used f(»r breeding purposes, can be caught h<dd of by 
drivers of scavenger carts besides by other people who recjuire draff, 
animals ; and thus can be employed f<»r all but the high purposes for which 
they were set at liberty by their benevolent owners. This Bill will make 
it punishable to use Brahmini or Khodai bulls for any other than for 
breeding purposes. As every body knows these sacred bulls are generally 
pedigreed animals and can be t»f great service to the country in improv- 
ing the breed of the cattle. Further, the Bill provide.s for the keeping of 
stud bulls iu district centres, allowing them to be maintained by district 
boards who may let them tmt on certain prescribed fees. This will 
tend to a district improvement in the breed of the cattle in India. Sir 
John Woodroffe not very long ago spoke of the great deterioration of 
the cattle in India owing to the fact (»f the cows were being covered 
by immature or infe< te<l bulls. A Bill of this nature will go a great 
way to rem(»ve a very cning grievance in this diret'tion. The district 
hoards will have tii maintain these hulls on the fees they derive from 
letting them out. We hear a great deal about the deterioration of the 
cattle in India and of the deficiency of the milk supply. It has heeu 
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held hy Tet^rinary experts tha^ the best way to get a gtwd and plenti* 
fal supply of milk is to cover the cows by good bulls. This Bill will 
be one of the means that will help the improvement of the breed of 
the cattle of the land and will bring about an increased supply of milk 
for the province ns also of milk products, which are s<» very ne<‘essary in 
this province, where milk products and vegetables are so largely consumed 
by the indigenous inhabitants. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ oppo'ied the Bill and spoke in 
Bengali, an English translation of which is follows : — 

Cattle is a food of the Moslems and an object of religious sacrifice 
or Korhan according to their religious scriptures, while it is worshipped 
as a god by the Hindus. Thus, on account of the existence of different 
religions and communities in India, it is a food to one race but god 
to another. Then again, the consumption of lH*ef, though permitted 
hy the Moslem scriptures, is not ohligatorv <m the Moslems; but when 
resistance is offered to the (‘onsumption of a foinl permitted by the 
scriptures, it l^ecomes obligatory on that account. There are undoubt- 
ed causes of appiehension on religious ground in the framing of such 
a Bill. It W(uild not be strange if tins Bill liecoines in future a cause 
(d the increase of communal bickerings amongst the Hindus and 
^fovltonv. So law can be ena('ted at any time on the subject cow- 
^laughtci , for, it is beyond the coinpetem-e of human power to trans- 
lo!*iii a thing wlii<li (rod Himself has made to be pure food, into a 
prohibited iood. It was on this account that I was compelled to raiH«» 
sti(»ng objection to the insertion of the matter in c(»nnection with cow- 
slaughter in the Bengal Pact though two-thirds of the Moslem meml>erH 
In P«nim il weic in favoui- of it. I object, in short, he< aiise there are 
"tioiig T^'as<*ns for objection to the introduction in the jrrcMMit manner 
ol this Bill. The improvement of cattle is <ertainlv an important 
suirjeet ; so a measiiie to that effect may he provided after totally 
eliminating therefrom all causes of restriction on the consumption by 
the Moslems of this [»ure food of theirs and after miifual discussion 
fret ween the two communities cm othei siiifahle means for the purpo'.e. 

The motion that leave Ire given to infiodiK^e a Bill to provicle for 
the pnrtection of cattle in Bengal was then put and a division taken 
with the following result : — 
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AMMtt, Mr. f. a. 

Aifdy, tate AniHlya DkaiM. 

Ali, Mr. AltAf. 

■aiMrlM, Baton tatya Kittoart. 

BaaarjM, Bai Baftatowr Atoiaatli CtoaiNfra. 
Bartna, Bai Saliito Banttoaaaa. 

BarttoO, Mr. H. 

Braama, Mr. B. M. 

Ctoatoraaarti, Mr. Byamkaa. 


Chakravariy, Baku liMlarMa. 
Carearan, Mr. B. 4. 

Oaa, Baton Ctoam Otoafitora. 

Data, Bai Batiatonr Byari Lai. 

CMia. Mr. B. I. B. 

Farraalar, Mr. 4, Oamptoall. 

BaiiBaiy. .Baton KtonaaiNira Nath. 
Bnlia, Mr. B. N. 
iamaa, Mr. B. B* 
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The Ayes beinj? 27 and the Noe.^ 51 the 


The Bongal Pasturo Bill, 1925. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. TT. W. B. M(»reno wants to move for leave 
to introduce n Rill to provide for pasture lamls in Renjfal. Doe:* 
anyhody object to its introduction? 

No objection beiiifr taken tlie motion for Iwivc to introduce the Bill 
was jnit and agre(*d to. 

(The Secretary then read the .short title of the Bill.^ 

Tht Caloutta Rant (Amandmant No. II) Bill, 1925. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Dr. H. W. B. Moreno wants to move for leave 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the Calcutta Rent Act, 1925. Does 
anybody object to its intioduction? 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: We want to know trhat it is 
about. 

Babu AMULYA OHONE ADDY^: We want to know wbat are tbe 
provision-s of the Bill. 
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MC» PRESIDENT: It is the look-out of the MeiuWr-iu-charge to 
circulftt® the Bill. AVheii the Bill is introduced the I.«efarislative Depart- 
ment will of course circulate it. 

Mr. P. N, CUHA: We should like to have the provisions of the 
Bill explained to us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does anyhody object to its intioduotion 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I am opposed to its intrtiduction. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Sir. I trust this Bill will have as easy a 
passage as my previous Bill. 

The first thing I want to do with regard to this Bill is to calm the 
feais of those who Have any pniprietary interest in houses in Calcutta. 
There is nothing to fear in this Bill for it can cause no nightmare to 
those so interested. When sometime ago the Calcutta Bent (Amend- 
ment) Bill was intjoduced and its provisions were ]irolonged to the year 
1927, I pnnni.sed this House that I would try to set at rest some of the 
anomalies and defects of the present Rent Act. now extended to the end 
of March 1927. Those anomalies and defects are now sought to he 
removed in this Bill. I am extremely sorry 1 have not been able to 
circulate this Bill, otherwise members woubl have known that there is 
nothing in the piovisions to be afiaid of. As I have said it imu-ely 
tries to remove the defect^ whii’h ha\e become ver\ patent in the 
w’oiking of the A« t. Perhaps it would be better if I summarised the 
provisions of the Bill by leferring to the Statement of Objects and 
Keasons. 

The object of tliis Bill is to lectify some anomalies of the Calcutta 
Bent Act, 1920, and to leniove some ambiguities in its woiding which 
have led the l*resident of the Tribunal and the High CVmrf to interpret 
some of the se<*tions in a way that has to a great extent been prejudicial 
to the objects of the Act itself. 

At the time of the introduction of the Calcutta Bent (Amendment) 
Bill of 1924 in the January session of the Bengal J/Ogislative Council by 
which the operation of the Act in respect of premise.s the rent of which 
did not exceed Rs. 2-50 in November. 1918. was extended till the end of 
Man'h, 1927, the mover undertinik to bring in a Bill later on to remove 
the defects of the Act. The principal amendments have lieen necessitated 
by the following circumstances : — 

(«) The President of the Tribunal held that when part of a building 
is separately let for the first time it is a case of “ first letting within the 
meaning of section 2 (/) (li). This has, however, l»een held by tbe 
High Court to be wrong in the case Ueberro r#. Jacob refmrted in 27 
C. W. N., p. 569. 
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(h) In the cane of Wells vs. Dickinson reported in 28 C. W* N., 
p, 774, Mr. Justice Buckland held that when a house is let furnished 
the Controller or the Court cannot interfere with the amount which the 
partie-^ fixed as rent because it includes the hire of furniture which is 
not rent payable for the premises as defined in section 2 (c). 

(r) Ajrain in the case of Bhulehand rs. Grace reported in 2G 
C. W. N., p. b78, Mr. Justice Buckland held that a tenant who had 
once made default in paying? his rent was for ever deprived of the 
benefits of the Act by reason of seidion 11 (J) although the rent had 
been subsequently paid and the landlord had accepted it. 

(f/} In many cases landlords have abused the provisions of the 
proviso to section 11 (/) and obtained decrees for ejectment on the 
pretext of reijuiring premises for tlieir own occupation or for rebuilding. 
In the case of H. M. Chatterjee rs. D. 0. C. Byan the High Court has 
held that the Court cannot (juestion the landlord's ho/uj fifhs if he simply 
produces an Engineer's certificate that thd house leijuires to be rebuilt. 

These interpretations of tin* various sections have enabled middlemen, 
profiteers and ufiscjupulous landlords to evaile the provi.sions of the Act. 

Doubts have also arisen as to the juiisdietion of the Controller and 
the President of the Tribunal in respect of |)ieniise.s which have been 
excluded from the operation of the Act by the Calcutta Kent (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1924 (Benigal I of 1924). 

The prenent Bill aims at removing these defects and anomalies. 

Wliat some of the intermediary lesst*es do is this: They take the 
lea^e of a house at a certain rental and for a certain jn-olonged period; 
and after introducing n few sticks of furniture tliey raise the rent of the 
house to an exorbitant figure. By virtue of the fact that they have 
introduced the hire of furniture, they take the hou.se away fiom the 
jui isdicti(»n of the Kent Contrcdler. These intermediaries are not leal 
landlords themselves. They trade on the good-will of othei>. This 
Bill endeavours to do away with that source of tiouble. 

Further, it has been held in a certain case by the High Court that if 
the landlord simply expresses his wisli (o occupy a building for himself 
then the tenant has to vacate the premises. Under this Bill the landlord 
will have to prove why he desires to occupy the building and he will h^ve 
also to prove why he dt>es not want to continue to reside in the house in 
which he has hitherto, b«*en n*siding. Landlords have been known to 
get tenants out on the mere excuse that they i*equire the premises for 
their own use. Sometimes teiiant> have Wen foired to leave premises 
on a mere [)ious wi.sli of this kind. The Bill endeavours to remedy this 
grievance as well. 

I have addressed my Bill strictly to these defects and anomalies 
which have been detected in the working of the present Act. I, there- 
foie, hope that the Bill will be introduced so that it may be submitted to 
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ft Committee wkich will go inll) the details and then the House will be 
able to consider the Bill more fully in all its Iwarings. It would 
certainly be premature to cast aside the Bill at this stage without 
examininli: its provisions first. I. therefoi-e, pray that leave may W 
granted to introduce the Bill. 

BldM AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Sir, in opposing this Bill. I 
want to say , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ ou need not say anything. Why inO simply 
vote again.st its intnahn ticjn. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Hut I am entitled to >pealv .01 it. 
and 1 demand the right to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ OU aie not entith‘el to make a ''pet‘i‘h, unless 

I give you |>ermissitin. 

The motion that leave he given to intioduee a Hill tuither to amend 
the Calcutta Kent Act. wa- then put ami agteed to. 

rrhe Se. retaix then lead the short title <d the Hill l 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Transfer of the management of mail and passenger services between 
Jaganathganj and SeraJganJ Chat Stations. 

Babu MANMOHON NEOGI: I mox 'e that this Cotmeil reeommends 
to the (h.veinmeiit that early and Ileees^ar\ steps he taken to m.oe the 
Railway Hoard and the Kastern Hengal Hailx^ax aiithoriticK to take ttp 
the carrying <d the mail and passengci sciviees between .Tagunathgunj 
ghat and Serajganj ghat stations from the management of the Steamer 
Companies in whose hands it is at present. 

Sir, hy the extension of the Sara-Serajgan j Railway the route between 
Calcutta and Mymensingh has he(*ome very important us a lai^e number 
of pas.Hengei'N travel by this route. Hut. owing to the irregtilarities of 
the Steamer Companies, the people suffer great diffieultjes and incon- 
veniences. Repeated rejiresentations have been made to the Steamer 
Companies but without any effect. Formerly people going from 
Calcutta to Mymensingh were <lue to reach at about half past twelve but, 
owing to the irregularity of the Steamer Companies, they cannot reach 
Mymem^ingh before 2 oVlwk in the afternoon. Then formerly, people, 
after reiu'hing Mymensingh, could come back to Calcutta same day by 
afternoon train but now they can hardly do wi. Besides, there are 
aerioua inconveniences in the steamer plying between Jaganathganj and 
Serajganj. There are no sufficient arrangenfents for female passengers. 
They are not even protected from rains. Even in second class the cabins 
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provided are Hmall. There are no diniii'g rooms and even in the cabins 
there is not sufficient ventilation. All these grievances were brought to 
the notice of the Steamer Companies, but nothing has been done as yet. 
In these circumstances I think the management should be taken up by 
the Railway Board and taken away from the Steamer Companies. 

Tht HON’BLE Mr. T. EMERSONS Sir, the question of this ferry 
being taken up by the Railway Company was referred to the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities. They said that they are not in a position 
at present to take it over. As nothing can be done to carry out the 
object of this resolution at present if it is passed, I would suggest to 
the hon’ble member to withdraw his resolution now and bring it for- 
ward again on a suitable occasion when it would he possible to carry 
out his object. 

The motion of Bahu Manmohan Neogi was then i)Ut and agreed to. 


Extension of the provitiont of the Mussalman Wakf Act to the 
Province of Bengal. 

Mautvi WANED H088AIN: 1 heg to move that thi.s Coum il 
recommends to the (Government that the pjovi.sions of the Mussalman 
Wakf Act, (XLII of be extemled to thi> province. 

It is known to the House that up to this time provisions ot this Act 
have not been extended to this province. Belbiv I proceed to give 
leasons for moving this resolution I heg to draw the attenticm of (his 
H<mse to section of the Wakf Act which exc ludes the private wakfs 

from the (jperations ot the A<t. My reasons for moving this resolu- 
tion are these: From time to time loud complaints have l>een heard 
regarding the use (»r rather the misuse of the wakf fund. The Moslem 
public have on many occasions raised their voice against the improper 
applicati<»n as well as diversion of the fund from its legitimate purpose. 
But their cry has been in the wilderness. There aie many instances 
known to the public* and especially to latvyers that case> were instituted 
against trustees and managers of wakf estates for the removal of 
for accounts, recovery of wakf properties lost by their 
neglect or wilfully and dishonestly transferred for their pei'sonal Wne- 
fit and for framing a scheme for management of the wakf estates. I’be 
great difficulties which have often lieen experienced in proving the 
allegations made in such cases arise from the fact that the persons who 
interest themselves in such matters have no means of knowing the true 
state of affairs and can hardly expect to get access into the doings of 
the managers of the trust properties or to ascertain the actual aiuounta 
of income and expenditure or to satisfy themselves as to the proper 
application of theivakf fund. Co&seciuently their allegations made in the 
plaints sometimes turn out to be wide of the mark or fall short of the 
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the standard of legal evidence* retiuired to prove a breat h of trust or 
misuse of fund. On the one hand such oases create irritation and be- 
come a source of harassment to the trustee defendants; on the other 
they subjec't the well-intentioned persons who go to court for protection 
and preservation of public wakfs to heavy liabilities of cash and incident- 
al expenses. To avoid these two evils and to prtdect the wakfs estate 
and safeguard the wakf fund some remedy is wanted by the public and 
I think that the Wakf Act of 1923 removes the lotig-felt want and 
provides a remedy. The cautious provisions made therein will, to si*me 
extent, check the evils against which loud complaints have l)eeii made. 

It appears that effect has been given to the provisions of the Act in 
some other provinces of India and there is no valid reason why its 
oj)erafions will be withheld in this piovince. 

There is one thing which I like to make it clear. It is argued that 
if under the Act the trustee oi the manager is (impelled to submit 
u(‘<*ounts and have them audited under the provisions of the Act a wide^ 
door will l>e opened to corrupt icm. It means that either the man in 
charge of the uakf fund will submit a false ac(‘ounts or the auditor will 
be won over at a price and have the false accounts passed. Such argu- 
ments have always been advanced wbenevei any legislation regar ling 
the controlling ot the tru'^t fund is projiosed. The argument pjesumes. 
the lack of honesty in the mutnwallt or manager as well as in the 
auditing agency. If sU(di argument is allowed to juevaii then the 
I>ra('tice of auditing accounts should be abolishe<l altogether. This 
piefK>sterous. 

It is intended that the existing law, n:,, the Wakf Act (d 1920, is' 
sufficient but the same argument may als<» be advaiu'ed against it. It 
is pointed out that on the application of some pers(»ns on behalf of the 
public u hen the mutowalh oi the munagei is compelled to submit ac- 
count in Court he may submit a talse account; and when on the prayer 
ot the party the Court appoints a person to examine it, the latter may l>e 
won over at a price. The situation remains the same. 

But it may he aigue<l what is then the advantage of extending the 
provisions of the Act 1923 to tliis province. 

The advantages are as follows: — 

(/> The Wakf Act of 1923 enables the Court to call upon the 
trustee to submit a true account for its wrutiny and the 
District Judge us Curator and Protector of all public trust# 
has a right to look to the proper application of their trust 
fun da. 

( 2 ) Under the Act of 192(f the Court is powerles# unless some mem- 
bers of the public move the Court to take action ; under Act 
1923 the Court has power to call fdr account! and the nublte 
get the facility of looking into the accounts. 
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(3) Act of 1920 cajtt.H a burden upon the public for taking initiative 

while the Act 1923 casts a burden upon the manager of the 
trust property for submitting account. 

(4) Act (»f 1923 makes the manager of the public trust to be more 

rareful in his dealings with its fund and in keeping a proper 
account relating thereto. 

t’onsefiuently the advantages under the A*ct (d 192'> are ohvious. I 
therefore move the resolution which stands in my name. 

Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI: I beg to move that this Council 
recominends to the (Government that the provisions of the Mussalman 
Wukf Act, 1923 (XLII of 1923), he forthwith brought into force in the 
province of Bengal. 

In moving tliis resolution 1 wish to make it j)lain to the House, hist 
of all, as to what the word “ wakf ” means. The word “ wakf ” under 
the Muhammadan law means the dedication of propeity in tlie name of 
<God for religious or other charitable purposes, and tin* person dedicating 
the property is called the wakif and the [lerson who manages the 
property after dedication is called the mutnu'alb. As soon us the wakf 
is made of c(‘rtuin ]>ropert\, it vests in (God and the latter 
manages the property accc’rding to tlic injunctions of tlie 
wakif. (\uisideiable difficulty was felt legarding wakf estates of 
Bengal as the unitturailis who managed the property weie not bound to 
submit any ac((»unts to the Muhammadan public, and for that reason 
the Muhamtiiu<lan public was kept in utter ignoiauce of the manner in 
which the income of the trust property was utilised. They ccuild not 
understand whether the intentions of the wakif were given effect to by 
the mvta trail in. To avoid that difficulty an Act was introduced an<l it 
was passed by the (Government of India, hut unfortunately foi the 
Muhammadans of Bengal, although repeatedly in previous sessions simi- 
lar res<duti(»ns were moved, the Bengal (Government has not yet intro* 
<luced the Mussalman Wakf Ac*t (»f 1923 in this province. As soon as 
that Act is introduced the mvtawaJh will be bouml to submit ncco»iuts 
to the District Judge within six months from the introduction of the 
Mussalman Wakf Act and after that every year he will be Imund to 
submit accounts and the public — I mean the Muhammadan public — 
under the provisions of the Mussalman Wakf Act, on payment of a fee 
of Re. 1, will be able to inspect the account.s, and in that case he will be 
able to understand whether the income of the wak^ property is properly 
utilised — I mean it is utilised according to the intentions of the wakf. 
In these cinmiiistances it is highly desirable that the Mussalman Wakf 
Act of 1923 should be immediately introduc^ed in this province, Hiid I 
am sure, 8ir, that as soon as that Act i.s introduced, we expect* to get at 
least Es. 5 to 10 lakhs u'^ich may be utilised for Muhammadan educa* 
iion or other similar purposes. 
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WitJi these few words I move the resolution. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutes.] 

[After the ndjourniiieiit.] 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved that this Coum ii ie«'ommen«ls 
to the Government that the provisions of the Muxalman Wakf Act, UKM 
(XLII of 1923), he extended to the province ot Bengal. 

He addres.sed the Coinoil in Bengali. The Knglisli translation of 
which is as hdlows : — 

I ri.se to move lesolution Xo. 4 on Wakf ‘•taiiding in my name. Tae 
movers of lesohitioiis Xos, 2 and 3, uhi<‘!j weie of the same purpt^se 
and put above the j)resen1 ivsohition h\ ballot, have dealt with mativ 
important ta( ts, I .shall, therefore, speak of other matters without 
repeating what has been already said. 

A wakf is what i> tledicated to (iod in the hopr of approaching 
spiritually nearer to Him. After the act ot sinh dedication, tlie 
person win' has done it or his inheiitors have no lights and title to the 
property dedicated in this manioM riulei Islamic rule there are high 
Government officials or dej»artments, such as Kazi-us-Sara and Kazi-nl- 
Kuzzat foi tlie management of wakf pioperty. (’onsei(uently, under 
Islamic rule, the income^ <d wakf properties aie spent acconling lo 
the ]niriK>ses of wakf and such pioperties are not s4|uandere<l awav on 
account of being made subjects of gift, sale oi mortgage. p\>r this 
I'^ason, many wakfs ot tin* time of Mabnminad ami his favourite 
eonijiaiiioiis are still found to I'xist in such Islamic countries as Egypt. 

In India also, under Moslem rule, the Kazis paid particular atten- 
tion to wluther or m»t the incomes of wakf piopeities were spinl 
accinding to the purposes of wakf. But many wakt properties have 
come to b(‘ alndished, .since the beginning of British lule. 

fVopb created wakf properties in order to attain salvation in uftei- 
life, but I heir descendants are found to abuse these without giving any 
attention whatever to tlie purpose of wakf. A Persian poet has said. 
“ All are with us, iKith friends and foe.s; — ?.c., a.s we depart, Irierd* 
lieconie foes ”, Our friends and fellows are attached to us only so 
long as w'e live hut as soon as we die, the same relatives and friends 
become cur enemies. So it is seen that the relatives of the deceased 
rich man forget all kindly feelings due to the deceased and l>er‘oniir!g 
busy with selfish motives, act in a manner hostile to his interests. 

The remedial measures for the g<md management of w^akf property 
contained in the Civil Prmedure Code and in the Wakf Act of 1923 
are not .sufficient for the purpose. It is not easy for any complaint that 
may be brought, to be admitted, to be based *on sufficient grounds even 
after taking the opinion of the Advoc^ate-Geiieral or according to the 
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provisions of the Act of 1923, and there are, particularly few people 
capihle ol heariii|^ the expenses of such suits brought with a view to 
remedy some evil, 

Provisi(»iis of the Act of 1923 of the Government of India, for the 
eijforciinent of which in Bengal notice of a motion has heen given by 
me. are haidly sufficient for the purposes of wakf, but still I gave such 
notice fonsidering that at least something which is better than nothing, 
would 1 m* gained thereby. 

In this connection some persons have recommended snbmisson to 
audit by (iovernnient officials. When there is no association or com- 
mittee in our country for the good management of wakf properties, 
will it be considered improper to introduce the said law w’hich gives 
something which is better than nothing? 

I uui inyself mutomilli of two w'akf estates. In this circumstance, 
though the passing of this resolution may l)e seen to be contrary also 
to my intnests, I have given notice of this resolution, considering that 
great good may be gained at small sacrifice ” and desiring the w'elfare 
of the country, without paying any attention whatever to such personal 
interest. If those members of (Vmiudl who are tinitau'oJlin themselves 
sup])ort this res(dution similarly disregarding their own personal losses, 
the welfare of the country would be secured and their lil>eral spirit made 
kmovn. 

AVakf estates, according to their terms, do not re(|uire any large 
expenses for management. On the (*ontrary, many mvtawoUis consume 
e\ery thing as though they were proprietors thereof. The salary of 
inutoivn/h.'i is not large uccoiding to the terms of wakt estates, noi <*an 
an> big salary be given under the law. In this circumstance, what is 
likely to he the nature of the thoughts suggested by the pomp r.f 
coaches and cars kept hy many of the mutairnllix? I hope that, in 
this condition, all will unanimously support this resolution. 


MAULVI EKRAMUL HUQ: Mr. President, I rise move the 
resolution I have tahle<) tor the con>ideration of this House. It runs 
thus : — 

“ This (\mncil recommends to the G(»vernment that the provisions of the 
Xfussalimui Wakf Act, 1923 (XLIT <»f 1923), be extended throughout 
the province of Bengal.’’ 

Similar re.solution have been moved hy three hon’ble ineinbers and it 
will not be necessary for me to repeat the arguments made by them again. 
What I w'ould say in addithm to w hat they have .said is this, that there 
are many wakf properties which have existed for a very long time, and 
they have now gradually been taken away from their original purpose 
and have gone inta the hands of persons w’ho have absolutely nothing 
to do with them. The introduction of this Act will immediately enable 
the Government to get hold of these persons and, if they do not submit 
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any aeootnt of the properties tffey now hold and if it is desired hv any 
meiul>er of the community, to brin^ them to justice. I know uiso of 
many instances where the income derived from wakf properties is being 
wasted and being employed ]»y the persons wlit» call themselves 
mutatraUis, for their own purpose. The extension of this Act will put 
li che<'k at once on this waste, and will enable the community further to 
know the amounts which have been endowed for charitable and publii' 
purposes. We could also deliberate on the matter and '‘ee whether the 
income derived from these properties could not be better spent. 

It is a matter of sur|)rise to many of us why this A< t was not extended 
to Bengal so long. This uas wanted by all the Associations that are in 
exi.stence in Calcutta and other placc'^. This Act was [)assed so far bach 
us the year 1923. Is it that we are to consider that the Hmrble Member 
of Government was not in toncli with public opinion ^ Or was it that 
Government was very slow t(» move in this matter, because it did ni>t 
like to go against vested interests? I do not know what is the cause, 
but now that this case is placed before the lltmse, I hope that the llofi’lde 
Member of Government would .see his way to accept tlie resolutions that 
have been moved. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUO CHAUDHURY: I rise to support the 
resolutions moved by my friends and in supp<»rting them, 1 will deal witlj 
the legal aspect of the resolutions. Sir, it has heen said, or rather will 
be said by those who are interested in this matter, or b\ those mutninilh 
members in this House that the provisions of sectioi» of the ('ivil 
Pi •ocedure ('ode of 19(IS are ((uite enough for the purpose of removing 
a mxttntralh or asking the same to produce accounts or to bring him to 
book. In this (onner'tion I would like to rend the provisions of that 
section. Section 92 says that in the case of any alleged breac h of any 
express or constructive trust created for public* purposes of a charitable 
nature, or W'here the direc'tion of the Court is deemed nec;essury for the 
administration of any such trust, the Advocate-General or two or more 
persons having an interest in the trust, and having obtained the consent 
in writing of the AdvcK-ate-tieneral, may institute a suit in the principal 
civil Court of original jurisdiction c»r in any (►ther Court empowered in 
that behalf by the local Government within the loc^al limits of wdiose 
jurisdiciiou the whole or any part of the subject matter of the (rust is 
situate to obtain a decree — 

(fl) removing any trustee; 

(b) appointing a new^ trustee; 

(r) vesting any property in a trustee; 

(d) directing accounts and inquiries; and so on. 

Sir, from the reading of this sec tion it will be apparent that this is 
a very cumbrous procedure. First of all, two or more persons interested 
in the matter must go to the Advocate-General and ask his permission 
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aud also shall have to show to the Advck-ate-tieneral that the mutaicalli 
has mismanaged the wakf estate and until that can be done, the 
Advocate-General will not grant permission and hence no suit can be 
brought against the mvtatralli, and he is as free as ever aud can go on 
iiieirily spending and squandering away the trust money. Then Act 
XIV of 1920 was passed, and under that Act it was provided that two 
♦>r more persons interested in the wakf can, by a petition before the 
District Judge, ask for the accounts of three years, and not more, from 
the nrutairalli and the mufairalli can l)e directed by the Court to produce 
the accounts, but the Court must have to be satisfied that any application 
made by interested persons, is really made by persons actually interested 
in the wakf, and until aud unless that is shown to the satisfaction of 
the District Judge or an officer empowered in this behalf by him, he 
will not direct the nivtatralh to furnish the accounts. The next procedure 
is that after the mutauaUi has furnished the accounts, it is open to the 
Judge to direct that the accounts shall be audited by an auditor. If the 
report (»f the auditor is that the ac<‘ounts are correct and that there 
was no mismanagement, the Court invariably will direct that the parties 
who filed the petition sh«»ubl pay the cost of the auditor. So, Sir, yj>u will 
sec h(»w cum])rt»us the pio<‘e<lure laid down iii A(*t XIV of 1920 is. The pro- 
visi(m in Act XLII of 192‘1 is much simpler and makes beher provision tor 
the administratnui of wakts. It is a well-kiiown fact that in Hengal almost 
in every district of Hengal, there are considerable wakf properties, and if 
the objects of the wakifs are given effect to, I am sure the education of 
the present-day Muliammndans would not he in such a state as it is now. 
Hefore the Act VI of 191'i, if the incomes of any wakf were directed to 
any channel other than those specified in the wakf itself and if a 
suhstantiul portion of the income is not dedicated for the poor that 
wakf was declared invalid; ami that the well-known case of Ahul Futtah 
remix Rusomoy Chamlhuri is a case in point. After Act VI of 191-i any 
man can provide for his family by a wakf, and that is called W nkf Alutl 
AiihiiL This could he created after 191‘t, hut the wakfs created before 
19Id slumld he emjuired into and the wishes of the wakifs must he given 
effect to. Act XLII of 192d provides that in every district where the 
wakf is situated every muiawaUi must furnish, within (1 mouths of the 
date of the introduction of this Act, to the District Judge (and not to 
the Ccdlector) the name of the wakf property, the* probable expenditure, 
the probable income and all 4»ther necessary particulars relating to that 
wakf. Section 3 of this Act is very cletir on this point; it runs as 
follows : — 

Within six months from the ('ominencement of this Act every mufatraffi shall 
furnish t<» the Court within the Iwal limits of whose jurisdiction the property 
of the wakf of which he is the muimmWi is situated or to any one of tu'o or more 
such Courts, a statemenit coiitaiiiinK the following particulars, namely: — 

(o) a description ef the wakf property sufficient for the identification thereof; 
(6) the gross annual income from such property; 
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(e) iAm &rosii wnount of such fccome which hM been collected during tho 
tfve years preceding the date on which the statement is furnished, or 
of the period which hns elapsed since the creation of the wakf, which- 
ever period is shorter; 

(fj) the amount of the Government revenue and cesses, and of all rents, annually 
payable in respect of the wakf property; 

(«) an estimate of the expenses annually incurred in the realisation of the 
income of tlie wakf property, based on such details as are available of 
any such expenses meurred within the period to a hu h the particulars 
under clause (<•) relate; 

(/) the amount set apart under the wakf for — 

(t) the salary of the mutauuilU and allowanc'cs to individuals; 

(if) purely religious purposes; 

(lit) charitable purposes; 

(rr) any other purposes; and 

{(;) any other particulars uhicli may be prcMTilnHl. 

S() if thin Act be [lut into force in Rengal, every Niutairalli, whether 
he coiueH under the old law or under the new law’, must furnish to the 
Court a statement of accounts for at least five years and must also 
furnish information of the expenditure and the heads under which that 
expenditure is incurred. In this case any member of the ^ommunity may 
look into the accounts; after jiaying- the prescriheil fees, which will he 
very small indeed. Another salutai\ eftei t of this Ac t will be that 
many of the wakf estates w ill be freed of eiic umbranc e'^. I know many 
of the wakt estates are at present encumbeied, and I know tliere are 
some members ot tliis Council who have — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (b<ler, order. You should imt go into that; you 
sliould try and refrain trnm retVn ing* to anything reg:arding any meml)er 
in tin*' (Vmncil. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: 1 bow to your luliuK. 
If this statement is furnished to the District Judge, he will be able to 
find out what amount is owed to the usuier or the mciney-lender. At the 
same time if u mutamilh wants to take a loan or encumber the estate, 
he will have to state his reasons before the District Judge. 1 think in 
the interests of the Viuta\raUt as well as the public at large for whose 
benefactions these wakfs were created, no better way cun be found for 
giving effect to the w ishes of the wakif than by extending the Act to 
Bengal. 

With these w^ords I support the resolution. 

Khan Bahadur 8. MAHBOOB ALEY: I n.^e to oppose these motions. 

I have carefully considered the Act myself and have consulted u large 
number of Muhammadan lawyers and I think I am in a position to 
place before you facts whic h will enable you to view the subject in the 
right perspective. I shall b^ the first man to welcome anything which 
can really improve the management of wakf estates in the province or 
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better f»n«ure the interentw of the benerfdaries. But, Sir, I am afraid 
the Act iu ((uention which i« sought to be introduced into this province 
will prove to be a remedy which is worse than the disease — a measure 
which will cause unnecessary harassment to mutmvaUis and entail 
unnecessary expenses on the wakf estates without improving the posi- 
tion of the Muhammadan public in relation to it. It is said that some 
sjf the wakf estates have been ruined on account of mismanagement or 
carelessness of wntawalli/t, but Sir, the reined}* lies not in a multiplica- 
ti(»n of statutes but in a better consciousness of their rights liy the 
puldic. I beg to submit and assert with some confidence that the 
existing laws are more than sufficient to ensure the objects of the 
present Act. There are only two objects which are sought to be gained 
by this Act, riz . — 

(/) the submission of particulars about a wakf estate to the Court 
by the mutawalli \ and 

(2) submission of audited accounts annually to the Court. 

The information regarding the existence of a wakt can be easily 
obtained from the collect(»rate, where the name of the person in posses- 
sion is rei'orded as mutauuiUi under the Land Registration Act; while 
both the particulars and three years’ accounts can be obtained by an 
.application bearing \2 annas worth of (’ourt-fees stamp by any person 
under Act XIV of 11120, the Charitable and Religious Trusts Act. This 
Act was jmssed only d years ago and I submit it. has not had a fair trial. 
There are many Muhammadans who are not even aware of its existence 
and I appeal to the non-lawyer members to lay their hand on their hearts 
and say how many of them are aware of its provisions. It can of course 
be said that the prop«»sed Act goes one step further inasmuih as it 
provides for the submission of the particulars of the wakf estate and 
ac'counts by the mnftiiraJli without anybody asking for it and they can be 
had by the public without going through the trouble of an application 
to (h>urt as in the Act of 1920. To this my reply is that the advantage 
is a seeming and not a real one, and one will have t(» undergo the same 
amount of trouble and expense as under the Act (»f 1920. He will have 
to apply to the Courts and obtain copies of the particulars or accounts 
or search the re<*onls of the Courts and pay co.sts of the search and for 
the copies. On the other hand the pro|M»sed Act will entail the recurring 
expenditure of the audit of accounts and cause unnecessary trouble and 
harassment to mutatmUis who will have to get the accounts audited 
<^very year, to prepare copies and to submit them to Court where they 
will be consigned to the dust of the upper shelf whether any member of 
the Muhammadan public cares to look into them or not. And it is 
undesirable as very pertinently remarked by the Collector of Bakarganj 
that a mutafraUi in many cases who acts for very little or no remunera- 
tion and generally for itn act of piety should he subjected to this 
unnecessary trouble and harassment. The present Act which deals with 
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the wiirfs estates, m., the religious endowments Arts of section 
92 of He Civil Procedure Code and Act XIT of 1920 are more than 
enough to deal with the misconduct on the part of mvtairalltjt and such 
abuses as are alleged, can only be cured by action taken under one or 
other of the above statutes. The applic ation of the proposed Wakf Act 
as a remedy for these evils will be worthy of the physic ian in the story 
who treated a patient suffering from stomachache by prescribing for 
his eyes. With these few worcl> I strongly oppose this resolution. 

Matllvi KADER BAK8H : What is real meaning of a wakf 
estate? Whether a wakf i> a pn)|)erty which cun be looked upon us u 
trust property? If a wakf is a trust property then certainly it is a 
public property and like all other public properties it must be zealously 
guarded. In all other public properties we find that some auditors 
are appointed to look into the accounts of tlmse properties and 
if such auditors are appoijited for wakf properties I don’t think any 
harm will be done. The niuttunilhs ot the endowed pn>j>erties (»ught 
to submit ac'coiints in court and the auditom who are appointed may 
examine them and see if the money is properly spent. There is no deny- 
ing of the fact that some of the uakf prc»perlies are snuandered away 
nowadays and the iiiccune derived from them are not spent in accordance 
with the terms of the endowment. I c an say from personal knowledge 
that the income of scone of the wakf estates are used for irreligious and 
wasteful j)iirpc<'»es. It i> necessary that theie should be Mom* sort of 
check on the accounts kept by the tnutawalfijt, especially when thoM* 
persons who are the managers and trusteecs cd thoM* prcjperties are not 
of their own ac’cord looking to the interests of the public ancl ate 
spending the money on their personal needs. So I r.ay some -ort of 
control should be exerci-ed over the wakf j>roperties. 

It has been said b> Kiiaii Hahadur S. Mahbooh Alev that there 
will be unneces.sai y exj)enditure if ihi- leMclution be passcnl tor (h»* 
regulation and contrcd of the wakt propertic'-. Indeed there will be sotne 
expenses but to .save tlie wakf propeitie** from being ruined this will 
be justifiable and I think nobcKly .xlicnild objec*t to such expenditure 
Wing incurred for saving the*-e propel tie-. \\ ith these few' words I 
tcupport the resolution moved h\ Maiilvi Waited Ho>sain and the 
other friends on thi> .>ide of the Iloii-e. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi ABDU8 8ALAM : .\t this late hour I do 
not like to detain the Counc il by any lengthy remarks, especially after 
the many speeches that have been delivered on the subject. It is ncrt 
open to UK in (his Provincial Council to cjuestion the wundom of this 
pie(*e of legislaticm whi<;h has been passed by the l/egislative Assembly 
and received the nssenf of the Governor-General in Council. The only 
point for uk to consider is, whether the operation of this Act, which hat 
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already been passed by the Ijegislatrfe Aasembly and received the 
assent of the Governor-General, should be extended to this province. 
I may mention that this Act has been already extended to the Punjab 
and also to the Bombay Presidency, and we are now to consider whether 
the operation of this Act should be extended to Bengal. What are 
the points to consider in determining whether its operation should be 
extended to Bengal? I think there are only two points to consider. 
First, whether there is a sufficient number of public wakf estates in 
Bengal, whether the endowed properties in Bengal are sufficient in 
number to warrant an extension of the operation of this Act to Bengal. 
Secondly, whether there is a sufficiently large number of malversation 
of funds on the part of mvtaivaUix of public trusts to re<iuire that the 
Act should be extended to Bengal. ( )n both these points the answer 
will be in the affirmative. Any one who is conversant with the 
conditions in Bengal will know that there is a large number of public 
wakf properties here. Any one who is conveisant with the public 
wakf properties here is aware of the malversations of funds that take 
place. Many years ago 1 had an opportunity of examining some of 
these endowed properties, and I know that many of the reports includ- 
ing mine that came of the endowed pi'operties are already in the 
archives of the Government, and these will show that there has been 
much malversation of public fumls. Ouing to the difference of opinion 
among the Muhammadans themselves because of re'^ted interests, some 
of the Muhammadans in those days would not tolerate interfeience of 
the legislature in this matter, and so m» acticm could therefore be taken 
at that time by Government. I can well understand that. At that 
time the Government was a bureau<*ratic one, and it would have to 
take the wlude respon.sibility on itself. The Legislative (\)uncil was 
an official show and more or less under the control of officials and 
would naturally fight shy of taking any steps that might alienate the 
sympathy of interested Muhammaduns. But things have now changed, 
and now the Legislative Council is one in which the Muhammadans are 
better represented. It is no longer an official l)ody and if the popular 
Muhammadan representatives in this Council think that the operation 
of this Act should be extended to Bengal, there is absolutely no reason 
why Government should hesitate to give effect to their wish. 

It is unnecessary to g(> into the merits of the Act : there are only 
tw’o main provisions in it. < tne of them is that a statement of 
particulars should be filed in the Civil Court by the ^inutmcalli or 
superintendent of the public wakf estate, and the second is that a state- 
ment of accounts should be filed on the dlst of March, I lielieve — in the 
Courts. These are very simple conditions and there is nothing 
impossible about it. My friend, Khan Bahadur S. Mahhoob Alev — of 
( ourse, I can weB under.‘*tand his feeling — thinks that this will involve 
a very great hardship, hut I would ask him and appeal to him to 
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eonsidfl wbetlier it is any hard^tp at all for a man to file lus aocouais 
if he them clean and correct. If he does not do, that iitigatioa 
ensues jMkd much of the wakf estate is squandered and a great deal of 
harassment and expenditure follows. Which is the lesser hardship P I 
know of many cases in which suits have lingereil on in the courts from 
year to year with the result that the income of the endowed pixiperties 
has been squandered. The mutairalli has been liHrasst»d; the public 
have been harassed and the endowed property has l^eeii squandered* 
whilst this is u very simple provisiim which stipulates that iocounts 
should be filed every year and then audited by chartered ucc'ountaut* 
etc.* and there ends all the trouble and expense. I think this is a 
much cleaner, .speedier and less baru»ing and less costly method. 

In conclusion I appeal to the Muhammadan members of the (\iuncil 
to unitedly support this resolution, because as we know already many 
of the endowed public funds have been wasted — funds which could be 
utilised for Moslem educational purpo.ses and charitable purposes 
according to the intentions of the donors. .Vs this is a matter of 
purely Muhammadan c(»ncern I also appeal f(» the mm-Moslem members 
of this Council, whether oHicial or non-official, to abstain, if possible, 
fnun voting on this resolution. 

Mtuivi ABDUL CAFUR : Mr. Jhesident. I rise to suj)poit the 
resolution m(>ved by my friend. Tn supporting the resolution, I l»eg f(» 
draw the .attention of t)ie House to one featuie, and that is the speciality 
of the Act. The .Vet provides a salutary effect — and what is that salut- 
ary effect It makes it oliligatory on every mutawolh t(» render . 

Mauivi 8AYYED SULTAN ALI : Sir. 1 rise to a pr)int of order. 
Is the hon’lde member in order in addressing the Cmim il, without his 
his fez on ? 

Miulvi ABDUL CAFUR ' I do not think it is ohligutoiy on us 
to put the fez on while speaking. As 1 was saying, the .\(‘t makes it 
obligatory on the jnutairalhs to render uccounts to the District (’mirts. 
Now, the law, as it was before, <lid not provide such a thing and did 
rmt make it obIigat{»ry an the part of the mutntrallix to render ai’counts 
to the District Courts. So the mutauaUis could es(‘ape and misappro- 
priate the money in any way they liked. Hut the Wakf Act does do 
away with these things and the mvtmruHU cannot, with impunity, 
squander the money, us they have to render accounts ft»r every year; 
and the other ^rint is that the Court can mil upon mutniraUiM to render 
accounts. Now, it might be said that section 92 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code or section 3 of Act 14 of lff29 is suffi<*ient. But it will 
be seen that the provisions of these two sections are not sufficient, 
because they are interested pers<ms, who willwnake it difficult for the 
said sections to be operative, because these will go directly against 
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their own interests, and therefore there will he a clamour of hardship 
and expenditure. But I may submit that the expenditure point is 
nothing as the exi>enditure will he borne by the mutawallis not from hie 
own pocket but from the income of the property. It can therefore be 
no excuse that, because of the expenditure, such an Act should not be 
introduced in Bengal. I say that the Act should be introduced at once 
to put a check to the nivtairalli/ misfeasance and tor the good of the 
Muhammadan public in Bengal. The Muha'mmadans of Bengal are in 
distress — they do not find sufficient money, as Maulvi Sayyed Sultan 
Ali was just now saying, to meet educational expenses and other things. 
It may or may not be that the public will get some money for education- 
al expenses under the wakf; but nevertheless the jkmjf will have some- 
thing without doubt; because a substantial portion should have been 
provided under the wakf of religious and (baritable purposes, I 
think at least the charitable institutions should get some money under 
the wakf, and that this Act should be introduced forthwith, and I do 
not understand why this Act was not introduced earlier. And I am 
sure that my Muhammadan friends here will support the motion with all 
their heart, be<'ause it will ac(*rue to the benefit of the public, and the 
Muhammadan public of Bengal, and that they will not withhold their 
vote or rather vote for the motion. 

Msutvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD addressed tlo* (’oiincil in Bengali, 
an BngMsh <ran'*lation of which is as follows : — 

Sii, I have intimate personal knowledge about many wakf estates and 
the way in which the inutauuiUfs of these estates misuse the incomes of 
those (‘slates, is indeed really a matter of regret. The creators of waki 
estates had mnd<* gifts of fixed amounts of money, t(» be realised from 
the incomes of wakf estates, to be spent for specific ])urpo8es. from pious 
motives, but the nnitinralhs never carry out those purposes in tlie 
manner p]escril>ed, aids provided for in the terms of wakf to pathsa^as, 
maktabs, madrasvsas and scdiools are not duly given. It will Im* no 
exaggeration to say that i‘xcept for guests nothing at all is spent on 
account of travellers, wayfarers, et(‘., although exj>enses on such 
aecouuts are provided. The mutawnJhs pay absolutely no attention to 
the reparation and maintenance of nuwpies. It is understood that almost 
all mtitiiirallts spend nearly four times the sums they rec'eive as their 
annual salaries. The money which belongs to the p(H)r masses is Wing 
spent unfairly for buying luxuries for the rich. The money which 
should have gone to edut'ate and maintain the poor is being actually 
spent in many cases on coaches, horses, efephauts and election 
campaigns. Though the law provide.s that interested persons can 
bring suits in Court and obtain redress, still none amongst them is 
found to W willing to incur the losses involved in taknng such a step 
and thus no redress is obtained. There is no doubt that the mvimrallu 
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iiiiAn8<^ Die incomes of wakf eAates. In this matter it is extremel^f 
, nei*c»stty that the mu^awalln should submit accounts to the local Court. 
I sinoenDy support, therefore, this resolution moved by my friend 
Maulvi Vahed Hossain and others. 


Thi Hon*bli Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM * The ]>ositiun of the Oovern- 
meut in regard to this matter is that we shall he guided in deuliug 
with the question which sve are disrussing now, whether the Wakf 
Act of 1923 should be extended ii\ Bengal or not, }»y the public 
opinion of Muhatntnadnns and specially that opinion as voiced in this 
Council. The Wakf Act of 1923 is of great importance with reference 
to the social and public institutions <>f the Muhammadan (\unmunity 
and the object of the Act is briefly this. It re(jui?’es the trustees who 
are in ( barge of these public funds and propeities to discb»se x^hut the 
pnqierties are which have been dedicated to publi< purposes and to 
submit annually properly audited acc<mnts relating t(t the income and 
expenditure. The House no doubt km»ws that there are a number of 
legislations with refeience to public endowments and this one relates 
only to Muhammadan endowments. The .\ct seeks t(» ensure 
automatically that the public should be in a position to kin^w what 
are the properties which have been dedicated for public, religious and 
(haritable purj>oses and also ho(( the income of the property is being 
empbcyed, so that in case there is any improper diversi<m fmm the 
contemplated purposes or any sort of misapplication (»f the funds any 
member of the publii wlni is inteiested may be in a position to take 
steps according to law in order to put things right. That is the wlnde 
object of this Act and it is t(U‘ the Muhammadan ('ommunity to make 
it clear to the (lovernment whether they want the .Vi t to be jqiplied 
iti Bengal or not. This .\ct has been bnuiglit into operation in some 
of the other provinces and the (|uestion for consideration for the 
(iovernment is whether the Muhaniniadan rejiiesentatives of Bengal 
want this Act to be applied to Bengal or not. I have heard the debate 
this afternoon and if the Muhajtiinadan members wish tc» have a division 
on the point in order to make sure what the actual state of opinion of 
the members of this Touncil is, (iovernment will be very glad to know 
who are in favour of the enforcement of this Act in Bengal and who 
are opposed to it, and then in the light of Muhammadan opiiii(Hi they 
w’ill be able to decide w'hether the .Vet should be applied here or not. I 
may also inform the House that the Government have ctdlected the 
opinion of the general Muhammadan community through various 
Muhammadan Association and of certain prominent individuals and 
officials and that they will be mainly guided by that opinion and the 
opinion of the Muhammadan members of this Council. 


Mwihri WANED NOiiAf N l I see that there is a needleese feeling 
of nervousness on the part of some of the members. I fail to understand 
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why certain memhere only should be nervous over the exteusiou of the 
provisions of this Bill to Bengal. I have made a close study of this 
subject and compared the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code, the 
Wakf Act of 1920 and the Wakf Act of 1923. I can assure the House 
that of the two Acts neither the Civil Procedure Code nor the Wakf 
Act of 1920 is a sufficient safeguard against the misuse of trust funds. 
I do not like to make any reflection against any person or a class of 
persons, but I may inform the House that we are not the only persons 
who are trying to extend this Act. Last year the AlMndia Moslem 
League in its session at Bombay adopted a similar resolution and 
passed it. There all the prog and roog of the provisions of the Wakf 
Act were fully considered and accepted almost unanimously. I was 
present at that session and I can say this from my own personal 
knowledge. It has then been said that there will be needless expendi- 
true if the account is submitted in Court. What is the needless 
expenditure that will be incurred? Perhaps as soon as the account 
is submitted to the Court an auditor or a commissioner will be appoint- 
ed to check it and some money would be required for his remuneration. 
Those who are nervous should think that whether some money goes 
to an auditor or to the pocket of the person who has got the 
fund \u his hand is same with the public. If something is spent in 
order to have the wlode amount saved I think that amount should be 
gladly paid. 

There is another point. It is only right that the public will have 
a look into the accounts whic h are nc»w kept sec ret. I know that there 
are certain birds whicdi fly in the darkness and are afraid to come out 
into the light ; but I want the public to go int«) the account of these 
funds which are held as publit* trust and for public purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : The motions of Maulvi Wahed Hossain, 
Mnulvi Snyyed Sultan Ali, Shah Syed Kimladul Hac| and Maulvi 
Ekramul IIuci being analogous, I think I shall put the first one to the 
Council. 

The motion of Maulvi Wahed Hossain was then put and agreed to. 


DtYalopmMt of tho Post of Chittagong. 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HAQ CHAUDHURY: I move that this 
Council recommends to the Government that a loan of Rs. 50,(K),000 be 
granted to the Port Trust of Chittagong for the development of the 
Port of Chittagong. 

In moving this resolution I will deal with it in its four aspects: 
First I will deal with its ancient history, .secondly with its political 
activities, thirdly dU etH>noiny and fourthly ita relation with the railway 
administration of Assam Bengal Railway. Sir, before the birth of 
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Calcut^ as a port» Ckittagi>ng ^an known to all th© world over ai< the 
port h grande. Sir, great Chinese travellers like Heuen Tsang, and the 
great Attib historian and traveller like Ihne Batuta came to India by 
this p6rt which was then known as the Grand Port. Sir. the Arabs 
came to the East and the East of India by this Port. Further, the 
Portuguese also came to India by this Port. 

I come now to the political aspei t of this Port. When the partition 
of Bengal was effected, Government wanted to make Chittagong the 
capital of the-East Bengal. But for some reasons or other Dacca was 
made the capital and Chittagong was given to understand that it would 
be made into a first class port. Twenty yearn have passed since then, 
but Chittagong is at pT*esent as ^he was before and now the Port is almost 
dying. Sir, nobody likes to pay attention to the Port (luttugong 
Wause they all gave their attention to Calcutta an the second port in the 
Empire. But, Sir, C^hittagong de.serves, ou account of its political 
consideration, a much more liberal treatment at (he hands of (bivern* 
ment than what it has been in the past. Governinent appointed two 
great authorities — Sir (leorge Buchanan and Sir Francis Spring wIhj 
are the makers ol the two modern ports of KangtHm and Madras respe<'* 
tively to examine into the conditions of the l*ort of Chittagong and 
both of them were of oj)inion that the Port should be made available for 
all ocean-going vesseb f(»r a draught of 21 feet. At the present moment 
there is a small dredger Knmofuh which is not capable to cope witl» tl»e 
fast silting up of the river at tl>e Port. There are ‘1 bars at the mouth 
of the river Karnofuli. Tliere is the outer and tlu*re is the iuuvr hnr 
which is deeper than the <iuter bar. There is another bai named (rupta 
Ihir whi(‘h is deej>er than the inner bar. In f>rder t4> have big steamers 
luoitght inti) the Port the outer bar has got to be excavated ; the silt should 
be cut into and thrown ou the embankment or better still into the sea. The 
present dredger is unable to <’ope with the work ami <*i>nse<juently during 
spring no big steamer cun come into the port. The sum of Ks. r)(),(H),{MM) 
which I ask has for one of its {»bjects the purchasing of a diedger of 
sufficient draught so u> to make the <’hannel navigable throughout the 
year. If steamers of deep draught are allowed to <ome into the Port 
there would be more trade for Chittagong with the rest of the world. I 
will give you certain facts and figures which will elo(|ueiitly prove that 
the trade is expanding — lH>th import and export trade. In 192-b24 the 
total amount of exports in tea, jute and rice was 8 cn)res d-l lukhs and 
8 thousand. In the year l924-2o if ros*. up to 10 crores 4'{ lakhs and 
57 thousand. With regard to the iiiipfirt in 192^-24 the figures were 1 
crore 28 lakhs and 92 thousand and 1924-25 2 crores 8t> lakhs and 40 
thousand. There are, besides, import and export of a minor nature; and 
at the present day in 1924-25 the figures for export and import combined 
are about 15 crores — to he exact lakhs less than 15 crores. The 
Government of India stated that if for three ^^ccessive years import and 
export of a port come up to 15 crores then that port would be declared 
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a§ a major port and the Government of ltdia would take it under its own 
control. What we now ask for is this : a loan would be provided by the 
Government of India but this Council would ask this Government to 
guarantee a sum of three lakhs, the interest of the loan. The Govern- 
ment of India fuHher stated that if the Port is declared a major port, 
then the amount that would be spent by way of interest on the loan 
from date would be paid by the Government of India to the Provincial 
G(»vernment. Sir, as the trade of Chittagong is increasing and in no 
distant date it is going to be declared a major port, I do not think that 
there should be any apprehension in our minds that whatever money 
we may spend now by way of interest may not be given to us by the 
Government of India. We wrmld get back all our money from the 
Government of India within a very short time. At the same time I 
may say that the inteiest would be paid from the income of the Port 
Trust Funds. 

I n(»w come to the economical aspect of the (jucstion. Chittagong 
has got a railway centre which is linked up with the Provinces of Assam 
and Eastern Bengal. It has got over HOf) miles of railway and the 
Assam Bengal Railway is a guaranteed Slate railway, that is, the 
Government gunrantee^j that ‘U per cent, interest on the capital would 
he paid hy the Government although the railway was not able to make 
this profit. This means that the Government are bound to pay the 
interest on a sum of Pt crorcs whi(‘l\ i^ the cajiilal spent on the Assam 
Bengal Railway. Sir, if the tra<le of Chittagong inciea.ses there is every 
reason to believe tliat the income, not only of the Port hut aKo (»f tlie 
railway, W( ub] increase. In that way the interest on the sum flmt 
has been spent on the railway w’ould be lessened and consecjuently the 
taxpayers’ money would be saved for expeiiditiiie in many other benefi- 
cial directions. It may be. Sir, that there would be more profit for the 
railway and in tliut way Government woubl al«o be lelieved t>f a large 
amount of interest wbicb the (loveriiment i- bound to pay under the 
guarantee. So, Sir, the improvement of the Port of Chittagong is 
linked up witfi the improvement of the railway and the railway can al.so 
open up new feeder lines pn»vided the railway lan give faeilities to 
trade, and there is a well-kin»wn saying that tia<le bdlows facilities. 
Fntil and unless theie are facilities fiu' trade, trade will not eome. 
lienee the improvement t»f the Port and that of the railway are inter- 
related oi' rather interloeked. 

Sir, I now deal with the eeonoinic asjieet. You know very w'ell that 
sometimes <in account of excessive rain or on account of fl<H)d or drought 
there is a very jHwir irntturn of paddy cix)ps in East Bengal, then it has 
to face famine, and if we cannot export or import the paddy and rice to 
and fixmi Burma, it will be impossible for the people of Eastern Bengal 
to live and they are sure to die of starvation. Sir, in the year 192*l-24 
the amount of rice and paddy that was imported into Chittagong was 
to the extent of Rs. (J,93,(tD0 while in the year 1924-25 when there waa 
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less faWttrable crop we had to kijport Rs. 7946,000 worth of paddy md 
rice. Sir, both from the economic and humanitarian ptdnU of view 
we ought to provide this loan for the Port of Chittagong because- 
ultimately the benefit would be to the people. Sir, when so many 
things are inter-related with each other economic, political and other 
considei-ations, 1 submit most respectfully that the C<»uncil ought tiv 
pass this i-esolution so that the Port of Chittagong may be developed. 

Mr. i. d. CORCORAN: Mr. Pivsident, Sir, I rise to support the 
resolution just moved by my friend Maulvi Md. Nuinil Huq Chuudbuiy. 

I have been asked to express in this Council the views of many whose- 
vejT earnest desire it is to further the development of the Port of 
Chittagong, which development should leact very favourably on trade in 
the eastern districts of this province. 

For many years the Pint of ('hittagong has been greatly huiidi<*upped 
in not possessing river dredging plant of sufhcient jupucity and power 
to cut and maintain a (‘hannel tlirougb the rivei burs whicij will permit 
of deep draught ocean-going steamers using the Poit at all seasons of 
the year. 

The Port posse^^ses a dredger which is (piite incapable of dealing 
practically with the pioblein of the ]^nt approaches, and the provisi<»n 
of funds for the purchase of nnne poweitul dredging plant ainl upkeep 
of same for a period is a inattei (d giave am) immediate concern, not only 
to the ('hittagong Pint Commissioners but also t(» the .Vssain llengal 
Railway Company whose interests with those ol the Port are \ery closely 
interlocked. 

From time to time the Pint «»f Chittag'ong has leceived giants from 
successive (roveruments totalling loughly ndj lakhs of lupees, a large 
proportion of which sum has been spent on levelment work and the 
purchase and maintenance ot tlie existing dredger which, as I liuve 
already stated, is now quite incapable of keeping open the Pint 
a[>proaches for deep draught vessels at all seasons. 

Hitherto the Port of Chittagong has managed to carry on, in u 
fashion, by the aid of these (/overnnient grants or *' dedes ”, but publi<; 
opinion in Eastern Bengal holds it is high time that the Port should be 
developed on sounder lines, by which I mean that initial funds should 
l>e found to place the Port on its own legs and enable it eventually to 
attain to the status of a self-paying proposition. 

Had a far-seeing policy been adopted by those in high places in bye- 
gone years the Port might to-day have had valuable assets in the form of 
properties and the revenue from a much larger volume of trade than 
passes at present on the security of w^hich the Port Commissioners could 
have raised a substantial loan in the money ^arket if such were found 
to be necessary, and as is now actually the ease. 
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A« things stand the Port Commissioners could not possibly float a 
public loan on the security of their present assets and for this reason. 
Sir, and bearing in mind the urgency of the situation, I earnestly request 
the Members of this Council to lend the support of their votes to the 
Chittagong Port resolution. 

It will naturally be asked how the money is to be spent and I shall 
try and explain this as briefly as possible. 

Full details of the type of dredger required are not actually settled, 
but iMjaring in mind the recommendations of Sir George Buchanan, it 
appears from the Chittagong Port Engineers note on the subject that 
the most suitable type of vessel for the work required in the Chittagong 
river would be a sea-going trailing cutter suction hopper dredger, hopper 
capacity 2,0fK) tons, pump capa<*ity 2,000 tons per hour in free lifting 
material with ‘iO-inch suction pipe fitted with a rotary clay cutter. 

A part of the general scheme is the provision of a slipway with 
hauling gear and travelling carriage to provide facilities for carrying 
out repairs, etc,, to the dredging plant and to sundry' vessels visiting the 
Port, and for this purpose land has already been accjuired. 

The total cost of the new dredging plant i> estimated at Rs. 24,59,487, 
and that of the slipway at Rs. 0,00, (KM), a total oi\ Rs. 00,59,487. 

A five-yeuiV dredging programme commencing from the date of phndng 
of order for the dredger has been outlined by the Port Engineer, Chitta- 
gong. At the end of that time it is anticipated a deep channel will have 
been cut through the burs which channel can be maintained at compar.i- 
tively light annual cost. 

During execnition of the dredging scheme, the maintenance establish- 
ment and working costs of the dredger will amount to an annual figure 
of about Rs. 0,41,250 for 4 years, say a total of Rs. 10,(>5,0(K). I’l-ovision 
f<»r this expenditure is meantime beyond the resources of the l*oit 
Commissioners and they projxjse to treat same a-* ('apital expenditure, 
making disbursements for same from the proceeds of the proposed loan. 

The construction of a slipway has not been definitely decided upon, 
but in case this scheme is dropped there will, on balance, be little or no 
saving on the estimated cost of Rs. (] lakhs, as alternative provision will 
have to Im» made f(»r cost of periodical dredger repairs in Calcutta, 
insurance of the vessel while in transit, etc. 

Government have recognixed the claims of the Chittagong Port to 
flnancial a.ssistance, and in their delil>erations have justly given great 
weight to the recommendations embodied in the imports on the develop- 
ment of that Port by Sir Francis Spring and Sir George Buchanan. 
Both of these gentlemen, to whose organizing power and administrative 
ablity the ports of Rangoon and Madras to-day owe so much, are empha- 
tically of opinion that money spent on the Port of Chittagong will be 
amply compensated by the increase in trade which will follow on the 
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provi4»tt of more attractive ^rt facilities. The .opinion of thm two 
great atthorities is unanimous and empathic and may be accepted with- 
out question. 

Negotiations with a view to finding ways and means to provide the 
finance necessarj" for Chittagong Port deveh»pment have for six years 
been proceeding between the Central and the Ijocal Governments, and I 
am given to understand ^hat these negotiations have now taken concrete 
shape. 

I therefore appeal, Sir, to the members of the Council to puss this 
resolution, so enabling the Chittagong Port to commence working out her 
own salvation on sound and businesslike lines. 

Babu DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I ri>e to suppint this resolution. 
My friend, Mr. Corcoran, ha> given the details of the reiiuiivments of the 
Port of Chittagong. M hat I feel is that if trade and i'ominerce are to 
develop in this province, it is nece.ssary that port facilities and ti'ansit 
facilities must be provideil. Just as in the <‘ase of education it is necess- 
ary to multiply Universities if education is thoroughly to spmid in the 
pnivince, so also in the case of trade and commeive it is necessary that 
Port facilities should be given to trade and there should be as many ports 
as possible. There is another reason why I think that the Port of 
Chittagong should develop. The nearer the ports are situated from the 
places of consumption and produce, the cheaper will he the cost of transit 
and the people of the province will be placed at a greater advantage. For 
example, in tlie case of the export of jute, if the transit ex|>enses are less, 
the cultivators will neces^aiily at the end derive more pn»fits for their 
products than they would othei vist* do. Similarly, in the case of inqiorts 
of other materials, if tlie tiansit expenses are less, then necessarily the 
consumers will get their nuiteiials at a cheaper cost than they otherwise 
would. Furtherm<»re, Sir, in older that fndiaiis may find greater 
advantages in carrying on tlieir trade, it is necessary that there should be 
a.s large a number of trading centres as posnible. ('alcutta alone is much 
too few' in regard to the large provim^e f)f llengal and Assam that Cabuitta 
has got to r»erve. In addition to Hengal anti Assam (’alcutta has got to 
serve the hinterland province> su< h as Behar. United Proviiu'es, Punjab 
and the rest. It is desirable tliat for the development of trade and 
commerce in Eastern Bengal and Assam and in the eastern portion of 
We.st Bengal the PoH of Chittagong should l»e developed, and I hope 
Government will see their way to adopt this resfJution and carry it into 
execution as early as possible. 

Btbu NALINI RANJAM BARKER: As I understand that Govern- 
ment is gedng to accept this resolution I want to make it jjerfectly clear 
that the sen'ice of this loan, i.e., the interest and sinking fund charges 
mu«t not be charges on provincial revenues.* They must he charges on 
the Port of Chittagong. 
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Bgm AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I*ain sorry I cannot but oppose 
this resolution which has been moved by Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq 
Chaudhury. If it be a recommendation for a loan from the Govern* 
ment of India, then I have no objection, but as it appears to be a 
recommendation for a loan of Its. 50 lakhs from the Government of 
Beng’al, I cannot but oppose it. I entirely agree with my esteemed 
iiiend Mr. Khuitan that it is absolutely necessurv for the develop- 
ment of trade and ( ommerce that the Port ‘of Chittagong should be 
materially improved, but I beg to submit that we should consider 
whether the j^rovincial Government is in a position to grant a loan of 
Hs. 50 lakhs to tlie Port Trust of Chittagong, f^ir, it ap|>ears from 
the budget of the current year that there would have been a defi'^it 
of alKUit Us. 00 lakhs, had not this Government been favoured with 
the remission (d the provincial contribution of Us. 03 lakhs by the 
Government of India. Now this relief is not for good but for three 
years only, and I am afraid it may be withdrawn by the Government 
of India after three years, and if it is withdrawn, what will l)e tlie 
state (»f the finance of this (lovernmenG' There will l)e a heavy deficit. 
Can you expect any j^rson to finance a loan in case of deficiG^ Unless 
and unld there is a sur[dus revenue you cannot expect any person to 
advance a single turthing to anyluMly even to a (Tovernment. There- 
fore it is not advisable on the j»art*of this Government to grant a loan 
of Us. 50 lakhs t(» the Port (d (!hittagong. Sir, it is well known that 
for the construction of the new Howrah Bridge, though the estimate 
is more than (> crores of rupees, there is not the slightest doubt that 
the actual ex|H‘ndituie will be incieast*d hv oe oi e\en two crores. 

I think it would be our primary <luty to provide the necessary fumU 
for the (‘<«nstru(‘tion <d' this bridge. Therefore I beg to submit tlmt 
instead <»f providing this money to the Port Trust of (diittagong it will 
be more advisable for us to provide it for the sanitary improvement 
and further development of edmattion in Bengal. 

I must say that it is the duty of the Government of India to grunt 
this loan because it is that Government which is vitally interested in 
this matter. First of all the Government of India realise a very heavy 
amount of revenue as lustoms duty from the Port of Chittagong and, 
se<‘<jndly, the G(»vernment of India is vitally interested in the 
imj>rovement of the revenue of the Bengal- Assam Uailway whieh 
l>elougs to the said Government. Under these circumstances I do not 
think we shall he justified in recommending the Government of Bengal 
to gnint this loan. Gn the contrary I would advise my friend the 
mover of the resolution to make a representation to the Government 
of India and not to this Government. 

Tilt lift T« E|IEilSONs The Government of Bengal have 

never lost sight of their resjmnsibility for the improvement of the Port 
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of Chittagong. Between tlie*years 1903-04 and 1919-20 Government 
money to the extent of over lakhs has been 8[>ent on the Port, and 
it is recogrnised that to pet full value for this expenditure the Port 
should pet the loan now asked for its development. The conditions on 
which the Government of India would prant a loan of Rs. 51) lakhs 
for the development of the Port of Chittaponp are — 

(7) that the loan shauld be issuetl at the ordinary rate on which 
loans are made to proviindul Governiuents ; 

(ii) that the payment of the interest by the Port Commissioners 
should be deferred for 10 years ; 

(Hi) that the KmuI Government should not have to eontrihute to 
the sinkinp fund for 10 years; and 

(iv) that the term of the loan should be GO years. 

The trade ot the Port of Chittaponp, aiMordinp to the last annual 

Te])ort, is very nearly Us. 15 (Tores. In the year 1920-24 the trade 
umounted to just o^■e^ Rs. 11 crores and in the year 1924-25 it has 
risen to very nearly 15 crores. At that rate of jTopress it is obvious 

that the develo])ment ot the Port should be assisted in <‘verv way by 

Government. It is d(»inp its lM»st for its own imi>rovement and it 
omrht to pet the outside assistance it re(|uires for accelerated develop- 
ment. Accordinp to the decision of the Government of India, when 
tile trade of the INiit has r(»ached an aveiape of Hs. 15 r roies per annum 
over a |HMiod of tliiee y(‘ars tin* Port will liecome a major |)oit, wheie 
upon the payments of the Go\ernment of Reiipal to the Government 
of India will cease and the principal topether with tlie interest will 
be returned to the Penpal Government and the manapernent of the 
]*ort thereafter will be in the hands of the Government of India. The 
Government of Penpal (‘onsider these terms fair and just and recom- 
mend them for the acceptance of the (’ouncil. G(jV(‘rmnent . therefore, 
accept the resolution moved hv Maulvi Md. Nurul Hu<| (’haudhury. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Sir, I want some information. 

Tha Hon’bli Mr. T. EMERSON: I forpot to reply to pabu Nalini- 
ranjan Sarker’s empiiry. The payment of intere.st by the Port will 
be deferred for 1(1 years but at the end of that period the Port will 
X>ay to the local Government the a<'cumulated arrears of interest. 

Dr. PROMATHANATH BANERilEA: Put what ulmut the sinkinp 
fundl^ 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. T. EMERSON: The sinkinp fund charpes as well 
will be paid by the Port. 
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The motion of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Cliaudhury was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES 


Atftfamt'WMIiaiM, Mr. C. 

Ahsmad, Mauivi Aaimutftfin. 

Adfitatf, Mauivi Najmutfdifi. 

BanarjMt Rai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
BiHvy, Mr. L. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi taiyad Abdur Rob. 
Cbaudburi, Navrab Bahadur iaiyid Nawat 
All, Khan Bahadur. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurut Huci. 
Corooran, Mr. B. J. 

0«, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. Q. 0. 

Outt, Mr. Q. a. 

Emarton, tha Hon'bla Mr. T. 

Forraatar, Mr. J. Campball. 

Qafur. Mauivi Atidui. 

Shuinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Oooda, Mr. •. W. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi Zahirul. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. •. 

Hopua, Mauivi layadul. 

Hoaaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muahar*’uf 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

All, Mauivi tayyad lultan. 

Barma, Rai Sahib Fanahanan. 

Oaa, Babu Charu Chandra. 

Doaa, Rai Bahadur Fyari Lai. 

Quha, Mr. F. N. 

Haidar, Mr. i. N. 

Tlip Ayes lipiiig and the Noes 


Hoaaain, Mauivi Wahod. 

Huq, Mauivi fhramvl. 

Jamaa, Mr. F. E. 

Khaitan, Babu Dabi Froaad. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raaohid. 

Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindaay, Mr. d. H. 

Morano, Or. H. W. B. 

Handy, MaharaJ Kumar Srit Chandra. 
Hazimuddin, Khaja. 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. 

Rahim, tha Hon'bla Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tha Hon'bla Maharaja Bahadur 
Kihauniah Chandra. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Staphanton, tha Hon'bla Sir Hugh. 
Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 

Wilton, Lt.-Col. R. F. 

Woodhaad, Mr. J. A. 


Matih, Mr. lyod M. 

Mittor, Sir Provath Chundar. 

Muharji, Mr. S. C. 

Pahiowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul duboar. 
Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll iinffh. 

Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukhth. 


15 the motion was oarried. 


Reclamation of the Bhairab and other dead rivers of Jessoro. 

MauJvi ABDUL QUADER: The reKilntion whiih stands in niy 
name runs thus : — 

** That this Council recommends to the Government that proper 
steps he taken fur tlie re<'lamution of the Bhairab and other dead rivers 
of JpSHore.’’ 

1 wish the resolution had been in the hands of abler persons than 
myself. Bui even persons like my humble self have a duty to do. 
I am grateful to my colleagues in Council, Babu Heraanta Kumar 
Sarkar and Babu Taraknutb Mukberjea, for having agrej^ to withdraw 
their amendments to this resolution. 

As it is well known, the district of Jessore, specially its western 
and south-western iKirtiop comprising the subdivisions of Sadar, 
Jbenidah and Bangaon, are extremely unhealthy and are the hot-bcHls 
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of malsiria and cholera. Two ^European Malarial Experts who visited 
the di«ibrkt of Jessore some ten or twelve years afjo found that 80 per 
cent, of the population residiiij? on the hanks of the Bhairab had 
eularg^Mi spleens. The population of the district of Jessore which was 
nearly 21 lakhs in the year 1871 has now dwindled down to 17 J lakhs 
as found in the last Census Report. Mo.st of the jieople of my district 
who are alive are more dead than living as I remarked in my Budget 
speech in 'February, 192-f. If anoplieles is the cause of malaria then 
you cannot imagine a more fertile bree<ling ground for them than the 
dying rivers of Jessore which hreed millions and tens of millions of 
these anopheles and bring on untimely death of its unfortunate victims. 

The subject of the improvement of the rivers of Jessore has l>een 
liefore the (Government for more than half a centuiy'. But the “ Steel 
Frame ” of the Bureaucracy is hard to-day as it was yoar.s ago and 
practically nothing has been done in spite of all the ci>-(»|H?ration of the 
fiecple of Jessore headed hy our distinguish(*d and well-known countrv* 
man. Rai Jadu Nath Mazumder Bahadur, c.i.K.. who told His Excellency 
T.«ord Ronaldshay, when lie jiaid a visit to Jessore in November 1920. 
tliat it was not ])Ossihle for tlie people to co-ojiernte with any (Govern- 
ment winch was not respoii'^ive. High cx|>e< tations were raised in the 
mind.'' of the peoj)le when the Jessore Drainage Division was brought 
into existence by IT. E. liord Carini<ha(*l, and later on when Lord 
Ronaldshay n.ssuiod them that the matter would he taken in hand 
before he would leave the Province. But the mutter stands where it 
was. Some time ago the jieojde of Jessore were given to understand 
that our able Irrigation Secretary and Expert, Mr. Addams-Williams, 
liad iM'en asked by His Excellency Lord Lytton (when be paid a visit 
to Jessore in January la^t) to get the .M'heme for the reclamation of 
the Bliairah ready within two iiuuiths. It is not only the Bhuirub that 
re(juires attention hut all the other rivers of the district su<*h as 
I(*hhamati, Jamuna, Betna, Chitra, Navagunga, Kumar Barasia and 
their numerous bramhe.s require looking after. But after 7 months 
in reply to the (piestion put hy Buhu Jogendra Nath Mitra. m. 
Government has informed us on the 14th of August lust that the 
Bhairab scheme is comjileted and that (tovernment propose to meet 
the co.st of carrying it out umler Act VI of 1929, but that it does not 
con.sider the desirability of making any provision in the next Budget. 

At one time our engineers were of opinion that deltaic rivers were 
destined to die. But science has made considerable progress and 
deltaic rivers are no longer considered incurable jMitients. “ G(k 1 has 
given us rivers as Sir A. (^otton, the great river expert has said, 
“ hut he has left something for men to do Riven which are the 
properties of Government cannot be interfered with without their 
{»ermissiou and their supreme indifferencf acc^mnts for the present 
decaying condition of the rivers not only of Jessore but of other parts 
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of Bengal. It is well known that, OoTernment has always been partial 
to railways to the sarrifiee of rivers. The people of Nadia recently 
held a conference for the improvement of their rivers and the people 
of Jessore are going to have a similar conference on the 23rd of August 
next. But all these confereiiceM will prove abortive if the Government 
‘Continues to flout public opinion as in the past. The patience of the 
people is almost exhausted and it is high time that the authorities 
resi)on8ible for the existence of the present state of things sli.mld 
seriously turn their attention to the improvement of the dying rivers 
of Jessore and other districts of the Presidency Division such as 
Murshidabad and Nadia as the rivers of the Presidency Division are 
all inter-connected and they all get their supply of water from the 
Ganges. Half-hearted measures are destined to failure and any scheme 
that may he decided upon to imjirove the Bhairab and other rivers of 
Jessore must provide for the direct supply of water from the Padma. 
Not being an expert it is impossible for me to enter into minute details 
and all that I can say is that the rivers if improved will fertilise the 
soil by depositing silt during the floods over the low lands and jold to 
the agricultural wealth of the c-ountry. They will kill mosciuitoes by 
flushing the whole country. They will supply good drinkinjj walm 
for men and c'attle and prove* a cheap transiK>rt for goods and i>asscMi- 
gers. It is a mistake to supjiose that Bengal has more water than sUv 
is in need of. The western and central parts of liengal at least are 
in need of more water than they have at present. They suffer from 
want of water during the dry season and excess of water during the 
rainy season. We are guilty in the eyes of God and man in allowimr 
the water that Heaven gives us to run into waste. The water that flows 
down the l»udnm to the sea must he reserved for the use of i>eoj>le and 
our Government should W expected to find ways and means. Thes,* 
rivers may l)e cunttlis<‘d and the indirect taxation in the form of tcdK 
will 1 m* more tlian sufficient to repay the loan that might l)e advanced 
by the Government. It is a matter of extreme regret that Government 
IS not yet tully alive to the necessity of reviving the dying rivers of 
Bengal and it can safely he predicted that if the Government oh^ti- 
nately continues to he obdurate the result will l)e extremely di.s^istrous 
for the people. 


Now I conu' to further purticuinrs about Hhairah In the 
aevenf.es of the last .entury the late Mr. Munro. then Magistrate of 
.Jessore ...ade some effort for the amelioration of the condition of the 
IJhairah, h.il on acco.mt of some unforeseen events he could not do anv- 
thinp the matter. Then since the eis'hties of the last century Rai 
.Jadunath Mnjumdnr I«ah..dur, Ihe most public spirited Rentleman of 
Jessore, has been affitatinp in.essantly over the matter by loyally 
co-operating with the fJo-emment and makin,r all sorts of detailed 
!s.searches, investiKations and schemes for more than years for which 
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he lia« rijrhtly earned the gratitude particularly of the people of Jensore 
and of the neighbouring districts of the Presidency Division. He never 
let the grass grow under his feet and it is mainly on account of hie great 
efforts that several previous rulers of Bengal, vi:.. Sir John Wm»dburn, 
Sir Andrew Fraser, Lord Carmichael and Lord Ronaldshay, studied the 
various details of the Bhairab project, visited Jessore several times and 
made solemn promises to the people of Jessore through the Rai Bahadur 
to do great things for the Reclamation of the Bhairab and other dead and 
dying rivers of Jessore. But all those pledges are still unredeemed and 
the people of Jessore find tliat their rulers tried to please them with soft 
and oily words without really di>ing any good to them. Many expert 
engineers like Mr. Machonchy. Mr. liuntiugford and Mr. Addums- 
illiaiiiK have made vaiiou'^ schemen on various ota’usrons hut those 
schemes have not yet materialised. Of course our Rai Baha<lur liad 
many schemes and piojects and he had many differences with offiVial 
engineers and experts, hut at pre.sent all those diffciences have been made 
uj)an(l the ^)fficiiil and non-olficial ♦*xperts are now agret'd on all im]>(u*t- 
ant points. The three oi four complementary parts of the Bhairab 
project, as ar(‘ sh(»wn fnun tlie speech of His Excellency Lord 
Lvtton at Jessore during his visit t(» that plac<* in January last, 
are m.w acc'epted lu-th h\ Mi. Addums-Williains and h\ the Rai Baha- 
dur. The cost (,t the sec»)nd part was first estimated at Rs. laklis 
as I find from His hA'cellen<'\ 's sp»M*ch. hut now 1 understand fiom 
Mr. Addams-Willijinis’ letter to Rai Bahadur that the expendittire will 
not he more thtin L*) lakhs So the mitire cost of tin* Bhairuh pro]»*(’t 
cannot exceed more than 40 lakhs of rupees including 1 |h‘ cost for the 
J- or d-mih‘ cut hetween Matahhanga and Navagutjga. This ;\ear mv 
u(othy colleagm* in ( oum i! Bahu Jogendra Nath Mitrn in his limiget 
speech stiongly un:cd upon the (tovernment to lake up tht* Bhairab 
pioie. t us e.iily jis possible and the ILjuTde Member in charge of the 
ImifatiiJii Department jiersonally assured him that he would try his 
best in the matter. So the taking up of tlie project by (Government is 
long (iverdue and (jo\ eminent should prove its ^incerity }>v proinjitly 
acting in the mutt»*r. Now tlm question arises, whence the money is It) 
coined (Government may or may not gi\e anything from the provincial 
revenue for it is well known that the pecuniary emharrasrneiit of the 
Bengal (Government will not disappear so long as the present Hyntern ig 
not mended or ended. But the people of Jessore and (he neighbour- 
ing districts cannot wait indefinitely for the change of the system to 
enable the Swaraj (rovernment herealter to take up the project. So the 
{►resent (Government must find ways and means to take up the Bhairab 
project promptly. I’he only one course left for Ooverninenf is to raige 
money by loan if they cannot give any provincial C'ontrihution. Tender 
the Devolution Rule.s the Bengal (Governineiit can rnine loans without 
referring the matter to the (Government of H^idiu. The whole amount 
of money, ri>., Rs. 40 lakh.s, will not lx* re<|uired all at once. A# the 
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whole project will take several years for completion so the money may 
I)e rained gradually. If for the better bousing accommodation of the 
Calcutta police, who number a little over five thousand and who are 
sufficiently paid, Goveinment can raise a loan of seventeen lakhs because 
the Hen^al Leji^islative Council has not sanctioned the expenditure out 
of the provincial revenue, is not the bureaucratic Government irrespons- 
ible thoufrh it mi^jrht be — morally bound 

Mfi PRESIDENT* Maulvi Saheb, I should like you to confine your 
remarks to the subject-matter of your res(»lution. I think you should 
avoid expressions like “ irresponsible ” and so on. 

MflUivi ABDUL QUADERs \ery well, Sir, I say the Government is 
bound to save 40 lakhs of the people of Jessore and sister districts whc 
are *vitally affected by the sta^rnation of the Bhairab and other dead 
rivers by raising hians aniountinf^ to not more than Ks. 40 lakhs? 
Surely the lilmirab project is one which is morally backed by the people 
of Bengal and which demands the first and foremost attention on ihe 
part <d dovernment. Government should discharge its moral res- 
ponsibility to the pe<»ple by promptly raising the loan without losing 
a single day. Is it too much for the 40 lakhs of people to expect He. 1 
per head as hjan for the amelioration of their ( ondition in various wavs? 
No. I hey can justly demand it as an act of bare justice on the part 
(»f Goveinment. Moreover, they can further claim a substantial con- 
tributi(»ii from the provincial revenue. As the matter is very urgent 
and is a question of life and death to the 40 lakhs of people. I strongly 
urge upon the Government not to disappoint them this time. 

But the reply which Government has recently given to the question 
put by Babu Jogendra Nath Mitra in this August Seshion stated aiiove 
is most disappointing. Alter yeais of broken promises and unredeemed 
pledges Government formulates and completes the scheme for reviving 
the dead and dying rivers of desMire but they rlo not intend to make 
any provision in the coming Budget. Probably the reply will be that 
we shall have to go through all the lircuitous and (‘umbrous procedure 
under Act VI of and <0 no provision miglit be made by (fovern- 
ment in the ensuing loans Budget. But why not expedite the matter 
and see that j)iovision is nia<le in the loans Bmiget? Moreover, the 
people of Jessore can justly ( laim for the Bhairab project a substantial 
contribution from the provincial revenues. As the total cost of the 
project w<juld in* nearly ps. .|o lakhs Government may give a part of 
it by way of provincial contribution and provide for it in the Budget 
to be presented in February next. In the meantime all the formahties 
which are to be observed under the Act VI of 19^0 might be finished 
as quickly as pos.sible under instructions from Government to enable it 
to make provision in the puming loans Budget also. So there will be 
no difficulty in making two kinds of provisions in the coming Budget 
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for the Bhairab project if the Government is sincere and wishes for 
the real welfare of the people. The other day we found that the Dacca 
T'^niversity (Amendment) Bill was rushed through by Government with 
unusual haste to make a permanent and substantial provision for the 
Dacca University when every year the Council votes for the capital and 
recurring expenditure of the said University. 

Or. H. W. B. MORBNO: Sir, i> the hon’ble mein)*er eiitithnl to 
refer to the Dacca riiivcrsity Hill wliile un his resclutiim h* 

Mr. PRESIDENT S I ha\e ali<*ady a^kcd tlje mover m*t to refer to 
these coiitn.versial matters. I v^ould jiginn tell the Maiihi Saheh that 
tie is fishing in trouhled waters. 

Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: If (fON eminent thinks that they should 
he prompt in affording relief to Cniveivjtn-s hy providitig for them in 
the Budget, is imt the (T<»ven)ment mote in duty Ixnind to savt* 4 
millions of malarial and unhealthy mostly airrienlt wrists, hy 

making some jirovision in tlie next Budtret and thu" hegiti the work in 
I 'ght earnest ^ Surely the time is movt opjMotune for Government to 
work ^ineerely in the matter as the jirovim ial eontrihiition of IN. (si 
lakhs to the (lovernment of India ha«' been i emitted for another tliiee 
years. If (fovernineiit lose tins oppoi f iinitv of iloing giwxl to the po(»r ami 
emaciated peo]»]e of dessore and Nadia lliere is no knowing that tljes»* 
('omprehensive sidiemes for the reclamation of the Bhairah ami other 
tlyiiig rivers (d .Iess(M(‘ will not he thrown int<» the waste paper basket 
and the imitter will not he ^helved foi a de« iide oi so 

For these reasons, 1 hojie (lovernment will accept niy resolution atid 
take prom]»t stops for tlie reclamatMUi (»f the dcnid liveis of dc-ssore 
'howevei ( ireuitoiis the jiicac dure umlei Act VI of 19!;?t) might Ic) and 
make some provision in the c-onmig Budget lioth hy way of eontrihiition 
and hy way of Iccans to <*na}ih‘ the weak to he lM‘gun with as little delay 
as possible. 

The fcliowing amenclnients to tlu* lescdiition of Mauhi Alulul (Nnuler 
w ere not moved : 

Babu TARAKNATH MUKERilEA to iiioNe. h\ way of ainemlnieni, 
that to nuction No. 7 the following he adch-cl at :he cmicI. namely. 

■‘and that the ijuestioii of re-excav at ing otloM iinjicutant dead riveis 
of tiic province he also taken into serious coiisicleiation. ” 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR to mom. h> way of amemh 
nienr. that in motion No. 7, line 3, for tJie woids of dessore " the 
woicN “ within the Nadia Kivers Divinion ” he substituted, 

Babu JOCENDRA NATH MITRA: Sir, I support *the rcRolntion 
which has l»een moved by my hon’ble friend, Mauivi Abdul Quader. 
Tlie mover (»f tlie resolution ha< very clearly informed (he IIou.se how 

I 6a 
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the dead river IJhairab is creating havoc in the district. Its population 
has decreased by over two lakhs within the last forty years and those 
who are still living are almost half-dead. 

Cholera, malaria and kala-azar are virulently spread all over the 
district. The sourcen of the supply of drinking water are gone. The 
waterways are silted up. Jessore being a river district the obstruction 
of the waterways has affected its prosperity. ,The people of the district 
have thus lost their health and wealth. So far back as in the earlier 
sixties of the 18th century our illustrious countryman, the late Halm 
Sisir Kumar (Ihose of revere<l memtiiy of the A//tr/frj Bazar Patrika, set 
on foot a movement for the reclamation of the dead river Hhaiiab. 
Mr. Munro was tlien the District Officer and Mr. Okeanally, Joint 
Officer- of Jessore. During this time a pretty huge amount was raised by 
public’ subscription. With this sum the Octvernment was approached for 
contributing the liahinc-e and taking up the reclamation of the liver. 
The Oovernment not taking any action the amount ccdlected by sub- 
scriptiem was subse([uently made over to the Orissa Famine Kelief Fund. 
Since then at every opportunity the Oovernment have been piesst*d for 
taking action. The enormity of the evil caused by the dead river has 
been ventilated in the press and public platforms. Some schemes weie 
prepared by tlie Jessore Public Works Dejiartment Drainage Division 
during the administration cd‘ Lord (‘armichael but no effect was given 
to them, liord Konaldshay uttered words of jnomisc to the ea!> of the 
pe<iple but afterwards they weie broken to their lieaits. 

In answer to my «|uestions the ILm’lde the Membei in charge of 
Irrigation has lecenth sai<I that the scheme for the if(‘laniation of the 
river Hhaiiab is completed but the (Tovernment is not yet in a pr»^ition 
to make any provision in the Hmiget estimate of the iiext^year for »any- 
ingout the scheme as the pnu’edure under A(’t VI of Pb^tl (H. (\) ha^ not 
yet been cf)mpleted and tlie pioject has not \'et been submitted by the 
(Commissioner. A" the scheme, which is the most difficult juirt of the 
work, is ready the proreduie to be followed befoie submitting the 
scheme through tlie (’»)mmissioner to the (io\ eminent is not expy^rted 
to take much time. It the (foveinment at all desire To exj)edite the 
matter all the steps laid down by the legislature under sectif)n> 9, 10, 
11, l‘J of Act VI of 19‘J0 tH. (c.t may be taken at once and fulfilled 
before the preparation of the Hudget estimate of the next year. In \iew 
of the emergency of the (piestion I hope action may lie taken at once 
HO that pn*vision may be made for funds in the Hudget estimate of the 
next year. 

The Hon’ble Maherajs KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadias 1 rather welcome this resolution. This gives me an oppoi-tu- 
nity of explaining the position of the Irrigation Department as to what 
it iH doing regarding the dead or dying rixers of Jessore. 
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In view of the great intereSt taken in the .Tessore district in legard 
to the condition of the rivers in that district I think it would be desirable 
for me to a few words to explain the prehcnt position. In regard 
to the Bhairab river there are three projects under the consideration 
of Oovernmeiit. First, there a project for the upper reaches l>etween 
the Matabhanga and Tahirpur. A detailed project lias been prepaivd 
and amounts to Ks. 15A lak)i^ inclusive of departmental cliarges (Ks. 
lakhs) and the rapituliicd co'^t of maintenance (also IN. lakhs). 
The cost of works and land lu fiuisition is theielore IN. 11 lakhs. This 
project is now under examination. 

The .second project will deal with the lUiairah t<» the east of Tahirpur 
down to the Ffra khal. It is on this portion ot t)ie iiM*r that the town 
of Jessore stands. There have l»een considtiahle engineering ililticulties 
to overcome in designing this project hecauso sub-soil watei levels are 
high and the crossing of the Chitra river piesented a ilifficult problem. 

All difficulties have now been overcome ami tiu* cost of tbt‘ jtroject 
has been reduced from Its. OdA lakh- to Ifs. 'S) lakh*, inclusive oi flepart- 
inental charges (Its, lakhs), and capitalised cost of maintenance (Its. 2 
lakhs). The scheme will supply cusec- oi water to this old liver 

for ahout 4 month.s in the year and the sufiply will be deiived from the 
Nahaganga; about 4b miles (jf the lUiairab will be flusljed and water 
will also lie available for supj»]ementing the flisebarge of tlie Cliilrn. 
’Fhis project is now ready. 

The tliird project is a -mallei one and is situated in tlie angle fi»rmed 
b\ the A fra khal and the Bhairab and provides for supplying an addi- 
tional volume of silt-laden water to the lower reaelies »d the Bhaiiub 
above the Afra khal, and incidentally will legulate the levels in the 
Jaleswar bhil. The surveys in connection with this scheme have been 
comjdeted but the jiroject has not as vet been complicfl. 

Turning to the Nabaganga, the upper reaches of tlie river have I'cen 
surveyed in order to asceitain whether water can be siii>plied from the 
Matabhanga and the best alignment ff»r the fee<ling channel. The 
scheme has been examined carefully ami has been f<mml to be feasible, 
but the <piestioii of passing the water umler the main line of the Kas*ern 
Bengal liailway remains to be Mettled. A new bridge ajipears to l)e 
called for: this matter ha- leMuitly l»ecn referied tr» tlie Baihvav 
authorities. 

(»n the north-east side of the district the (piestion of inifiroving the 
Muchikhali khal lui.s often l>een raised. It may be taken as a fact that 
this khal is dead for all practical purposes, and it would silt again wry 
rapidly if cleared. Government do not, therefore, propose to take any 
further action in this case. 

Gne more item may be mentioned; complaints have lieen received 
on several occasions that passenger steamers were not able to keep up 
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with Maifuni throughout the year, and Huggestions have 
been made to dredge the .shoals in the Nabaganga below the town. 
Dj’pdgi ng is a costly work and before re.sorting to this method it was 
decided to see what the effect of a few bandals would be. Bandalling 
was therefore tried last year but was commenced late in the season. In 
spite of this, the communication was kept open well into December 
instead of being clo.sed early in November. The w'ork w'ill be taken up 
this year at the proper time and money has already been allotted for 
the purpose. 

Thi^, then is the jiosition at the present moment. As action is being 
taken in all these matters 1 have no hesitation in accejiting this 
1 evolution. 

The mover has asked me to expedite the matter. But, Sir, it is not 
f )j the (Government to exj»e<lite the matter but it is for the local bo<lies 
to (id .so. As soon as they send up the financial pioposition to this (Gov- 
einment, we wdll consider wliat help the (lovernment can render atjd 
examine the jjiijjects on all their bearings. 1 would, theief(ue. ask the 
mover that when he returns to Jessore, he should get the district end 
the local hoards intere'^ted in the matter so that theii- proposals inay 
come up to (Government us early as possible. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahdul (funder wa^ then put ami agieed t<> 

Grant to the Calcutta University. 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: 1 m(»ve that this Council 
r<M’()mnien<ls to the (G(.\einment that an .ujiiual recuiring giant of 
Hs. ;{, 00,01)0 be made to tlie (’alciitta riii\ersity to facilitate jatst- 
j’raduati* studi(‘s and lesearcli. 

Sir. similar res(>lutions ha\e, Im‘cu tabled in the Acbieiida ]>aper b^ 
some other membius — soim* ot these eminent gentlemen* are elosely 
connected with tin* Cmveisity and I am sure tiny will be able tc* <leal 
with the siil>je< t in a bettei way than I cun iioja* lo do. But in this 
cxuuuM tion I (’unnot r(‘si'-t the temptation (d ijinuin^ a few lines from 
a memorabb' sjhhm Ii deli\ered by Lortl 1 yti< n at a meeting of the 
Senate on the Mlh of dune last : — 

I>pt jne reini?ul rtpain tliat the greatest arluevement of Sir Ashutosh 

JMoi»k)ierjee\s lite Mas the trausioi mat ion of the Calcutta riiiversity into u centre ot 
advancoil instructum uinl reseanh. This was the work nearest In.s heart, the work 
on which he spent hi.s energies to the very limit of his endurance, and what 
worthier moiimnal to his memory ran we twiceive than endowment of that Post- 
(Graduate Department which he created, lart each one of us severally resolve that 
this cherislieo creation ot his lile shall not suffer )»e<'ause he has left us. Gentlemen, 
W'hile his great work is still fresh in our minds, while we almost seem lo see 
him sitting in our midst and can still hear the echoes of his ronimanding vou^e 
let all differences Iw forgotten, nil mij*takes forgiven, let us resolve to build over 
his ashes a temple of rtM'onciliation. Let us unite in the common determination 
to work together for those changes which are inevitable, if our Cniversity is to 
keep its fair name before the \ii>rld Let the foundatioD«stone of that temple of 
mMuiciliation W a joint and common purpose to receive the teaching Tniversity 
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ot Cateliita as a sacred trust from his dying hands, and in the years to cotne, 
whaterer changes may be found es.'ieutial in the general organixatiim ol the 
rniveinity. to allow nothing to threaten ita .stability, its prosperity, its fnH*dom 
or its future development 

Sir, these are pohle words nobly expressed for the amelioration of 
the jKHition of the Calcutta Cniversity and we vixii ask for no IxMter 
memorial for the great educationist Sir Ashutosh M<M»kherjee than 
to advance the interest o^f In'* cheri««hed institution hy giving a suh- 
Htaiitial grant for the jic^t-graduate studies and research. With these 
tew words I commend my rexolntion for the aeieptance of (lie 
ITouse. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: I move that this (Vmncil 
recommends to the (iovernment that an annual recurring grant of 
Us. .3.00,000 be made to the Calcutta Cniversity to enable it to carry' 
on post-gmduate .studies and research. 

In moving for tlie provisiim of an annual recurring grant of 
Its. 3 lakhs for the Cabutta Cniversity I feel tliat much of the 
difficulty in the way of tlie imceptance ol mv motion is removed in 
view of the fact that, as the Dai'ca Cniversity ilebate has shown, the 
anjrle of vision in connection with Cniversity grants seems to have 
i lianged. The acuteness which has hitherto eharacteriseil this angle 
has ex]»anded into obtU''<*nes.> m the ease of the Dacca Cniversity am) 
it may be liojied that it will at least lie a right angle in the ease of 
the premier Cniversity of India. In fact the member in I’harge, 
Sir Abd-iir-Ualiim, was sn much m(»\ed with the idea of giving 
autonomy to the Cni\eisit\ with perfect frecslom from outside 
inlerferenci* in regaid to its internal nianagcum'iit , that he could not 
even brook the delay of reh*rnng it to a Scdect Committee. In fact his 
anxious soul could know no pc'ace unless he could see his idea 
carried into etfec't duiinv' the few reimuTiirig days of his official life. 

If this attitude of Sir AlKl-ur-Uahiin is an index of a g«*miiije 
expaiJ^ix eiH'Ss on the part of the (io\ernim‘nl by reason of which their 
hitherto withered hand (in unii language, Sir,) is now btong seen 
distended with preferred gifts to the Dacca Cin\ersity, I fc*el sure that 
the same hand will not be c losfd again into a fist in the c ase of the 
Calcutta Cnivc*i“sity. 

The fact that the Calc uua Cniversity ha'* been sulfeiing from financial 
ditfic'ulties lias been public- property for some years, and it is aCo well* 
known that this Cniversity is what it is to-day on account of the 
“ immense energies, orgrinisiug genuis and admini?^rative powers ” 
of Sir Ashutosh Minykherjee. I do not intend to rake uj) the history of 
the disputes which arose Iwlween the Cniversity and the Ministry of 
Education three or four years ago while Sir Ashutosh was alive as the 
eontmversY has uow l>c*en silenced by frank ^^i-oguition of the valuable 
work done under the auspices of the Cniversity during the last fifteen 
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ytars or «o. We all know that so long ao Sir Ashutosh was at the helm 
of the UniTersity his vast resourcefulness, his wonderful personality 
and his unfailing ingenuity carried every'thing before him, enabling 
him in the long run to tide over all financial difficulties. But now that 
he is no more in our midst to pilot the University Ship it is all the 
more essential that the Government should come forward with financial 
supjKjrt if only to redeem the pledges it has so often held out. 
The Calcutta University has been raised* to its present exalted 
position by a series of magnificent endowments -and only a small 
annual recurring grant of Its. 3 lakhs is now found to stand 
in the way of its hare maintenance, by the Post-graduate Reorgani- 
sation CVimniittee appointed by the Senate on the 27th Septem- 
ber, 1924, which held as many as TO sittings and consisted of prominent 
educationists of the province including official members as well. The 
report of tliis committee, which was accepted by an overwhelming 
majority, discloses an average annual deficit of Rs. 3 lakhs after a 
careful conidderation of all possible estimated sources of revenue, includ- 
ing such fluctuating income as contribution from the fee funds. I 
have said that the Government is jiromise-bound to render financial 
help to this University. Allow me in suj)port of this contention to 
quote from a speech of His Excellency Lord Lytton. 

His Excellency said in liis last Uonvocation addres.<»: — 

Let me repeat the assurance a Inch I K^ve you last year that Government will 
give you whatever financial assistance may he necessary to secure the permanence 
of this important department of the rnivorsity. 

L it then too much to expect that this small promise as to a dole 
of Rh. 3 lakhs should be redeemed and such annual recurring grant be 
made in favour of the University if only, as a bare pittance, to enable 
it to make both ends meet. 

I do not intend to tire the patience of the House by prolonging the 
discussion as I feel that all that I'an lx* urged in support of the principle 
involved in my motion has already been said by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, 
w'hen laying down the general principle of University administration 
the other-day. I have only to jmint out that no principle cun claim 
to be noble, unless it is continuously and uniformly upheld and is 
munifestHl in appropriate actions. I will therefore confine my efforts 
to indicate by this my resolution the channel through which the said 
noble principle, which poured hope into our appreciative ears only on 
Thursday last, may have a steady How, If the Dacca University is full 
of ** possibilities and promises the Calcutta University has assuredly 
largely realised them, and perhap.s been even overzealous in the pursuit of 
her ideal of advancement of learning, resulting in the light and leading 
that Bengal cun lK)ast of t<Mlay. May I not tlierefore feel confident that 
lioth Sir Abil-ur-Rhhim t>iul the powers behind him, will find all the 
greater pleaaure in fulfilling their plighted words in this instance. 
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With these few words I put my motion before the House with high 
liopesi of its beiu^ unanimously accepted. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I beg to move that thia 
M?ouncil recommends to the Government that a recurring grant of 
Rs. 1,00,000, in addition to the recurring gnint already voted by thia 
Council in March last, ^ made to the Calcutta Fniversity for the 
stabilisation of the Post-graduate Department and that a nou-iwurring 
grant of Rs. 2,00,000 be made to it for the completion of the Ashutosh 
Building. 

Sir, I believe every membei of this (\>uncil i> aware of the fact 
that the Calcutta Fniver.sity has been in financial <listres*i. fc»r many 
years past. But I am atraid the acutene^s and the magnitude of the 
distress are not felt outside the walls of the rniversity itself. The 
teachers of the Fniversity are, a rule, very inadecjuately paid, and 
even these inadequate salaries they do not ulway> get regularly, (hi 
one occasion, the lecturer^ did not receive their salaries for three montha 
together. On another occasion, for one full >ear the lecturers had 
portions of their sala^ie^ held mi abeyance. You can easily imagine 
how great were the sufferings of these teachers. The work of the Fnr- 
versity suffered for another reason. F(»r want of funds the authorities 
of the Fniv(‘rsity were iinahle to ajipoint lecturers for long periofls. 
At they were aj)jiointe<l for a year or two yiuirs and then for five 
years. Now, Sir, any good work possible in such an atmospliere 
of uncertainty and in^ecuritN Y The r<*sirlt ^as that rnan\ of the 
teachers many of the lie'll teachers were taken away by other T^ni- 
versities by the offer of much higher salaiien. The eHrciencv of the 
Fniversity was thus hampere<l in various ways. Now, the question is, 
how long will this ^tate of thlngN he allowed to continued lias not the 
>tatp of things, I a^k, continued far too long!" It is for the rnernheDs 
of this Council to answer. 

Sir, in September of last >ear. the Senate of the ('uhutta Fniver- 
sity ap])ointed a Committee of 20 menilM*rs to go into the wh<de (juestion 
of Fniversity fiirunce*'. The jtle.i that hud been taken by G<ivernnietrt 
for some time previously was that th^y were not fnll\ assurwl of the 
exact finuiicial position of the rni\ersity, and it was on the Hirggestioii 
of Ciovernment that this (Vunmittce was appointed. This Conrmittee 
held, as my friend has alrearlv |»ointed out, no less than 70 meetings, 
and it submitted a Rejairt to the Senate to w'hich a minority note was 
appended by 4 memlrers. The Senate, in its turn, discussed the Report 
of the Committee at great length and then acce])te<l it by an over- 
whelming majority. It should be remeraliered in this connection that 
the Senate of the Calcutta Fniversity is composed of memWs 80 per 
cent, of whom are nominated by the Cbawellor. Now, this Senate 
also accepted without a division a motion demanding a sum of Its. H 
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lakhs recurring from CroTernment, after an amendment asking for 
Hh. 2i lakhs had been rejected by an overwhelming majority. 

What, Sir, is the financial position of the University at the pre ent 
moment F The income of the Post-graduate Department, with which 
Jiloiie we are concerned at the present moment, is, according to the 
budget for the current year, Rs. 3,78,{X)0 and the expenditure of this 
Department is Rs. 6,f34,000. Thus the income falls short of the expeu- 
<litiire during the current year by Rs. 2,50,000, and it has been cab u- 
lated by the Finance Committee of the V niversity that the average 
deficit of the Fniversity will be Rs. 2,94,000. Therefore, the Senate 
in order to be able to make l)oth ends meet, desires that a sum of Rs. 3 
lakhs annually should be paid out of the public funds. In this con- 
ne. tion the asr^urance which was given by His Excellency Lord Lytton 
has been meiitioneil by the two previous speakers. I may add that an 
3i‘'Niirance to the same effect was i\Uu given by Mr. Donald, the then 
Finance Member. 

So far as regards the re('urring grant. I now pas.> on to the second 
jjortion of my resolution which asks for a grant of Rs. 2 lakhs foi- the 
completion, or rather the erection of the third storey, of the Ashutosh 
Ruilding. Now this matter has had a pretty long history. The fiist 
t^uggestion for erecting a building on the ])resent site was made in the 
yeai’ 1005. No stcfm, howe^er, were taken at the time, and it was not 
xintil the year 1913 that the property wuis ultimately a<’quiretl by (jov- 
c'rnment. Then a few more years elapsed before the market was finally 
vlosed in 1922, and the (Government of Bengal apjuoved the general 
plans of the proposed building. In June of lust year a Sub-Committee 
3i[ip(jinted by the Senate found that it was abNoliitely necessary to bci^ l 
on to the third r.torey to complete the architectural features of ihe 
building, and the fcdlcwing recommendation of the Committee wa^ 
ndo])ted by the Syndicate: “That the attention of Oovernment be 
drawn t<» the fact that it is imperati\c to build up at oio'c up to th.e 
third storey at least to complete the arcdiitectural features of the build- 
ing at a cost of Rs. 1,97,009.” Then, in July of the same year, the 
I’niversity applied to the (Toverumcnt of Bengal for a grant of 
Rs. 1,97,000. 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: When was that application 

made? 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERilEA: In July. 1924. 

But, Sir, the completion of the architectural features of the build- 
ing is not the main argument in favour of the proposal. The lecture- 
work of the University is being greatly ham|>ered for want of accom- 
mmlation. Only a few cjasses can be held in the new building, and 
4he remaining classes cannot be accommodated in the Darbhanga 
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j<i ilclimgs. It has thii^ hoeoiiie absolutely necessary, in order that 
teaching work may l)e properly done, to build the thinl sloiey at tmce. 
I may pniut out in this coiine<>tion that on the (Uh June last the Senate 
named the new premises the Av^thutosh Building, and its opening cere- 
mony was perfonmMl by Sir John Kerr, the Acting (hfvcrncu’ of 
Bengal. Sir, a generation may be a short period in the life of a 
nation, but is not a j)erif»d of '20 \ears a long one in the history of an 
t'ducational institution'' 1 am O'^king for a iion-refurriinr grant of 
2 lakh< for this jmrijose. I hold in my hand a pluUograph of this 
building. Now, 1 ask 1> tliis bnihling a .suitable memorial to the 
great man who served his eouiitrv and his T’niver.sity for .so many years 
with unparalleled devoticni I" I am sure you will r-egiinl it as abs(dutely 
necessary to finish the ti unrated jullars no that an uglN Ituilding may 
give place to a fine structure. 

Sir, so far as the (piestitm t)i pioviNion ol tmolN is r()ncerne<l, 1 may 
^ay that there is a large surplus in the hands ot (fovernment. as was 
j»oint<*d out by the Hon’hle Sir .Vb<Uni-I{aluin the other da\. A 
ict’uniug grant of IN. 1 lakh as well as a non-ieriirring grant ot IN. 2 
IrkljN lu vv l>e made out ot‘ that suiplus. In this rofinertiou J sli- uld 
like to invite the attention of the (kuincil to the amount (d’ tinuncni! 
assistance tliat is ivreived }>> otliei I'liiversitie.s in India; I will uot 
mention the Fniversities of other countries. A sum of not less tlmn 
IN. 7, -*^7, 000 is obtained by the liinkiiow T'niversity from the coffers 
of the pl■o^ inrial NfAerninent and the Allaliabail T'niver.sity gets no 
lesN than IN. 0,04.000. It is Mgnifirant in this ronnf*(-tion t(» note that 
out of a total of IN. 21,02.iMMI >.p«*nt bv ihe'.e two T’niversities, they 
get m* lt‘s^ an aim unt tiiaii IN lo.20.(MM) that is two-thir<ls, from the 
pul)];r funds. We als( know that a sum (*f IN l,2M.O0.Ot)O is going to 
hf sj»eiit ujMUi the liaiigooii Fniversity. It is for the t'oum il to deride 
whetiiei the demand I am making — a reriirriiig grant (»f one hikh 
and a non-recurring grant of 2 lakhs- is a ie:is(»nahle demand or nol 
J*^ir, the Calrutta Fniversity has «lesrrved well of the rornmuiiity. (hi 
to any jiart of Europe or Ameiira; the o!il\ Indian I niversity they 
know of is the Cahutta Fniversity. It is nee<!less for me to tell the 
House that the ('alrutta Fnivn-sity has done good work in tin* past. I 
will only say this that given suitable ojiportunity it will do greater 
w’ork in the future. With these wohN I romiiiend the res diitiou to the 
mceptanre of th** House. 


Adjournment. 

The CcuiH il was then adjourned till *3 r.M.. Tue*dfiy, the 
IHth August, 1925, at the Town Hall, (’alrntla. 



ProoMdingt of tho Bongal LogMativo Counoil atsomblod iiiitfor tin 
Proviaiont of tho Covommont of India Aot 


The CouDfil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 

on Tuendav, the 18th Auduat, 1925, at 3 p.m. 

*■ « 

PrM0nt: 

The Hon’ble the J*reHi(lent (Kumar Shih Shekharef^war Ray) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’hle Memhers of the Executive Council, and 90 
nominated and elected members. 


Death of Khan Bahadur Mirza Shuja’at Aii Beg. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, it was only on Friday 
last that Khan Bahadur Mirza Shuja’at Ali Befif was with us in this 
('huiriber taking? part in our deliberations, and now death has, with 
dramatic suddenness, taken him away from our midst. 

The Khan Baliadur, as I knew him, \\as the perfect type (»f 
Muhammadan gentleman, courteous, kindly of heart, with transparent 
honesty of pin pose, and a friend to everybody. Bengal, and especially 
his countrymen, are much poorer by his death. We shall also miss his 
kindly face in this (’ouncil Chamber. 

As a Municipal ('ommissioner, as the (’onsul-General for Persia, as a 
member of this ('ouncil, or in whatever capacity he was called upon to 
serve his co-reli^ionists or his country, the Khan Bahadur ^:ave his 
valuable services uu^rudjrin>j:ly. 

He was decorated by (Kivernment for his services to Bengal by the 
title of Khan Jlahadur which was bestowed on him in 1898, 

I propose, with the leave of the Council, to send a letter of condolence 
to the relatives of the late Khan Bahadur. 

I wovdd now ask the members of the Council kindly to ri.se in their 
places. 

[All the members stood up.] 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The ('ouncil will stand adjournetl for the day as 
a mark of respect to our departed colleague. 

Adjournmant 

The Council was adjourned till d P.M., on Wednesday, the 19th 
August, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PrMMdifigs of ttio Bongal Logisiativo Council aaaomBM undof 
ttio provitiona of the Covernmont of India Act 

The Council met in the Council ChainWr in the Town Hall, ('alcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 19th Au^UNt, 1925, at ‘J p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon hie the President (Kumar Shih Shekhareswar Kay) in the 
Chair, the four lion hie MenilxMsof the Kxeeulivt* (^omudl. 110 nominated 
and elected mem her'*. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Supply of Jail Code to visitors of Jails. 

*XLIV. Babu SATYA KISHORE BANERJEE: (;) Ik the 

Ilon’hle the Memln'r in charge ot the DepartmiMit of U»‘venue 
aware of the iiKonvenience whi<*h non-olficial MnitoiK of jailrt feel 
(ovinj? to their not heinjr sujiplied with a copy ot the Kenpil Jail Code)' 
(h) Are the (rovenimejit <‘onKiih‘riiijr the d(‘sirahility of isHuinjr 
in.striK'tion.s, so that each non-oHicial viMtor or at least thow' who apply 
for it, may he RUj)plied with a copy <»f the Ihoip-al Jail (Vxley 

(r) If the aiiKwer to (h) i.k in the ne^rative, will the llon’hh* the 
Meriiher b<* pleased to state the reasons thendor? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (JAILS) (the 
Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): (a) Government are not aware that any 
im'onvenience has been experiem'ed. 

(h) and (c) (ioveniment do not propose* ti> fiistrihiite Cojoew to all 
visitors. The numl>er of viNitors is larjre, and the st^x’k of Jail Coiles 
\s limitixl, A copy of the Cixle is availahle at eviTv jail for the use 
of visitf>rs, and vi.sitors who desire to poasc^Hs their own rojiies ran 
purchase them from the Secr<*tariat lhx>k I)c]>5t. 


Remuneration to zamindar for ooNooting orsos, 

*XLV. BMmi SATYA KISHORE BANERJEE: (n) Will the 
HouTde the Member in charfre of the Department of Revenue (Lniol 
Revenue) he pleased to state whether it is a faei that the ^ramindarH and 
tenure-holders are not paid any remuneration for collect in*r cesses from the 
tenants on behalf of the Government? 
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(h) Are the Government conMclering the desirability of taking steps, 
so that the zamindars as well as the tenure-holders be paid certain 
allowances for collecting the cesses? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Meml>er l)e pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of 
Nadia): (a) 1 iider section 41 of the Cess Act, 1880, a deduction 

calculated at one-half of the rate for every rupee of revenue payable 
by the estate is allowed to the zuinindar, and a deiluction of the same 
kind to the tenim‘-holder in resj)ec1 of his rent. A similar allowance 
in the District lUaid Cese Act, 1871, was given as a fair remunera- 
tion to the zainindar for the trouble and risk of collecting the rate. 

(h) No. 

(c) Government are not aware of any reason why any further allow- 
ance should be given. 


D4tonu Jiteoh Chandra Lahiri. 

«XLVI. Babu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the 
Hon ’hie the Memher in charge (d the Political l)ej)artment he pleased 
to state 

(i) whether litesh Chandia Lahiri, of Aiani, in the distiict of 
Itajshahi, is a detenu in the Berhamporc lail; 

{it) whether a summouH addressed to the said Jitesh Chandia by 
the Sadar Munsif of Boalia was wuved ujkmi him foi his 
uj)iH*urance l>efore the said Munsif t»n 7th duly, 1925; 

(in) whether the suit to answer which he was summoned was one 
for rent valued at Ks. 45; 

(ir) whepier the said detenu wrote to the Chief Secretary placing 
either to allow him to go out to defend the suit or to deposit 
the amount of claim; 

(r) whether the leave prayed for was refuse<l; and 

(n) whether any reply was given to his alternative prayer as to 
the suggested deposit? 

(b) What relief, if any, are the Government contemplating giving 
him ? 

MEMBER in ohirgc of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlile 
Sir Hugh Stefiheneon): (n^ (t) Yes. 

(li) and (nV) Tnfonnalion to this effect was received from the detenu. 
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(ir) He wrote to Garemment afiking them either to allow him to 
CO home to conduct the case himself or to pav off his dues. 

(r) Te.. 

(t'i) No. 

(b) Government are not conteniplatinfr j?ivinjr any relief. 


■ 

Alleged sale of cooeine in Caloutta* 

*XLVII« Mr. F. E. JAMES: in) Will the H»urhle tlie Member in 
charfre of the Police Department be pleased to ^tate whether the attention 
of the Government has been drawn to the judjiTment of Mr. Keays, 
Additional Thief Presidency Ma^ristrate, pas>ed *»n Thursday. July th<* 
l(itl>, in a cocaine case, with reference to the Mile of c(M*aine in 
Calcutta? 

(6) Is it a fact that the remarks of Mr. Keays concerning the middle- 
men and wholesale vendors are an accurate statement of the present 
>tate of affairs? 

»<•) Will the HitiTble the Member Im* pleased to state what steps the 
fjovernment are piopo'^in^ to take in (»rder to deal with this evil? 

id) Are the (Tovernment consideriiifr the desirability of appointiufr 
a committee, consisting' (»f officials and non-officials, to conduct a search- 
iiiff inquiry into tlie whole question of the sale of cocaine in Calcutta? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Hugh Stephenson): (OI t<» u/i (bKernment have seen Mr. Keays’ judg- 
ment and have a-^ked him for paiticuiar^ u\ the ae< usation which it con- 
tains. (hi receipt of these paiti<'tilais, (lovernmefit will eonsidtT what 
aetiim i> necessary, but they have no reusem to expect that their action will 
take the form su^(j:ested. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Will the Iloirhle Member W 

pleased to state whether these particulars eaiinot be feathered from the 
several judgements delivered by ^^r. Keays in c(Kaiiie cases? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No; that is our trouble. 
Regent Telephone system, 

*XLVIII. Dr, KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: u/) Will the llon’hle tho 
Member in charjfe of the Department of fVmiinerce Im* pleased to ^tate 
whether it is in the contemplation of the (ioveniment to make over the 
Government Telephone lines to the Benpd Telephone Company? 

(b) If so, when did it first meur to the Government to moke the^ 
thanjre? 
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(c) What has been the outlay by the Government on their Telephone 
lines and what has been the income derived from this source? 

(d) What is the amount that the Bengal Telephone Company intends 
paying to the Government for such transfer? 

(e) Are the Government going to derive any material benefit out of 
such transaction? 

(/) If so, wliat would be the nature of such benefit? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact that the public are 
etrongly opposed to the control of public utility services by company 
maiiageinent and tf) the granting of monopolies to a private company? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the HonHila 
Mfi T* EniOrtOn)S (a) to (f) The Regent Telephone system is under the 
control the (iovernment of India. The Bengal Government have no 
information on these prnnts. 

(g) The extent to which the view referred to is held by the public 
is not known to Government. 

Introcluotion of elective system in Bogra District Board. 

*XLIX. Bahu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Dejiartment of liocal Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to stale when the elective sy.stem was introduced 
in the Bogra District Board? 

(b) Is there any Ix)cal Board in the said district? 

(c) If the answer to ib) is in the negative, will the llon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state how the elective system has been fouml 
working there? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-COVERN- 
ME NT (tha Hon'bla Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of 
Nadia): un As stated in notifica(i(»n No, 75b L.S.-G., dated the 17th 
February, 1822, which was published in page 354 of Part I of the 
Calcutta G(i:rtte, datwl the 22nd February, 1922, the elective system 
was introduced in the Bogra District Board with effect from the for- 
mation of the present Board. 

(h) The member is referred to Form No. I (B) of the re'wjiution on 
the working of District Boards for the yei\r 1923-24 from which it will 
appear that there are two I/3cuI Boards in Bogra. 

(c) This question does not arise 

Donald Conimittaa Report. 

a. Bahu iUDARSAN CHAKRAVORTYs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to 
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state iiatliar the committee appointed by a resolution, dated the 20th 
June, 1924 f to advise on the scale of pay of the Exei'utive and Judicial 
Servicee of Bengal and presided ovjr by the Hon’ble Mr. Donald was 
a public committee? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble the 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of — 

(0 the report of the D/inald Committee, and 

(ii) any note or notes of dissent with all aunexures that might have 
been siibmited by the iuemlK*rs of the Donald Committee? 

(r) Is it a fact that the question of employing Sul>-I)eputy ('ollei'- 
tors on revenue and other works, which are now ordinarilv entrusted 
to Deputy Collectors, is under consideration of the (Government ae 
etaied in the prese cofurnuunjuv on the Donubl Ueport published on 
10th July. 1925? 

(d) If the answer to (c) in the affirmative, are the (lovernment 
considering the dt‘sirability of iinreasing their pay as well? 

(c) Will the Ilon'ble the Member be plea.sed to hluti* on what 
grounds of logic and e(]uity it has been found unnecessary to readjust 
the pay of the SulMirdinate ('ivil Service (although readjustment on 
duty basis was contemplated by the (iovenimeiit in their renolution 
appointing the Donald Committee for the purpose), but it has lieen 
found desirable to entrust the service with additional works which 
formed part of the ordinary duties of a service drawing much higher 
pay ? 

{/) Will the IlorCble the Member be pleased to state the names of 
the f ff’cers of the Subordinate (’ivil Service with judicial and revenue 
p(»w ei.s w’hich they are exendsing, and the pay each sut h officer is 
drawing? 

(g) Is it a fact that, although attenqits were made, no demarcation 
was made as to the duties of the Hengul and Sulxirdinate ('ivil Services? 

(h) Is it not a fact that high official authorities stated before the 
Islington Commission that duties of the Bengal Civil and Sulxirdiuate 
Civil Services are alike and jiracticully indistinguishable? 

(i) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of amal- 
gamating both the Services on the basis of duty? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlila Sir Hugh Stephenson): {a} and [h> A copy with notch of diswMit 
is laid on the LiVirarj' table. 

(c) and id) The statements contained in the communique are 
accurate. 

(c) Government are not prepared to give ^ answer to this hypothe- 
tical question. 


17 
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(/) The member is referred te the current issue of the Qiiarterl^r 
Civil List. 

(^) No. The member is referred to the resolution No. 1646 
A. — I)., dated the 21st June, 1920. 

(/i) The member is invited to refer to the report of the Islington 
Commission which has been .published. 

(/) No. 


Appointment of Muhammadans to the poets of Sub-Inspector of 
Calcutta Polioe. 

*LI. Mr. M. DAUD: ia) With reference to the reply given on the 
Tth January, 1925, to my starrcMl (juestion No. IV, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of tlie Police l)(‘partment be pleased to- state 
whether the vacancy created on the discharge of one newly recruited 
Muhammadan Sub-Inspector in the (.’alcutta Police Fonre was finally 
filled up by a Muhammadan from amongst the thirteen Muhammadan 
candidates? 

(fj) If the answer to (//) is in the negative, will the TIon’ble the 
Member be j)leased to state tlie reasons \\hy a Muhammadan vacancy 
was not filled up by a Muhammadan candidate? 

(c) Is it a fact that the vacancy was pro])osed to be filled up by a 
Hindu (‘andidate who is a near relative of a Hindu Inspector of the 
Calcutta Police Force? 

(d) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of appointing 
Muhammadan candidates in future to fill up Muhammadan vacancies? 

Thi Hofi’Me Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(6) Of the Muhammadan iandidates available, one only was con- 
sideretl to come up to the standard desired, and he was selected for 
appointment, but had subsequently to be rejecteil as he could not pass 
the medical examination. 

(c) The vacancy was ultimately filled up by a Hindu candidate 
who is a son-in-law of an Iiispecdor of the Calcutta Police. 

(d) Government intend to appoint Muhammadans to not leas than 
one-third of the vacancies among Sub-Inspectors when qualified! 
Muhammadan candidates are available. 

Maulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; Will the Hon ble the 

MemWr W pleased to state whether at the present moment there ai-e no 
Muhammadan caiMlidates available for posts of Sub-Inspector of the Cal- 
cutta Police? 



W2&.| QUESTIONS. W 

TlMI fion’llte Sir HUGH STEPHENSON S The report of the Coitimie* 
eioner Police is to the effect that he caDoot pet sufficient qualified 
MuhammadaD candidates for the post.s of Sub-InsjHK'tor. 

MMlIvi MO: NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon hie the 

Member be pleased to diwt tliat these posts should l>e advertised so that 
suitable qualified Muhammadan candidates may come in Y 

The Hon’We Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; I am not quite sure what 
the practice is, but I think the vacancies are advertised in some form or 
other. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: K it a (|uaIification to 
be a son-in-law for pettinp an appointment 

Mr. PRESIDENT; ( tnW, order. 

Arrangements for aooommodation of visitors attending football matohee 
on the Calcutta Maidan. 

•Lll. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Is the Ilon’ble the 
Member in charpe of tlie Police Department aware that the public are 
put to trouble and inconvenience- in attending the football matches at 
the Calcutta Maidan owinp to inadequate manapement of the contrac- 
tor, Messr.s. Headwards & Co.? 

{h) Is it a fact that the said company penernlly sell more tickets 
than the actual sittinp accoinimahition in the proundy 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member awaie that many respectable pentle- 
men were put to trouble and baia.ssmeiit for want of proper arranpe- 
ments on the part of the authoritie.s on the day when the football match 
wjis played between ('alcutta and the Durham Lipht Infantry in the 
I.P.A. Shield competition? 

(d) Is it a fact that the sellinp hour of the tickets and alao the 
arraiipements for sellinp tlie tickets are not sufficient to meet the 
demands of a large crowd ? 

ie) Will the Hon’ble tlie Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considerinp the desirability of taking proper steps to 
remove the inconvenience of the jmblic in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The arrangements for 
stands at the Calcutta Football matches are in the hands of Mesara, 
Headwards & Co., who jirovide accommodation according to the 
ground space available. The only ground regarding which there haa 
been any complaint this year is the Calcutta Football Club ground 
where the maximum ground space has already been allotted! to the 
contractor and used by him. 

(h) No. 
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(c) On that day there was an unusually large number of spectators 
seeking admission to the enclosure. Those who failed to secure seats 
were naturally inconvenienced. 

(d) and (e) The arrangements for selling the tickel^ appear to be 
satisfactory ; it is the accommodation that is not sufficient to meet the 
demands of a large crowd. 

I may add that I understand the whole question of accommodation at 
football matches is now being discussed by the Commissioner of Police 
and the Indian Football Association. 

Ex-police-station Walia in Rajshahi cNstriot. 

Babu 8UDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (o) Has the attention 
of the Ilon’hle the Member in charge of the Police Department been 
drawn to the fact that the recent closing down t»f police-statjmi Walia, 
in the district of Itajshahi, has jdaced the residents of the villages 
of circle No. of that thana, within the jurisdiction of thana Harai- 
gruin, above 20 miles distant fnnn those villages? 

(6) Is the Hon’hle the Member aware that tliere is no easy means 
of communication between those villages ami tliuna Haraigram? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble tlie Member also aware that the roads leading 
to Buruigram from the said \illuges are inij)assahle during the rains 
and for a (‘onsiderable time thereafter? 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring 
those villages to the jurisdiction of thana Lalpur? 

Tlie Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHENSON: (n) Yes. This ledi tri. 
bution formed j)urt of the measures of retrenchment adojited in the 
Haj.shuhi district. An outpost force of one Assistant Sub-Inspei‘tor and 
four constables has, however, been lett at Walia. 

(b) and (r) Government have no precise information aboiit this 
route, but it is well known that rural communications are often defective. 

(d) The revision of these thana jurisdiction'^ was carefully consi- 
dert'd as a wliole and it is not proposed to make any further chanj:f> 
at present. 


Proposed Modtoal 8ohoo1 at Hoovrah. 

aiV. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: (o) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to spk‘if>" the schemes under the consideration of the Govern- 
ment for the establishment of medical schf)ol.s in the Presidency? 
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(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that a public meeting a*a« 
held tnine time ago at the Howrah Town Hall for the purj>o»e of 
devising means for the establishment of a medical school at Howrah? 

(c) Are the Government considerinc: the desirability of making a 
grant towards the proi>osal of the Howrah people? 

The Hcm’ble Maharaja.KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

Nadia* (a) The memher referred to the answer given to iinstarred 
question No. 7, a^^kcd hy Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy at this session. 

ih) Yes. 

(c) The position is stated in the rejdy to the (juestion askeil hy Balm 
Amulya Dhone Addy. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Agricultural, industrial and commercial education. 

92. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the ilon'hle the 
Memher in charge of the ])e[)artment of Agri(‘ultuie and Indnstrit s Im* 
j)leased to state what step^, if any, have been taken during the last 
three years and what further steps are proposed to 1w‘ tjiken duiing 
the cunent official year for the establishment and maintenance of — 

(i) agricultural scliools with farms; 

(it) industrial scIum)1,s with workshops; and 
(Hi} commercial schools with museums; 
in the several [xuls of Bengal? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon*ble Sir Hugh Stephenson): n) No ngrif ultural 
schooh were started during tlie last three years nor are any i»ropOhe<l to be 
started during the current year, A scheme for the o|K'ning of agri- 
cultural classes with farms or gardens in selected middle English and 
high English schools is under consideration. 

(ti) No industrial schools were establishtnl during the last three 
years. It is proposed to establish a silk weaving institute at Berliam- 
pore and a district weaving school at Suri during the current year. 
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(Hi) No new commercial schools with museums were opened during 
the last three years nor are any proposed to be opened during the 
current year. Govemment in the Education Department at present 
grant aids to seven commercial schools, and they are prepared to aid 
any approve<l scheme for founding such schools. 


Mail service to and from bhikancii. 

93. Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of ('ommerce aware that the mails from 
the Chikandi Sub-Post Office are carried through Domesha Station at 
a distance of about 5 miles from Cliikandi? 

(/>) Is the Hon^ble the Meml>er aware of the murder of a mail runner 
on the IX>meslia-Chikandi Road and of the conse<:|uent despatch of 
mails from the Chikandi Post OUiee at 4 

io) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware tliat the mail bags are 
re<eived in the Chikandi Post Office at about the same time and no 
time is left for urgent communic'atioiis by return of post? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the representations made 
to the Superintendent of I’ost Offices, Farid pur, in DecemW, 1924, 
for the improvement of the mail senice? 

(e) Is the HoiPble the Member aware that the exchange of mail 
bags generally tukes places in midstream with a country boat at the 
Domieslm Station? 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
whether the mail service is cai>able of improvement by exchange of mail 
bags at the Chikandi Station ? 

The Hon’Mc Mr. T. EMERSON: (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes, six years ago; but the hour of despatch is 4-45 p.m. not 
4 P.M. 

(c) The mails are timed to arrive at the Chikandi Post Office twice 
daily, namely, at G a.m. and at 2-45 p.m. 

(d) Yes. 

^e) Yei. 

if) It is understood that the postal authorities are discussing with 
the steamer authorities the possibility of arranging for the Up and Down 
Torpawa Expre^ steamers to call at Chikandi, so that mail bags may 
be delivered there and despatched from there. 
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Oonsumptiofi iif ofiiiiiii. 

94* MOHIHI MOHAN OA8s (n) Will the limrble the Member 
in chargf' of the DepoHment of Af 2 fnculture and Industriejs l>e pleased 
to state whether it is a fuet that the ('ouncil of the Tj€‘ague of Nations 
has prescribed 6 seers of ojiiuin to be ronsumed by each 10,000 iHMjple 
annually? 

(h) Is it a fact that one uiaund <)f opium is l>ein^ cousunn^d by each 
10,000 people within the municipal limits of the Dacca Municipality 
annually? 

(c) Is it a fact that each district town in Bengal consumes more than 
that prescril)ed by the Lea^rue of Nations? 

{(1) If the answer to (c) i^ in the nef^ative, will the Ilon’ble the 
Member l)e pleased to lay r>n the table a statement showinjr the quantity 
of o]>ium consumed in eacli district with its population? 

(e) Is it a fact that the (Tovernment has rationed the consumption 
of each o})ium shop in almost all the districts of Bengal? 

(/) Is it a fact that the (piantity rationed by (Government is in excess 
of that i)res(Til>ed by the Lea^me of Nations? 

(g) Is it a fact that the Excise Superintendents in almost all the 
districts permit tlie opium licensees to gei more opium than that fixed 
for each shop, when apj)Iied for, (Hcusionally ? 

(/i) If the answer to if) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state what is tlie object of rationinjf? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ami 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson): (a) The 

I^ea^nie of Nations ban laid down that (>(M) millijrrams per head per annum 
(equivalent to a little over 0 seers per 10,000 of the |K)pulati()n per annum) 
is the standard of legitimate eunsumption. It has not i>reserilH*d that that 
amount should l)e consumed, as the question seems to sujrgest. 

{h) The information is not availalile. The opium shops in Dacca 
supply the requirements of a larg“e area outside municipol limits. 

(c) As no fijfures of consumption in district towns are available, it 
is not possible to furnish the information asked for. 

(d) A statement showing: the figures for 1924-25 is laid on the table, 

(e) Yes. 

(/) In eight districts (including Calcutta) the quantity rationed, 
which is based on local demand, is in excess of the l.«eague of Nations 
standard. 

(g) No. No increase in allotment is made without the sanction of 
the Excise Commissioner. 

(h) The question does not arise. 
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SUUement referred to in the reply to clause (d) of unstarred question No, 94, 


Di>ytnct. 



Population in 
thousands. 

Actual oonsun 
opium in 1 





Seers. 

Burdwan 

••• 


1,438 

1,988 

Birbhum 



933 

565 

Bankura 



1,138. 

585 

Midnapore 



2,821 

4,043 

Hooghly 



1,080 

2,926 

Howrah 



802 

1,645 

24-Pargana8 



2,628 

5,499 

Calcutta 



1,350 

11,915 

Nadia 



1,487 

723 

Murshidabad 



1,262 

589 

J esHOro 



1,722 

509 

Khulna 



1,453 

685 

Dacca 



3,131 

1,086 

Mymenfiingh 



4,526 

668 

Farid pur * 



2,249 

458 

Bakarganj 



2,623 

1,326 

Chittagong 



1,611 

1,064 

Tipp(*ra 



2,743 

423 

Noakhali 



1,472 

203 

RajHliahi 



1,489 

335 

Dinajpur 



1,705 

467 

Jalpaiguri 



936 

377 

Rangpur 



2,5)07 

640 

Bogra 



9H3 

165 

Pabna 



1,428 

264 

Malda 



998 

810 

Darjeeling 



282 

179 


Filing of VakolitiNuiia or Agontnama in oartiffoala oaaes. 

95, SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ; i<i) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in ( harp-e (»f the Department of Revenue (Lund Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether in any distriet of Renjral, Vakalatnama or 
Agentnnma is neressary when filing a rertifirnte ease under section 7 of 
the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, lOLT (Ben. Act III of 1913)? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the names of these districts? 

(c) Is the Hoh’ble the Member aware that the filing of such Y'akalat- 
nama or Ageutnama causes hardship to the certificate debtors? 
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(d^ Is the Hon^ble the Member aware that the Cbllector of Tippera 
has dUcontinued this process, and that the certificate cases of that dis- 
trict are being* dealt with smoothly? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
this practice in other districts also? 

The Hon’ble Miharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Babiihir of 
NfldiftS (a) to (c) OovcrnBiont are not aware of the differeiue in j>ractico 
indicated in the questions, but will make impiiries. 

Alleged illegal charges by offloers of lancNorda. 

96t 8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (/;) AVill the llon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Departmeni of Hcvtunie (Jatrul Hcvenue) be 
pleased to .state whether it is a fact that the tahsil oflicers of the Inndlordit 
realize illegal charges from the tenants? 

(fj) Have the (ioveruiiuMit inadi* aJiy impiirv int(y the matter? 

(r) Are the (tovenimeiit (-onsidering the desirability of taking steps 
in this mattei ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNi8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia* It i** not ])ossibb‘ to giv(‘ a brief reply t4> so general a 
([uestion. 'I’he matt(‘r was ment!om*d in the Iteport on the Land 
Kevenue Administration of the ilengal Presidency for lb2d-2*l ami 
in Government's resijlution on the He|M»rt. 

(/>) No gemnal inquiry has been ma<le, but the fa<‘ts are usually 
asceitained in tin* conrse ot disliict Hettleinent o]»enitionft. 

tr) The question is vague. Government are not at present consiiler- 
ing the desirability of devising new metlnxls of pieveiiting the realiza^ 
tion of illegal charges from tenant'* by othcers of landlordH. 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the MemW 
be pleased to state whether he will <*onsider the (|uestion referred to in the 
answer to question i< ) when the Heugal Tenancy Aiiiemiment Hill is intro- 
duced ? 

The Hoffi*ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: I want m»tice ot this ((uotion. 


Maghi survey records of Chittagong. 

87. Mauivi AM AN AT KHAN: (fi) Will the Hon’ble the Mmber 
in charge of the Department of Kevenue (Land Revenue) lie pleased to 
state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to destr<iy all 
records of 1200 Maghi survey in the district oY Chittagong? 
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(b) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
correspondence is now passing between this Government and the 
Chittagfjiig oflScials suggesting destruction of the said Maghi Survey 
Eecord ? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: (a) and (h) No; on the contrary the Commissioner has submitted 
proposals for sorting the Maghi survey papers with a view to 2 )i*esen'ation. 

Muhammadan Assistant Jailors. 

98. Haji LAL MAHAMMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the l)ei)artment of lieveiiue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whfdher it is in the contemplation of the Government to reorganise 
the cadre of Jailors and Assistant Jailors in the near future? 

(b) Is it a fact that the pay and prospects of the above-mentioned 
officers are going to lx* revised with the result that some of the 
Assistant Jailors will l>e made Deputy Jailors with an increased scale 
of pay and others will Imj ma4le clerks? 

(r) If the answers to (a) and (/>) are in the affirmative, will the 
llon’ble the Memlx3r l^e pleased to state — 

(0 the numlM*r of Assistant Jailors who are to be elevated to 
the ranks of Deputy Jailors; 

(li) the i>ercentage of Muhammadans that the Government propose 
to include among those who will thus be j)romoted; and 

(in) whether the minimum peiventage of per cent, generally 
ol)8erved in other Goveniment offices with regard to the 
apiK>intment of Muhammadans will W maintaine*!? 

{(1) Is the llon’ble the Member aware that several Muhammadan 
graduates have, of late, entered the department as Assistant Jailors 
with the hope that their prospects will improve with the proposed 
reorganisation ? 

(f) Will their cases l)e considered before any such scheme is given 
effect to? 

Thu Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TERHEN80N: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) (i) Al)out d5. 

(c) (fi) and (lii) It is not proposed to fix any percentage. In 
•electing the Deputy Jailors, seniority and fitness for the duties of 
Deputy Jailors will be considered. 

(d) and (e) Three Muhammadan graduates hare been appointed 
as Assistant Jailors since 1922; they were told that their posts might 
be converted to those of jail cleihs if the proposed reorganisation of 
the service took place. 
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of soots for odinission into tho Prosidsnoy OoHsgOk 


M. Bobu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the H.m’ble th. 
Member m charge of the Department of Education be pleaae-l to the 
whether seats are kept re8erve<i for any class of candidates seeking 
admission into the Presidency College? 

(b) If so, how many out of the total numl>er admitted this year 
were kept reseiTed for — 

(0 Muhammadans; and 

(it) depressed classes? 

(r) On what principle was tlie reservation made? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-Ur-Rahim): {<t) jH*r eeut. of the seats availaVtle are 
reserved for Muhaiuinadan ('undidates p<»>M‘''sin^^ the refjuisitt* (pialifi* 
cations demanded, c/:., a pla(‘e hi^^h uj) in the first division. No seats 
are reserved for any other class f>f eandiilates, hut if any (jualified students 
of the depressed classes apply for admission, their cases re<‘eive special 
consideration. 

(/>) (t) First year classes — 51 out of 212 total admissions. 

Third year B.A. class 28 out (»f 110 total admissions. 

Third year B.Sc, class -11 out of 106 total admissions. 

(ii) Nil. 

(c) As stated on the 27th NovemWr, 1922, by the then Minister 
of Education in reply to a ([uestion asked by Babu Hem Chandra 
Bhattacharji, the jiolicy of (jovernment is to maintain a reasonable 
pro|>ortioii of Muhammadan students in (Government collepres. Twenty- 
five per cent, of seats are according'Iy resenefl for them. 


Financial asaistanca to raise the pay of teaohing etaff of eotioole. 

100. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY; Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Education W pleased to state 
what steps, if any, have l>eeu taken by the Government in rendering 
financial assistance to high, secondary* and primary schools in Bengal 
to enable them to raise the jiay of their teaching staff? 

Tha Hon*bla Sir ABD»UR«RAHIM; Government provided in the 
last budget 3 lakhs of rupees to increase the pay of teachers in high 
and secondary- schools. This sum is in process of distribution. 
Rupees 8,60,600 was provided for raising the jpay of teachers in primary 
schools. 
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Eligibinty of mn-Erahman eaate to atiponda for tamkrit odmaAion. 


101. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleaaed to 
Btate — 

(i) whether it is a fact that scholarships and stipends for Sanskrit 

tol education are not awarded to. any student belonging’ to 
the non-Brahman caste; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that a Eayastha student was refused such 

a scholarship in a Navadwip tol by the Sanskrit Association? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (0 No. 

(ii) The stipends which are uwarde<^l to students of Nyaya and 
Smriti at Navadwip are subsistence allowances. They are granted to 
students according to a long established piactice by the Adhyapakas 
of Nyaya and Smriti at Navadwip. The (juc.stion whether Kayastha 
students are eligible for the .'subsistence allowances in the subjects of 
Nyaya and Smriti reserved foi Navadwip tol.t, is under the consideration 
of the* Council of the Calcutta Sanskrit Association. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie the Mem- 
her he pleased to state whether it is a fact that a Kayastha student was 
refu.sed stipend in a Navadw ip tol and his representation was also refu.>ed 
consideration by the C^ilcutta Sanskrit As.soidation 

Th« Hon’ble Sir ABD UR-RAHIM: 1 want notii e of this question. 


Agrioultural farms. 

102. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Ilon'ble the Memlier in charge of the Heiiartiuent of Agriculture and 
Imhistries be pleaaed to state how many agricultural farms there are 
in the Presidency Division? 

(b) What steps, if any, have l>een taken in the matter of establish- 
ing an agricultural farm in the district of the 24-Parganas? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking into 
consideration the claims of the adjacent districts of Jessore and Khulna 
in selecting the site for a farm in the 24-Parganaa district? 

Tht Hon^bto lir HUGH BTEPHENBON: (a) There is only one 
Gorernment agricultural farm in the Presidency Division, vii., at 
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Berham^re. Besides this, there are two farms under the supervision 
of the Agricuhui-al Department, vi*. — 

(1) The Gosaba Farm in the Sundarbaus; and 

(2) the Khas Mahal Farm at Jessore. 

(fe) The matter is under consideration. 

(c) It is the policy of (iovernment to establish a farm in each 
district, as funds iK*rmit, Tn co-operation with local Imdies. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hie the Mem. 
l)er be pleased to state whether in the "clei'tion of u site for a funn in the 
24-Par^nnas district, '»uch a site will he selected as will nit*ei the re(juire.* 
inents of the districts of the 24-Parjranus, Khulna and Jessore!' 

Th« Hon’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: As T made it clear in answer 
to the (luestion, we propose eventually t(» have farms in every district; 
therefore it is not necessary to sele<‘t a >ite in one district with a view to 
the requirements of other districts. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the lion ble the Mem- 
her he pleased to state whether in the selection of sites, they \\ill have 
some regard to the convenience of the districts where they have no 
Government farms? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that not covered by the reply to your (luesticm 
(rl? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: No. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think so. 

Question of posting an I.M.S. offioer at Sorampore. 

103. Babu BARODA PROSAD DEY: {a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charf^e of the Department of Lmal Self-Government 
(Medical) l)e please<l to state why the Senimpf»n‘ stilxli vision, which 
is medically an independent district, is jmid <*nly visits of about 2 hours 
on 2 days in a week by the Civil Siir|z«*on slutioiieti at Hoofrhly? • 

(b) Is the Hoii’ble the MemWr aware that the subdivision of Seram- 
pore has gut seven municipalities and more than a dozen mills within 
its area? 

MEMBER in oliargoof DEPARTMENT of LOCAL^ELF GOVERN- 
MENT (MEDICAL) (ttio Hon’bla Mafiaraia Ksfiauniah Cfiamlra Ray 

Bahadur of Nadia); (a) There is a l)i ‘strict Jail at Hooghly, and from the 
medical point of view also Hooghly is a more important charge than 
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Serampore. For these reasons Seram pore, though medically an inde- 
pendent district, has been temporarily placed in charge of the Civil Sur- 
gef>n, Hooghly, pending arrangements for posting an I.M.S. officer to 
that station. 

According to the practice on previous occasions, only 2 visits a week 
are paid to Serampore by the Civil Surgeon, Hooghly, but he is avail- 
able to attend daily if his services are necessary. 

(h) Yes. 

Babu BORODA PR08A0 DEY: Having regard to the answer to 
question (//), is the Hon’ble the Member still prepared to hold that from 
.the medical point of view Hooghly is a more important charge than 
S(*rami)ore? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadias 1 have nothing to add to what is stated in my reply. 

Admission into Modioal College, Calcutta. 

104. Babu TARAK NATH MUKERilEA; Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government (Medical) 
be pleaded to lay on the table a htateineiit showing — 

(i) the total number of apj)li(*utions that were received this year for 

udmi.Hsion into the (’alcutta Medical College; 

(n) the number of students actually admitted in that college this 
year in the 1st year class; and 
(ill) bow many of them are — 

(o) Hindu, 

(h) Muhammadan, and 
(r) of other communities? 

The Hon’Me MetMraJa K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 

Nadia: A statement (fi'iuR the itiformiUion asked ior is laid on the 
table. 


• Statnnent referred to tn the reply to ynstarrel question Yo. 104. 

(i) The total number of applications that were received this year 
for admission into the Calcutta Medical College~-996. 

(ti) The number of students actually admitted in that college this 
year in the 1st year clasa— 120. 

(m) (rt) Hindus — 92 

(6) Muhaminudans — 28 

(r) Candidates of other communities — Nil. 
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Nriod of torvioo of Roi Puma Chandra Lahiri Balwdiir. 

108. Mauivi NAJMUOOIN AHMED: (a\ Will the Hon'ble the 

MemW in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Rai Bahadur Puma Chandra Lahiri has completeil the 
requisite period of service for pension? 

(6) Is it a fact that sopietime ago he swore an affidavit stating that 
his age was 3 years less than what had been entered in his service 
book? 

(i ) ill the Ilnii |)le the Member be pleased to stale whether it is 
the practiie of the (government to accept such affidavits from officers 
who are on the point of retirement? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: («) If he retired now, he 
would have earned a j)ension, but not the maximum pension. 

{h) No. 

{(') I am not aware that the question of accepting or refusing such 
an affidavit has arisen. 


Pecuniary Jurisdiction of munsifs’ oourtt. 

106. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Hus the uttemion 
of the Hon’ble the Afemlwr in charge of the Judicial Department been 
drawn to the fact that the price of land has immeusureahly risen siiicc 
the time when the pecuniary jurisdiction of the court of a niunsif was 
fixed at Hs. 1,(K)U? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that statistics prove the but 
rliat the judiciary in Bengal wre now very keen about the adequate 
Miluation of lands and that the (|uestion of eourt-fee and pecuniary 
jurisdiction is not infrequently raised by them svo iuotu, although the 
jiarties choose to keep silent over the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Meml>er aware that the District Judge of 
Tippera has issued a circular laying down a scale of valuation of 
different kinds of lands for the guidance of the subordinate judiciary? 

id) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that in consequence of the 
facts mentioned above, the jurisdiction and scope of the munsifs^ 
courts are being automatically curtailed, the result lieing that suits 
formerly triable by a inunsif have now liecome triable by a court of a 
Subordinate Judge? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking hhcK 
steps as may be necessary' for raising the pecuniary jurisdiction of the 
munsifs' courts and investing them with power to try suits up to the 
value of Rs. 3,0(K)P 
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(/) Has the Hon'ble the Member considered the fact that the reform 
will result in economy not only to the litigant public but 
also to the Government? 

MEMBER in charge of dUOICI AL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Bir 
AbiMir.Rahifn): (a) to (c) No. 

(//) Any substantial rise in the price of land will have the result 
indicated. 

(e) The question of raising the pecuniary" jurisdiction of the 
inuiisifs’ courts has been raised by the Civil Justice Committee and is 
at present under consideration. 

(/) Economy may result, but it cannot be the sole consideration. 


Faridpur Railway Station. 

107. Mr. 8YED M. MASIH. («) With reference to the reply 
given to my starred question No. XXV 111 on the 25th January, 1924, 
will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Public 
Works (Railways) lie pleased to state whether the Railway Company 
has siiK'e made any move in that direction? 

(h) If not, are the Government considering the desirability ot 
drawing the attention again of the Railway authorities to the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (RAIL- 
WAYS) (the Hon’ble Mr. T. Emerson): The Railivay admini>tration 

have made enquiries regarding probable sites, and they hold that the 
site of the present station is not suitable for a new pucca station. 

(U) The Railway administration propose to defer the construction 
ot a new station till finality is reached regarding the construction of a 
new line from Faridpui to Charmaguria. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Will the Hou'ble the Member be 
pleased to state that if the construction of a new line fi-om Faridpur to 
Charmaguria be decided upon, the steamer line to Goalundo will l)e 
abandoned ? 

The Hon’bla Mr. T. EMERSON: If the lloirble memWr likes, 1 can 
get the information fi'om the Railway Department for him. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY; Before it is finally decided^ will the 
Hon’ble the MemlH*r Ih+ pleaded to state whether public opinion will be 
consulted? 

The Hon'bic Mr. T. EMERSON: That is also a matter for the Rail- 
way Department. 
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Mwinri of Dlilfiot toortfs ami HoiiloiiMilltloii 

10$ Mr. SYEO M. MASIHS Will the Hou'ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government l)e pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing in each District Board and munici- 
pality for 1925 — 

(t) the total number of meinlnjrs; 

(iV) the numWr of elected mem1>ers ; 

(Hi) the numl)er of nominated members; 

(n?) the numl>er of Muhammadan elected membei’s; and 

(r^ the numl)er of Muhamma<ian nominated meml)ersy 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: The time and labour involved in furnishing the infornmiinn 
reejuired would in the opinion of (toveriiment W disproportionate to its 
value. 

The member is however referred to Form 1 (A^ and Form 1 of the 
resolutions on the working of Distrirt Hoards and nninicipalities for the 
year ll>2d-24, which sliow the total mimher of members ns well as the 
numlier of elected and nominated niemhers of District Boards and 
municipalities, respectively, as (hey st<M»d at the end of the year 
l92d-24. Appeiolix G to the resolution on the working of Districl 
Boar<ls shows tln‘ tfital number <»f Muhammadan members of eardi 
District ihjard. Similar information in regard to municijiahlies is not 
published in the Municipal Kesolution. 

Deputy and 8ub-Deputy Colteotore. 

108. Babu BEJOY KRI8HNA B08E: to) Is the Hou’hle the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department aware that^here 
exists a feeling of distress amongst the Sub-Deputy t’ollectors at th® 
triennial incremental scale of Bs. 25 in the existing wale of their pay, 
and that they imwle a i-epresentatioii of their gjievanee to (he Govern- 
ment ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of changing 
the scale of pay of Sub-Deputy ('ollectors? 

(c) AV^ill the Hon ’hie the MemWr Ih^ pleased to state at what period 
of 8er\dce a Deputy and a Sub-Deputy Fcdlector, respei tively, reaches 
the salary of Rs. 400 

(d) What is the salary drawn by a Sub-Deputy and a Deputy Collec- 
tor in his 12tli and 18tb year, respec tively F 

(e) Do the Sub-Deputy Collectors, when employed in (be Settle- 
ment Kha« Mahal Butwara and Cess Revaluation, perform the same 
kind of work as the Deputy Collectors? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the lion ’hie the 
Member be pleaaed to state whether they dtaw the same allowance 
when employed in the above-mentioned s|)ecial works? 
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(ff) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of the Government to employ competent Sub- 
Deputy Collectors in some of the more important revenue work hitherto 
performed by the Deputy Collectors alone? 

The Hoil’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) A representation was 
made in 1922 urging Goveniment to recjonsider their decision regarding 
the triennial tenii of increments. Government are aware that the ser- 
vice would prefer more rapid increments. 

(fj) No. 

(r) A Deputy Collector in the 7th year and a Sub-Deputy Collei*- 
tor in the 25th year. 

00 A Sub-Deputy in his 12' h y>Hr draws Rs. 275; a Sub-Deputy 
in his 18th year draws Us. 825; a Dej>uty Collector in his 12th year 
draws Us. 5(K); a Deputy (^dlector in his 18th year draws Us. G50. 

(f) The duties are similar in kind, hut the more responsible charges 
are fille<l by Dejnity C’olhM'tors. 

(/) Where allowam^es are j»aid tor these duties the allowances vary 
in relation to the res|Muisibilitv involved. For settlement duty a 
Deputy (^)l lector <lraws Us. lOtl and a Sub-Dej)utv C(»llec*tor draws 
Us. 50. 

(//) The matter is undei consideration. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Having r<*gaTd to the reply given 
to(|uestion (r) will the Hon bb* the Member in charge of the Appointment 
Depaitment Iw* pleased to give his reasons for saying “ No ” in aiHwer to 
question (5)? 

TM Hontlla Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 congratulate the Meml>er 
ill gtdting in in argument in the form of two questions. 1 understand 
the hoiFble memlH*r is arguing that be(‘ause a Deputy (%dlector receives a 
certain pay in a certain year and the Sub-Deputy C»dlecti»r gets the .Hume 
pay in a different year, then*fore that is the reHs<»n why (lovernment should 
consider the desirability of approximating the scale »»f pay of Sul)- Deputy 
t\)llectors to that <if Deputy (Ndlectors. If that is so. that is exactly 
where Government differs in opinion fi'om him. 


AiRiiintiMiit of MuhiiiiiiiMltii mmgort of Court of Wardi’ Eatatoo. 

110« Mouivi PAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: b?) Will the 
Hoirble the MemW in charge of the Department of Revenue (l^and 
Revenue) W pleaseil to lay ou the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many posts of manager and sub-manager of the Court 
of Wards' estates have fallen vacant in the Dacca Division 
since the creation of the department ; 



QIJESTTONS. m 

(fii^ how mmy of them have been driven to Muhammadaixs ; and 
(t^) .the number of poste of manager and sub-manager if any, 
vacant at present? 

(6) Will the Hon^ble the Member be pieaseil to state whether the 
Oovernment are considering the desirability of apjHjinting Muham- 
madans to any vacant posts in order to reach the |>er<‘eutage allotted to 
.\f tthammadans ? 

Thi Hoii*ble Mahiraja K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Saliitfiir 

of Nadia: (<i) (i) and (iV) No record has l>een kept of the uuml)er of 
rmancies and the information cannot lx* given. 

(f/i) None. 

{h) The question does not orist*. Apinuntmeuts are ordinal ily 
made by the Court of Wards. 


Condition of roads within Chittagong Municipality. 

111. Mr. B. J. CORCORAN: (a) Will the HoiChle the Meml>er 
in charge of the Department of I^m*u 1 SelMioverniiient lx* pleased to 
state vliether the general deterioration of the roads in the t 'hiita>i(»iig 
Municipality during the last five years has lxx*n brought U) his noiiie? 

^h) A?c the (lovernment (‘(rnddering the desirability of instituting 
an enquiry into the cause of the*x* <lepIonihle eonditions and of (‘ailing 
U[)on the Municijiality to improve the roads? 

The Hon’bfo Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (o) The reply is in the negative. 

(h) Government will bring tin* matter to the notice of the muniei- 
j)al eommissioners and ask for a report. 


Cocaine traRIc in Cafoutta and elsewhere. 

112. Bahu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’hle the MciiiIxt in charge of the Holier Dej)artment lxx*u drawn 
to the judgment of Mr. Keays, the Additional Ghief Presidency 
Magistrate of ('alcutta, Northern Division, dated the 13th January, 
1925, in the case of Emperor cerjn/jr Dhireiidra Nath Das, in which he 
makes the, following observations regarding ccx'aiiie traffic in Calcutta, 
viz. : — 

(i) that in certain parts of Calcutta cix-aine is sold practically 
openly ; 

(tt) that the system has grown up of the cocaine dealers employing 
the scum of society to sell for them ; 
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(tit) that the middlemen and the wholesale cocaine dealers ate per- 
fectly well known and their names frequently mentioned in 
my court; and 

/tv) that I have little doubt that the proportion of Calcutta crime due 
to cocaine-eatinp is not negligible? 

(h) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Commissioner of 
Polio/e, Calcutta, and by the Government to keep down cocaine-eating in 
Calcutta P 

(r) In this connection has the attention of the Hon’ble the Member 
been drawn to the serifiUH allegations made against some members of 
the Calcutta Police in the press on dune bih, and July 4th, 1925, in 
connection with the ccnaine traffic in Calcutta, stating specifically and 
categorically the names of the cocaine- and gambling-dens, the names 
of police-stations within which they are located and the amount of 
hush money j)aid to the police? 

(f/) Has any emjulry been made into the truth or otherwise of these 
allegations? 

(c) If so, by whom w’as the eiujuiry made? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be ])1eased to state fully the 
resuli of such an en(|iiirv? 

(//) What action, if any, has been taken after the en(]uirv? 

(/f) What is the result of the action taken? 

(t) Is it a fact that one Wali Muhammad, an orderly of Babu 
Raghubirlal Mehta, officer in charge of Maniktula thana, made a state- 
ment in the latter part of 1924 before the Assistant Commissioner and 
the then offifdating Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Bhupendra Nath 
Banarji, in which he named various officers of both superior and 
inferior ranks who were in receijit of regular “ hush ” money from 
a eocaine- and gambling-dens in Baginnri within the Mnniktala ihana 
jurisdiction? 

0) Will the Honide the Member be pleased to lay a copy of the 
statement referred to in (f) on the table? 

(k) When was the statement brought to the notice of the Government? 

(/) What enquiry, if any, has Wn made? 

(m) What action, if any, has l)een taken againat the officers 
implicated P 

(n) Are the Government considering the desirability of snaking a 
full and exhaustive statement on the whole question of cocaine traffic 
in Calcutta and other parts of Bengal? 

TIltHaiPbIt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Yes. Government have 
aeen an extract from the judgment which appeared in the press at the 
end of July, 
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(^) \ery numerous iirasecutions have been instituted and a large 
number of |>eople have been convicted. The subject is reieiviug close 
atieitiioii from the Excise and Police Departments. The member will 
understand that it is not in tlie public interest to distdose details of 
methods. 

(c) Yes. 

(tl) to [h) I have ascertained from the ("ominissioner of Police that 
many of the [daces mentioned, or places which are evidently referrcnl 
to, although not accurately descril»ed, are places well known to the 
|K)lice, some of them have bee n trec|ueiitly raidc‘d. The raiding (»f these 
dens is not such a simple affair, us is suggested, that is to say, it is 
not the case that ccKaine can always Im' found or [uirchased at the house 
of a person who is reasonably ludieved to la* engaged in the traffic*. 
The allegations abont bush inc.ne> an* obviously such us (*au ncitber 
be proved nor disproved, but I may say that it is iuicmceivable that it 
<‘ould be rc'inunerati VC* feu* any one to pay tbc' large sums wbicb have* 
l>een mentioned. 

ii) to ini) Wall Muhammad made a statement of (be kind indi- 
cated in December, l!t:>-|. It lias come to (be notice cd Government, on 
em|uir\ being made* with refc'iemc* to this cpiestion. The circumstances 
in which lie made* this >tatc*ment acre as fcdlows : He was under 
trial for assaulting a sliopkccpcu* when attempting to extort a brihe. 
While his c.cse was pc*nding, be made the stat<*ment referred to. H»* 
declined to gne any help in substantiating bis story unless the case* 
in which he was a< c usc>d was drc»|>ped, and this uas refuscMl. In lhe.se 
circumstance', his statement was entitled to no credit and no further 
action was taken on it, and (beverninent are not [uepiired to lay on the 
table* a statement wluch ccmtaiiis accusatiems whic’li are utterU 
iinsubstanf iat<*d 

in) The (juc*.stions whieli leave l)c»en asked have elic*ilc*d all the 
information which I have* to give for the present. Government are 
fully alive to the importance of putting a stop to this traffic. 


** Vakalatnima ** or agefitnama in oaKifioata oasat. 

113. Khan Bahadur Kazi ZAHIRUL NAQ: («) u the Hou ble 

the Memb*?r in charge of (he Hevenue Department (Land Revenue) aware 
(hat the Collector of Tipfwra, with a view to miniinise the cost of certifi- 
cate c*as<«8, filed on behalf of the (\»urt of Wards’ estates for the rmivery of 
the arrear rents from the tenant. \ haa diw»niintted the practice of 
requiring vakalatnama or aifvnitutma in such cases f 

(h) Is it a fact that this has resulted in considerable loss of Gov- 
ernment revenue F 
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(c) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of extending a 
similar procedure to all other districts of this province for the relict 
of certificate debtors? 

The Hen'hle Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (a)^ (h) and (c) Government are not aware of the facts stated 
in the (luestion, hut will make inquiries. 

dettlemeiit of certain ** Jalkare 

114. Babu HEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR; Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Uevenue Department l>e pleased to state 
when and on what terms, and with whom the jalhant attac hed to the 
following tauzis were settled by Government, namely: 

(j) Dacca (^ollectoiaie.' (a) pargana Mamudt)ur, tauzi Nos. 104 
and 105; (/;) pargana Baikaiithapur, tauzi No. 8092; 

(ii) Furidpur Odlectorate. — pargana Baikaiithapur, tauzi No. 5509 
(jalkar l*ra<*huiidatiuda, Bhubaneswar Juri, Padmaliati 
Nadi); and 

{Hi) Pabmi (’ollectorate. (a) jiarganu Islampur, tauzi No, 104; 
(5) pargana Molmrak, tauzi No. 0*‘t01 (jalkar l^jial, Nadi 
Padmahati, Nadi Bhulmneswar) ? 

The Hon’Mo Mahoraja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadia: The two jalkart named in tlie (juestion were included in the 
Permanent Settlement of the estates to which they appertained. A 
reply cannot lie given about other jalkars unless the names are given. 

Tima for disposal of non-ollioial business. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I have it in command from His 
Excellency the Governor to deliver the following message in reply to 
a jietition received by me from 2(* memliers for extra time for the dis- 
posal of non-offi('ial hirsiness. VV'ould hon'ble members kindly rise in 
their places while 1 deliver the message from His Excellency? 

[All the members stood up.] 

1 Hilt not prepared t<i grant an extra day for non-official buainesfi alone, but 
aa I understand that an extra day is required for Government buHineas, 1 allot 
Friday, the 21st, for this purpose, and at the end of Government business, non- 
official busim^HN may, os a special concession, be taken up. 

Sd. LYTTON. 

[The members then resumed their seats.] 

Tima for the balloling of tha Btaiidjiig Committaei. 

Mr. PRB8IIIENTI The members of Council are reminded that 
balloting for the remaining 6 Standing Committees takes place to- 
morrow between the hours of 1-55 and 2-55 r.M. 
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Biljll AKHIL CHANDRA OATTAs On a jioiiit of oi*dor, Sir, art 
we to understand that henceforth whenever any messafre from Mia 
Exedlency the Governor is coiniuunirated to the Coum‘il, we are 
expected to remain standing?? 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is the rule in all other Councils in 
India. 

Bobu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Was it so in this ('ouncil? 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Never iiiiiiil. 

Bobu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Then that is a new introduc- 
tion, so far as this CouiK'il is conc erned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order.. 


Resolutiofis 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Grant to the Calcutta University. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: H< dore nioviii^^ the rescdution 
which stands in my name, I shonld formally ask for leave to modify 
slightly tin* s<*cond part <d it. I ^,m\e notice of the amendment and 
the Secretary to this Council wrote to me in reply that the President 
had i>ermitted me to modify the second iHutioii. As modificMl the reso- 
lution stands thus: 

This (\iuncil recommends to the* (Government 

(i) that a recurring giant cd Its. d,(K),fKM) he aniniuliy made to the 
Calcutta Cinversity from the coiiimememeiit of the current 
>car, in order tf» enahle the CniverNity to continue jmihI. 
graduate studies and lesean h ; and 

(n) that a supplementary demand of Its. l,(Kh()()h Int forthwith 
brought up before this Council to provide the grant for 
the current year.” 

As this question of the demand for a recurring grant of Us. 3 lakhs 
to the Calcutta University stands in the name of many of my friends 
here, I do not think it necessary to go at length into this matter. I 
shall only indicate briefly the TTniversity fKiint of view with regard to 
this question. This question received anxious (consideration at the 
hands of the Senate recently for 5 afternoons, aggregating a total period 
of about 20 hours. As a result of that cctnsideration the University 
has asked the Government for a recurring grant of R«. 3 lakhs. There 
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wa» a email minority in tlie Sonata vho wanted to propose the reduc* * 
tion of the stuff in a certain number of subjects, but that projKJsal was 
negativeil by a very large majority, 30 voted against it find about Id 
only voted for the reduction, and the original proposal of the majority 
was carried by 35 against 5. The financial result of the proposal of 
the majority was wautinised by the Board of Accounts in the Univer- 
sity, and the Board of AccouiiIh came to the conclusion that in the 
next 5 years there would be an average deficit of about Rs. 2,91,0(M) 
or in round figures about 3 lakh'* of rupees. The minority, of whom 
Mr. Oaten was one, and who wanted to reduce the staff in a certain 
number of sul)je<rtN, were prepared t<j ask Government for Its. lakhs, 
so that the question now is only with regard to Its. 50,000, and it does 
not swm tf) me, in view of the grant made annually, not only by this 
Government hut also l)y odier Governments to other universities, that 
this demand of the (;alcutta University is extravagant. I find that tl»e 
Government of Agra and Gudh makes an annual grant of Its. lakhs 
to the Lucknow University, and a grant of Rs. T lakhs to the Allaha- 
l»ad University. The Government of Biirmu made a grant of alniut 
Rs. 0 lakhs last year to the Burma University, and this (joveriiment 
has made a recurring grant of Rs. hj lakhs to the sister university of 
Dacca. 

The second part of tlie resolution brings before the Uouiicil the 
question tliat the rei urring grunt for this year should l>e paid down 
without delay. It may lx* remembered by this House tliat in Murcli 
last the House voted fi»r a grunt of Its. 2 laklis to the (^alcutta Uni\er- 
siiy, hut that amount has not >et been jiaid. 1 ask that that amount 
should now he pai<l ; and that in addition, u su]>plen)entary deiiiiind for 
another lakh he brought up before the Uouncil early so that the total 
amount of Rs. 3 lakhs he made over to the (’alcutta University without 
delay/ 

;> Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA R0Y:(l beg to move that this (’ouncil 
recommends to the (uiverninent that provision Iw made in the supple- 
mentary budget as well as in the budgets of the succeeding years for 
un annual grant of Rs. 3, (Ml, (MM) t(» meet the re<'iirring deficit of the 
Uulcutta University in accordance with the finding of the Senate while 
ctmsidering the reimrt of the Post-graduate Reorganisation Uommittee. 

In speaking on this resolution, 1 shall make an attemjit to draw 
U|H)U the fund of patience t»f membtu's of the Uouncil becn-use I owe it 
to myself as a humble worker of tlie University, I owe it to the mem- 
Iwrs of thia (^ouncil to put the whole ciise. of the Calcutta University 
as clearly as 1 can before them. In the first place 1 shall draw the 
attention of members of this Council to two jwrtions of my resolution, 
the first being thai provision be made in this year and succeeding years, 
and the second imiut that provision should be for Rs. 3 lakhs. 1 shall 
try to dilate u]Hm these {>ortions of my resolution so as to make it clear 
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resolution is asking no wore and no less than what is essential 
if wa^ire to carry on the work of the University properly. In the first 
placa wy first reason for asking for a recurring grant is the same as 
the one I put forward when I was moving my amendment for referring 
the Uacoa University Bill to a Select Committee. 1 made it clear tlieu 
that if any University is to run efficiently, the teachers and the staff 
should have some permanency ot tenure, some pro8[>ect in view, and 
they should work in an atmosphere of certainty. If this jKisitioii is 
essential to carry on the work ot any institution, then it is doubly 
essential that this i)osition of certainty should Iw present in any Uni- 
versity, bei^ause if the work is ineffic ient, it hurts not cmly the teachers 
but the taught; therefore a recurring grant is essential, if we are to 
have efficient teachers as well as projierly educ'ated students. My 
second point for asking for a recuiriug grant is that without a certainty 
of income it is impossible for the University to make any plans for 
the future. It is tiue that on three occasions the Bengal (lovernment 
had given to the University C'ertuiii j^huk of money, hut that was to 
meet the deficits at the end of a financial year. No arrangement can 
be made on what may turn out t(» Im‘ a mere promise and n<d an 
effective promise. May I further remind the House that the Univer- 
sity is not like (fovernmeut that it cun lai.se additimuil taxation in 
order to meet tlie necessities of the situation. Tht‘ only taxation that 
the University can resort to is to increase the fees of the students for 
the different examinations and also to a certain extent iiicrwise the fees 
of the students of tlie I*ost-graduale Departments. Even to do so 
wcKild recjuire the sanction of the (foveriiiiieiit and I may inform the 
House that on many occasions* the University was prejiured to fac« 
this is.sue — to face the unpopularity whic'h the University would have^ 
to meet if they wanted to inc rease the fees of students hut the (lov- 
enimeut refused. 

My third reascui is the attitude of the Government. In order to 
put it c learly l>efore the House, I shall have to gc> lmc‘k, as shortly 
as I can, to the jiast history ot the development of Post-graduate 
Departments. In the year 1912 His Excellency Jxud Hard inge said in 
his convcKi'ation spf*ech on the Kith of Marcdi 1912: 

I cannot regard the prcNent fiiciitties for higher studiea am at all auffirient. 

It is very in>[Hirtant that it nIiouIcI turn out good M.A's. in Mufficient numbe^r; 
otherwise it will be difficult to find capable lecturers for our ccdleges or to provide 
adequately for research. Impressed by these considerations which are not tiiecutiai 
to the (Calcutta Viiiversity, and rf;m«ml>ering the stirring words which His Imperial 
Majesty addresscKl to the nierab<*rs of our ^nate^ the Govornnient of India have 
decided to make a solid advance in the direction of teacrhii^ and residential 
Universities. Th^ have allotted a recurring grant of Ra. 65,flW a year, for the 
appointment of rniversity Professors and Ijc^orers. 

That wm the starting pciiiil of the Post-graduate Department and, 
may I add, principally of the financial embarassment of the University. 
In the same year Sir Tarak Nath Pulit gave a donation of Hs. 15 lakhs 
to the University. The University felt that a new life had come over the 
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country, that the Government wm Kitting more sympathetic to the 
edutrational needs of the province and therefore they applied on the ^)th 
of Dec'emher, 1912, for finanf ial aid in order to make up for the deficit 
which any w heine of post-graduate teaching would imply. On the 14th of 
January, 1913, the reply <ame from the Government of India which 
said — 

The Oovcrnineat of India are not awarc' what granta, if any, they will he 
able to aHaiaii for edueatton during; the eiiauinf; financial year. The requeata of the 
Calcutta UniverMity will receive coiiKideration in conjunction w^ith the claima of 
other Universitiea and of other hranchea of e<lucation. 

The riiiversily wan not to he duunte<] and they applied again on the 
4th of Getoher, 1913, to which a reply < ame on the 23rd December, 1913, 
whh'h said— 

when funds are uvuiluhle, the request of the University for further grants for 
higher teaching will l)e considered in conjunction with other demands. 

On the 13th of March, UnT), another uppliiation was made to the 
Ooverniiieiit of India. No reply was given for 2h years. On the 9th 
August, 1917, (he OoviMiiineiit of India said — 

the (ioveriiineitt oi iiuliu propo.sc to deter <‘onsi(lerutioii ot the que.sLion of grunting 
financial ussistatuv in this contusiion to the University, pending rweipt of the 
reconiinenrlatioiis of the proposal Calcutta I'nivcrsity C-ominission 

On the Kith of December, 19|H, laud (3ielmsford, as (3iancellor of 
the rniversity, said in this very hall, in his convocation address — 

if the Commission were iinniiinious in their main re<-onimendations, he would lose 
no time in giving etfiM l to them. 

t Sir, (N)iinniHsion has come and commission has gone and many of (he 
otlter rniversities except (he Oab-utta T'niversity, for which (diviously 
the commission was instituted, have henefited by it ; (be (’ab utta Tniver- 
sity remuitis where it was and 1 iiiiglit sav with the poet “ Tutnt ja fimirn 
tumi nv timita ^c., you are in the same darkness as before. Hut the 
University was not to be daunted, they went on to the Government of 
India while they held the reins of (he University and they applied on the 
31st March, ltt2(), to w hich I am glad to say no reply has been vouchsafed 
to the (Vlcutta University even up till to-day. The Heiigul Government, 
which stepped into the shoes of the Government of India was applied to 
on the r>th of February, D>21, and the 15fb February, 1922. I shall not 
burden the memory <»f the members of the (Viuncil with further dates, 
because our applications are legion. Hut no rec urring grant has yet 
been made to the Ualcutta University. The Heiignl Government has, it 
is true, as 1. have said before, made certain grants to meet liabilities in 
certain years, but for the last 12 years the iwurrenf grant has remained 
as it was in 1913. Sir, the great lil^eral statesman, the late Sir Surendra 
Nath Hanerjea, om^ said — 

the paili of tlie Briti&h t^vernnient in thin cKiuntry is strewn with broken promises 
and unfuttIUed pledget. 
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Tber^re my third reason for asking for a recurrent grant is this, 
that nfflierwise it is very difficult to know what is in the mind of the 
Govemluent at a particular moment. I do not hlaiue the Government 
Member in charge of Education. The education of the public of llengal 
is a charge on the Government and the Government has created a body 
so as to work under a constitution ft»r the purpose of carrying out this 
object. Therefore the ITniversity is the agent of the Goveriimeut for the 
purpose of education of the youths of Hengul. Hut it is difficult for any 
meinl)er of Government, unless he is in touch with the Univei-sity for a 
certain numl>er of years, to understand all the complexities of the situa- 
tion ; the system is such that there sits the MemWr in charge of the 
Department of Edmaition to-day and to-morrow he is tranK|M>rted to the 
//fl/Zf of the Governor of another provim-e; and what al)oiit his adviser, his 
secretary? He comes ia through this dtsir on the right and sitting in 
this chair on the right hand t«>-day, to-inorniw he sits in the middle and 
on the third day he goes (uit of this ('ham her to Ix^'oiiU' commissioner 
of a division. How can wc expect the Department of Government to 
understand the complexities of the denuinds of the (*aleutta Universily. 
(Hear, hear). 

Sir, my fourtli reason is e<iually ini[»ortunt f(»r asking for a recurring 
grant. The (iptimist tells us that things have (hanged, the old order 
has changed and an* t(dd that the power has ('onie fr(un Government 
to the pe<»ple, that the purse lies in the hands of the representatives of 
the people* in tlie (‘oum il and we aie living in the sunshine of deirnwruey. 
Therefore, Sir, if it is difficult for cuie nieinlier of the Government to 
understand the complexities of (he sifuation, it is even more difficult to 
make liundred memlH*i> of the legislature understand all the diffi('ulties)|| 
of the situation. Theiidore if the Vniversity is to come to the (k>uncil 
every year, if the rniveisity, as 1 said when I was tii4»virig iiiy amend- 
ment to the Dacca rniveisity Hill, has t(» depend uimui <*hunee voting, 
it is difficult for any University, whi<‘h has thus to seek Stnie aid, hi 
work efficiently. 'I'his is not true <mly of this legislature. Sir Harcourt 
Hutler, himself a great educationist and Inu'ii of a family of edut'otion- 
ists, said on the 4th of NovemlH*r 1921^, as Chancellor of the University 
of Allabahad ; — 

There is nne matter which causes me Nome little apprehensiun, namely, a tendency 
to interfere with the freedom and initiative of the ITniversity from outaide. The 
great condhission on the ITniversitieH of Oxford and Cambridge which has recently 
published its report — the last word on I'niversity education — while recommending 
the increase of annual Government granta to each University from £130,000 to 
£llO,(XlO sterling, largely for extonttioii of reitearch, entered a solemn warning 
against Government interference, which is applicable to other external interferences 
in this country. 

In the Times Educational Supplement of (he 21st April, 1921| there 
appeared a note by a University teacher. He aaye — 

While Government money will have to be given to the Univeratties in large 
quantitiea, and control exercised, such control means no wore and no lem than an 
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MMiranoe that the money is well and properly spent. That this assarance can 
be secured without any derogation from the dignity of the University or any 
deprivation of its academic freedom, a survey of the existing system will show. 
Petty^ogging interference and stupid red-tapeism will persist as long as there 
are Government departments and human nature remains the same, hut they can 
be Muc(‘essfully resisted, and on occasion given short shrift. The great teaching 
body of the Universities, University colleges, and institutions of University rank, 
notwithstanding their grievanires, will not sell their academic freedom for a mess 
of pottage. 

Mr. Fisher, the Minister in charge of Eduiation, and one of the fore- 
most educationists in (Ireat Britain, enunciated the policy which the 
Cahutta University has upheld and more than endorsed. He says — 

No one appreciates more fully than myself the vital importance of preserving 
the liberty and autonomy of the Universities u'ithiu the general lines laid doien 
under their eauiditufion Tlie State is, in my opinion, not competent to dire<’t 
tho work of education and disinterested research which is carried on by Univer- 
sities, and the responsibility for its ismduct must rest srdely' with their governing 
bodies and teachers. This is a principle whicli lias always been observe<l in the 
distribution of the funds which Purliumcnt has voted for subsidising University 
work; and so long as I have any iinnd in shaping the national system of education, 
1 intend to observe this principle. 

I make this (luotafion an offering to the llon’ble Meml)er in charge of 
Education. I think I have made it perfectly clear that in order to 
iiittintain efficiency it is cHHeiitial that the Thiiversity should have a 
recurring grant. 

1 now pass on to the next portion oi my resolution that the grant 
must he Us. lakhs. Sir Ahd-ur-Kahim drew a very happy picture of 
the tinances of thet'ulcutta Thiiversity. I do not presume, neither have 
I any desire to cliange places with him, but may I letjuest him to go 
and sit witli me and look at the empty coffers, the large demands, and 
the large iiromiwH that the University have from time to time received 
from the (iovernmeiit. He will then know the difficulties which the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Accounts has to meet. But what are the revenues 
of the University ‘r* 1'hev are the fee funds, the much maligned I^aw 
(killege funds and the various trust funds. J take the trust funds first. 
In (Mich case the donor has laid down certain conditions mainly for the 
ap)>ointment of professors for the jmrpose of research. These funds 
have not helped the University hut has affin-ted the University fund in 
one sense; one of the conditions of each of these trusts is that we shall 
provide these teachers with sufficient accommodation, laboratories, 
muMeums, ussistaiu'e and so forth, many of which the Calcutta Univer- 
sity has unfortunately not lieen able to provide liecause of the depleted 
funds. Therefore, I would leave the trust funds alone. If you fake 
the ordinary fee fund of the University and its ordinary expenditure 
what do you findy I have worked it out in detail but I will only put 
the main figures l^fore the House from 1919 to 1925. Any body who is 
conversant with finance knows that it is always a verj^ unsafe thing to 
take as a guide the financial condition of one year or even two years. 
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I »fter dedueiing' from the fee fund such expenditure, e.jSf,, expen* 
diture ne establishment, payment^ to examiners, etc., the balance during 
the lail five years enumerated as follows : — 



Rs. 

In 1919-20 

2,28,000 

In 1920-21 

3,21,000 

In 1921-22 

3,15,000 

In 1922-23 

3,08,000 

In 1923-24 

2,00, (HK) 

In 1924-25 

.. 3.00, (MH) 


Therefore, after meeting ordinary expenditure of the University from 
the fee fund the average annmnt left over is a little less than 
Hs. d,f)f),(KM). Hut perhaps I may he tobl why not take all the other 
funds together. 1 have calculated the halance of the average five years 
which is left after me<‘ting the ordinary expenditiire of the b»e fund as 
well as of the Haw U(dlege and llardinge Hostel and I find that the 
average of (he past three years is a little over three lakhs, *X\ thousand. 
Therefore, if the post-graduate Department is to run, the only amouiii 
that can he contributed from (he finances of the University cannot 1m* 
more than three lakhs, thiity-three thousand on an average. These are 
questions of fact and not tiiatters of opinion. The next question is what 
would he the exi)endituie in the Post-graduate Department P The 
Senate has applied to the government for a grant of Ks. .‘l,(K),(KWl and 
they have said tliat the average expenditure on this act'ount is likely 
to be Ks. A great point has lu^en made that there has been a 

division in the Senate, liust year when we applied to (lovernment for 
a recurrent financiaT aid, (he (Government turned round and asked ua — 
“ What is your defi<*it?” We were not prepared to give the (Govern- 
meut any information on that point until a (‘<miinittee w'as appointed to 
go into the w'hole (|uestion in order to give a correct figure. As has 
l>een s,aid many times in this House that 75 sittings were held^ numerous 
witnesses were examined, a large bulk of evidem-e.s were gathered 
together. There was a i*eport in which oul of ‘^0 educationists H) signed 
one report and four another. It has l)een said that the minority re|)ort 
is liefore the (Government now and therefore (Government must find out 
for them.«elves wdiat conclusions to come to. May I ask the House that 
this committee was apjminted not by the Government but by the Senate 
itself and that its report was submitted to the Senate. Seventy-five 
memliersout of 100 attended meetings of the Senate and 5 meetings were 
held, and eventually by a overwhelming majority the Senate accepted 
the conclusions of. the majority report. As wion as this [losition is 
accepted majority and minority vanishes altogether. But is that my 
suggestion alone P Mr. Oaten, the Director of Public Instruction, who 
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at Mid— 

ftfter t<HiUy tbore ia no minority and no majority. The Senate would decide and 
hare already decided between them. After to^ay they would forget their battles 
and remember that they are both working not for a party, not for a majority or 
a minority but for the good of the country as a whole and the adrancement of 
learning in Bengal. 

Noble wor<]e these. I hope Mr. Oaten will be able to press upon the 
Meml)er*irM‘harge for Education this view which he had taken in the 
Senate regarding the reports of the majority and the minority. If the 
Members of the Government have any objection to the academic aspects 
of the report, the reports were l>efore them. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim himself 
is a Fellow of the University but he was not present in any one of its 
sittings. Why did not he put this side of the question before the 
Senate P The Senate would have given him a respectful hearing and 
would certainly have given sufficient consideration to any suggestion 
that be might have made. 

Thd Hoffi*ble Sir ABD.UR-RAHIM; T was not present at the 
meeting. 

Ofi BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: That is exac tly what I say that 
the llon’hle MeiiilMT was not present at any of the* meetings. Why was 
he not presents Since the Senate has come to a decision he as a mem- 
Imt of the Senate must recognise that the majority and the minority 
have meigcd into one report and that there is only c»ne report before 
(he Government now and that reiM>rt is emlMxlied in the letter which 
has been forwarded by the University to the Government. Therefore 
1 maintain that it is too late' for any nic*mlM*r of fioverniiieiit now (o say 
that he is considering the majority or the minority report. 

The |>ositio!i in a mitshell is this: Keciuirements (»f (he Post-graduate 
Department would mean (he recurring sum of Ks. on an aver- 

age* for (he next five years, and that the amount which the Calcutta 
University c an give ’from its own funds to the Post-graduate teaching 
fund- taking all the funds together exc ept the Trust Fund— is a little 
over three lakhs. AVheie is (he rest of (he immey to come from? Sir, 

T cannot piTsume to know what Sir Abd-ur-Rohiin is going to say. Nor 
do I know to wheun yem. Sir, will allow the privilege of reply. If I had 
the last woid in the matter T should certainly Ice pleased, but I do not 
know. Therefore let me make a forecast. As a man in the medical 
profession I am interested to know what jMiints the Hon’ble Member is 
going to raise. Surely he is not going to (ell us that we must give the 
tbeverninent a little more time to c onsider the rejnirt. They have 
already had time to consider it from June to August. The report is 
quite clear. What is there to consider? I say again and I say deli- 
lierately that Government has no right at this stage to consider the 
majority or the minority report. Government are represented in the 



CnkS^ Umversity by tib«ir Miiii«te» of Edoooiipit wbo k m 
meu^piy of the Senate* Why is be there forf The only ooiidiiiuiioii it 
that will put the OoTemment Ttew>pomt before tbe sWte. tTnfor* 
tuna^' there is no Minister now and Sir Abd-ur-Rahim bas taken hii 
place* Therefore he should have pointed out. 

The next position that one might take is — look at the past conduct 
of the l^niversity, and may say that the University has not lieen like 
Ccpsar’s wife above susidcion. There have lieen imperfections in the 
University. What iiistitution is there in this world which is not imper- 
fee t ? The (ioverniiient itself is not perfect. I say that I can prove if 
1 am given only half an houraud'if the tiiiiid of the Hon'hle Meiiilier is 
open to conviction — that a good deal of this itn])erfectiou is due to the 
fa<*t that there has been s(» much uncertainly with regard <o the financial 
outlook of the University, iiegislature need in»t he afraid hecause it is 
the supreme l>ody. It can scrap the whole Act and it can remove the 
University if they wish to do so. (iovernment which Indds the whip in 
one hand and the purse string in the other. Their auditors haunt about 
the University buildings for !l months in the year. Kvery report, every 
budget estimate, every proceeding of the Senate is sent to the (iovern- 
ment, every change in the regulation has got t<» get the sanction 
(iovernment. No new expenditure cun he incurred unless sanedioned 
by thc‘ Senate whose proceedings are sent up (c» the (iovernment. What 
more fiiiatic ial safeguards do the (iovernment Nvant, I dec not know\ 
Finally, let tne remind the members of this House and the Hcui'hle 
Memher-in-charge that after all under the splendid constitution in whic h 
we are working to-day our resoluticms c an cmly have the elfwt of recom- 
mendations. The\ have no mandatory effect w'lmtever. 

At this stage the iiieiiiher rcuic hed his time-limit, l»nt he was allowed 
by the lloiride the President tcj go on. 

There is one point I should like to make perfec tly c lear, as I may 
have not another op|Hiit unity of speaking. Dr. ]laiic*rjc*a in his resedu* 
(ion has a.sked for one lakh of rupees recurring grunt and twee lakhs 
noti'iecurring grunt hut tho^e who have not read his resolution might 
think that there is a ciitTerence between his resointion and mine. I waiii 
to remind the House that he has asked for cciie lakh in addition to the tw'n 
lakhs which he assumes, with the optimism c harac teristic of him, would 
he recurring jiermanent grant to the University. 1 have, heewever, iny 

doubts about it. 

% 

laistly, I would touc-h c»n the fish market. I i-an only say this: the 
question of a recurring gnint to the University is a questiicn of iinprovitig 
the efficiency of the work done by (he University as it is interwoven with 
the question of the development of 'the Ashutosh Building. We asked 
the professors why don’t you do 12 hours’ lec ture work, why ilon’t you 
come ill touch with students more often and they replied that they wanted 
more room for classes, more room for them to hold seminary, more room 



for holding lecture classes. Therefore the construction and the com- 
pletion of the Ashutosh Building is urgently required as it will provide 
additional class r(K)m8 for students and improve the efficiency in teaching. 
I appeal to the Member-in-charge, who is himself a distinguished alumnut 
of the Calcutta University, and I appeal to the members of this House, 
most of whom are graduates of this University, to keep the banner of the 
University fly ing — to hold the banner of the advancement of learning 
aloft now for ever.^ 

Dr. H, W. B. MORENO: Sir, as a very humble altimnui of Calcutta 
University it is expected of me to support u resolution of this kind. I 
know in the path of progress, along the line of education, the University 
of (/alcutta has made errors and in some instaupes culpable errors, but 
my relationship with the University is such as may be; expressed in the 
lines of the old familiar English song: “ Wilh ^1 her faults I loved her 
still What I feel with regard io the whole queation is that the argu- 
ments raise<l in favour of the Dacca University apply with tenfold 
f(»rce to the case of Calcutta University. We were told in this council 
that Dac’cu University must be pbu'ed above all anxieties for the future 
and it must be given a free hand in its internal management and control. 

1 think that with regard to the Cah utta University there is a need— and 
a greater need — in this direction. It is true that in the past troubles 
have arisen between the supporters of Calcutta University and the 
powers that be. This led to an estrangement ; it was probably due in a 
large measure to theattiudeof those who were the supporters of ('alcutta 
University at the time. But 1 think the time has c<‘nie now — and His 
Excellency Lord Lytton has said it — when we should wipe out (dd scores 
and begin with a clean slate. 

I should have very mu<*h preferred to have heard the (Government 
views before discusHing the question in full. It is regrettable, Sir, 
that while we have one side of the ((uestion presented to us in this House, 
we are not privileged to hear after it the views of the other side in this 
House. I ludd, and 1 think a few other members of the House also hold 
with me, that if w'e had the arguments on lM)th sides phued before us, 
we could be better served in coming to right conclusions, so that the 
debate could be shupe<l along right lines. But I take it that the (Govern- 
ment accepts the principle that some help is necessary for the ('alcutta 
University — the Hon’ble Sir Abdur-Rahim has sai<i before that the 
principle is conceded. The point that bdlow^s is what is the amount that 
is required for the upkeep of the University? Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy's 
illuminating apee<di has given us ample details that no leas than a 
demand of Rs. 3 lakhs is necessary. • Looking into the resolution itself, 
what does it imply? It simply conveys a recommendation to the (Govern- 
ment to act in the matter. This Csmncil is asked to rei'ommend only 
to the (Government the giving of Rs, 3 lakhs to Calcutta University as a 



tMMH ffMit It li )«ft to kk» liter tiio rooomamift* 

IB tiii» Houao, to (u»opt it or not* II it leoU tkat Cileotte 
Uiiiflflity roqitirM» ms iiideod kmm boto sliowii tbosm wbo kmvt stood 
lor ^ifosoliitioii mod wko kmTm supported it — such a grant, it should met 
withdul delmy. I say il it has been shown to the satisfaction of thw 
House that there is a real need of Rs. 3 lakhs for the upkeep of the 
University— •! fail to see what other attitude this Htmse can take than to 
acscept the proposals made and strongly recommend to the Government 
to act according to the wishes of this House. 

Sir, it has been well said that the three great need:* of India are- 
first education, secondly educatiou and thinl and lastly education — and, 
with this in view, I thiik this House cannot but support with all the 
power it possesses, suJp a recommendation which is after all for the 
welfare and spread ol^|^uing. 

For these reasons TJmurtily supjmrt the recommendation emlmdied in 
the resolution for the^^pSmt of Hs. 3 lakhs to Calcutta University. 

Sir PROVASHXHUNOER HITTER: Sir, ] desire to say a few 

words to convey to the Government and the metiihers of this House my 
personal views as also the views of the party that 1 have the honour to 
represent in this House, We are in favour of these resolutions. Not 
only are we in favour of these resolutions but w e are of opinion that the 
Calcutta University and the Dacca University ought to be treated in the 
same manner with regard to tlie (luestion of statutory grants. Without 
statutory grants it is difficult for u University to continue its useful 
work, and as this House has already passed an Act granting a certain 
annual sum to the Dacca University on a statutory basis, the grant tliat 
wdll be given to the Calcutta University should also be on a statutory 
basis and in this we are not without a precedent. The University of 
Madras in the recent Act ha.s been provided with a grant on a statutory 
basis. It was the case for the Government that the statutory grant of 
the Dacca University was on the basis of its be<l-rock needs. The Madras 
University grant too was for its minimum needs. The statutory grant 
to the Calcutta University should also be on the same lines. Now with 
regard to the Calcutta University a question may arise what are its bed* 
rock needs, and on this point in order to answer the question we have to 
consider a further point. I think there is no difference of opinion 
b^ween the Government, the members of this House and the public 
Giat a University as regards its intemid administration and specially 
in academfc matters, ought to be an autonomous body. Now if a 
Univeirsity be an autonomous body it ought to be the function of the 
cemstituent membmrs of the University — ^the Senate in the case of tka 
Cakvtta University or ike Court in tk# case ol the Dacca University*-* 
to auperviM and scratinise its Enancial administration. Now witk 
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T 0 gMTd to iho Cakiittft Uaivarsity t<wi*y me must remmim that 
Education i«i no longer a transferred subject. It is now a reserred 
subject. His Excellency the Chancellor nominates Fellows to the 
Calcutta Fniversity. In the past the Chancellors — His Excellency the 
Viceroy and later on His Excellency the Qovemor of Bengal<^all along, 
eren when Education was a transferred subject, had the^ gift of nomina- 
tions. Now 80 per cent, of the members of the Calcutta University 
are nominated. Therefore, if it is an autonomous body, if it is a body 
the members of which are nominated by the head of the reserved Govern- 
ment, the position to-day is somewhat different from the position in the 
past and what it may be in future if say, three months hence, the Council 
makes up its mind to have a Ministry. If there be a Ministry, that 
Minister will be responsible to this House and through the members 
of this House to the people of Bengal, But so long as Education is a 
reserved subject, I hope and trust Government will take up the attitude 
that the internal administration of the Calcutta University being 
conducted by a majority of members appointed by the head of the 
Government, any decision come to by that body is entitled to great 
weight. I understand that according to the majority of the Senate 
Rs, 8 lakhs was the sum which was found to be' necessary for the 
minimum requirements of the University, I know there was an 
influential minority in the Senate who were of a different opinion, but if 
we have to accept the proposition that the University ought to be an 
autonomous liody, Government under present circumstances ought not 
to go hack on the decision of the Senate when 8() per cent, of the members 
are the nominees of the head of the reserved Government. That being 
the position, even if closer examination discloses that a few thousands 
may he saved, considering the matter from every aspect, I hope the 
Hon’ble Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim will agree to the grant recommended hy 
the majority in the Senate. 

Now', Sir, with regard to the fish market, there are one or two things 
which I desire to place before the House and there is also a personal 
element in it. When I had the honour of being the Minister for 
Education I found that there was a litigation pending between the 
Government and the University as regards the fish market. I settled 
that litigation in favour of the University, not because I wanted to 
please anybody but because I thought that it was very necessary that 
the University should have the land which was acquired for its benefit. 
It was necessary for its expansion and for the pniper discharge of its 
functions. Now the building w'hich has been erected there has been 
happily named after the late Sir Ashutosh Mookherjee. That building 
is practically a half-finished building. A grant to complete that build* 
ing will add in every way to the efficiency of the University and this 
aspect of the quiftion, I hope and trust, Sir Abd-ur-Rahim will also 
consider. 
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«tt down mfter only referring to one iMUHtage in tlie ifieech of 
i>r* plAhmn Chandra Roy. Dr. Roy apparently lamented the tact that 
ednoi^on k no longer a transferred subject. I hope when the time 
conihft, to revise that poaition, Dr. Roy will bear in mind what he said 
t(Miay. 


UhlI BE JOY KilIBHNA BOSE 8 Sir, all that couid be ^aid on this 
subject bas been said by my friend Dr, Bidhan Chandra Roy in the 
course of the debate to-day. He has gone into the minutest detaile. 
So, after what he has said, I think it will be a sheer waste of time if 
we speak at length on this resolution. It api>ears, Sir, from the obser- 
rations of Dr. Moreno that the principle underlying this resolution is 
aceeptable to the Government. The only question is the question of 
amount. I submit, Sir, that if that be the only question before the 
House, the Government as has been well said by Dr. Hoy, ought to 
accept the almost unanimous dwision of the Senate, when they con- 
sidered both the majority and the minority reports. The question now 
is not whether so many profcssois are wante<] in the Cost-graduate 
Department - the ^estioii i.s not whether the amounts which are jmy- 
ahle to these professors are enough or rather larger than wlmt is iieede<l 
in the circumstances. The question is whether this University the 
Calcutta University — ought to he an autonomous institution and 
whether this Council will he allowed year after year to look into or 
rather pry into the internal affairs of the Calcutta University. Since 
the year 1921 when tlie University was transferre<l to the Government 
of Bengal, difficulties have arisen over the (question of this grant. I 
remember, Sir, when I was not a member of this (^>uncil, discussion 
took pliwe here over the management of the affairs of the l^uiversity. 
Since then there have lieen several committees and wveral conferencea 
to settle the difference between Government and the University. 
After two or three years of constant bickering, a very representative 
committee was apjminted last year presided over by a man of eminence 
and consisting of distinguished educationists, and that committee came 
to the decision that the Post-graduate Department ought to lie run 
on the lines on which they were l>eing run of late. Therefore the ques- 
tion before the House is a simple one- if the department is to run and 
to be maintained it cannot be done with the Hs. 3, ♦33,000 at the dis- 
posal of the Senate. Something not less, than another 3 lakhs are neces- 
sary. I think that after the decision of the Council with regard to 
the Dacca University Amendment Bill the Council will not grudge this 
small amount of 3 lakhs a year for at least two or three years to the 
Calcutta University because 1 find that in the case of the Dacca Uni- 
vemily the argument a^as brought forward here that it must be 
an autonomous University and that the legislature ought not to inter- 
fere in its internal administration. Even no time-limit was mentioned 
in the Bill that was passed last week; it was never mentioned that the 
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gnnt WM3 far 6 or 10 jem to hdp £m misnt mBiitutiao imi for all 
priciie*! purposes it was an amount granted in perpetuity and periiaps 
it will be increased — I don’t think it will ever be decreased. If Aat 
lie so Government rannot now say that they have done this for th^ Dacca 
University but they are not going to give this 3 lakhs to the Calcutta 
University. There is such a thing as 5^ in Bengal which 

is untranslatable in English. Is it because we have it whereas the 
Europeans have not got the samef I think they will have ^ 
in this matter and what they have done for the Dacca Uni* 
versity they will do for the Calcutta University. I think the Hon’ble 
Member will make the position of Government with regard to the 
Calcutta University clear in his reply. I think there is no difference 
of opinion among the members of this Council that this grant should 
be given to the Calcutta University. 

B«bu BORODA PR08AD DEY: If I rise to supjmrt this resolution 
after the most illuminating and detailed address of Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Hoy 1 do so simply becau.se 1 want to have an opportunity of having 
my way in regard h) the giants not only to the Calcutta University 
but to Universities in general. This Council repirseiitiug the whole 
of this province ought to feel, and let us hope it does feel, interested 
in the welfare and develojiment of both the parent University of 
Calcutta and the infant University of Dacca. It is a principle which 
T think is acceptable to all right-thinking persons that an institution 
like an University ought always to lie above w’aut ; an in.stitution of 
this chaiTM’ter ought not to l>e subject to the sweet will of Govern- 
ment or even of a repivsentative legislature. The principle should 
bo established that Government or ttie legislature should form a 
committee of experts who should go into the accounts of the Universities 
within their areas. The Committee should look into the accounts of 
the ordinary income from viu-ious sources and the ordinaiy expenditure 
of the University under different heads. That committee should be 
in a position to advise the Government and the Council as to the 
amount which ought to be given to that particular University to keep 
it above want, for this is an institution which ought always to be 
autonomous and independent. It is .said and it has been said in this 
Chamber that it is a salutary principle that these grants should be 
brought on before the legislature every year so that the member^ might 
have an opportunity of looking into the wrorking of that University. 

1 lor myself am not prepared to subscribe to that principle, for even 
as a member of a representative Council I should think that a 
University should not be placed in its ordinary working under the 
control of that Council. 

The first thing that ou^t to be done is either to do wbat we Sid 
only last week for the Dacca University or to hove a committee of this 
Council for both the Calcutta and Dacca Universities and to go into 
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qumiwm ol both tho ITaiTmitioo and fiiiil out irhat 
propor sums to be gri^on for them and make aueh iimui 
grants and non-votable. It is with that riew that I aent 
in Him amendment to this resolution. It was unfortunately ruled 
out. 


Mr. PRiSIDENT: You need not refer to that amendment. That 
is not the practice. 

Bibli BOROOA PR08AD DEY: I was simply mentioning it-— 
PREEIOEMTs You should not. 

Eabu BORODA PR08A0 DEY : What I mean to say is that a 
committee of that character should W formed. As it is we have not 
uaited for that committee for the Dacca University, we Jiave made a 
grant to that I Diversity and made it non-votahle. What is now wanted 
for the Calcutta University is certainly a ver>' legitimate re((uest which, 
let us hope, will be accepted not only by this (Vuncil but also by 
Government, audTRis amount will also be made iion-volable as has 
been done in the case of the Dacca University by a Bill whi<h had 
been brought in by GoverniueTit lust week. 

With these words I support the resolution of Dr. Bidhait Ciiundra 
Ttoy. 

Babu DEBI PR08A0 KHAITANs Sir, as one of the supporters of 
the Dacca University Bill it delighted my heart to hear the very strong 
and convincing arguments [»ut forward hy my hon’hle friends on the other 
side in support of a grunt for the Calcutta University. I do not wish to 
«ay anything in my weak language which would go to weaken the strong 
arguments that have been jnit forward by them in favour of a grant to 
The Calcutta University whose product I myself am. The Hon'blc Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim moving the Dacca University (Amendment) Bill, as I 
understood him, gave an undertaking on behalf of Goveniment that 
the case of the Calcutta University was being investigated and that 
a similar Bill would be introduced in regard to the Calcutta University. 
All the arguments that my friend beyond — the Hon 'hie Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim, adopted in favour of the Dacca Uni^versity Bill applied ecjually 
strongly to the Calcutta University and I have not the slightest doubt 
that as the Hon 'hie Member was just towards the Dacca University 
he will not mily be just but generous towards his own almn mater and 
that as soon as the Council meets again we shall find a material 
thing done by him in order that the Calcutta University may, with- 
oni any farther difiBiculty, be able to go forward with its schemes lor 
the advancement of learning which it has up till now been trying to 
do with some difficulty. 
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I wkih to $iTike^m discordant note but there is one p<»tion in the 

argnunent of Dr. Birhan Chandra Itoy which I cannot allow to go 
anaontradicted. This he used I know very well in his seal toward the 
Calcutta University. I refer to his argument that as soon as a reptai 
is made the minority merges in the majority. If that principle were 
adop^ we, Indians, would be harder hit than anybody else. 

ybr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I rise on a point of per- 
sonal explanation? I never said that. I said that as soon as the 
majority and minority reports had been considered by the Senate that 
had appointed the Committee, the majority and the minority con- 
verged together. 

Babu DEBI PROBAD KHAITAN: I am glad that he adds this 
word of explanation, but I wi»h to explain to the House that two of 
my friends Dr. Pramathannth Banerjea and Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, 
have tabled two resolutions — Nos. 35 and 36 — in which they advocate 
that the minority report be accepted. Dr. Banerjea will rememl)er 
perfectly well that when the Indian Fiscal Commission made their 
report the country with one voice demanded that minority report 
should be accepted by Government. I hope,, therefore, timt no one 
will understand the argument of Dr. Roy to mean that once a committee 
has reported the minority report i.s to be thrown avay into the wa.ste- 
pai>er basket. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 1 never said that. 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I whole-heartedly sujjport the 
resolution which has been «> ably moved by my hon'ble friends. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I am under the orders of the President 
to finish my sjieech within as short a time as ix)ssible. At the stari 
allow' me to say that I am fully in sympathy w'ith the 
demand that has been made by my friends opjxisite but I shall 
request them to remember the saying of the Holy Bible “ Do unto others 
as you would be done by for future guidance and I w’ish that they 
bad come forw^ard to whole-heartedly support the Dacca University Bill, 
instead of trying to slielve or opjiose it. (A Voice: We did.) Some 
of them wanted a scrutiny into the accounts of Dacca Univei-sity. 
Could not, Sir, someone from this side of the House now make a similar 
demand and ask for a similar scrutiny? Could we not from this side 
of the House say that there are many abuses ]irevalent in Calcutta 
University that should be rectified? 

Some of my friends here in this Council are very much upset because 
Calcutta Univeraity are cruelly unjust to their cause. What is the 
position of Muhatxmiadans in the constitution of Calcutta Universityf 
In the it.. a single MuhamiaadaD although the 








of loeinWrs of ibo it n, tnd aa for tli« Senato, thw 

atv f membeia but of those not more than a doaan tie^oaip to 
the jHebaniinadaii community and aa for the Marwari Community' my 
friesid Hr. Khaitan informs me that they have been an outcast from the 
UniTMfaity and such is the case of the Anglo-Indian Community also — — 


Or. A. tUHRAWAROY: Why. 
Eailash Chandra Bose. 


the Marwaris have their Sir 


Italiivi EKRAMUL HUQ: My learned fiiends on the other side will 
say and have said while talking about the Dacca University that 
50 per cent, of the nomination is vested in the Vioe-Chant'elloT and 
they accuse Ooverninent for the neglect of Muhammadan interest. 
Now my friends who are the pioneers of nationalism and the ajH)stle 
of freedom should they not see to it that by election the iminlyer of 
Muhammadans taken in the Senate and the Syndicate should be 
according to their pro}>ortion? We should be true to our professions 
and promises and I hoiw* that from now my hoii’ble friends of the 
Swaraj, ludependWTt and Libei-al Party do make it a iKiint to sw that 
the fjunlified Muhammadans are always taken in the Senate as well 
as in the Syndicate through election and tlirough nomination in 
accordance with their numerical strength. 

As for the Vice-Chancellor, allow me to say that he might not l>e a 
Hindu, by leligion, but he is a Hindu by surroundings, may hon’ble 
fiiends Dr. I*rainathanath Hanerjen, Dr. Hidhan ('handra Hoy, 
llabu Bejoy Krishna Hose and fiersojiK of that sort meet him while Muham- 
madans have no admission before the mighty Personage and there is no 
one to listen to wlnat tliey have to sa\ 

Hr. PRESIDENT; Maulvi Sahib, your remarks are ijuite irivlevaiit, 

Mlttlwi EKRAMUL HUQ* That is the tsisition and I hope it will l>e 
rectified. 

One thing I should like to point out to the hou'ble iueml>ers who have 
brought this demand. Is it not that there is the Post-graduate reorgani* 
jutdoti Committee rejmrt liefore the (voveruiiient and the Government has 
in this very House informed us that they are quite willing to introduce a 
Bill for Calcutta University also? Is it not to the interest of my hou'bJe 
friends and they are the best judge of this, to wait for a short time and see 
this Bill introduced in the House by Go%^erninent? But if they think that 
they should cariy this demand, then, so far as I am concerned and many 
of my honlda friends on this side are concerned. I nia.v inform the House 
that we are quite prepared to go with them into the same 1obl)^^ 

f At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 mi notes.] 
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[Ali«r tli« AdjoQTttiikeiit:] 

Mr. PREtl DENTS Order^ order. I think it only right to answer 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta a little more folly on the point he raised at 
ihe beginning of to-day's meeting. It i? the pi'actice in all fjegislatlve 
Councils in India to receive messages delivered in the actual words of the 
head of the Government standing. Babu Akhil Chandra Datta appears 
to think that he has a grievance in this matter and has stated that I have 
introduced an innovation so far as this Council is concerned. I would 
inform the hon’hle member that the innovation w’hich he alleges I have 
introduced, is not an innovation at all, but has been the practice of this 
Council also. I would remin4l Babu Akhil Chandra Datta that as recent- 
ly as the I'Uh of this month my predecessor, Sir Kvau Cotton, when deli- 
vering His Excellency’s message, signifying His Excellency’s approval to 
my election as President of this Council, asked the C'oiineil to receive, and 
they duly received, His Excellency’s message standing. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir ABO.UR-RAHIMS I will be very brief in dealing 
with the resolutions that have been moved on the subject of a grant to be 
made to the Calcutta University forcanying on their’^st-graduate work. 
It is not necessary for me to deal with the matter at any length for the 
simple reason, as I have said in answer to a (juestion put only alx>ut two 
days ago, that the Government is considering the re]>ort on the .snbje^*t 
and that we shall be in a position very 8U4>rtly to come to a decision. ^\ e 
have not been able yet to come to any decision, and I think every' meml»er 
of the House will be ready* to concede that considering the questions raised, 
it is only proper that we should deal carefully with the matter and should 
have suflicient time in order to come to proper conclusions. 

The House has l)een told that the Committee appointed to inquire into 
the subject and to report to the Senate held as many us 75 sittings and then 
produced their report. ’Fhere is also, as the House has been informed, the 
dissentient note of a minority. There are again certain questions of 
principle involved in this. I shall indicate very shortly what they are so 
that the House may not think that we are unreasonably delaying the mat- 
ter. As a matter of fact, we are expediting it as much as possible. A 
personal appeal has been made to me from different sections of the House 
to deal with this demand for the University in a liberal spirit. I do not 
think any such appeal was necessary, because I assured the House already 
in dealing with the Dacca University that we are prepared to deal with a 
similar demand on behalf of the Calcutta Univemity in u<H only a sympa- 
thetic but liberal spirit. But it is not reasonable on the part of some mem- 
bers of the House to try to rush us to a conclusion before we are in n posi^ 
tion to emisider ih^ matter properly. It has been said that we have got 
the report of the Committee, there is the decision of the Senate to accept 
the decision of the majority and therefore the matter is ccmducled To 
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tfcat ItM gt^Q ttn abtolnttly conniiiitiiit Answer. Oown- 

mentp^iiot lie expected to bniek aside the def*isiou of dii$Hnguished edn- 
catioil^^ lilce Mr. Oateiif Mr. Stapleton and others who have agreed with 
ihemi W must eonsider the considerations and the reasons put foiv 
ward^ th%m, I have never suggested to the House whenever any such 
question was raised, and I do not suggest it now* that (Jovernnient will 
not be prepared to make whatever grant is found adequate for the working 
of the Post-graduate Department of the Calcutta Fniversity. fn fact. 
His Excellency the Chancellor of the Calcutta Vniversity has repeatedly 
assured the University that he has every sympathy with the work of the 
Post-graduate Department, and wishes to see it carried on in an efficient 
manner. I am not however, at present, in a position to discuss the ques- 
tion of the figure. 

As regards the general policy involved, theie is no question at all ; I 
have made that sufficiently clear. The only question is one of amount. 
Dealing with that, several members of the House cited the <‘use of other 
Universities, e. <7., Lucknow, Allahabad and Dacca. 1 only wish to point 
out that these analogies have no bearing on the pcunt, ami we cannt»t go 
by them. These Uai^'ersities undertake the teaching of under-graduates 
as well. The work of the Calcutta University is confined almost entirely 
to post-graduate teaching. So there is condderuble difference Itetwwn 
them. If the (Calcutta University, for instance, had undertaken under- 
graduate teaching, the cost would be very much more. 

I have said there are important questions involved in l*ost*graduatc 
Committee’s report. One of them, for instance, is w'hether we should 
consider the finances of the Calcutta University as a whole or whether we 
should deal with them separately. If we take the finances a-* a w hole, then 
the resources with which to carry on the work of the Post-graduate De- 
partment will be much larger, and therefore the defit’it which the Oov- 
eriiment has promised to meet, will Ik* much smaller. On the other hand, 
if we treat the Post-graduate Department as a self-contained unit, then 
\eiy likely the amount of deficit will be larger. That is an important 
question of principle which w'e have got to decide, and in a matter like 
this we have to be advised by our financial advisers. There is also u 
question of law involved ; for instance as regards the Jiaw College, whether 
the surplus left in hand after meeting the expenses of the f.aw College is- 
at the disposal of the University. If it is, in that case the deficit will be 
reduced. Then, as I have said, Goveminent cannot possibly ignore the 
considerations which have been urged by such eminent educatiouistw a» 
those who drafted the minority report. I submit <0 the House (hat the 
friends of the Cakntta University would have been better advised if they 
had left the question of the amount alone at present being satisfied with 
the assnrance that we shall make adequate provision for canyinit an the 
work of the Univeratty, and that we are prepared to take a liberal view; 
We do not propose to treat tbe C^icatta University in a niggardly manner. 



We hATe given tliem tlie aeetiranee, we have alee given tlieni the t»l^e 
that we are expediting the examination of the whole qneetimi and that 
we ahall be in a position very shortly to lay before Ae Council, the Cal- 
outta Cniversity and the public what we think is the amount necessary 
and adequate for the purpose of carrying on the post-graduate and research 
work. We have not lost any time in considering thw matter, and if we 
u’ere now to argue the question it would not be fair to any one because 
we have not been able to formulate any decision or to consider all the as- 
pet!ts of the question. Any conclusion that may strike me or any official 
of Oovernment, prima facie may, on further examination, be found to be 
wrong. Supposing at present we were inclined to support a lower figure, 
it is quite possible that on further examination we may find that this 
figure would have to be increased. It is not fair to rush the Government 
and make us say that we must here and now accept a particular figure or 
reject it. We are not in a position cither to reject or accept any figure 
at present. That is exactly the position and it is very inadvisable on the 
part of any member of the House, when the Government is still convsider- 
ing a question, to come and pre*«9 the (government for a decision. Surely 
in a mutter like this the friends of the (^alcutta I'^niN^^sity could veiy well 
-wait fora few weeks more, and I do not see how it wilF inconvenience them 
in any possible way to wait. I know that the Government is not l)ound 
by such a resolution as this. It is the responsibility of Government to find 
money for any particular purpose and Government c’annot be a.sked to 
shirk that responsibility. If the Council come', to a conclusion merely on 
the statement of one side of the case, surely Government will not be in- 
clined to attach as much importance to the resolution of the House os it 
would if the House, arrived at that conclusion after giving Government 
-sufficient time to consider the w'hole question from every standpoint. 
That is the position and in the ciix'umstnnces we do not feel called upon 
•thither to accept the resolution or reject it. I might just state one or two 
facts in connection with the questions to be considered. In 1921. for 
instance, the case of the University was that the deficit in the Post- 
graduate Department amounted to R.s. IJ lakhs. In 1924, Sir Ashutosh 
kfookherjee himself stated at a Conference at Government House that 
« sum of Rs. 2 lukhs was required to meet the deficit, and we made a 
provision for 2 lakhs in the budget. Now, it is said that a sum 

Dr« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I inquire’ of the Hon’ble 
Member in what month in 1924 did Sir Ashutosh Mookherjee make that 
^^tatement f 

Tilt Htil*Mt iir AiD-UR.RAHIMl I think it was in March. 

libR MANilATHA NATH ROYl May T inquire of the Hen'ble 
MemW if there Is anything in writing to show that Sir Aahutoah 
Mookherjee made that statement? 
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Milt #11 SSI HINT 1 The H«>ii^hle 8it Ahd-ur«Rahim haa made that 
and it ehould be accepted. 

Tl|i Moil*llli Sir ASD«llfl*IIAHIMl I have made that statement 
advis^^ a« I was present at that Conference. As I have already said, 
the How ought not to be in a hurry in a matter like this. 

As regards the other question that has been raised regarding the 
building on the fish market, or as it is called the Ashutosh Building, 
I may say one thing: I have tried to find out if there is any paper in 
this connection in the Secretariat, but without any success. 1 am told 
that an application was made by the Tniversity, but 1 cannot tnme it, 
at any rate, the matter was not put liefore any responsible person for 
considerjytkm. 

'jttfii BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* May I send to the Hon^ble Memlier 
in charge all the applications that have been made by the University 
from time to time? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMt 1 cannot trace any file, but 
now that the questeen has l>ecn raised, the matter adll have to l>e con- 
sidered. There is rme thing that I ought to say here in defence of 
Government. Di, Prumathanath Banerjea exhibited a pasture in this 
House of the building which is not yet completed. 1 may tell him that 
if the building is not completed, it is not the Government that could be 
blamed for it. (yovei ament never promised any grant for the purpose. 
When the authorities the I’niversity .started it on a particular plan, 
they ought to have made sure that their resources were enough; and 
if they embark on mere speculation surely it is m»t Government that 
could be blamed. I .say, therefore, that Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea 
was ill-advised in exhibiting the pic ture here implying that somehow or 
other the blame must be jeassed on the shoulders of the Government. 

I know the shoulders of the (jovenuiient are %'erj" broad and some of the* 
members of this House are not very slow in laying the hlaiiie for every- 
thing on Government. But there is no reason why knowing all the 
facts, imputations of this sort should he made. 

The motion of Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly was then put and 
agreed to. 

The motion standing in the names of Babu Naliniranjan Barker and 
Ur. Bidhan Chandra Roy and part (t) of motion standing in the name 
of Balm Maumatha Nath Roy were not put as being covered by the 
decision of Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly’s motion. 

The motion of Br. Pramathanath Banerjea was then put and agnjcd 
to. 


Part (ff) of motion of Babu Manmatha Nath Roy was -hen out and 

agreed to. 
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Dr. H. W. B. MORENO! Sir, I rise to move a resolution of some 
magnitude and importance to tkiii Council and to the peopk of Bengal. 
The resolution runs so : ** This Council recommends to the Government 
that sex disqualification for registration on the Electoral Boll#, provid- 
ed in Buie 7 of the Bengal Electoral Rules, be removed entirely, and 
that regulations be made providing that women shall not be disqualified 
for registration in the Electoral Bolls by reason only of their sex.** In 
other words the resolution provides for the enfranchisement of women 
in Bengal. 

T know that in the past, in this Council, a similar resolution was 
moved wlnV-h met with scant success, but I would like to ask the members 
of this House not to be prejudiced by what has happened before in this 
Council, but to keep on open mind and to have no rancour in their 
hearts and no bias in their heads. For myself I hope to cleave an 
untrodden path, leading the members to fresh fields and pastures 
new In order to make my arguments more lucid I have thought fit 
to divide the whole subject of the debate into three main categories — 
the argument as it affects the Euiopean and AngJ^-Indian communi- 
ties, as it affects the Muhammadan community, and as it affects the 
Hindu community. I hope in my conclusion to show that much of 
what is thought insurmountable in this matter in reality offers no 
difficulty at all. 

Dealing with the European and Anglo-Indian communities I should 
like to draw their memories back a little time before the Great War. 
It is well rememl>ered how throughout the old Country in the early 
days, the suffragette movement was launched ; and time and again it 
met with failure. It was only w hen the dark clouds of War burst upon 
the horison of Europe*, when the men lay armed to the teeth in the 
bleak trenches to face the cold bayonets and the stinging bullets of 
the enemy, that the women rose to the occasion ; and to their honour 
and glory, may it lie said, that they went to the munition factories 
wnth willing hands and loving hearts in order that they may also hqlp 
to thrust back the devastating hordes that stood between England and 
liberly. They slackened not, neither did they cease, till civilisation 
had once more spread itself over the fair face of Europe. It was after 
that memorable time that the people of England granted with a generous 
heart the franchise to women as a rei*ognition of their supreme effort 
in the time of war and strain. I can conceive of no European nor 
Anglo-Indian member here who can be actuated by any other feelings 
than these, in dealing with this great question in Bengal. The Mother of 
Parliaments has already conceded what it has considered to be a fusi 
and fair privilege. Bengal dare not do othemise. 

Dealing with the argument as affecting the Muhammadan am* 
iHunity, I should like to remind my Mussalman brethren Hint it is far 
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fitiin«p tickings df tkeir sacred KomB not to kave democracy in 
its ktlpest and widest sense propagated through the community. 
My slllider studies of Islamism have taught me that it always gives 
a rigplnl claim to women ami insists upon their having a rightful 
share ia the body-politic, and in all that pertains to the welfai-e of 
the nation and the community. We have seen how in a neighbouring 
Empire, the Turkish Empire, enfranchised women have produced rich 
fruits in moving the destinies of that nation. I. therefore, apt>eal to 
the Mussalman members to look upon this question with a just mind, 
so that they may keep untarnished the high principles that others in 
their turn have kept unblemished in the region of Islam. 

Dealing with the Hindu community I should like to remind then; 
of the noble examples of their forebears. Was it not Shavitri aho 
faced all vicissitudes to claim Satynhan, her husband, even from the 
jaws of Death, rescuing him back to her arms by undaimted courage? 
Was it not Damayanti who secured her Nala in spite of so many trials, 
in spite of so many tribulations? Was it not Shakuntala, who claimed 
back her Dushyauta, although faced by tremendous odds . 

Mf# OAMPBEMf FORRESTERS Sir, I rise to a point of order. 
Is the Hon’ble member correct in addressing the gallery. (Laughter.) 

[The ladies gallery wa.s full.j 

Mr* PRESIDENT* Dr. Moreno please go on. 

Or. H. W. B. MORENO: I know as w’ell as Mr. f'amphell Forrester 
does that the gallery cannot take part in the debates, so that there 
is no need for me to address it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I also know that, hut the circumstances are 
peculiar to-day. (Laughter.) 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Sir, if that has been the position of 
the forefathers of the Hindu community I fell sure that a remembrance 
of this kind will have a salutary effect upon the modern generation 
and that they will be 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE: On a [Kant of order, Sir. Has Dr. Moreno 
any right to allude to the foreWars of the Hindu community? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that be went so far as that. 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: Dealing with moderh politics and leaving 
these inane interruptions aside, 1 will deal with the question as it aifecds 
modern oonditions. Bombay and the Madras Presidency have both 
granted the franchise to their women; I see no reason why Bengal 
should lag behind. Sir, it has been ajvtly said that a hat Bengal 
thinks to-day India thinks to-morrow. I hope and tru ., that Bengal 
will retain that position of light and leading which she has always 
maintained in the past. 





[Iftw AlP<s. 


If, further, arguments are wanted I would point out the 
Calcutta Municipality have already granted the franchise to women. 
Within the precincts of this City we have that franchise working with 
good resulU. If my friends who are against the resolution say that 
there are difficulties in the way then I would reply: Are such 
difficulties insurmountable? Cannot they be overcome? Have they 
not been overcome so far as the Calcutta Municipality is concerned? 

I think there is ver>' little in an argument of this kind, that seeks 
to put up obstacles, where there are none. 

It has l>een recognised that the advent of women into politics in 
England has considerably purified the politics of that land. We have 
l-.ad some of the best measures introduced and supported by women 
membero, which have gone to purify the hearths and homes of the 
people in England. I feel sure that if we have the introduction of 
women in politics in this country we shall^ certainly purify much of 
our politics which already at its source, has been polluted. In 
England women have not only been given the franchise but thej’ have 
been permitted to sit in Parliament. They take part in the deliberations 
of Parliament and are achieving much good the^p^»dn Bengal what we 
are asking for, by legislation of this kind, nothing more than merely to 
afford voting rights to women? When we consider that votes have 
been given to most ignorant villagers there can be very little reason 
why women should be shut out from the franchise, I would therefore 
appeal to my friends in the Council to support so worthy a resolution. 

I appeal to them in the name of justice that they will not withhold 
from others what they themselves pfjw^ess. 1 appeal t4) them in the 
name of the peo[)le of Bengal, for whom they are here in a position of 
sacred trust. Public meetings have )>een lield throughout the pro- 
vince supporting such a resolution and this House con hardly afford* 
to do otherwise. Finally, 1 appeal lo them in the name of all that is 
sacred to them — in the person of their mothers, their daughters, 
their sisters and their wives to HUp]M»rt my resolution that it may find 
acceptance in this House, a House that has always st(M>d for liberty and 
enfranchisement. 

The following ameudment to the resolution tf Dr. H. W. B. Moreno 
was not moved. 

Dr. IPRAMATHANATH DANERdiA to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that in motion Nr. 13 the following amendmenU be made, 
namely — 

(i) line 4, the word entirely ” be omitted ; and 
(it) in line after the words “ electoral rolls the words ** of 
the Calcutta and Dacca rniversity constitueneiea be 
inserted. 
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1 Mf. A. K« AlU ANMtO KHAN CHIUNAVIi I fe«l it my 
puafif^iity to oppose the resobtion of my galUnt friend but, becmue, 
I do equally desire to emulate the (food example of my friend and 
be yalmt to the fair aex for whom I have always the ffreatest admira- 
tion and towards whom I hope I have alwav-s been frallant. The pafiee of 
history are strewn with noble deeds and ma)oiifirent activities on the- 
part of the fair sex-throuprliout all apres and amon(r all communities, 
Moslem, Christian and Hindu. Nor, has Islam lajryed behind— nay! 
it oMupies the foremost place in pivinp to womanliood its just dues, 
spiritual, material, .stwial and lejfal. Hut, .Sir. in a question like this 
we are not concerned with tlie precepts of Islam, ('hrislinnity or the 
.Sho-stras, nor are we concerned, merely with the academic question as. 
to what would lie fair and just in our dealinits with the fair sex. 
Neither, am I influenced by that never forjfotteii Ncopciitau folklore 
La donne e mobile, qyal piu mat ,/rnlo Vuta iVsreeiito n dipentiera 
which lavs so much stress on the ever chanirefulness of womankind. 


Here we are purely concerned witli the prosaic and dry fact, vit., 
whether or not we .should extend tlie franoliise to the women of ReiiKal. 
havinff repird to the fact tliat it has lieen .so extended in some of the 
other ProviiH‘es. 


Now, Sir, if you will permit me and with the iiidul^fenee of this 
House, I shall read a sTiort extract from the speech which you, Sir» 
delivered in this very House on the 1st of September, 1921, on thii very 
subject : — 


Vague (Himparisons confined to generalities ran be of 11 > aviiil, If Madras and 
Bombay can have female franebite. why not wv'r If life be possible on the Earth 
why not on the Mwin? Never mind the condition of the Moon, whetlier tbero 
IS any atmosphere or not. The ac'ceptanc^ of an abstract principle must de|>end 
cii its possible applu^nbility and that too on the conditions suhsiRting, Female 
franchise may be ail right where suitable conditions prevail. But here in Bengal,, 
before we accept the principle, we must recognise the conditions under which 
It must be applied—the atmosphere of Uie purdah. How would the ladies roteP 
Would there be one polling booth for both men and women P That is absurd and 
not even suggested. Would there be two separate bfxithsP One for men and the 
other for women P Then let us see what would happen. Who would be recording 
officer P If a man, be will have some subordinates Um>. We all know what feelings 
our women have if they have to depose in courts, how they try to sliun an appear* 
nnoe there, and how even serious cases are not prosecuted simply for fear that 
the ladies of the house may have to depose. And if the votes he recorded by 
women? Have you that large number of efficient, responsible women, willing to 
do this work, for you cannot force such duties on women, and is the nnmber 
sufficient for the whole province of Bengal? 

Mff* FRCSIOlllTs Thin all old mattf^r, Mr. Ghugnavi, have you 
got anytliiiig new to sayf 
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di«p«*e« of tke whole question. Furthennore, there are two other poiate 
which hare to be considered. In Eastern Bengal the Ifoelem population 
is if anything more than 70 per cent. In both the Bengals taken togeth^, 
the Moslem percentage would come up to over 55 or thereaboute. Out 
of this jiereentage the bulk of female population, and I would not be 
far wrong were I to say 99 per cent, of them would be illiterate. 
Illiteracy or even property qualifications were made the basis of the 
proposed francliisc, then Moslem electorates would be r^uced by tbou- 
sands nay, millions of voters. 

Then, again, the existing qualifications with regard to male suffrage 
are so low, as to confer the vote on thousands of illiterate and easily 
misled male villagers. What would l)e the consequence of conferring 
the vote on thousands or millions of iemnle villagers can lie better 
imagined than perhaps described. Throwing open 'thu gates of 
franchise to women in Bengal at the present time would only benefit an 
infinitesimally small portion of our mothers and sisters who, I have 
no doubt, are now in a jxisition to exercise their , vote with equal or 
l^rhaps even greater amount of political sagacity than the more 
males. But whut almut the army of courtesans and demi>niouduj|pe8 
who would flock to the polling iKsiths and some of whouf^TOght find 
their way into this House to detriment and corruption. It l« enough 
that our political atmosphere is regarded . as being already tainted. 
It would lie suicidal were we to create further avenues for malpractices 
and corruption. 

B«bu UMEt CHANDRA CHATTERdEE: Sir, India is a subject 
country and politics is more necessary here than in any other country. 
Politics should be the i*eligion of all people, male and female, living 
here. This sex qualification, if removed, will greatly help the 
education of our women-folk in jiolitics without scholastic education 
of high order. This removal will develop the political instinct in tlie 
midst of domestic occuiiation. 

With these few words I whole-heartedly support the resolution. 

BSto HEMANTA KUMAR EARKAR: My rigrht to iipeak on 

woman franchise has lieen questioned by some of my hoii*ble eoll«l^rues 
because I happen to belong to that mysterious class of people who 
pass by the name of bachelors. I also question the motive of my 
friends. I am {frrfectly sure they are not devoted hnabanda who should 
be as henpecked as Rip Van Winkle of the famoui story ol Washiiiftoii 
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Imijfi They want Homa Rula in politicii, but do not lie to grant 
Irant^jae to tbe rulers of their own homo. When I raised the tenancy 
quofl^on in the Swaraj ya Party, my friends said they were not pre« 
jiered to drag the country into a civil war, liefore the bureaucracy had 
gone. I do not know if they are preparetl for a civil war of a more 
dangerous nature in their every hearth and home. I am sorry the 
Swarajya Party c<»uld not vote for this resolution in a hlisk. Swaraj 
stands for freedom, Swaraj stands for progivss and emauci]Hition.' 

Political rights for women are not an unknown thing in India. 
From the ** Vedic ** time downw'ards w'omen have playtHl a gnnit |mrt 
in the iwlitical history of the nation. In domestic jM)litics even tiwlay 
they it'ign supreme as autocrat of autmrats. Many t>f the hon*l>le 
members are afraid that if women are enfntnclnsed they will at onm 
lM‘gin fighting for the right of standing as candidates for the (\mncil 
election. This meatis our occu|mtion will 1 m» gt»ne, the whole principle 
of division of lalwur will have to W revolutionised. 1 am looking 
forward to that day wdien instead of the Biitish Imreaucracy we shall 
Ik' under the sweet-^sway of a feminine rule even in this (Council 
('j^mher. Tlie same old mas(‘uline faces every day have gi*nerated 
(’ouncil. But for the ladies’ galleries 1 think 
many would not hav’e taken the trouble to 

walk intb fl|0 over and over again during th(‘ scorc h- 

ing heat of March and the liCgislative Ik^partment showed a gnnit 
insight into human nature when they ananged lady visitors’ seats 
just near the doors to hell or heaven. We young men are looking 
forward t(i the day when the President of this (N)uncil will Ik» electinl 
uncoil tested not for his worth, but IW his lasiuty and when instead 
of w igs there will be long dark hair as beautiful as the summer clouds, 
tbeix* will l)e a s|x)t of veniiillicm on that lovely forehead instead of 
white “ chuiidan ” and need for shaving wdll lie replacnl by uatuniL 
clean limnes. Such a President with gown and flowing rolios like 
ShakesiHmre’s Portia is sure to command resjH‘rt ^nd discipline from 
every bo<ly in this House. I'he monotonous cries of “ order, order ” 
will no longer lx* heard and the slanting glame of the President alone 
will be enough to allun^ the hon’ble memljers to discipline. In cases 
of failure our President may use the indigenous insignia of royalty in 
our home. I mean the broomstick, a well tricMl wca(>on which has 
turned many a delinquent into jierfect gentleman. 

ilf» PRESIDENTS Mr. Sarkar, the question of President or mem- 
bers does not arise. Under the rules the woinen-folk, if the sex 
disqualification is removed, can only exercise their vote. 

BNNt HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR t 1 am only following the 
footsteps of Kumar Shibeekhareswar Ray. 

SO 
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Mr. PRESIDENT 8 Then there was no Kumar Shihsekhareawar Bay 
aa Preaident but now the Kumar i« the Preaident. You cannot fcUoir 
that example. 

Babit AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Follow his ruling but not his 
example. (Laughter.) 

BalNi HEMANTA KUMAR SARKAR: Sir, I canmift imagine how 
H()me of our friends could ()p|X)se this resolution. Do they think they 
will have to grind spicjos and cook food at their home or take care of 
the children, if their wives are made M. L. C's? I say what is the 
harm. The pcwt has said “ Old order c.haiigeth yielding place to new 
and Ood fulfils hiniselt in many ways ”, If the men have not .sufficient 
faith in th<»ir wives, they may come and sit in the visitors* giiller>' and 
wat(di the i>roceedings in silence. T can safely hojs^ jH'ople wlio have 
got tennaganl viragt^es (►r amazons as their co-jjartner in life will be 
only too glad to give women any right which will ket'p them seijamte 
for few hours at least in the day. 

Mft D. N. ROY* On u fjoint of order, Sir. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: On a ixdnt of m^er. There 
are certain limits beyond which 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Better leave those points to me, I shall be able 
to Wtter judge and decide those points. Go on Mr. Sarkar. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: (jan we not rise onj^ point of order? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y^es, certainly. What is your point of onier? 

« 

Mr. D. N. Roys Y^mr ruling, I thought, gave us no right as to 
whether we can rise on a |K>int of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to put questions of that nature to 
your President, I think, I can never allow that in this House. 

Babu HEiSANTA KUHAR SARKAR: I do not know what the 
fate of this revsolution will be. In the first Council the msolution was 
defeated. If it is defeated in thie Council too, eternal ahame on iba 
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aMn]|p([d of Bengal. I dull hwe quote a few linee from a Bengali 

'f 

^t»ncfnf«mtcTOi 

sri iqti jh i 

’tlant fc^ti 

Jtmi «f5»'8 ^ I 
al’M fjiwt wiCTi 
faw? •ftnr frn, 

^ qs fa 

>H »« ? 

CfT51 5I’C»I ftiata ftfa 

^ « its 
3ia 

^ « its ^ ftfj| I 
JTrtrt a’»R atii, 
ej^frws Jtltcai cnta i 
' • etan’CT iJtwf? >RT!t, 

5twt?i %Xvs w cata i 
ami carna am»n caia 
^ ostitta cMa cai«, 

■»t^, aa , ^ faafa 

*ttra cH*tfl« caiw i 
art rca ttatat ai^l 
rpR 5»I?' na fata, 
wi wi ^ 

attaa at'* faca i 
a"!! <wi 'aa I’taa 

* iatJtj caata alt awi, 

•tjaa «r?a »w •ttt’f'e 

natw-awa att wai i 
c^taai na»i. c^taai ^^fa, 
cjrtaai atia, faa wcai, 
at#^ wtw ats caca ca, 

arta faiare atw «cai i 


The English translation is this: — 

Awake ye bright dauj^teni of Bengal, don't you remi 

IXin’t you plead your cause before peo|de whose faces ai 
pots. 

If you want to awake do it yourself alone standing on your own legpi. 

au 
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Do ym expect your work to be done by other people who are ao 
nelfi^h ? 

You are the alave girl of him who paaaea otf as God. 

Ah H(K)n as you stop sening at his feet all his smiles disappear. 

How many men are there who do not covet mastery? 

If the servant equals the lord, does it not create disgust in the 

mind of the master? 

♦ 

Oh, ye bright daughters of Bengal let thy eyes dance with frowns, 

Kick at the laws laid down by liaghu and Manu. 

liCt women gasp in pits. 

Men may walk by the road. ^ 

Ijet the widowe<l daughter obseiTe fast. 

The father may marry for the seventh time? 

If a “ g<M)iida t4)ucheK the borly irf a woman no pardon for h€*r. 

But the lordly man has no guilt, even if he commits a million crimes. 

Know ye for certain you are str(>ng, you are free, you are human 
beings. 

He who will deprive W(unan of her legitimate rights. 

Hurl <m him your mighty thunder. 

With these words, Sir, I Wg to commend this resolution for the 
refusal as none of the fair .sex (anvassed me for my support. 

JAMESs Sir, I did not know that I should In* called u{>on 
to speak at this stage, but 1 jnerely want to say one or two things, 
which, 1 ho|>e, will affect the general discussion in this House. In' 
the first place I think that most of .the arguments that have l>een 
advanced Iwth in favour of the resolution^ and against it are entirely 
irrelevant to the subject under discussion. The real question is, on 
what nitional principle do you exclude from the civic functions of (he 
State* a large section of the cominunity. That is ideally the basic 
(|uestion and that is the cpiestion to which, I hope, members of this 
.House will address themselves in the suhHec]uent discussion. A large 
section of the community for c'ertain reasons is c‘la.Hsed with those who 
are serving His Mnjesty*s naval and military forces, minors, and 
lunatics aiv excluded from certain lu'ivilege.s and those who oppose 
this resolution will have to justify tliat exclusion. I have not heard 
anything in the previous discussions in this House, nor have I heard 
anything in my discussions with members pnvaiely--~either Hindu or 
Muhammadan— which would justify that exclusion on any principle. 

I realise the difficulties, particularly in regard to the Muhammadan 
community, and I think those of us who are outside those community 
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almiilil'TeooKBMe tboae jifficaltiea with gympathy, but I BtUl feel that 
in s(i|fe difficulties, the general princiide is absolutely unanswer- 
able aUEHi the logic of the Nituatioii in that you cannot on any ground 
whataoever, or on any juNt principle exclude a large Heetuvn of the 
eonimuiiity from the ordinary fundamental rights a’hich l>elong to every 
citiaen in the State. 


Then there is another |K)int. It cannot but he noticeable to 
thoee who are interested in public life that bt>th in the pixn-incial 
Councils and in the Imperial Assemhly there an» wnstantly coining 
up matters for discussign and for legislation and for deidsiuu which 
intimately affwt the life of the women of all communities in this country. 

• Those of you who have taken any intert»st in the delmies of the 
Imfierial Assembly on the (juestion, for instance, of the Age of Cknisent 
Bill, cannot but be impresse<l by the extraordinary isvsition in which 
a large assemblage of men discussed a matter which do<*s affect, and 
will affect, fundamenially the wlude of the economic and sm'inl life 
of the wormenhiMid of India. 1 mention this binause it is a jieculiarly 
clear cast' — there ar^ other <as<‘s — in which women of India have an 
ahsoiuie right to ]iurti(‘i]Mite Indh in the matter of discussion and 
legislation. I would also refer to such matters as tcmj>enin<‘e and 
opium. Thest' things do affect a large st»ction of the isnnmunity which 
you at present pluie under a great disability. In the si'cond place, 
I should like, as one of the elected repi’esentalives of the Kurojieaii 
community of the Piesideiicy and Biirdwun Ilivisioiis, to state that 
as far as the women of my <xmnnunity are coiicerniHl, then* is no 
(juestion whatsoever tliat they have eurntHl the right — and earned it 
long ago — to participate in these matters on e(|iiid teims with men 
and I find no justification whatsoever for their exclusion. 1 have no 
right to speuk for the Hindu or the Muhammadan (Mvmmiinities, nor 
has any Eun^pean or Anglo-Indian inemlier of this lfou.se; but I do 
say this: that I cannot on principle ask for less for the women of the 
other great communities than I am pre|)wml to ask for my own com- 
munity, and I am preiwred to join with those who are willing to fight 
for the nghts of the women of their own communitii's. That is my 
general ixMitiou, and I do trust, Kir, that the memhers of the House 
while indulging in humour in this delmte, will, at the same time, apply 
themaelves seriously to the principles at stake. These are serious 
mattera — if you reject this motion, the matter is serious; if you jmss 
it, it is also serious. The Bengal Swarajya jmrty has put Bengal 
among the backward provinces (question), and I find that in the 
Minority Report of the Muddiman Committee, which is very largely 
aupported by the Swarajist memhers, it is rmommended, amongst other 
things, that the electoral franchise should be granted to women. 1 
^Hit ihetwlcme that this great party of progress—of Hindus and Muham* 
madana — will follow the lead which has been given them hy those, who 
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in »ea«()n and out of aeaaon, they incline to aui^rt in all matters. I 
hoi^e they will cease putting Bengal back and back and back, and 
counter-acd their previous mistakes by voting at once for a motion 
which is both just and fair. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: — 1 beg to oppose the resolution 
of Dr. Moreno. I admit that if a male is entitled to vote for pay- 
ing rates and taxes, certainly a female should also be entitled to vote 
on the same ground. But 1 find, Sir, certain difficulties which stand 
in the way of granting franchise to women, and I would draw atten- 
tion to these difficulties one by one. I appeal to this House not to be 
influenced by the oratory of Mr. James and especially of Dr. Moreno. 
I admit that this franchise has been extended to women in England- 
But w'bat is the reason? It is education. Wbat is the number of 
educated women in Bengal? It is practically nil. There is another 
reason as to w’hy the franchise should not be allowed to women. The 
women, especially Muhammadan and Hindu women, follow the purdah 
system in Bengal, and therefore it is quite unnecessary to extend the 
franchise to them, because if it were allow'ed to^hein I do not think 
that they would take advantage of it. My friend, Dr. Moreno, has 
referred to the Madras and Bombay Presidencies but the w'omen of 
these two Presidencies do not follow the purdah system. 
(Dr. H. W. H. Mokkno; — Question!) Well, Sir Dr. Moreno ques- 
tions my stateuicnt hut I know as a matter of fact that the women 
of these Presidemues do not follow' the purdah system — in Madras and 
Bombay the women do not follow the purdah. Then a reference has 
been made to the (Uibutta Municipal A<*t under which the franchise 
has been extended to wcmien; though I was a menil>er of the select 
committee on the Calcutta Municipal Bill I must admit that I am 
sick of the present constitution of the Corporation of Calcutta. The 
system of plural voting — which was in force since 1888 — has l)een 
abolished and the franchise has been extended to women. And what 
has l)een the result? Corruption — Corruption I At the last municipal 
election ;ii Calcutta we have had sad experience of that. 

Babu DEBI PROiAD KHAiTAN: May T inquire, Sir. why he 
was anxious to l)e appointed as an alderman when be was sick of the 
Corporation P 

Mn PR ESI DENT I I^et that pass, Mr. Khaitaa. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Sir, I think we have already 
made a eerious mistake in granting franchise to* the women of Calcutta 
and therefore I think we shall not be justified in repeating the same 
mistake by extending tbe^ franchise to women in connection with the 
election of members to the Legislative Council. Let us see for a few 
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jaai^ltow the Celcatto municipal Iranrhiee is used and if we see that 
ittu^ out to be moceesful, then we may be justified in extending it 
to ndiJassal munioipalitiee— — 


Df> H> W« Ba MORENO* May I ask. Sir, whether the franchise to 
women in Calcutta has proved a failure!' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is only a matter of opinion. 

BsIni AMULYA DHONE ADDYe We may make a hef^innini? with 
election of lo<‘al boartlH in the mufuRRal municipalities, hut the pro- 
posal to grant franchise to women in the matter of returning candi- 
dates to the liCgislative Council cannot l)e supported by me. Iiet us 
learn before we desire, l^et us make an honest lieginning. Sir, women 
cannot be trusted with the management of their own affairs, so how 
can they l)e trusted with the privilege of returning memliers to the Tiegis- 
lative Council? Therefore let ns see ‘for a short period if the elcndion 
in the mufassal turj^s out to l»e successful and then and then only 
shall we l)e justified in giving them this further extension of fran- 
chise. 

As regards the lady graduates T have no objection to giving them 
the franchise as mentioned in the amendment of Dr. Hanerjea 

Mr. PRESIDENT: H ow can you do that when that amendment has 
not been moved? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: T would just mention it for bis 
consideration. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is now not for lii.s egiisiderution but for the 
consideration of the entire House. 


Mr. <i. CAMPBELL-PORRESTER: Sir, is it not the convention 
that when the President is on his legs the rnemlier speaking should 
take his seat? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr, Campliell-Forrester. 

Blbll AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Had there been such a proposal 
M the grant of franchise to the lady graduates I should not have raised 
my voice against it, becrause they are educated and are expected to 
know what franchise is and they do not follow the purdah system. 
Similarly, I have no objection if the franchise is extended to European 
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and Anglo-Indian ladies, but as regarde granting ibis privilege to 
ladies who are not literate and who follow the purdah dystem I am 
strongly opposed to it, especially in connection with the election of 
members to this Council. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: As a Muhammadan 
hailing from East Bengal I had no time to consult my constituency on 
this question. Still, if I were left to myself, I would oppose this resolu- 
tion (Cries of “ shame “ shame ”). It may be shame, it may be any- 
thing. Here I have come to give my own opinion. I do not give the 
opinion of the members of my party and my party has allowed ua to vote 
according as we like. If there had been a mandate from my party . 


Mr. PRESIDENTS There is no use going into the mandate of your 
party. 

Mailivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: .As I am free, I am 
opposing it and I would give certain political reasons why I oppose this. 
Not that I am aguinst giving women their vote. li there is anything 
I am afraid of (I am not afraid of civil disobedience which Mahatma 
(landhi udv<icates) it is non-co-operation from within, that is, the family. 
Still I am willing to take the risk of non-co-operation from within. 
Sir, uc<*ording to the Muhammadan law, if a man dies leaving a son 
and a daughter, both of them inherit the propeity left by the deceased; 
according to the Hindu law' if there be a son and a daughter the son 
inherits the property and the daughtei- is excluded. But if there is a 
daughter only she inherits it. Therefore if the franchise is extended 
to women Muhammadans will be laoiefited by it more than any other 
community. 

In my ctojstituency there are 25, (KK) Muhammadan voters but dur- 
ing the last election only 7, OIK) and odd attended the polling lMM)th. 
Taking the last computation that half of 25,0(K) would be women votei's, 
then the voters would be alK>ut 37,(KK). If that l>e the case, how many 
of the 12,000 women who would get the franchise would come to the 
polling booths F We Muhammadans oWrve purdah and strict purdah 
at that. THiwever educated w’e may 1 h*, in whatever circles we may 
move and whether they have Wn in England and have benefited by 
English education — at the present moment Muhammadan women living 
with their guardians are not allowed to go to the polling booths. I may 
instance the Calcutta Municipality which granted franchise to women 
at the last Ontcutta Municipal election. Out of several thousand 
women voters perhaps not more than 100 women voters attended the 
polling booths. When out of 25,000 voters only 25 per cent turn out 
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to for a male candidate and if the femalee do not come to the 
polL^ booths we would be told by our rulers that you, Indians, are 
unfit Ihr self-government because you have not taken advantage of the 
franehise seriously. If, out of 25,0lKf voters only 25 per I'ent. attend, 
then the attendance in the case of »n,tX)0 would Iw reduced in propo^ 
tion at the polling bcwths. And we would still more be told that we 
are backward. The time is fast coming when women should l>e given 
their franchise but I should say that the [tresent time is not an op|>or- 
tune one for giving them this privilege. 8o far as I urn concerned 1 
am opposed to extending the franchise to women. 

Or. MOHINI MOHAN 0A8 sp;»ke in vernacular in sup)H>rt of the 
refwdution. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: I am one of those few mcmWrs of this House 
who generally do not speak. In fact speech-making is not my line, but 
I feel that 1 shall In* failing in my duly if I do not whole-heartedly 
supjKirt the motion ably moved by Dr. Moreno. 

Sir, the rescdiition before the Hemse is not u new' (»ne. It was dis- 
cussed threadbare in this ('ouiicil in September, 11121, and was defeateil 
mostly with the help of the votes of the Mussalmun meml>eis. Now 
that the resolution has again been brought ftuw’ard it clearly indicates 
that there is a general desire in the pr<»vince to grunt the legitimate 
right to our women folk. I know that the (Conservative sectitm of the 
members will say that it is only a handful of educated ladies w'ho 
clamouring foi’ the suffrage and the larger section Indiind the purdah 
has shown no desire for acipiiriiig the privilege. To these gentlemen 
I would ask “ Did the millions of pe<iple who have got franchise under 
the M<mtugu-(yhelnisford lleforms ever show' any desire to participate, 
diiwlly or indirc<‘tly, in the administration of the criuntryt'” It is an 
admitted fact that the greatest |M»rtion of the voters in (his country 
is illiterate and they know as much of the J legislative (Councils and 
their functions as they know' of the man in the noHm. et the fi'au- 

chise has l>eeii given to them, and the Inm’ble meiiil»ers are taking pride 
in the fact that they are here as representatives of thew? fwople. The 
ordinary raiyats and cultivators in our villages never demanded any 
franchise, but it was demanded and is being demanded still further 
by the educated men. Therefore there is nothing either wrong or un- 
usual if the eciucated section of our women folk deiiiand the franchise 
on behalf of their less educated or even uneducated sisters. Where is 
the justification in refusing the educated women the veqr right which 
has already been granted to the educated menP It is an accepieil truth 
that privileges are acquired first by the educ4ited and then they are 
frittered down to the uneducated masses. 
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Sir, I do not want to tire the patience of the House by quoting 
instances, either old or new, where our women folk have shown compe- 
tence and equality with men when in power. Nor do I intend to 
remind the Muhammadan membeVs of this House the saying of their 
Prophet that “ heaven lies at the feet of women ”, and the Hindu mem- 
bers ” Gods roam there where the women ai'e worshipjied All that 
1 want to remind the House is that the country does not mean only 
its men folk, and Swaraj caitnot either be obtained or retained only by 
half portion of the srsdety. The struggle for Swaraj has only begun 
and we must see that the generations coming may take part in this 
great struggle. Hovr can we expe<‘t to make the future genemtions fit 
unless our women folk infuse in the 'minds of their sons a dying desire 
for Swaraj P Mothei's and sisiers shall have to prepare the child for 
the fight and wives shall have to stand hy their husbands and husbands 
by their wives in the great struggle. 

Sir, 1 have no doubt in my mind that members on the opposite side 
of the House will, without a single ex<*eption, support this motion, 
lliey are Gongn'ss men ami the Indian National ^’ongress has already 
given the women folk their legitimate shaie in the great natitmal 
organisation, ^riiey met in this very city under the piesidem^y of a 
woman — 1 mean Mrs. llesant — and the readeis of the newsj)apei*8 are 
aware that Vuri<»us Provincial (’ongiess ('oininittees have named Mrs. 
Sarojini Nuidu for the presidency of this year’s (\»ngre.ss. In our own 
province Mrs. 11. Das ably presided over tlu‘ meetings of the Bengal 
Provincial (Congress at ('hittagong. Therefore no Ch)ngress man, or 
Swarajist to be meue precise, can or should voti* against this motion. 

Then, Sir, it is a well-known fact that (he British i>eu]>le are not 
granting us Swaraj or anything near it on the [dea of unfitness. Gur 
quarrel with the ]H*ople of the ruling i-ace lies in the ditferenee of 
opinion. They consi«ler that we are not yet fit tt) manage our own 
affairs while we maintain that we are in every way fit. And are w^e 
not moving heaven and earth t<> prove that the rulei*s are wrtiiig? Do 
we not think and say that unfitness is (mly a plea, the ival fart Wing 
their unwillingness to tnnit us equally? If that is true, cannot our 
women folk repeat the same argument in demanding their franchise? 
Cannot they say that their unfitness is only a plea to refuse them the 
equal partnership? Sir, I ask the hon’hle meinbei-s to eonsider in all 
seriousness if they will not i»ix»ve themselves unworthy of receiving 
privileges fnmi othei‘8 if they refust? the same to the weaker sec^tion 
of their own community. 

Sir, the House is aware that the sister presidencies of Bombay and 
Madras have alr^dy brought up their women folk to equal status. 
Should Bengal lag Whind? Should the Province which gave birth to 
Ram Mohan Roy, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, Ananda Mohan Bose, 
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mi IpNireadm Nath Banerjea inault the women folk by refusing their 
legitplate righte and privileges P Sir, the motto of the nation now it 
onward *’--<Jur poet has sung W WW m fur “ Can we 

go forward leaving our mothers, sisteni and daughters behind K* Can 
we expect to bring our struggle for Swaraj to a suH'essful finish with- 
out the help, advit^e and guidance of our women folkl^ The obvious 
reply is “ No and “ Never and if that is so wm must carry this nmiioit 
unanimously and thereby prove that our desirt* for Swatnij is not a 
mere talk but a deHiit* genuine and deep-rooted. ** 

With these observations, 1 whole-heartedly 8Ui)port the imdioti of 
Dr. Moreno. 

Mr* d* GAMPBELL*F0RRE8TER: This debate brings to my 
memory a veiy interesting fact. When that grand old man of lleugal, 
the late Sir SuiTeiulra Nath Banerjea, was successful in the debate on 
the Calcutta Municipal Bill in giving the finncliise to women, he grip- 
ped my hand in glee and said ; ‘ Now Bengal is on the mol to free- 
dom.” I can also very well remember the President calling him t4» 
order because of liis*Hcli(»(db(»y glee at having gained this one measut'e 
for the municipality of (!alcuttu. Now, Sir, I do not see how is it that 
if you grant it in one sjihere, you can refuse it in unotlier. We, in 
p]ngland, have a saying that the three P’s rule the world, namely, the 
Press, the petticoat and the pulpit. Well, that being so, we know that 
the ladies rule the world — what is the good then of not giving them the 
vote when they have a greater power than the vole, I obey the rules 
of the House and cannot therefore get inspiration from the gallery 
like my friend Dr. Moreno. What I want to (ell my friend is that he 
is taking a w’rong coui'sc by bringing in this rescdutioii as it cun do no 
good, because ac<‘ording to the rules which we must abide by, I may 
point out that in the Bengal Ts‘gislative Council Manual the fcdlowing 
is laid down: — 

Hubjoet to the provisions of naraKraph 2 of this Hchecbilo, a m»rson Khali he 
qualified as an elec’tor for an iirimn <»r rural oonHtitueiiry, other than a Calcutta 
oonstitoenej', a'ho has a [»la<‘e of resideiu'e in the wnstitiiency, and who — 

( 1 ) has paid, during and in respect of the previous year or. as the case may 

be, during «nd in respwt of the Bengali year precedinfi; that in which 

the electoral roll for the time being under preparation is first published 

under these lulcs, — 

(») in the municipalities of Howrah or Cowiipore-Ohiipur, municipal 
taxes or fees of not less than Rs. 8, or any other municipal or 
cantonment area, municipal or cantonment taxes or fees of not 
less than Rs. 1-8, or 

(h) road and public works cesses under the Cess Act, 1880, of not ksis 
than Re. 1, or 

(r) chankidari tax under the Village Chaukidari Act, 1870, or union 
rate undw the Bengal Village Helf-Govemment Acfi, 1919, of not 
less thair R% 2, or 

(21 was in tlie prerions year asaeaaed to tnomnn-tax, or 

(2) is a retired, Mnskined or diacharged ofioer, non-commtasioned ofl&oer <»r 

•oldier of His Majesty’s regntar foroaa. 
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Dr. Moreno hsH brought in many Bills ttuecestfully in thii Couneil 
and I think that if he brings in a Bill for ginng franchise to ladies he 
will be successful. I may tell the House that about 20 years ago I sat 
on various public boards in England and I knew that ladies were of 
the greatest use to these boards. As I know, Sir, that on the Board of 
Guardians which has to deal at times with such delicate question as the 
parentage of a child, ladies were found U) be of the greatest use in 
getting at the truth so that the real guilty person was made to pay the 
penalty. As so much has already been said on this subject, I feel the 
House has already made up its mind and I do not think that anything 
more need be added. 


Mft K. Cl RAY CHAUDHURI: As a representative of the working 
classes, I feel that I am Imutid to vote for this motion. My reasons are 
obvious. As we all know, in the indurstrial areas, in the coal helds and 
in the jute mill areas this question is of sericuis importance. I am sure 
if the female francdiise is granted, the women of the working class wnll 
exerc’ise their right to vote. Many a home has lM»en ruined by drunken 
husbands and the wife of the worker is soilqected to* great humiliation. 

My second point is that so far as the working class is (concerned the 
almlition of polygamy will l>e <loiie away w’ith if women’s I'itrhts are recog- 
nised. Female workers themselves will demand its abolition. 

My third point is that by -this way desertion of wives in mill areas 
will be put a stop to and there will l>e an end to the trouble which befalls 
deserted wives who have no right of maintenam e. It is not merely an 
academic question but it is a question of practical politics. 

My fourth point is that it will lead t(» the ulKilition »>f sweating in the 
industrial urea where it is largely practiced. Female fmnchise will 
certainly modify that. 

My fifth {Miint is that if w'e have female voters, they will bring pressure 
on the (luestion of maternity lienefit whi< h is now pending. 

My last point is that this franchise will enforce purity and aladish 
immomlity in the villages. 

I therefore give my w'hole-hearte<i supixut to the measure. 

Ilfi NIRMAL CHANDRA CH UNDER! Sir, the arguments which 
I have heard advani'ed both here and elsewhere against the granting of 
the franchise to women are not Wf>rthy of (*ousideratiun. They are all 
arguments of despair. If you examine them, you will find that you can 
advance twM'h one of them against female education, against female eman- 
cipation and against anything whitdi will condi^e to the well being of 
women in geuefaU What 1 would ask the Counc^ to look at is that this 
matter should lie decided not merely on a question of expediency but on 
the ground whether you are going to give women of this country the meana 
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to # Ibeir duty toward* thifir country. I hoUave, Sir* that nobody can 
perf^n any duty to the country, at any rate effectively perform any 
duty; anless and until he or «)i« ** given the mean* to perform it. It i» 
undoubted that eveiy pemou ha* a ri^t to serve his or her country and 
to the country every one has a duty to serve. If that is so, if it is the 
duty of women to serve their country to the liest pur|M)se — are you gtiing 
to tell them that you can l»e a meinher of the Congress if you like, or the 
Swaraj party or the National Liberal Federation or the municipality 
but come to the Council you must not,— sMime t(» the {xdling IsMith you 
shall not? I do not understaml why we should limit their duties mertdy 
to the family circle. Why should not the women cIhmwc their own I’cpre- 
sentatives — be tbey men or women — for (he (^nIncil? That is wdiy I 
.say that liefore you vote, <onsider this; they have a right t«» serve their 
country and to enforce that right let them do what they like. It is for 
them to choose how they should enforce that right. But they ow'e a duty 
to the country — to serve her. Will you ask them to serve and deny them 
the means of serving^ I would like you to answer this question In'fore 
you vote. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali. The English 
translation of w hich is a.s follows : - 

Many things have been said by the R]H»akers on w'omenV franchise. 
As the time at my dis|>osal is short I shall briefly say something, 
particularly to the Moslem members. It is no exaggeration to say that 
the liberal attitude sbowm by Islam on the questions of w^omen's advan- 
tages, rights and inheritance does not exist in any other religion. But 
it is not to be understcMid that this iiieludes also unlimited freedom of 
movement, voting and all other cognate subje<'ts. 

Fitun the physical apfiearance and the nature of women it may Iw 
easily supposed that the respt^ctive spheres of work of men and w*omen 
are different. Women are the race of mothei's, their work is to give 
birtb to and bring up children. The rights and resjiect enjoyed by 
women are not insignificant, the history contains instances of rcmsulta- 
tions held with many W(»meii on scwial and jMilitical mattei-s, by men. 
Women can go outside their homes after putting on hurhah, but even 
then, they must cover all those {mrtious of the Iwuly which they are 
enjoined to cover. 

Many Moslem brethren are willing to vote for women's franchise lUi 
the grounds which have been mentioned. But every Moslem is awarf! 
that the injunction referring to the reading of the nemaj or the iiiustcal 
recitation of some po^ons of the scripture during the performance of 
nrmaj by men, does not apply to women. Tbey are enjoined to recite 
ibeee silently. They are not, again, authorisiNl to gi\*e the asm (call 
of prayers). It has become a custom to point out the condition of 
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Moflem vomeo in Turkestan and other places in explaining what is 
permitted and what is disallowed in the Islamic scriptures. But the 
(act of the existence of a custom in some Islamic country cannot be 
cited as the evidence of its having sanction^ unless it is approved of by 
the Koran Shariff, Hadis or any other authoritative scriptural work. 

It is one thing to work in consultation with women; but although 
it is known from history that many learned and intelligent women 
were bom among the Moslems cnn anybody cite any evidence that any 
woman ever took part in the election of the first Khalifa? 

Every Moslem should l)ear in mind that the purdah system is strictly 
enjoined by the Moslem scriptures. It is nearly impossible to exercise 
the right of vote within the purdah system and for this reason if womer. 
come to take part in voting strictness of the purdah system of the 
Mfwlems will gradually relax. We know, otherwise, that the right of 
inheritance which women do not enjoy among the Hindus hut they do 
among the Moslems, will probably give a larger number of women 
voters among the Moslems. 

Our religious scriptures enjoin tliat women should follow their 
husbands, or that the husbands are their master. S<>, the exercise of 
the right cd vote by women who are subservient to their husbands, who 
are compelled to a long period of inactivity through the necessity of 
hearing children and to them haraf^ ajnn and allamot are forbidden 
because of the necessity of raising the voice in them, cun never bo 
appr(»ved of by Islamic religion. Can anybody prove by means of reli- 
able d(wumentary evidence that women have ever exciristul their votes? 

I am not, thei'efor^, in favour of women’s franchise although it is 
uiideuiihle that the welfare of the nation, and of the country depends 
on women’s education and progress. 

Libera! as Islam has been with regard to women’s rights, inheritance 
and other subjects, it is equally strict with regard to the purdah; and 
who can deny that the effect of the purdah system is particularly bene- 
ficial? Many men are also aware of the respe<’tivi* conditions of two 
countries where the purdah exists and where it does not exist. 


Thf Non’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; I may inform the House that 
Government as Government has no opinion upon this question. 

The motion of Dr. H. W. B. Moreno was tlien put and a division was 
claimed. 


Mittn. H, t. JUHRAWARDY and A. C. ilANERJEE: May we 

divide by gtnug through these doors (pointing out to the doors on the weat 
aide)? The other door is too clow to the ladies’ gallery. (liaughter.) 



I||i roiilOlMTs No. Wky? Art you ajtmd of tke ladioaf I 
w« nien and will art like men, (Renewed laughter.) 

tfie division was then taken with t^e following result ; — 


AYES. 


aametf. Maiiivi NaimuMiii. 

Aluiiwl, Waiilsi ZamiMr. 

•attki, Saba SomM Ohantfra. 

•anarjaa, Or. eramatbaaata. 

•anarjaa* Aai labatfar Abinatb Chandra. 

tartan, Mr. H. 

taaa, taha datimira Nath. 

itrlay, Mr. L. 

taaa, taha tajay Kriahna. 

Chattarjaa. taha Umaa Chandra. 
Chaadhuri, Maalai laiyad Abdur Rah 
Chundar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oat, tabu Charu Chandra. 

Oat, Dr. Mohini Mahan. 

Dat Qupta, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, tabu Ahhil Chandra. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Oult, Mr. Q. S. . 

tafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Qanguly, tabu Khatandra Nath. 

Quha, Mr. e. N. 

Haidar. Mr. t. N. 

Haatain, Mauivi Wahad. 

Huq, Mauivi Ehramul. 

damat, Mr. F. E. 

daardar, Mauivi Aftab Howain. 

Khaitan, tabu Dabi Frotad. 


Khan, tabu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raaahid. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Liddail, Mr. N. C. 

Mitra, tabu Jatandra Nath. 

Miltar, Sir Fravath Chundar. 

Marana, Or. H. W. t. 

Mukarjaa, tabu Taraknath. 

Natkar, tabu Ham Chandra. 

Naafi, tabu Manmahan. 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Fratanna Oab. 

Ray, tabu Abanith Chandra. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Raja Manmatha Ntth 
af tanlath. 

Ray, Or. tidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 
talam, Khan tahadur Mauivi Abdut. 
tarkar, tabu Ntmanta Kumar, 
tarkar, tabu Naliniranjan. 

•an, Mr. N. C. 

•an Oupla, Mr. J. M. 

•uhraurardy, Or. A. 

Wiitan, Lt.-Cal. R. F. 

Waadhaad. Mr. 4. A. 


NOES. 


Addamt-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Addy, tabu Amulya Ohana. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Taytbuddin. 

* All, Mauivi tayyad tulUn. 
tanariaa, Mr. A. C. 
tarma, Rai tahib Fanabanan. 
Chakravarty, tabu tudartan. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chat^uH, Naarab tahadur taiyid Nawab 
AlTTlChan tahadur. 

Chaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nurul Htiq. 
Chawdhnry, Mauivi Failal Karim. 

Day, tabu tarada Fratad. 

Data, Rai tahadur Fyari Lai. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4, Campball. 

Ohutnavi Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Hat, Khan tahadur Kaii Zahirul. 

Nat, that tyad Emdadul. 

Hatua, Mauivi tayadut. 


Haatain, Khan tahadur Mauivi Mutharruf. 
Lai Mahammad, Haji. a 

Lindaay, Mr. 4. H. ^ 

Maity, tabu Mahandra Nath. 

Maaih, Mr. tyad M. 

Maiimuddin, Khajt. 

Oatan, Mr. E. F. 

Fahlawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Rahim, tha Han’bla Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, tabu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, tabu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Ilia dan’Ma Maharaja Kahaunith 
Chandra, tahadur of Nadia. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Raja Manilall tinth. 
tarkar, Mauivi Allah tukbah. 

•taphafiaan, tha Han’Wa tir Hugb, 
•uhravrardy, Mr. H. t. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 


The Ayes being 54 the Noes -‘18, the motion was rarried. ^ 

f At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 
[After the adjournment.] 
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R«ti«mhr tf lyHMt to BanfaL 

BalNi AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA; I move that this Council recom- 
mends to the Government that the Government of Bengal be pleased to 
communicate to the Government of India that the Bengal Legislative 
Council are in favour of the retransfer of Sylhet to Bengal. 

Sir, before going into the merits of this case I am anxious to draw the 
attention of the House to one or two principles which have been laid down 
and accepted as regards territorial distribution. Sir, the time at my dis- 
pr)sal would not enable me to deal with the subject as exhaustively as 
I wish to, and, therefore, I shall be very brief. The two principles which 
have been well established are these : one is the linguistic or the racial 
basis, the underlying idea being that the administrative units should be 
homogenous. In other words there should be one language for one pi*o- 
vince and the idea is that all the Bengal i-speaking people should Iw 
brought under one Government. Thai was the principle laid down in the 
memorable despatch of Ix>rd Hardinge of August, 1911. That was also the 
principle accepted in the Montford Report. Then, Sir, there is one other 
principle in this connection, whic'h has also been authoritatively laid 
down, and that is, what I may call, principle of self-determination. We 
have if in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report that this territorial distri- 
bution or readjustment should not l>e imposed by the Government upon 
the people. This is a matter in which the people should choose for them- 
selves. Tt has l)een described as a process of consent — consent of two 
parties. For instance, in the case of Sylhet the consent of the province 
from which it is sought to be transferred, as well as the consent of the 
province to which it is sought to be transferred should be taken. These 
are t||| two principles, and if we are to test the case of Sylhet hy these 
two principles, we find that there is an yverwhelminglv strong case in 
favour of the retransfer of Sylhet to Bengal. I am anxious to invite the* 
attention of the House to the faci that it is not a case of transfer really 
speaking of Sylhet — ^it i# a case of retransfer. Sylhet, as is well known, 
was an integral paH of Bengal till the year 1874. It was in that year that 
Svlhet was separated from Bengal against her wish and for no benefit of 
Svlhet herself. Now, if we are to judge hy this standard as to whether the 
linguistic test is a sufficient argument in favour of the transfer, I do not 
think. Sir, I can put the caae better than it is put here in a hook which 
has Wn published on the subject of the re-union of Sylhet and Cachar 
with Bengal : — 

Sylhet enntAtns full one-Rixtcenth of the total Bengalee popniation. Its afflni- 
tira, religtnuR, Nocial and linguistic, with the Bengalee-spesking population of 
Bengal are of the olotesi kind. Its ancient history and cy^Hure have, from time imme- 
morial, been organi^lly bound up with those of Bengal. *It was the ancestral home 
of the great founto of Vaiahnaviam, 8ri Chaitanya Ifahaprabhn, and one of his 
moat illustrious disciples, Srimai Adwait Acharyya. The founder of what is known 
as the ** Narya Nyaya the great Ragfaunath Siromoni was a natire of Sylhet. It 
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Sylhet, Pandit Qouri Sankar Bhattaeliaiyyaf whoaa nama ia asaoci* 
atod tha first Bangalaa nawspapar, conductad by one of our own countryman. 
In tba'I^h and 17th centuries, 8ylhet made valuable contributions to the literatura 
and ndtdious thought of Bengal and this oonnection has been maintained even up 
to the present day. • 

Tha vast majority (ri*., 92p.c.) of the people of Syibet, both Hindu and Muharoma 
dan, q>eak the Bengalee language. Barring the small imfwrted labour in tea-plan* 
tatioQS, nearly cent per cent of the indigenous population speak the Bettgalee 
language, belong ethnological ly to the Bengalee race, have the same manners and 
customs, traditions and thoughts with their brethren in Bengal and are indissolubly 
bound up with them, by the ties of blood and social rclationtihij>. 

On the other hand. Sylhet has absolutely no nlhnity, whatsoever, linguistic or 
social, with Aasam, from which it is separated by an insurinountiihle harrier of over 
200 miles of mountain -ranges. Whereas the city of Calcutta is within 24 hours’ 
journey from the district of Sylhet one has to travel for over 44 hours to reach 
Shillong, the capital of Assam, from Sylhet. Neither the inhabitants of Sylhet nor 
those of Assam have shew’n any dinposition to merge their riwinl exc'lu.sivencNH and 
to enter into matrimonial alliances with each other, and nistom, which has the 
strength of religion, absolutely bars the formation of smh aswHMations. Nearly 
fifty years’ administrative conno<lion with the Assaiis'sc' ha\e iirtKlmtMl no apprtni* 
able change in the social sentiments of the people ol eithei races ntul the gulf of 
racial differences remains as wide as ever. This fact temls irresistibly to the 
conclusion that those wh« are different scK*ially. linguistically, and ethnologically, 
cannot be welded into one people by any artificial means. 

The Govenimont of India in their Despatch of rith June, IfMW, also giv> c.tpres* 
slon to the .same views — “The pnihlem is also (implicated by the cleavage geo* 
%raphiral as well as religious, social and political lH»tweeri the two val)e>s wlnc’h 
comprise the more advanced portion of the province. The .'\ssiiin Valley is mainly 
Hindu and aniinfstic. In the Surma Valley, Muslims are in a majority. One 
experienced officer has indeed gone the Icuigth «»f advising that so different are the 
conditions and interests of the two Valleys that their separate* adimnistration 
appear nt*cessary, if a real advance towards responsible Ooveriunent is to l>e made 

So far as the linguistic test is concerned, that is satisfied. 

Now, as regards the question as to whether the people want it or 
not, the history is a long one, but I shall only give ii brief outline of it. 
In order to give a correct idea of the situation I want to tell the House 
that Sylhet having a total of 1/lOth of the Hengulec population, it run 
justly be said that if mother Bengal is said to have Ifi sons, then Sylhet 
is one son. There are If) sons in Bengal and one in Sylhet. and this 
one brother was separated in 1874 against his wish. Even at this 
remote time, there was a great agitation over that compulsory separa- 
tion, and in the language of Kristo Das Pal, Sylhet was the golden calf 
sacrificed to the new idol at As-sam, and the Sylliet people felt much 
aggrieved by this transfer, as the people of Alsace Lorraine felt by their 
transfer to Germany. However, Sir, there was great agitation, and 
although time is the hjpler of all wounds, and altliough it is precisely 
50 years now that that Mparatiom took place between one brother on one 
side and 15 brothers on the other side, yet time has not been able to heal 
up that wound, as will be evidenced from the agitation that has been 
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carried on in Sylhet ever since 1874 for its re-'Union with Bengal 
Whenever there was an opportunity, they renewed their agitation, 
For instance, at the time of the great partition in 1905, there was a 
great agitation and although th^ higgler settled fact was unsettled, and 
although agitation was carried on through all conceivable channels — 
public meetings, memorials to the Governor General, special meeting 
of the Moslem leaders of the two parts of Bengal and resolutions of the 
Indian National Congress and so on — and although all these steps were 
taken, all the eastern districts were retransferred to Bengal only with 
the exception of Sylhet. I wonder, Sir, if Sylhet is looked upon as the 
step-son of mother Bengal. 

They did not succeed on that oiM asion. The next opportunity was 
afforded by the announcement of the Reforms in August, 1917. The 
people of Sylhet did not lose a moment’s time. Within a month or two — 
I think it was in December, 1917, a deputation waited upon His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General and the Secretary of vState for India. 
Although no relief was given at the time, a principle was enunciated that 
there would be redistribution of territories after the inauguration of 
the Reforms. Therefore they waited for some tifae and after the form- 
ation of reformed Councils they renewed their agitation. For instance, 
in Septemhr, 191^1, Mr. Nag, the Sylhet member, moved this matter 
in the Assembly and the Hon ’hie the Home Member replied that the 
popular wish must be expressed in the Assam (h)uncil but he did not 
like to take any note of all that were appearing in the press or happen- 
ing on the platforms. He suggested that the iK){)ular wish should be 
expressed through the local (hmncil. Accordingly in the Assam Council 
a resolution was moved asking the Government to retransfer Sylhet to 
Bengal. That resolution was opiM»sed by Government on this particular 
groulwl amongst others that the views of the people of Bengal were not 
known to them. The matter was brought up again in the Tjegislative 
Assembly in January last and it was again declared by Government 
that the opinion of the people of Bengal must be ascertained. It is 
for this reason that we are moving this resolution to ascertain w’hat the 
opinion and view of the people of Bengal on this question of the trans- 
fer of Sylhet to Bengal are. The people of Bengal have expressed their 
own opinion in the most unequivm'al language on more than one 
m^'asion and in so many different ways. For instance, we bad resolu- 
tions passed by the Indian National Congress urging the transfer; the 
Bengal Provincial Conference also passed a similar resolution; the some 
transfer was urged in the press and the platform. So far as the district 
of Sylhet is concerned T am sure the meml>ers know that it falls within 
the Congress territorial jurisdiction of Bengal. Sylhet is also in the 
same Provincial Conference jurisdiction as tlie rest of Bengal, so it is 
perfectly clear that the opinion of Bengal is Veally unmistakably in 
favour of the transfer. “ Back to Bengal ’’ had been the cry of the 
Sylhet people for the last 50 years and that is a desire, a desire for the 
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r^unfiiiili of one Inrotlier with th* other 16 brothers and that is a desire 
with m^oh thu people of Bengal cannot bnt have sympathy. 

Jtfit one word more and I have done. There is no question of any 
commtmal consideration in this matter.® The Muhammadans of Sylhet 
have expressed their desire to come back to Benj^al on several ocTusions 
and in several ways. I have no time to go into the whole history of 
this question. With these few words I commend my resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the following amendment to 
the resolution of Balm Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

That after the word * Sylhet * the words * and Cachar ’ be added.’* 

He spoke in Bengali : The English ti'anslation of which is as 
follows : — 

Sylhet is an integral part of Bengal. During Moslem rule Sylhet 
formed an important division or administrative unit of Bengal. Vnder 
British rule also, Sylhet was at first inrhided in Dacca Division. After 
Cachar was annexed to British territory, Sylhet along with it hud 
always been up till 1)^74 included in Dacca Division. In the Assnm 
Council a resolution for amalgamating the districts of Sylhet and 
Cachar with Bengal, has been passed. Sixty-six per cent, of the pf^ui- 
lation of Cachar is Bengali-speaking. If Sylhet is re-amulgamated with 
Bengal, there is no reasonable gnmnd to leave out Cachar. As the 
time at my dispf)sal is short I am unable to speak at length on my 
amendment which has many grounds t<i urge in its favour. Pressed 
thus bv the want of time I move this amendment for the addition of 
the word “Cachar” after Sylhet. I hoja* there will be none to take 
exception to it. 

Th« Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: 1 wish to explain what 
the position of Government is as regards this resolution. As a muttor 
abstract sentiment we can have nothing but i^yinpathy for it, but w'e 
have to deal with these things in a practical way and w^e do not feel that 
we have at the present moment sufficient information before us to enable 
us to make up our minds either way. We have an oi)en mind on the 
subject. If we come to a vote on this resolution the Government will 
take no part in it. 

As the mover has pointed out one of the principal matters for con- 
sideration is the wishes of the people concerned. The mover has told 
us that the wishes of the people are unanimous. Well, Sir, we are not 
in a position to come to any decision on the point but the Assnm Govern- 
ment are not of the opinion that the wishes are unanimous; 
that is a matter we ^nnot test here and on which we desir«^ 
to have further information. Then, Sir, the appetite grows 
by eating. This family of 16 sons, I am afraid, will hare a tendency 
to become at least 20 before we finish with it. 6hah 8yed Emdadul Haq 
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carried on in Sylhet ever since 1874 for its re-nnion with Bengal. 
Whenever there was an opportunity, they renewed their agitation. 
For instance, at the time of the great partition in 1905, there was a 
great agitation and although th^ higger settled fact was unsettled, and 
although agitation was carried on through all conceivable channels — 
public meetings, memorials to the Governor General, special meeting 
of the Moslem leaders of the two parts of Bengal and resolutions of the 
Indian National Congress and so on — and although all these steps were 
taken, all the eastern districts were retransferred to Bengal only with 
the exception of Sylhet. T wonder, Sir, if Sylhet is looked upon as the 
step-son of mother Bengal. 

They did not succeed on that occasion. The next opportunity was 
afforded by tlie announcement of the Reforms in August, 1917, The 
people of Sylhet did not lose a moment’s time. Within a month or two — 
I think it was in DecemlMT, 1917, a deputation waited upon His Excel- 
lency the Governor-General and the Secretary of State for India. 
Although no relief was given at the time, a principle was enunciated that 
there wmuld l»e redistribution of territories after the inauguration of 
the Reforms. Therefore they waited for some time and after the form- 
ation of reformed Councils they renewed their agitation. For instance, 
in Septembr, 19<M, Mr. Nag, the Sylhet meml)er, moved this matter 
in the Assembly and the Hon ’hie the Home Member replied that the 
jmpular wish must he expressed in the Assam Council, hut he did not 
like to take any note of all that were appearing in the press or happen- 
ing on the platforms. He suggested that the popular wish should l)e 
expressed thr(mgh the lo<‘al Council. Accordingly in the Assam Council 
a res(dutiou was moved asking the Government to retransfer Sylhet to 
Bengal. That resolution was opfMised hy Government on this particular 
grousd amongst others that the view's of the people of Bengal were not 
known to them. The matter w'as brought up again in the Tiegislaiive 
Assembly in January last and it was again declared hy Government 
that the opinion of the people of Bengal must be ascertained. It is 
for this reason that we are moving this resolution to ascertain w'hat the 
opinion and view’ of the people of Bengal on this question of the trans- 
fer of Sylhet to Bengal are. The p«»ople of Bengal have expressed tlieir 
ow’n opinion in the most unequivocal language on more than one 
m’CHsion and in so many different ways. For instance, w’e had resolu- 
tions passed by the Indian National Congress urging the transfer; the 
Bengal Provincial Conference also passed a similar resolution; the same 
transfer was urged in the press and the platform. So far as the district 
of Sylhet is concerned I am sure the members know that it falls within 
the Congress territorial jurisdiction of Bengal. Sylhet is also in the 
same Provincial Conference jurisdiction as tl^* rest of Bengal, so it is 
perfwtly clear that the opinion of Bengal is really unmistakably in 
favour of the tninsfer. Back to Bengal ” had been the cry of the 
Sylhet people for the last 50 years and that is a desire, a desire for the 
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of ooo brother with the other 15 brothers end that is a desire 
with tibich the people of Bengal cannot bnt have sympathy. 

Ji^it one word more and I have done. There is no question of any 
eommnjlal consideration in this matter.* The Muhammadans of Sylhet 
have expressed their desire to come back to Bengal on several occasions 
and in several ways. I have no time to go into the whole histoiy of 
this question. With these few words I commend my resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 

SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ moved the following amendment to 
the resolution of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

That after the word ‘ Sylhet ’ the words ‘ and Cachnr ' l»e added.** 

He spoke in Bengali: The English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

Sylhet is an integral part of Bengal. During Moslem rule Sylhet 
formed an important division or administrative unit of Bengal. Fnder 
British rule also, Sylhet was at first included in l)ac(‘a Divisitm. After 
Cachar was annexed t») British territory, Sylhet along with it had 
always been up till 1H74 included in Damr Divisitm. In the Assam 
Council a resolution for amalgamating the districts of Sylhet and 
Cai^har with Bengal, has been passed. Sixty-six per cent, of the popu- 
lation of Cachar is Bengali -speaking. If Sylhet is re-amalgamated with 
Bengal, there is no reasonable ground to leave »ni( Cachar. As the 
time at my disposal is short I am unable to speak at length on my 
amendment which has many grounds to urge in its favour. Pressed 
thus by the want of time I move this amendment for the addition p{ 
the word “Cachar” after Sylhet. I hope there will be none to take 
exception to it. 

The Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I wish to explain what 
the pijsition of Government is as regards this resolution. As a matter 
abstract sentiment we can have nothing but f^yinpathy for it, but we 
have to deal with these things in a practical way and we do not feel that 
we have at the present moment sufficient information Wfore us tf> cfiable 
U8 to make up our minds either way. We have an open mind on the 
subject. If we come to a vote on this resolution the Government will 
take no part in it. 

As the mover has pointed out one of the principal matters for con- 
sideration is the wishes of the people concerned. The mover has t(dd 
us that the wishes of the people are unanimous. Well, Sir, we are not 
in a position to come to any decision on the point hut the Assam Govern- 
ment are not of the opinion that the wishes are unanimous; 
that is a matter we ^nnot test here and on which we desiri^ 
to have further infdrmation. Then, Sir, the appetite grows 
by eating. This family of 16 sons, I am afraid, will have a tendency 
to become at least 20 before we finish witb it. Sbab Syed Emdadul Haq 

SI A 
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hfift already added one to the family by his amendment asking for the 
inclusion of Cachar. In the debate in the Assam Council Goalpara and 
Cachar were mentioned as being equally concerned and as having an 
equal claim to come over to Bengal, and if Goalpara, Cachar and 
Sylliet come over to Bengal, Lushai Hills will be practically entirely 
surrounded by Bengal, and cannot be left alone as an outpost of Assam. 
If we bring these four districts to Bengal, the loss will naturally be a 
serious thing to Assam and we should have to consider matters from 
their point of view also. Then the mover, if my recollection serves me 
right, has on previous occasions sent in motions for the transfer of 
Manbhuin to Bengal, and there have bcdi motions sent in, all of which 
I understand were disallowed, for the transfer of Monghyr, Manbhum, 
Singhbliurn and Bbagalpur. So tliat it is (iiiite dear we cannot deal 
with it merely as a qucvstion of the transfer of an isolated small tract of 
country; we must have in mind that it may lead to serious territorial 
redistribution. The mover has said that one of the under-lying princi- 
ple's is the unifieation of lhe» Bengali-speaking jieojde in one province. 
We have see that in currying out this principle we do md come into 
conflict w'ith another principle he has (pioted, namely, the necessity for 
compactness in the administrative arenas. 

Then, Sir, another point which we as guardians of the inte?'est of 
Bengal have to e onsider is the financial one. Sylhet, I understand from 
the clehates in the A.ssam Touncil, is run at a loss of Rs. 1 lakh c^ery 
year not counting any overhead charges. If we are going to add other 
districts to the numlwr we have to consider what loss this will entail. 
We have to pul before the people of Bengal before they make up their 
irtinds on the subject only on the sentimental side what this exui tly d<K*R 
mean to Bengal. Even the transfer of Syllud will apparentl.x mean a 
finamdal loss which w'e in Bengal shall have to make up; it also means 
an increase of expenditure Wause we shall have to devote (as the mover 
has said if we take Sylhet we euunot treat it as a step-son) an equal 
•hare of our balances to Sylhet. I am not putting forward these nigu- 
ments in the way of any opposition to the motion. All 1 want to p<»int 
out is that these are the reasons why Government are not at the present 
moment prepared to take a definite view on the retransfer question on 
either side; W’e have not got .suflicient information. But this debate will 
la* forwarded to the Government of India for their information and for 
such guidance as they think proper to derive from it. 

tabu AKNIL CHANDRA DATTA: May I only draw the attention 
of Government to certain passages at panigraph 246 of the Montagu* 
Chelmsford Report. There is said — 

We »re bound to indicete our own etear opinion that wtierever such rodistributionv 
are necfunary and can bo efiectod by proow* of roni£^t the attempt to do «o •‘miild 
be made ; and therefore we deeire that it ehould be recognised a« one of the aaiiieet 
dutiM incumbent .upon ail the reformed provincwl Govemmente to teet provincial 
opinion upon eoheniM directed to thie end. 
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Tlierme this is aoniething whioli should have been done long Ouar only 
requeldi is that there should not be any further time lost on this matter^ 

TIN Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEMIENSONs May I explain? I 
gather that the mover wishes us to asi*ertain the opinion of Sylhet at 
once. 

Babll AKHIL CHAM DR A DATTAS So far as Bengal is concerned 
it is necessary to know the views of Bengal. 

Tho Hofl’blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: As I explained we (liink 
it our duty to put the entire case l)ef(»re the j>eople of Bengal l»efore we 
take their views. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ’s ainendtiient to the reNolutioii of 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — - 

AYES. 

Haa, Shah Syad Emdadul. | Huq, Mauivi Ehramul. 

NOES. 

■anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. Ray, Sahu Abanith Chandra. 

Bom, Babu Btioy Krishna. Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Chakravarti. Babu Jofindra Chandra. Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Chaudhun, Rai Harsndranath. Sarhtr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Morsno, Or. H. W. B. Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. 

Mukorjoa, Babu Taraknath. 

The Ayes heiiig and the Noes 11 (he uniendiiicnt was lost. 

The motion of Babu Akhil ('handra Datta was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. d. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mi. IVesident, I tnisi you 
will allow me to make a jiersorial explanation. When (he cpiestioii of 
women’s suffrage was disrussed in (liis Council I spoke on Ixdialf of it, 
hut I am afraid my name will he found as voting against the resolution. 

The explanation is (hut when the division Ih*II rang I was in the “No” 

lobby. 1 at the time was smoking a cigarette, I placed this liglited 
cigarette on the wooden pillar at the door as I entered the (^humlK^r to 
take part in the division. When the House divided I immediately 
returned to see that no damage had been done by the cigarette. I did 
not pass the teller’s table, but J was informed that immediately I crossed 
the “ No ” lobby d<H>r my vote must l>e recorded in that lobby. Of 
course I bow to that dtfcision, hut I fear few' iiietnliers of the House are 
avrare of this rule. I^ust that this explanation will make clear what 
must seem an anomaly. In this House I have always sfioken and voted 
in favour of the franchise for women. 



Ii4 lllgsOLtJftoKS. Aoo. 

Mr> PRESIOENTI Youf explanaticm will bd i'^rded in the pro- 
c«»ediitgs df <^is Obuncit. I rntty iidd that tlm talltr had no option ond 
rightly reoordted your vote» 


Aifjourimiint 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 20th 
August, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProoiMiingt.vf the Bengal LegitMive Oeuneil « wiiar Bie 

pnwniom ef the Oevermnent ef iMHe Aet 

to Couiifil met in the Council Chaml>er in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the t?0th August, 1926, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’hle the President (Kinnnr Shib Shekhareswar Ray) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Exetutive Council, and 111 
nominated and elected niemlM'rs. 


Starred Questions 

(to jrhich oral answers were given). 

Supply of drinking water in rural areas. 

•LV. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Ui) Will the llon'ble 
the Member in (barge of the l)e|mrtnient of lioeal Sell-t bivei nment 
l>e pleased to state whether il is a fact that there is a wide-spread 
demand for the supply ol pure drinking water throughout the Presi- 
deimy of Rengall^ 

(h) AVhat stejrs, if any, have the (lovernmeiit taken for the supply 
of pure drinking water?' 

(r) What further steps are the (lovernment taking in the matter^ 

MEMBER in ehargo of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Maharala Kshaunisb Chandra Ray Bahadur 
of Nadia): ia) Tes. 

(6) and (r) The provision of an adequate supply of pure drinking 
water in rural areas is primarily the concern of the local bodies ooa- 
cerned. In 1924-26 an acute scarcity (»f water wan reported from 
several districts, specially in the Presidency and Burdwau Divisions, 
and Government placed allotments of Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 30, (XK), res- 
pectively, at the disposal of the Commissioners of the Presidency and 
Burdwan Divisions and direi^ted that the giants should be distributed 
at their discretion in of local efforts to remove water scarcity. The 
grant was made in each (‘ase only as a stimulus to l(K;al effort, namely, 
to thoee localities which were prepared in return to make an effective 
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contribution of either money or labour towards the local need. Gov- 
ernment also directed that district boards should spend daring the 
year, the major portion, if not the whole, of the augmentation grant 
on rural water-supply. c 

In the current year’s budget 2} lakhs have been provided to assist 
local authorities to improve the rural water-supply. The grant has 
been distributed in the following manner; — 



Rs. 

Presidency Division 

... 75,000 

Burdwan Division 

... 75,000 

Rajsliahi Division 

... 50,000 

Dacca Division 

... 30,000 

(Jiittagong Division 

... 20, (KM) 


A copy of Government circular Nos. 1(15-109 T. -P.H., dated the 
11th May, 1925, which explains the attitude *of Goverunicnt in this 
matter unci lays down the princi[des to he ohser\e<l by the Divisional 
Coinmissdoners in allocating grunts to individual districts and schemes, 
is laid on the table. 


Circular referred to iti the reply to clauses {h) and (e) of 
starred question No. JA . 

PuilLIC llKAl/ni. 

Nos. 105-109 T. — P.II., dated Darjeeling, the 11th May, 1925. 

From — S. W. Gooiik, Ksg., i.( ..s.. Secretary to the Govern- 
ment t»f Heiigal, Local SeH-Governnient Department, 
To All (knnmissioners of Divisions. 

I am dii’cctcd to refer to m> circular letter Nos, 1521-28 P.H., 
dated the 15th July, 1924, on (he subject of the improvement ot water- 
supply in rural ureas. Governiueiit have carefully examirunl the whole 
question in the light of the replies to that circular and have come to 
the conclusion that while the problem can only he solved by lo(‘al 
bodies, it is legitimate and desirable that Government Hhould assist 
localitiew in supplying their needs, A provision of Rs. 21 lakhs has 
accordingly l>eeu made in the budget for the current year to enable 
grants to be given in aid of dehiiite sf'hemes for the improvement of 
rural water-supply, and, if satisfactory resulfii can be achieved in this 
way, it is hoped that it will be {possible to repeat the grant in the four 
succeeding yeara if the financial position permits. 
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ijlj. The gmt for the ye«r 1925^ hw been dutribated M 


follies 

Hti. 

Presidency Div'isioii * ... 75,000 

Burdwan Division ... 75, (KX) 

Rajshahi Division ... 50,0(K) 

Dacca Division ... 30,000 

Chittagong Division ... 20,000 


Orders are Iwing issued pla<iiig the allotment for your Division at 
your disposal, and I am now to ronvey the instructions of (iovcrnment 
as to the piinciplcs to Ih‘ observed by ytm in allocating it U* individuaJ 
districts and to individual schemes. 

3. In the first jilace, I am to say that in allocating the giuiiits 
the guiding principle should W to sts uie that the money will l»e spent 
usefully in localities where ilie need for improved water-supply is really 
urgent, and subject to the obscivuin'e of this (‘ondition (iov'erninent 
pitijmse to leave you a tairly free band in the matter. It is most desi- 
rable to avoid the mistakes wbi( h were made in connect iem with the 
distribution of previous grants <d this character, when insistence on 
rigid c(>mlitions profluced a mass of cmTesjMuidence and paper jiifi- 
grammes, but very little addition to the water-supply ot the province. 
While it is., of course, most desirable that flistrict lamnls sboubi lie 
consulted in regard to the <li.stribulioii of the grants, they should, as 
already stated, be albaated to definite sidienies and not in the form 
of lump grants to the Ixmrds. It will be for the district oHicer, in 
consultation with the Ixiard and with his sulMlivisionul ofheers and 
circle officers, to select the most urgent mthemes and to rtxommeiid 
them to you iu order of urgency as suitable for a graid. Experience 
shows that, on the v^hole, union Imurds are the best agency ff»r carry- 
ing out amull l(K‘ttl schemes for the improveiiieiit of rural water-supply, 
and (Government desire that the hulk of the grunts sboubi In* ilistri- 
buted to union Iwurds in the <li.sliicts where they exist. On the other 
hand, areas in which no union Ixianls exist should not lie alisolutely 
debarred from the benefits of a grant, and in such areas there is no 
objection to a grant lieiug given to any suitable Iwul agency, such as 
a co*operative society, an anti-malarial society, or even a group of 
private individuals, provided that you and the district officer are satis- 
fied that the need for improved wator-supply is really urgent and that 
the agency selected can be relied upon to spend the giant to advantage. 

4. A« a generalrule, it may be laid down that the acdual need of 
a particular villag* for improvetl water-supply will be sbowfi by its 
willingness to contribute jairi of the cost, and ordinarily the union 
board or other local agency applying for a grant should be required 
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to contribute at least one^tbird of the total cost of the work* On the 
other hand, rigid insistenee on this condition might result in nothing 
being done in the poorest and most nec^essitous areas, and you are 
therefore authorized to waive it ^n individual cases if you think this 
course advisable. As between union boards with equal needs, prefer- 
ence should be given to those Ixiaids which have already imposed tax- 
ation under se(;tion 37(h) of the Village Self-Government Act or are 
prepared to do so. 

6. Every endeavour should be made to secure the financial co- 
operation of the district board in the schemes subsidisefl by Government 
and care must of course be taken to prevent overlapping. It is 
obviously desirable that Government, the district board and the local 
authorities should <^o-operate in the early exe<*ution of particular 
schemes ratln^r than dissi[)ate their energies over a large number of 
different schemes. It is hoped, therefore, that district boards will be 
willing to contribute a generous share of the hinds they have available 
for water-su}»ply to the schemes selected foi- grants on tlie juesent 
occasion . 

0. As to the objects on which the grants should l>e spent, it is 
clear that hnal conditions vary enormously. In some areas money will 
be more profitably spent <in re-excavating old tanks than on digging 
new onesi. In other areas wells are of more impjutance than tanks, 
and in some places it would probably be worth while to experiment with 
tube-w'ells. (iovernment accordingly projjose to leave you a free hand 
in’ the selection (d the schemes to which grants should be allfKiuted, 
subject only to the <(»ndition that the expenditure of the grant is likely 
to lead to a genuine improvement in the local watei-sui)j)ly. 

7. As to the actual disbursement of the grants, you mav give dis- 
trict officers such instructions us you think necessary. Where a Imal 
contribution is required, it should ordinarily be spent before any part 
of the Government grant is disbursed, and a portion of the grant shoubl 
l>e kept in hand till the w’ork is <*ertified to have been satisfactorily 
completed. It is not ne<*essary to insist on elalairate measurements 
being made by the authority granting the (‘crtificate. The grant may 
Ih* disbursed from time to time by the district officer subject to your 
control, if he is satisfied on the certificate of a rt'sjionsible officer, either 
of the district staff or of the district board engineering staff, that the 
work has made suffitient progress or has been satisfactorily completetl. 

8. It is desirable that the alloca^tion of grants should be made a» 
scK)n as |>o8sibIe in order that work on the schemes selected for grants 
may be started as soon as the working season begins. You should 
therefore call uiKin district officers to consider at once, in consultation 
with district boards, what sehemes should be r^Kimmeuded for grants 
during the curwmi year. It would probably save time aud correspond- 
ence, if, before making reoommendationa,. district officers convened an 
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6onfer^ce, or formcMi a local oommittaa, ccnsiating of tha 
CltUmaa and some or all of the members of the district board, the sub- 
di'vulional and circle officers and any others likely to be able to {five 
uselnl advice. It is believed that fin most districts, progratnnie.-^ of 
a eort already exist, and the most urgent schemes are pi^oliably well 
known to the local authorities, so it should nut be difficult to seizure 
a considerable measure of local unanimity in regard to the mdieines to 
be put at the head of the list. 

9. It should l)e understood that these instructi<uis apply only to 
the distribution of the current year’s grant, and that (iovernment 
reserve the right to modify or supplement them in their application 
to the distribution of grants in future years. It is, however, ho]MMl 
that with the eordial co-oj)erutioii of all eoncerned, they will prrahn'e, 
within the next twelve months, a suKstantial improvement in the water- 
supply of the areas to adnch the grants are allocated. I am to ask that 
a report may he siuhinitted to (lovermnent hv the 1st l)e<M‘mlM‘r on' the 
progress made in the allocation of the grants and on aii\ difficult iw 
that may have arisen. Suggestions may then also he made for any 
alteration of these^insti netiems that you consider desirahle. 


Assistant Sub-lnspactors of Calcutta Polioe, 

*LVIt Mr. M. DAUD: {a) Will the Ilon’hle the Member in 
charge of the Police l)cj»artm(*nt he phrased to stah> the scale of pay 
received hy the Assistant Suh-InsiK»<torH attached to the Cahuita 
Police Foite? 

{/>) Will the Hon’hle the Member 1 m* pleasinl to state whether any 
quarters or allowances in lieu thereof an* given to them? 

(r) Is it a fact that a re ]) resen tat ion was inmh* to the Commis- 
sioner of Police in I92d hy the Assistant Sul>“IusiK‘('h)r8 for the incre- 
ment of their siilaries, and to jjrovide them with winter uniforms free 
of charge? 

(r/) If so, wlmt lutioii has Imhui or is ladiig taken to remove their 
grievaucx*8? 

(f) Is it a fact that Assistant Sub-Insj>ector8, when promoted to 
the gnuie of Siib-Inspe<*tors, are invariably |x>sted in the North District 
of Calcutta under the Deputy Commissioner of Police, North District? 

(f) How many of them have lieen reverted and on what gnmndsP 

(ff) Is it a fact that Hem] Constables and constables of the Calcutta 
Police Force get railway warrants (free fiasses) when iliey procteed to 
their homes on privjl^e leave ? 

(A) Is it a fact that no such pass is given to the Assistant Hub- 
Inspectors when they proceed to their homes on privilege leave? 
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(t) If the Bmwer to (h) is in the aHIrmatiye, will fjie fioa^bJe tiie 
Member be pleaeed to state whether the Goi^emmeiit are considerm^ 
the desirability of granting railway warrants to Assistant Sub-Inspect<Mr8 
proceeding on privilege leave to thfsir homes P 

(/) Is it a fact that European and Anglo-Indian Sergeants with- 
out any thana experience are plac^ed in charge of out-posts in prefer- 
enc4^ to Assistant Sub- Inspectors? 

(/•') If the answer to (J) is in the affinnative, are the Government 
considering the desiinbility of placing the Assistant Sub-Inspectors in 
chargi* of the out-posts? 


MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Hugh Stephenson): (a) Itupees JIO, rising by annual increments of 
He. I to Hk. 40, and Uiereufter by annual increments of Rs. 2 to Rs. 50. 

(M They are cut il led to (|uarterM, hut ordinarily allowan<‘es in lieu 
of qua Hers arc not given. 

(c) In l!)2d, the ( 'oiiitiiiHsinnei of Police* r(‘ccived petitions fitmi 
certain Assisi aiii Sub-Inspectors asking for warm (Nothing, but no |>eti- 
tion for an incnuise in their salaiiescan Ih‘ traced. 

(f/) The lipplication for warm clothing was rejected. 

(c) No. 

(/) As no period is Kp(*cified in the (piestion no answer is given. 

(//) lleiul (Vmsiahics and constuhlc^s of the (’alcutta Police get rail- 
way pasHt'H when prix-ewling home on leave once in four years under 
certain restrictions. 

(A) No pa.sHes are grant*Ml to Assi.Htant Sul>-ln specters when they 
jn’oceed home on leave. 

(/) No. 

(j) I his is not a lact. ’I he dutii^s of Kumpean and Anglo-Indian 
Sergeants and of Assistant Sub-Inspe<‘tors fall into two entirely different 
categories. 

{k) This dcM's not arise. 


Mr. M. DAUD: Is it not a fact that European and Anglo-Indian 
Sergeants who are placed in charge of outposts are only to deal with 
petty ctise.s and that duty may also be performed by Assistant Sub- 
IiiKiwctors? In these circumstances do Government propose lo place 
these outposts in charge of Assistant Sub-Inspectors? 

\ 

Th. Ur HUGH tTESHENtONi 1 want notice of tbi* 

question. 
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||i» H* W* liOIICMOs Mfiy I ank tka Han’ble tha Mimiber wkatlief 
it ki not a fact that the European and An|rio*Indian Hergeants in 
chavgie of these outposts are as efiicient as Inspectors of any other 
communities P 


Tfce Hon’bto Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS I do not see how the 

question arises. 


Steamer service between Latgola Chat ami Matda. 

♦LVil. Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: {a) Will the 
Hon hie the Henil)er in chargt* ot the Marine Depart ineiit l>e pleased 
to state whether it is a tact that there is a daily steamer servire helween 
Lalgola (ihut and Malila maiiitaine<l hy the »loint Steamer Company P 

(h) Is it a fuet that liefcHe the opening of the Katihar-tioduguri 
line the .said stcamei servire wa.s the only means of eommunieation 
with Malda and that it is so, even now', w’ith the Naw'abganj town, 
and many other imjMntant villages of the same distric t which are not 
touched hy the said line of railway P 

{r) ts it a fact that from the last April the Steamer (himpatiy has 
discontinued the daily .service and that only one steamer runs on each 
alternate day causing imonvenicnce to the public P 

iff) Is the llon’Me the MemlnT aware that although the attention 
of the t’ompaiiy was drawn to this matter hy Mr. d. IVddie, the 
District Magistrate of Malda, no regular .scu'vice has yet been ivsitmed 
hy the (’omyutiiN P 

ir) Will the lloirble the MemlaT Im* pleascni to state whether these 
Steamer (’omj»anies are. as a general rule, iMmnd to keep up a regular 
service for the convenience of the passc*ngc*rH, or is it open to them to 
discontinue services when it sUits their own interc*stsp 

(/) Are the Goveinmeiit considering the desirability of drawing 
the attention of the Company so that a regular daily service l>etween 
liulgola (rhat and Malda may b«‘ maintained P 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi'bli 
W*** Tt Emerson): to), ir) and (ft) (foveininent are informed that the 
dislca-ation in the daily steamer service Mween J/ulgola and Malda 
is due to a temporarv' shortage of suitable steamers; but that it is 
hoped to resume the daily servic*e shortly provided the traffics lietween 
liulgola and Malda warrants it. 

(6) Yes. 

(e) Ooveriiment ^nipel the Steamer Companies to run any parti- 
cular servicje. 

(/) No. 
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PMtfngof ■ tub-Awiitaiit Surgeon ineliorge of ArMbogh P ii yi Mry . 

•lViII. Bobu TARAK NATH MUKERSEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Oovemment 
(Public Health) be pleased to state why the Assistant Surgeon from the 
Arambagh Dispensary (in the district of Hooghly) has been replaced by 
a Sub-Assistant Surgeon? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the subdivisional towr. of 
Arambagh is notorious for malaria and other diseases? 

(r) Is it a fact that a strong protest was made by the people of Aram- 
bagh — both offical and non-official — in this matter? 

(fl) Is there any subdivisional town in Bengal where the hospital is 
in charge of u Sub- Assistant Surgeon? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
^lember be pleased to state the nunilier of su<‘h subdivisional towns? 

The Hon*ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
of Nadia: (d) In pursuance of the recommendations of the Bengal 
Hetrenchment Committee regarding the substitution of Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons for Assisi ant Surgeons in certain posts hitherto reserved for the 
latter, (Government decided after careful consideration to appoint a Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon at Arambagb in jdaie of the Assistant Surgeon, as 
sinh appointment in their opinion was not likely to cause any serious loss 
of efficiency. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) A memorial was received from certain rate-paycis of Arambagh. 

(d) and (c) Yes — there are 44 subdivisional towns including certain 
sadar subdivisions where the hospital is in cluir*'i' < ! i ! .vs.sistant 
Surgeon. 


District Magistrate of Jessore holding Courts in his prioate ohambar. 

*LIX. Mauivi ABDUL QUADER: {a) Is the Hon'ble the Meinln'r 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the present District 
Magistrate of Jessore holds his (\nirt and hearth cases and appeals in his 
private chamlaM- where the litigants and the public are not allowed and 
the legal prai titioners are only admitted on presentation of cards? 

ih) Is the Hon’hle the Memlier aware that this state of things causes 
inconvenience to the parties, the public and the pleaders and is in con- 
travention of the law and circulars issued by the ^Government? 

(c) If the answ er to (o) is in the affirmative,^ are the Government 
considering the dealtability of taking immediate steps for the removal 
of the grievance of the public? 
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liliMlIR to cliwpwf JUDICIAL DCAARTMBIIT (Uw Hw^M* 
SIf AD^ttfoRlbllll) S (/>) Y<?9; appeals are heard and appeal petitiona are 
iwietoed in chamber and the liti(ranta and the public are not allowed in 
it. It is not a fact that legal practitioners are only admitted on 
presentation of cards, 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The attention of the Mnjristrate is being drawn to the rules and 
orders on the subject. 

Maulvi MO. NURMI mho OHAUOHURY: Will the H..n l.le the 
Member be plea.seil to state whether the District Magistrate's Court ia 
separate from his rhaniliei 

Th« ‘Hon'We Sir ABD-UR.RAHIM: I un.leistaml the Couit is 

seiwrate— next <I<kv! to the clianilH*r. 

M^iulvi MH, Miinni Mim CHAUDHURY: Will the Hou hle the 

Member be pleased to state whether any action has been taken against 
the Magistrate for holding his ('ourt in his private chamber ? 

Tho Hon’Wc Sif ABD«UR-RAHIMs Aidion ha.s already Ihmoi taken. 

Mr. 8« No HALOARs ill the Hon ble the .Member be jileased to 
state whether (iovernnient approve of theconducd of Magistrate’s hearing 
npiieuls in their chanilM'rs and excluding the public from theini^ 

Th8 H0fi’bl6 Sir ABD*URoRAHIMs No; (fo%'einment ibvs mit 
approve, and the attention of Magistrates has been drawn to the lules. 
It is in violation of the rub*s, 

Mr* KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY* May I a.sk what action (lovcf'iiuient 
pro|)ose t<» take for the jmst inconvenience M the litigant jmblic and 
the legal practitioners? 

The Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: Nothing. 

UnstarrecI Queiliom 

(answers to wtiioh were laid on the table). 

Excise fiolioy. 

115. Dr. MOHif^ MOHAN DAtt (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Induiiiries 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Ooverament of Bengal 
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baa £xed the excise policy as minimum of comumptinn with maximum 
of revenue 

(h) la it a fact that in recent years the consumption of liquor and 
ganja has increased ? ^ 

(r) If so, what steps are the Goremment takini? to reduce this 
increase? 

{(1) If no steps are being taken, will the Hon’ble the Member be 
pleased b> state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a system of rationing in the excise 8ho]>s in Bengal, as in Bombay? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(//) Is it a fa(;t that the labourers consume liquor and ganja and 
thus Hi)end large sunis in the districts? 

(h) If the answer to (/;) is in the aftimiative, are the Government 
pn>p(>Hing t/O witlidraw tint liquor shops from lab^iui’ areas? 

(/) If not, will the Hon’ble the Memls'r 1 m" phrased to state the 
reasons? 


MEMBER In oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tha Hon’bla Mr. T. Emerson): (a) The excise policy of 
Government is explaiiuMl in the rescdution of the Government of Bengal 
No. date<l the 4th August, 1914, and tiie ])re88 roniHiuniguS 

date<l the 2f}i\i August, 1921, copies of which are ]>IiM*ed on the table. 
“ Minimum of <‘onsii nipt ion with maximum of revenue ” does md com- 
pletely state the policy thei-ein enunciated. 

(h) A statement showing the annual lonsumption of counti*j' spirit 
and ganja since 1912-1-t is pla<*e<l on the table. During the jKuiotl of 
five years from 1912-1-1 to 191(>-1T theiT wiia a steady and heavy fall 
in the consumption of country spirit. In the jMWit-war ^leruKl from 
1917-18 to 1920-21, there was a rise, but this haa lieeii follow’ed by a 
marked fall. Thei-e was a slight increa.s<‘ in 192d-24, but the consump- 
tion fell to (»09,65'{ L.P, gallons in 1924-25, 

The fall in the consumption of ganja has been steady, excepting 
the slight increase* in the past two years. 

(r) The inci*ease in the consumption of ganja is l>eiug watchesd by 
the Excise Department, and if the increase sh6Vs signs of permanence, 
steps will be taken to check it. 

(d) The question does not arise. 
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{fy OoTemnieiit are not convinced that the adoption of a policy 
of rataoning is likely to be attended with satiafactory resulta; but any 
expeitmenis made elsewhere will be oafefully watched. 

iff) Generally speaking, the labouring classics si)eud more than the 
agricultural classes on intoxicants and drugs. 

(h) Ko. 

(i) The member is refern'd to the general policy of Government in 
this matter as explaine<l in answer to (/?). 

Resolution .Vo. V122S.R.^ doied CahuttOy the 4th Autfust, 1914^ hy 
the Government of Benynly Finnneial Depart mcnf ^ tef erred to in 
the reply to elause {a) of unstarred question \o. 115. 

Rkad — Redohoion by tho (Jovermnont of IikIih. Dopartincnt of Commerce and 
Industry, No. fi305-032.'J-221, dated tho 2Ath July, 1914. 

The excise policy^ of Government in India has been so often 
attacked and defended that there .Hhould 1 k> no rcmin for doubt as 
to the essential princii)les that underlie that |V)licv. The ret'.'ut 
Tempeiance Deputation to the StH-retary of State in Londoif and tlie 
similar dei)utution to Jlis Excellency the Viceroy in (''alcutta, how- 
ever, afford a useful opportunity for reviewing the deidaraiious of 
cxiise |K>li(y made hv (iovcrninent fiom time to time and of sh(»wiug 
that, while divergent circumstances in different ]>arts of tlie country 
may make it necessary to attain to the desired end hy different excise 
methods, there ha> never lH‘en any hesitation as to th<‘ end that is 
desired or the principles that must underlie every excise mensure. 

2. The fiist pronouncement on the suhje< t wrw made more than 
a quarter of a centurv ago hy the Secretary of State in c(miie<*tion 
with a deflate in the House of Commons. The principles which were 
then held to he the basis of cornet excise jxdicy in India were — 

(z) that any extension of the habit of drinking should be dis- 
couraged ; 

(ii) that taxation should he aa high as possible, without encourag- 
ing illicit manufacture or vend; 

(m*) that subject to these considerations, a maximum revenue sboald 
be raised from a minimum consumption of intoxicating 
liquors. 

3. The Governmej^ of India made an exhaustive examination of 
the charges then mazle against the Indian excise administration, and 
in their despatch to the Secretary of State showe<l that the principles 
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by which the Revenue Officers were in fact p;\nded in excise matters 
were— 

(i) that the taxation of sinrituous and inioxicatin^ liquors and 
drugs should be high and in some oases as high as it is 
possible to enforce; 

(it) that the traffir* * i liquor and drugs should be conducted under 
suitable regulations for police pui poses; 

(ui) that the number of places for the sale of liquor and drugs 
should be strictly limited, with regard to the circumstances 
of the locality; 

(ill) that ctt'orts should be made to aweitain the existence of local 
public sentiment and that a reasonable amount of defeience 
should be paid to such opinion, when ascertained. 


Tt was at the same time definitely stated that in the opinion of 
the (iovernment of India the total i)rohibition of the consum])tion of 
stimulants in India, even if desiiable, was imj)". act i cable. 

4. These piincijdes were leuftiinied in lf)04 in a letter from the 
(lovernindit of India to the hxal Governnn'nt. when the Government 
of India added that they were fully alive to the evil consequences 
of di inking in <'xcesM, and that the raising of revenue had never been 
set forth as a primary object of excise a<hnini<tiation. They again 
desired that it should be imjuesMnl upon all officers who administered 
the excise laws, that the growth of excise revenin* was to 1 h* regarded as 
satisfactory only when it resulted from the substitution of licit for 
illicit manufacture and sale, and not from a general incn'use of 
consumption. 

5. In the folhoving year, in up|)oijjting the Indian hixcise roni- 
mittee, the Goverrrrnent of India again emphasisetl their policy. The 
resohrtion disclose<l that the (iovernrnerrt rd' India have no desire to 
inter fei’e with the habits of those who u.‘*e aleolud in mod<Tation ; this 
is regarded as outside the duty of Government, and it is nei-essary to 
make due provision for the needs of such persons. The settled policy 
of Government is to minimise temptation to those who do not drink 
and to discourage excess amongst those who do; and to the further- 
ance of this iwlicy all considerations of revenue must be absolutely 
subordinated. The most effective method of furthering this policy is 
to make the tax upon liquor us high as it is jwssible to raise it with- 
out stimulating illicit prmluction to a degree which would increase 
instead of diminishing the total consumption, t and without driving 
people to substitute drugs for alcohol or a more for a less harmful form 
of liquor* Subject to the same considerations, the number of liquor 
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ihopi'^ahould b« mtricted as far as possible, and their location ihonld 
be p^odically tubjeei to strict examination, with a view to minimise 
the temptation to drink and to conform as far as is teasonoble to 
public opinion. It is also important*to secure that the liquor which 
is off»ed for sale is of jroo<l cjuality and not necessarily injurious to 
health. 

6. In a recent resolution the Goveiunient of India have indicatwl 
the freneral meusures which should he adopted to cany out this jKilicy 
as follows: — 


(i) Ever}’ effort should 1 h' iniule to sup|ue'<s illicit methods of all 
kinds. 

(n) In order to effect this, the excise staff should 1 k‘ ufiliaed in 
directions calculated to niuintain the closest siiper\*ision 
over the li(|Uor and diujr traftie. 

(in) So far as is possible, without unduly eiu’omufriujr illicit methoda, 

consumption should Ih‘ dist'orna^tnl 

• 

(fi) hy the levy of hi^rh a late of duty as is jiOKsihle, 
taking into acc<»uiil the sjumIuI conditions of the 
locality: 

(/f) hy leducin^, as tai as possible and with due re^rard to 
lej^itimate ie(juii(*meiits, the iiuml>er of retail sho|)# 
for the sale ot lifpior and drills; 

(c) i)y lej^ulatiii^" and clo*ielv sapeivisinjf the honni of 
sale, the sele< tion of sites and the ^-eiierul practices 
adopted in mainifaetuie and vend. 


(ir) Advisory coiniiiittei's should 1 k‘ uj)iM)inte<l, where iiossihlp, and 
ettfMt should be jriven to their re<‘ommendntionN in so far 
as they are consistent with the jreneral jirinciples laid down* 


7. The principles thus consistently laid down have been fully 
accepted by the Government of Ileiifral, and His Excellency in t^uncil 
desires that the necessity of carn injr them out may l>e impresiM'd upon 
all officers enjara#fed in excise administration. 


/Vfw Communique, (lated Calcutta, the 25th August, 1921, referred 
to in the reply t^lause (a) of unsfarred question No. 115. 

Since misunderstandinK^ to the policy of Government tow'afds 
the sale of alcohol appear to be prevalent in some quarters, it msemm 
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desirable to make more widely known what that policy is. It is 
directed towards securing a minimum of consumption with a maximum 
of revenue. This, in other words means nothing but a high taxation 
of intoxicating articles with a v^ew to make them as dear as possible 
fer the individual consumer, and thereby to keep their consumption 
at a minimum. It need hardly be said that this policy had its origin 
in the Government's desire not to interfere with the personal liberty 
of individuals as to what they should eat or drink. It is a controver- 
«ial question whether the State has a right to force total prohibition 
upon the public and, so long as this cannot be done and so long as 
the Excuse traffic is to continue, the best thing a Government can do 
is to take measures to control the consumption of intoxicants as far 
as possible. 

The Government in the Ministry of Agriculture and Industry will, 
therefore, continue this policy and see that no increase in consump- 
tion of intoxicating articdes is permitted or sought merely for the snkc 
of revenue. They desire to make it clear tliat hcuiceforth the trade 
in intoxic-ating drinks and drugs will be very strictly controlled, unlike 
other trades. (Government interference in ordinary trades may not be 
desirable, but for cdivious rea'ions interference and c'ontrol are veiv 
necessary in a trade* of this kind. 

Alcohol and drugs like oi>ium and (juvja are generally used for 
purposes of intoxication, and are known as mere intoxicants, but there 
ure various highly useful purposes to whicli they can be aj)]dicMl, and 
on whicdi the Government con not lay too much stress. The value (d 
alc'ohcd ns a highly useful industrial article is yet practically unknown 
in this c'ountrv, oxcopt only to a few individuals, (’heap alcohol is a 
great bc»on for various industrial purposes. Again, the possibilities of 
raw and waste materials in the manufacture of alcohol are great. 
Scientific invc*stigatioiis in tins clirc*ction are being carried on in other 
livilized countries. The Government of Bengal also will be glad to 
»ee the public interesting tbcuuselves in this matter, sinc'e the produc- 
frioii of cheap alcohol will materially help in the industrial regeneration 
of the country. The Department of Excise will therefore be* ready to 
give all iwssible facilities to individuals or companies who will take up 
this industry. 

With a view to the carrying out of the [wlicy of the Government as 
explained above, the Minister in charge has taken and intends to take 
the following steps : — 

(1) Total abolition of the piactice of settling excise and opium 
shops by annual auctions. It cannol^be gainsaid that much 
of the false impression of the public regarding the excise 
policy of the Government in this country originated largely 
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I from this auctiou system, for the reason that the licensees 
were suspected to posh up sales for recouping the high taxa- 
tion fixed by free bid? at the auction settlements. It haa 
already been abandoned in several districts of this Presi- 
dency, and the Minister in*charge has directed that it should 
be wholly abandonee! in the others and repla<'e<i by what is. 
caileil the Bengal fixed-fee system as early as {possible. 

(2) Referring to the indn^itrial use of alcohol, the Afinister in 

charge has already taken ap imjKirtant step, with effect 
from Ist Alarch last, viz., the re<hiftion of duty on alcohol 
required for medicinal or other industrial purjMOses by over 
50 percent., which has l>een a gretit helj) in the manufacture 
of medicines in Bengal. It is under contemplation to take 
further necessary step-^ in this direction. 

(3) A Council resolution to do away with excise taxation upon 

flesh date juice has alieady lietui accepted. 

(4) The pay and prospects of all officers of the department have 

been incieused in a manner which will enable them to carry 
on their ftork de(‘eutly and honestly. 


While thus briefly exjilainiiiLr the excise policy of the (government, 
the Minister in cburge caiima help loncbiiig on a few points regarding 
which the public may have some misgivings. It is the impression 
many tiuit the »d)ject of the (ioverument and their excise offireis is to 
])ush f»n the sales of intoxicating articles as much as possible, and that 
they Imve no syiupatliy toi mo\cments aimed at the curtailment of 
facilities for intoxicants. 

The Minisfor in (haige is anxious that this imjaession should ho 
removed from the ])uhlie mind as soon as possible. He, therefore, 
desires that, henceforward, all officers of tlie department should have 
due regard to the wislies of the juihlic in ex<‘ise matters and sj>e<‘ially 
in fixing the uumlxu" and sit<‘s of excise ‘^hops, liouis and method of 
busine'^s tlicrein and similar matters. It is de^iiahle that all officerj^ 
of the department sliouhl sli<»w by theii conduct, speech and work to 
the iion-co-o]>erators, that they are m»t less interested in the cause of 
temperance than the latter. There are gentlemen in many jilaces who 
take a keen interest in excise mutters. It is exjiected that officers of 
the department will co-operate with such gentlemen and show by their 
work that they are not anxious to push on the sale of excisable art idea 
at the sacrifice of the moral uell-heiiig of the people. 

In conclusion, the Minister in charge desii<*s to impress on all officera 
of the department tljj^great necessity of disdiarging their duties con- 
scientiously and loyally carrying out the policy, rules and oi ilers of 
the Goveniment. I 
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StaUauM re/trred lorn the refly to dauee (6) of wutarred gueelUm No. 115, 
shotmg the annual etmnmption of couniry epirit and gaoja finee 1912-13. 


Year. 

Consumption of country 

Consumption of 


spitit in L. P. gs Ions. 

gan^a in seers. 

191213 

851,534 

122,810 

191314 

823,971 

118,410 

191415 

718,116 

103.376 

1915-16 

665,023 

85,532 

1916-17 

626,454 

85,990 

191748 

700,586 

. 76,340 

191849 

796,972 

79,038 

1919-20 

755,285 

82,085 

1920-21 

766,572 

73,626 

1921-22 

599.415 

65,527 

1922-23 

593 355 

63, .541 

1923-24 

621.183 

66,619 

1924-25 

(>09,653 

69,079 


Dr. H. W. B. MORENO: With rt^feiehco to th(‘ answ(‘r to ([UP'^tioii 
(//), in it not a fact that the lahourin^^ clas-'iw sjhmhI more than the 
aj^ri(‘ultui'al clasHi’s cm intoxicants and diiij^'s, hcnaiisc of tin* fact that 
Govoinincnt afford special facilities hy the nearness of llie sli()ps fui 
the sale of intoxicants and diu^*‘s'' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th at (]Uestion dies in>t aiise. 

Muhammadans in the Tippera CoHeotorate. 

116. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: {a) AVill the Hun ble the 

Meinhc*r in charge of the Department of Devenin* (Laud Uevenue) he 
pleased to lay on the table a statement sho^in^ the names and pay — 

(t) of peshkurs, nazirs, clerks, amla and tyj)ists working at present 
ill the Tippera rolleetorute ; and 
(ti) how many of them are Muhammadans? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the MemlK‘r be* jileased to state the names, 
designation and pay of the Muhammadan employees? 

(r) Are the (ioveriiment considering the desirability of filling one- 
third of all post.H in the Tippera Collectorate by apj>oiiitinif Muham- 
madans in future' 

(f) in new posts; 

(iV) in vacancies; and 

{Hi) as apprentices? 
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NUf) (ttM Hoffbla Mefiaraja Kshaunith CKindra Ray iahailur 
of Naila)8 (a) and (b) Government are not prepared to <«tate the numeH, 
desigaationa and pay of all ministerial offieers in the Tipi>era CoUec- 
torate. There are 14 Upper Division apiwiutments, 88 Lower Division 
appointments and 20 temporary imsts. Of these ajijHiintments, 4, 29 
and 7, respectively, are held by Muhammadans. 


(r) The proportion of ministerial appointments to lie held bv 
Muhammadans in the Chittajron^r Division has l>een fixe<l at one-third 
under rule 55 of the Board’s ^hscellaneous Buies, 1918. The tilling 
of vacancies in the Tij)pera rollcH torate is governed by this rule, which 
is being followed. 


Transfer of certain villages from MunshiganJ to Tippera. 

117. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: Is the Ilon ble the 

Member in charge of the l*olice Department aware that 

(/) by the transf^;*!' of some 120 \illages nanuMl (iazuria, etc., under 
police-station Daudkandi, from Dacca district to Tippera 
Sadar, tlie inliabitant'* of those villages have been inconven- 
ienced : and 

{ii) the journey t(» (’omilla trom those villages is tedious, trouble- 
some and expensive y 

{h) Is it a fact that when tln‘y were under the jurisdiidion of the 
Munshiganj subdivision of Dacca, the journey to that subdivisional 
town was convenient and short and Ies^ exp^m^iveh 

(c) Is it a tact that the inhabitants of those villages ha\e submitted 
a I>etition, through the (’ollectoi af Tipj»era, in this matter^ 

(r/) Is it a fact that the journ<*y fiom thos<‘ villages to the (’liaud- 
j)ur subdivision is nearer and more convenient than that to (’omilla!' 

Ic) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of retrans- 
ferring those villages to Munshig.inj, a^ before, or at least to (’hund])ur, 
in the alternative!*' 

The Hcn’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Ui) and (b) The villages 
referred to have formed i»art of the Tippera district since Ajiril, 1914. 
The change must have caused u certain measure of inconvenience to 
villagers in this area who have occasion to frequent the courts at dis- 
trict an<l subdivisional headquarters, but not otherwise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, if the joifrney is made by steamer. 

(e) The question is being considere<l by Government. 
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118. Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Memh- 
in charge of the Department of Agriculure and Industries be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that' the cultivators are, as a rule, unwill- 
ing to remove, voluntarily, the water-hyacinth from the lands belonging 
to them? 

(fj) Is it alsf) a fact that they refuse to employ paid labour for this 
purpose because of the expeudituie involved? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
steps <0 compel the cultivators to remove water-hyacinth ffom their 
land or to use it as manure? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a) and (b) So far as Gov- 
ernment are aware cultivators aie not actually unwilling to remove 
water-hyacinth from their own lands, hut they are often apathetic. 

(c) Many district ImjukIs have passed bve-laus dealing with the 
matter, but Government do not consider that the lime is ripe for under- 
taking any general legislation on the lines sugtrested. 


Medical school at Berhainpore. 

119. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Will the IIon1)le the Mem- 
lier in chaige of the l)ej)ariment of Local Self-(fOvernnienl be j^leased 
to state when the Mental Hospital at Berhampoie is likely to be 
removed to Itanchi? 

{b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government t(» locate the 
Medical S<‘hool within the Mental Hospital? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Mental Hospital is at some distance from 
the Government (''liaritable Dispensary and Hospital at Berhainpore.'^ 

{<!) Is it a fact that the (Vnual Jail at Berhainpore is a stone’s- 
throw fnun the Beihampore Go\cinment rharitable Dispensary? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Beiliamiiore (’enlral Jail (an be converted 
into a Medical Schotd with very little or no cxjiense? 

(/) Will the Hon'ble the ideinWr be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the number of separate eells in the — 

(0 Mental Hospital; and 
iii) Control Jail? 

V 

(//) Is it a fact that the Mental Hospital has more accommodation 
than the Central Jail? 
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(1) Is it a fact that at some expense the Mental Hospital cohld be 
suital^ converted into a Central Jail with better accommodation for 
the ordinary and political prisoners? 

Tlii Hon’Me Mahanda KSHAUNiSH CHANDRA RAY Dahadur 
of NaiRa; (a) About the end of vSeptember 1925. 

(b) The projwsal is before Government. 

(r) to (h) Government have no infoimation a< pM'sent on these 
points. The present position as reg-ards the establishment of new 
medical schools is briefly as follows; — 

Government hope at an early date to provide tvo new scho(»ls. 
TiOcal committees have been formed in several districts 
(Hoo^rbly, llarisal, Midnapore, Jalpai^mri, ('hittapfong, 
Howrah and Berhampore) for the purpose 4)f working out 
schemes. Government have offered to establish si’hools in 
Chittagong and Julpaigiiri, on condition (hat ude(|uate Ifwal 
contributions are made; if these towns are unable to comply 
with the tertns laid down by G(»vernmont, similar offers will 
be made to other 1 (ku 1 committees. The recurring charges on 
account of new schools are heavy, while on other groun<lM it 
is not advisable to multiply new schools tem rapidl\. Govern- 
ment therefore at present propose to establish only two addi- 
tional sch(K)ls. Idle points luised in the cjuestion will he Ixirne 
in mind and <arefully examined if it is decided to open u 
school at Berhainjiore. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ! Wid tl e lloti'Me (he Meml-er he plea''e<l to 
state if nnv in(|uiiy was made tinm *he district autlioi ities in legavd 
to the jioints laiscd in my (|uestion? 

Th« Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia: This has not yet heen done, hut ^\e piopose to do it later. 

Meuivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Is the Government aware that in fa'd 
much progress has been made by the district authorities, subset iptirms 
raised, and they are on the fair way to establish the medical school it 
Berhamjtore? 

The Hcn’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia : Yes. I wouh^ fefer the memhei to (h<» reply given to (hi^ 
question put by Babu Amulva Dhone Addy. That will give him mu< h 
detailed infermation about these (juesfioris. 
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MiSitf IKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’hle the Member be pleased to 
itate' ii he proposes to write at once to the district authorities to ascer- 
tain all facts about the questions that J have tabled and then consider 
these matters according to the promise made? 

The Hon’Me Maharaja KSHAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia; Our position is clearly stated in the reply; the matter is receiving 
our closest attention. 

Barrackpore Trunk Roadi Dum-Dum Road and Jessore Road. 

120. Mauivi ABDUR RA8CHID KHAN: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hoirhle the Member in charge of the Department of Public 
Works been drawn to the remarks made by Mr. Charles Bentley, the 
late Sanitary CommiHsiiUier, at the Corporation meeting, on the 
deplorable condition of the Barra(‘kpore Trunk Road, Dum-Dum Road 
and *Iess(jre Road}^ 

(//) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased t(> state the amount 
spent on those roads annually F 

(r) Will the Horrble the Member lx* pleased to state the reasons 
for which the (loverninent refused to make ovei those roads to the 
(\)iporaiion with a contribution e(jual to the amount they spend on 
those ]‘oads annually F 

(fl) Will the llon’hle the Member he pleased to stat(» — 

(i) What amount the Corporation was ready to spend to imj^rove 
the condition (d* those roads; ami 

(ii) What amount would he spent annually by the Corporation 
for the maintenance nf those roads if they were made over 
to the (^>rp(»ration F 

(c) Will the lion ’hie the Member he pleased to state the amount 
spent on the Maidan roads to bring them to the level of the Corpora- 
tion roads F 

(/) Is it a fact that more traffic passes through the Barrackpore 
Trunk Road than the Maidan roads F 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon*bio Mr. T. Emerson): (a) (fovemment, in the Public Works 
Department, are not aware of the remarks. 

(h) The average expenditure was — 

Rs. 

Barrackpore Trunk Road Cl,?i34 

Dum-Dum Rc^ad ... 5,950 

Calcutta-^Iessore Road ... 06,548 
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(4 Government are willing to make oTer the portion* hf tUm 
road* lying within the municipal limits, but without any contribtitiolft 
as tbe maintenance of roads within a municipal area is normally a 
charge on municipal revenues. 

* • 

(d) (f) and (it) Government have no information. 

(e) Rupees 8,87,706. 

(/) No traffi<‘ census has Wen taken on either of these roads, but 
it appears to be improbable as the Mnidan mads are practically the 
only roads which connect the math of Calcutta with the southern 
miburbs of Calcutta, (tardeii Reach, Rehala, etc.. 


Aocommodaticn of football match visitors in Calcutta Maidans. 

121* Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKERs (o) Has the attention 
of the Hoirhlc the Member in <harge of the Police Department been 
drawn to the tact that a large number uf people gather during the 
football mnt(*hes in the football grounds in (\ih*utta? 

(/>) Is it a fact tha4 a gentleman fell unconscious on the gtouml and 
died suhse(juci)t to his removal to the hospital? 

(r) Are the (bivernment considering the desirability of taking steps 
so that either the sale of tickets for entry into the enclosure he limited 
or more spacious aciommodation he made for the safetv of the 
risitors? 

(fl) Are the (Tovernnient considering tlic dcsirnhility of building 
i permanent stadium for these football and other matches in Calcutta? 

(e) Is the H(ai’lde the Meunher aware that tickets for entrance 
into the enclosure's are sold, by emtsiders at rates higher Ihun that 
fixed ? 

(/) Are the Government (onsidering the desirability of taking steps 
o stop this practice? 


Tho Hofi’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: {a\ Yes. 

(h) Government have no such inbainatioii. 

(c) The sale of tickets for ^ntry into the enclosures is strictly 
imited, and in no cases have tickets been sold to spectators in excess 
)f the accommodation available. 

The accommodation for .spectators was increaseil in 1924 on the 
f^alcutta Ground to what is now a maximum. 

(fl) There are no definite proposals for a pennanent stadium before 
Government, but it is eiuderstood that this matter is receiving the 
ittention of the IndiSn Football Association to whom recently one 
)arty desirous of constructing a stadium has been referred. 
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(e) Tickets appear to have been resold in sonie instances this jeax 
at prices above those paid by the origrinal purchaser. 

(/) Government are not in a position to interfere with such a 
practice. r •• 

Dr, H. W. B. MORENO: May I ask if the Government are prepared 
to ^five early facilities for the erection of a stadium? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: This has nothing to dv) 
with the Government, 


Calcutta Rent Act. 

122. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
that the demand of houses as at present in Calcutta is less than the 
supply thereof? 

{h) Are the (fovernment (onsidering the desirability of suggesting 
the repeal of the Calentta Rent Act or the necessary modifications 
thereof? 

The Hcn’ble Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
Cf Nadia, (d) and (h) The reply is in the negative, 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Il.m'ble the Member be 
jrleased to state whether the rnimber of vacant houses in CalcirUa has 
gone up during the la.st few years? 

The Hon’ble Maharfja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur ef 
Nadia: 1 want notice of tlii.s (jnestion, 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon'ble the Memher be 
pleased to state whether house rents in (^alcutta have materially gone 
down during the last few years? 

The Hcr*bi6 Maharaja KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadia. The question i.s luther vague. Unless the information is wanterl 
for a definite |)eriod we <annot give an answer. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Is the Iftui'ble ihe Member aware 
that the pruvisiiurs of the (hilcutta Rent .Vet are defective in many 
instances? 



i 

QuisnoHs. m 

Mli FREtlOiNT! All amending Bill has been introduced; you bad 
better |mt in your amendments there. 


Admission into CtloutU Modioal Collsgs. 

128. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) AVill the Honble the 
Member in charge of the I)ei>artme!it of Lo(‘al Solf-Govemnicnt be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(/) the number of candidates for admission into the Calcutta Medical 
Colleges and 

(I?) the number of (‘andidates admitted into the said college during 
the current and the last ten years resj>ei‘tivcly ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Muhammadan candi<late8 have been given 
preference in the last selection F 

(r) Will the ITou’hle the Mcmlier be pleased to state— 

(?) the total nunt4>er of medical practitioners during the hist year 
in the several districts of Bengal; and 

(ii) the total i»npulation <»t the said districts as per the last Census 
Kejwrt F 

(ti) Will the Ilon’ble the .MemlHU he pieas4sj to say uhether it is 
a fact that tlic nuinlHM ot s<*ats in the Calcutta Medical College is 
inadeipiate and the numWr ot medical j»ractitioneiK in Ih'ngal is small F 

(e) Are the Uoverniuent (Mmsideiing the desiia))ilit\ of advising 
tlie Seleetitm ('ommittet' of tlic Cahnttu Medical College to wdect iIh' 
best of the candidates iriespective ot race or < reedF 

(/) Are the (iovernment considering the desirability of establish- 
ing and muintaining a Medical College near the Siimbliunuth Pundit 
Hospital and Presidency (jeueral Hospital in Bhowuni])oie r)r in some 
other district of Bengal at an early dateF 

Tha Hofi’ble Maharajt K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahdaur 9t 

Nadia: (n) A statement (A) giving the information is laid on the table. 

(b) No. Twenty-five i>er cent, of the seats wen.* as usual reserved 
for Muhammadan candidates. 

(c) (?) A statement (B) is laid on the table. 

(ft) The information is available in the Census Report. 

(d) No. The ColJ^ge Council have now by pa.st experience after 
careful consideration fixe<l the number 120 as the maximum number 
which can be accommodated for tem^hing in the prmrtical class rooms 
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without undesirable triplication of classes for which the eiisimg staff 
would be inadequate. ’ 

In addition, the number of midwifery cases available in the Eden 
Hospital limits the number of iKose to whom instruction m Midwifery 
and Gyniecology can In* pioperly gfiven to about 100 (20 being the 
usual wastage from failure, etc., during the first 5 years of the 
curriculum). 

The number of reffi^tirel medical i)ractitiouers in Bengal is small 
when compared with the population of the province. 

{(') Instructions have already l)een laid down for the guidance of 
the Selection Committee to the effect that the candidates selected must 
secure at least 50 per cent, of the marks in English and in the 
preliminary scientific subjects, and that admissions should be made on 
the respective merits of the candidates. 

To afford, however, an oi)portunity to Muhammadan candidates up 
to the percentages fixed for them, the committee has been authorised 
to relax the conditions in the c-ase of students of this community, 
so as to make a pass in the 2nd Division the iffinimum qualification 
in their case. The committee has also l)een authorised to lela c the 
conditions in the case of stmlents of the othei backward conmuinities 
and in the case of those possessing special claims. 

(/) Xo. 


Statrmmt A nferrei to In the reply to elaufte {a) of un starred question 
\o. J23. 

Nitmukr op (candidates for admission to the Medical College, 
Calcutta, and those actually ADiunrED for Ifflti — 25. 

Number admitted, including 


SettMion. 

Number of 

female candidates and 

application. 

candidates from other pro- 
vinces in reserved seata. 

191647 

707 

165 

191718 

830 

164 

1918-19 

827 

167 

1919-20 

947 

174 

1920-21 

1,021 

182 

1921-22 

956 

191 

1922-23 

949 

177 

1923-24 

1,56 

153 

1924-35 ' 

1,339 

130 

1925-26 

996 

120 
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Stt^tnt B referred to in the reply to clause (e) (i) of unstarred 
qucrfti^n Xo, 123 . 


The total number of medical pructitiouera 
Bengal Medical Act, 1914, up to ;iht Decemlx'r, 
of Bengal and the population of these districts — 


Calcutta 

Midnujuire 

Burdwan 

Khulna 

Dacca 

Hooghly 

Ilowiah 

Baknrgauj 

24-Parganas 

Nadia 

Faiidpur 

Myinensingh 

Je>'iore 

Murshidahad 

Ncakliali 

Biibhum 

Bankuia 

Tlangpur 

Bogia 

Pahiia 

Malda 

Darjeeling 

Chi1tag(jng 

riiittagong Hill Tiacts 

Kajsliahi 

Dina j pur 

Jalpaiguri 

Tippera 


registered under the 
192*1, in the districts 

. 1,284 
1511 
257 
1 7 
271 
207 
!7() 

51 
229 
101 
KM) 

178 

79 

79 

07 

58 

81 

79 
17 
94 
:il 

52 
60 
IT 
87 
05 
69 

80 


Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hcm'lde the Member be 
pleased to state why the Muhammadan candidates who have passed in 
the 2nd Division have been given preference to Hindu candidates who 
have passed in the let Division ? 


Thi Hofi’Me M•her•]| XSHAUNISH OHANURA RAY Bahetfur of 
Radios This has been «iearTy explained in the last portion of answer (c). 
We wanted a sufficient number of Muhammadan candidates to go in 
lot these medical studies. 



m QUESTIONS. [20m Ava. 

Mw AMULTA OHONE AODYs Is it not a case of sheer injustice? 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. 


Admission into Caloiitta Mediotl Collego. 

m. Mr. 8YED M. MA8IH: (a) Will the Hoii’ble the Member 
in char^fe of the Department of Local 8elf-(Joveiiiment be pleased 
to lay on the table a Htatement showing?* 

(/) the number of candidates who uj>])lied, and 

(li) the number admitted into the Mediial College, Calcutta, 
during the last -1 years, 1928 to 1925? 

(/j) Ls it a fact that a large iuiml>er of candidates are refused 
admission every year? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of strengthen- 
ing the staff and txiuipment of the college, so as to make it possible 
to admit at least double the pn'stuit maximum numl)er of candidates? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Bahadur of 
Nadias («) (0 and (n) 1928 1,15(5 canditlates, of whom 158 ^^ere 

admitted. 

1924 1,889 candidates, (d whom 180 went* admitted. 

1925 99(5 candidates, of whom 120 weie acimiited. 

(5) Yes. 

(r) No expansion of (lie college staff or e(jtiij)ment of class room 
without a corresponding iiureasc in the number of Innls available for 
clinical instriictions will be of any a>ail in permittijig a larger numWr 
of students to bt' admittetl. 

The nunjl>er 120 has lnM»n now fixed as the maximum number of 
new students who can be admitted for l>eiug taught in the college and 
associate<] grouj> of hosjutals if medical education is to keep abreast 
of the standard rt»quired by the advance of medical sciences through- 
out the world. 


Riearvttion of toaU in tlio Calcutta Madiaal Coliaga. 

125. Babtt HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Lbcal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether seats are kept reserved Ifor any class of candi- 
dates seeking admission into the Calcutta Medical College? 




QXTEsnom. 


m 


a m, hmr mmy out at tke total namW adiaittri tkis yw 
ipi tmerred for— 

if' 

(4 Miwiuiiadaiit; and 
jil) Depreaied claasetf 

(€) On what principle wa« the n&aeTraticm made? 


Tlii Honnblt Mahmii KSHAUNliH CHANDRA RAY iiMiir tf 
HiMl (a) Yes. 

(b) (0 Twenty-five per cent, of the total admission. 

(it) Two seats for backward communities. 

(c) The reservation in the case of Muhammadans and backward 
communities is made with a view to encourage candidates from these 
communities to study medicine. 


Dfa He Wb Bb MOJIENOs With regaid to answer (c) will the Hnu'b^e 
the Member be pleased to state if he included in the backward com- 
munities Anglo-Indians as well? 

Tho Hofi’Mn Mahtraja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY Dahatftir of 
Nactias Does Mr. Moreno vrant his community to be includiMl in the 
backward oommunities? 


Dr. H. W, B. MORENOS Certainly not. 


Plying of lorriai ami iNiaaa on Diatriot BoanI roads. 

138. Balm HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of I/ocal Self-Governnient 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a large number of lorries 
and buses ply on business purpose on the roads of the different Dis- 
trict Boards of Bengal? 

(6) Is the Hon 'We the Member aware that the constant plying of 
lorries and buses has resulted in making the condition of these 
roads bad and has resulted in heavy expenditure on the pert of the 
District Boards to maintain them? 

(c) Will the Hon'hle the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Oofemment are consi<kring the desirability of authorising the Dis- 
trict Boards to levy ^ Utx upon lorry and bus owners ? 

. tut HiifM KBHAUNfSH CHANDRA NAY Bahtdiir 

0 NidNiS (a) Government have no definite inlormation. 



m 
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(h) have been received froui aome Bis^ici Boeirdi 

the constant plying of heavy motor lorries have damaiged the roads* 
(c) Yes* 


•oheme af wtto r ii ipp t y al Patuakiiili. 

m. Bitf tATYEMDRA NATN ROY CHOUDMUBI Sihadiir: 

(a) Will the Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Departm^i 
Local Self-Government be pleased to state— 

(t) whether he is aware of the need of water-works with house 
connection at the Patuakhali subdivision town in the dis- 
trict of Bakarganj; 

(«) whether it is a fact that for want of pure drinking water, 
cholera, malaria and kala-asar break out there in epidemic 
form ; 

(in) whether it is a fact that schemes for such water-works have 
been prepared by the Engineering Department of the 
Public Health Department and have been forwarded 
through the District Magistrate and Divisional Commis- 
sioner to the Sanitary Board; and 

(fr) whether it is a fact that the Patuakhali Municipality has 
prayed for a contribution of the two-thirds of the initial 
costs from the Government and that the District Magis. 
trate has recommended the same? 


(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving a 
favourable consideration to it and granting the contribution? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the early fruition of the scheme? 

The Hen’ble Mahareji Kt'HAUNlEH CHANDRA RAY Behailitr of 
Nadiai (a) (i) and (u) The need for an improved water-supply is 
admitted. In 1898 the water-supply was improved to a certain extent 
by the introduction of a filter of the Faridpur type. An impure or 
deficient water-supply is usually reflected in the number of deaths from 
cholera. In Patuakhali previous to 1898* the cholera death-rate was 
7*5 while five years later it had fallen to 4-4 per mille. Since then 
cholera has not been absent, but present to a variable extent. A 
statement No. 1, showing the death-rates frov cholera, kala-aaar and 
malaria for the last five years in Patuakhali i<t placed on the table. 
Prom this it will be seen that cholera is still prevalent though kala- 
aaar and malaria would not seem to be great factors in mortality. The 
figures from the^dispensary attendances (ride Statement No. 11 placed 
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^ W 9\ao support tbe vi^ Akot mlisio is aot isviiMtalp^ tors.. 
Tsl A in Patnakkali. Hie snuOl filter installed in 1808 lias pmed 
unsatisfactory, an<t tbe necessity for an improTed 
watpNmppiy is eTident. 

(m) and (iv) Yes, 

(b) The application is under consideration, 

(c> Yes. 

StaiemenU referred to in the reply to clam^ {a) of ufudarred question Xo. 
Statement 1. 


Mortality from cholera, malaria and kala-azar in the toum of Patuokhali 
for the last five years {1920-24), 



CROLKRA. 

Mauxu. 

Kau-uar. 

T«ta». l>RAm 

FROM AU. CAraR*. 


USUo 

1 Deaths. 

Ratli. 1 

Dvath*. 

Batlo. 

Deaths. 1 

Ratlw. 

1020 

16 

2-6 

^ « 

1 

. a 

M 


20*1 

1921 

36 

6-J 

^ ^ • 

^ ^ • 

0 


■nn 

■ES9 

1922 

34 

[ 4-9 

_ ^ • 

a 

i 



■KM 

1923 

15 

21 

^ * 

^ ^ • 

^ • 


■iiS 

HmS 

1024 

19 

2*7 

^ ^ * 

^ • 

2 

H 

161 

iS'I 


* Krparnto flgum are not available 


Statement II. 

Malaria statistics of the PaluaJchali Dispensary for (he last 



five years 

1920-24. 



Total caa*'*. 

Malarta eaars. 

RaUo. 

1920 

11,944 

467 

3*9 

1021 

11,771 

463 

3-9 

19.2 

10.908 

• 464 

4*2 

1928 

9,416 

531 

5-6 

1924 

10,484 

1,589 

15-2 


Rnoiivtn appolntid In KIwIinl 

m Maiilvi MYYED SULTAN ALh Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last five years — 

<t) how many iteceiTers have been appointed under the Distiiet 
Judge of Khulna by different courts; and 

(u) how many of them have been given to Muhammadansf 

• 28 a 

















Qwmmm. imm it?©. 

Tilt Htn^IMt Sif ASO^R^AHIMl (t) Ttt bj tibe Diiiriet Judge 

in i&iolrencj eMe$ and seven by tbe sabordiaate eonrts. 

{it) None. In all the insolvency cases the naair df the Judge’s 
court was a|>pointed Receiver without any remuneration. 


iMtr Vtliielii Dsfiartiiiiiit 

m. BilNl BEJOY KRISHNA BOSEs (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn 
to the manner in which the administration of the Motor Vehicles 
Department is being conducted? 

(b) Is it a fact that the conductors of private buses are compelled to 
take out licenses, where the conductors of the Calcutta Tramways 
Company’s buses are not? 

(c) Is it a fact that the buses of the Tramways Company and 
Walford Company are allowed to use solid tyies Against the rules and 
to carry extra passengers who stand in the buses against the rules? 

(d) Is it a fact that these compajkies are not required to take out 
permissions which other private buses are for use of routes and roads 
on private engagements? 

(e) Is it a fact that owners of private buses have to produce their 
buses several times a month for inspection? 

if) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
enquiry into the matter? 

Til# H#ll*lll# 8if MUCH STEPHENSONS (a) No representations 
appear to have been received about this department prior to this ques- 
tion. 

(6) There is no such differentiation. Facilities were previously 
given to bus traffic by waiving conductors’ licenses; but conductors are 
now required to take out licenses in accordance with rule 6 in Part V 
of the rules. In both cases all bus owners have been treated alike. 

(c) For buses not over two tons weight the Commissioner of Police 
requires pneumatic tyres under rule 19 in Part V of the rules in 
accordance with expert advice that this is a reasonable requirement 
for the reduction of vibration on such buses. Heavy buses are 
allowed to run on rubber tyres under rule 5 (1) (a) in Part III of the 
rules. It is believed that ^is is the practice in other large cities. No 
bus whetsoever is permitted to carry passengers jn excess of the sanc- 
tioned number. , v 

(d) It is only recently that the restriction on the route followed by 
buses, which requires the permission of the Commissioner uader rule 11 




or ibi 
pnUie. 




Im bMn to ktobwodbijrtmd h» priv«l« ^9090* 

Vo diimiitlatioti io made m its eiq d fettion. 

Biteee oace i^pittefed are oii]||r ealJed ap for 
mle 4 ia Part II of the roles, if there is reason to believe that 
ave eaased in any respect to oovform to the Motor Vehicles Rules 
not maintained in such a condition as to prevent danger to the 



-(/) Government see no reason for making further enquiries. 


Cooaifia tralllo in CatoHttm 

IdOi Mr. M. DAUDs (a) Has the attention of the Hon^ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to the two 
judgments delivered by Mr. E. H. Keays, Additional Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, North Division, in cates of — 

(/) Emperor vernut Dhirendra Nath Das; and 
(2) Emperor verhis Rajnat AhirJ* 

{b) If so, will he be pleased to lay on the table copies of the judg- 
ments of these two cases? 

(r) What action have the Government taken or do they propose to 
take in the matter for suppression of cocaine traffic in the north 
district of Calcutta? 

(</) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether any 
Presidency Magistrate of the southern police court has recorded similar 
observations like Mr. Keays regarding cocaine traffic cases in the 
southern court? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that recently c^waine traffic had assumed large proportions at 
Titagar and that a wholesale transfer of police officers from Titagar was 
followed by a round up of the deii k^pers and the suppression of 
the traffic? 

(/) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of adopt- 
ing the procedure of Titagar by transferring the Deputy Commissioner 
of Police as well as other important police officers from the north 
district to any other districts? 

Tii HM rt Mi fir HUM iTIPHlNMHIl (a) and (h) Oovemment 
have 9Mm the oopie% of the judgments which have appeared in the 
press. 




(c) fh$ mibject w TM^ring tli« of ^ of 

Exem and of tbo ConlBiioiumor of PiJieo. 


(4) Chmminont are not aware tliat shnilar dbeerrationa itare been 
made in ibe sontiiem oonrt. 

(e) I am informed that these snggestioiis are without foundation. 
(/) Ko. 


Mft M« DAUOs Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state 
whether Government are aaare that there were cocaine seiaures in 
Titagar ? 


TKi HofinMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I have no infix uiatlon ou 
the subject; so far as I know there is none. 


Mr. M. DAUD: Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state 
whether police officers were transferred from Titagar or not? 

Ttia HorPMe Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: There has been no transfer 
of police officers at Titagar except in the ordinary’’ course of transfers. 


Bangil Tananoy Act (Amcndmciit) Bill. 

131. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what is the present condition of the draft Bill to amend 
the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

(6) Is it a fact that in reply to questions the Council was informed 
that the Bill was being redrafted ? 

{c) Is the redrafting completed? 

(d) Is there any likelihood to introduce this Bill at the next Council 
Session? 

(e) If so, what steps are being taken in that direction ? 


TEC Htii*Mc MMiar^t KSNAUNISH OHANGNA NAY BiMtar «r 
Nadtall (a) to (e) The Bill is being prepared Sor publication and will 
be introduoed as ^arly as possilde. 




W AUAil WKIMN tHHICAfli (4) Hkt 

Hcm'lile 111© Member in charge of the L^al Self«Oovenimetit 
Msnt been drawn to the financial condition of ^e Dao^ Mnnici* 
If* 10 , do the GoTemment plfopote to do anything with regard 
to mo Dacca Municipality ? 


(h) Is it a fact that the present Vice-Chairman Rai Bahadur Keshub 
Chandra Banerjee stood for election as a candidate for Ward No. 1? 
Is it a fact that he failed to secure the majority of votes P If go, 
how is it that he has been nominated by the Government? 


(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Additional Magis* 
trate of the district was always a nominated member of the Dacca 
Municipality? If so, how is it that in the current year that practice 
has been deviated from ? 


(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the assessment case of 
Babu Bhuban Mohan Basak and two others against the Chairman of 
the Dacca Municipality? 

(r) Is the Hon’hfe the MeniWr aware of the Dacca Shakaii Basar 
riot case? If so, has the Government made any enquiiy regarding the 
cause of the aforesaid riot? 


TIM Hofi’bl© Mahvajt KSHAUNISH OHANDRA RAY Baliatfiir af 
Nadia: (^7) Y >8. There is at present difficulty in realising the rates. 

Government are in comm uuicat ion with the municipality on the 
subject. 

{b) Rai Bahadur Keshub Chaudra Banerjee stood for election and 
was defeated. Government were of opinion that his work as Vice- 
Chairman in spite of great difficulties was efficient and successful, 
and that in the public interest it was desirable that he should be a 
member of the new Board. 

(c) It has been usual to ajqioint the* Additional Magistrate on the 
Municipal Board. In making their appointments to the new Board, 
Government were unable to find a place for this officer. 

(d) Yea. 

(e) Some rate-payers of Sbakari Bazar resisted the aitachmeui of 
property for arrears of municipal rates and assaulted the police officer 
who was deputed to support the municipal employees. Tli^ Chairman 
was ttnwilliug to proeM^ute as the offenders submitted an apology and 
promised to pay the# rates without furUier oppoeition. 




nipufiilminf af lit-**-" — s-T M'ittrirtNy iM' tl 

ttf« Omit at H aag tii / , m a im am 


m. MmM ZANNOOR AHUfOi (a) WiU tlie Hcm’bla tiw Hem- 
b«r in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) how many posts there are in the ministerial stalls of tile Civil 
Courts of Hooghly, Howrah and Midnapore ; 

(it) how many of these posts are at present held by Muham^ 
madans; 

(m) how many appointments were made in the years 1923 to 1925; 
and 

(iv) how many were given to Muhammadans P 

(6) Is it a fact that appointments are generally made on the 
principle that at least one- third of the total appointments should go to 
Muhammadans P 

(c) Has that proportion been maintained in the Civil Courts of 
Hooghly, Howrah and Midnapore P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons? 

(c) What steps, if any, have been token to carry out Government 
orders regarding the appointment of Muhammadans? 

Tim Hon’Me Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: (a) (i) 312, (it) 31, (m) 19, 
(tr) 8. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The proportion has not yet been reached. 

(d) It must necessarily take time to sei ure the desired proportion ► 

(e) The proportion of appointments of Muhammadan candidates to 
recent vacancies has been increased. 

AfifMiiitiiiitiit ol Muhammailifif in maperior ym i m of 
Oaloima MIm. 

134. KIWfl Bihadlir 3. MAHiOOB ALEYl (a) Has the attention 
of the Hott’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department 
b^n drawn to the memorials regarding the appointment of Muham- 
madans in the superior grades of the Calcutta Police, submitted by tim 
Central National Muhammadan Association and*by some Muhamaiadaii 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council? ^ 



' wmmmm ' 

»ijr letkHi lo nivm^ ^ grifTtneM. 

tlifinw? 

1^ A imi thtA mnce tK« cr«tttt<iii of tkt po«t of Atiifitaiit Com- 
of th# Calcutta Police in 1916, no lees, tK^ 27 appointineiita 
made to tkis rank from tke^Hindu and Christian Inspectora 
and |t#, lluham m a d an has yet been appointed to any of those posts? 

(«) Is it not a fact that among the Assistant Commiesioners so 
appealed, Messrs. Wooley, Cook, Jackson, N. N. Majunidar and 
N. C» Chatarji were juniors to certain Muhammadan Inspectors? 

(e) Is it not a fact that by an order of the 16th March, 1921, 6(K 
|)er cent, of the appointments in the rank of Inspectors are reserved for 
Europeans and Anglo-Indians? 

MEIHIER in olMrgt of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon*Mo ilr Hltgft itoillianoOA): (a) The former has been received 
but not the latter. 

(b) The representations of the Association have been considered 
in detail and a reply will shortly be sent dealing with the several 
questions raised. 

(c) There have been 20 permanent and 7 temporary appointments. 
No Muhammadan has been apjminted. 

id) The first four officers named were not junior in the grade of 
Inspectors to any Muhammadan. N. C. Chatarji was appointed to a 
temporarj^ vacancy when he was four months junior t(» a Muhammadan 
Inspector. 

{e) The existence i»f an order of 1921 reserving certain appoint nients 
lor Europeans and Anglo-Indian.*- has recently come to my notice and 
it will be cancelled. There are certain posts of Inspe<’tor for which 
by their previous training European and Anglo-Indian officers are 
normally best (jualified, and other posts for which on the same grounds 
Indian officers are normally best qualified. The cancellation of this 
order will not effect this fact, or the principle that in all cases of 
promotion preference will be given to the officer best qualified. 

AppoinUntfit of Mutiaimnodant in ministoriil sorvlooi 
ttfider tho Khuftia Dlitriol Jiidgo. 

m Mmilvl tAYYEO SULTAN ALIS ia) Will the Hon^le th» 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department he pleaaed to state whether 
it ie a fact that the District Judge of Khulna did not reply to the 
letter of the Secretary of the Khulna Muhammadan AMoetaiion, 
dated 22nd July, asking for the following informatione 

(t) total number of Tninisterial officers serving under the District 
Judge of ftulna; 



(it) how mftAy ol them ere MiAammajme; . 

(m) the iiaiiie» and educational qualificatioi^ of the perwmi Irho 
have been appointed and the names ol the poets to which 
they have been appointed during tiie last five years? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
was the justification ol the District Judge lor such conduct? 

(c) Is it a fact that the claims of the Muhammadan candidates in 
respect of appointments in ministerial services under the District 
Judge of Khulna have been neglected in violation of the Circular 
5o. 3386A., dated 2(Hh April, 1914. 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the afiirmative, will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to all the District Judges in general and to the District 
Judge of Khulna in particular for the strict observance of the circular 
in respect of future appointments? 

Th# Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) The District Judge did send 
a reply regretting his inability to furnish the information as would 
entail much clerical labour. 

(h) The question does not arise. 

(c) Upon the facts available to us at present the answer is in the 
negative. Gcvernment will moke further encjuiries. 

(d) The question dose not arise. 

(e) The instructions already is>ued should, in the opinion of 
Government, be sufficient. The question of issuing further instruc- 
tions will be considered when it appears to be uecessaiy*. 


Ratos of chargM an gaods an Part Trust Railway batwaan 
Nowrali and Stialimar. 

13gt Mr« K« CAMPBBLLi (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that very high charges are still made on goods consigned to or 
from sidings on the branch line of the Port Trust Railway between 
Howrah station and Sbalimar Depot? 

(b) Is it a fact that a representation on the subject was made to 
the Railway Board in KovemWr, 1924? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Railway Board ifferred the matter to the 
Government of Bengal, Marine Department^ to hi dealt with? 




Wfll Holi*b^ tilt litmbtT bt plttstd to atote wlitt ilt]Ni^ 
tort btiilg token to teodify tbe^ratts so thtt tbo eWfM of tbo 
mo^ bo dbMPtd e<]oittbly by all tralBo ndiitg ibt brancb? 

1^ iltll^ilt Mr. T« IMEIISIII^I (a) GoTernmeiit are iaforiae^ 
tikat^tib charges on goods consigned to and from sidings on the branch 
line of the Port Tmst Railway between Howrah Station and Shalimar 
Depdt are lower than to any other stations on the Port Trust Railway 
with exception of the Shalimar Dep6t. 

(6) and (c) Yes. 

id) The matter is still under the consideration of Government. 


OtpyitU and Typiilt. 

1S7. BalNl MAHCNDRA NATH MAITYl With reference to the 
reply givco oo the 27th August, 1924, to my unstarred question No. 43, 
will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to state what steps are being taken by the Government for 
increasing the rate or remuneration of the copyists and typists in con- 
sideration of the rise of price of folios P 

Tht HoiPIlli Sir ABD«UR*RAHIMS The price of folios was raised 
subsequent to and on account of the raising of the standard remunera- 
tion of typists and copyists. Any further increase of the rate of 
remuneration must be justified on other grounds which are undei 
consideration. 


•ttppliiiliflUiry Budget of the Govenwneiit of Bengal for the ftm 

1925-20. 

Demandi for grantt. 

2g— Palioa.- 

The HeiPMe Sir HUGH tTBPHBNtONl On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I V)eg to move that a sum of Rs. 28,122 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 2(^Police 

This expenditure is for 2 items; the first is the restoration of the 
Detective Training School. I know that this will be challenged by 
some members on the ground that its abolition was on the rec'ommenda* 
tion of the Retrenchment Committee. As soon as the Retrenchment 
Cdminittee reoommendAi the abolition of the training school I 
decided to meet their wishes wherever possible, and within a month 
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« 

w# closed down the seliool^ The leo emtew ideMoti \>f the Aftriei^iiiient 
Committee was to thie elect — ^iwe have been told that the school can 
be closed without serioas loss of efficiency ” ; there is nothing further 
than that. We closed the school, and we find that it has led to a 
distinct loss of efikiency. In tjjbeee days the deteetioA: of erimi' is a 
matter for experts and if we are going to improve oar detective force 
in Bengal — and the members in ibis Council often complain of the 
quality of detection in Bengal — we must equip them scientifically to 
deal with crime. The school has been very favourably commented 
on by experts from all the other provinces, who have been sent down 
here to watch the work with a view to introducing a similar school 
in their provinces. There are training schools now in most other 
provinces. 

After 18 months we find that the closing of this school has had a 
very deteriorating effect upon our detective force; therefore we pro- 
pose to reopen it. , 

The other point is the provision of two motor lorries for the Bar- 
rackpore subdiviNiou. This is really a matter of economy. There 
are a large number of mills there and the whole area is liable to sudden 
outbreaks which we cannot foresee. It is essential that we should be 
able to have a force on the spot at once of armed men to deal with these 
outbreaks the moment they occur, and that is why we want these two 
lorries on which we can transport to the spot from the police-stations 
something like 28 men who can hold the crowd in check until further 
reinforcement come up. The mills have promised to co-operate but 
they can only come in the second stage in assisting to bring up rein- 
forcements. If we do not have these lorries, if we do not make our 
police force mobile, the only result is that we shall have to increase 
the number of police and post them permanently all over the area. 
But we want to go on with the number of police that we have now 
and make them mobile by having these two lorries. If we cannot do 
that, we must strengthen the police force; therefore I would ask tha 
members of this Council to pass this demand as a matter of economy. 

Ballll SEdOY KRISHNA BOSEf I beg to move that the demand 
of Hs. 17,222 for re-establishment of the Detective Training School 
under the head ** 26 — Police ** be refused. 

I find at page 12 of the book of Supplementary Demands the follow- 
ing remark under this head : — 

# Training School at Howrah wa« abcdisbed on the iwocMBiBiwidatioiia 

of the Reiranchment Committee. 


Then followi a vqry significant passage : — 

w dkmdrMfgm of deprmng the force of pf«t»er traiaiiur in detective 
iSay****^ ^ considered oeceavry to leopen the aohool 
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Hoii'U# Mtmhet in charge anticipated me % mying that 
refwWce viU ^ made to the report ol the Retrenchment Committee. 
I woi#d like to make a reference to^a short paragraph consisting of 
three tines at page 62 of the report. ' The paragraph runs thus;— 

The 0ttectiire Trainii^ School at Howrah costs approximateJy Ra. 92,000 in 
reoujTing expenditure. We hare been told that it can he clo(^ wituout any 
eeHoui mm oi efficiency and we recommend that this be done. 

An ironical reference has been made to it, as the Hon'ble Member 
8 a 3 rs “ we hare been told as if they had been told in private or they 
were told while not sitting in a Committee, but they were told by 
somebody, • and in view of that they had heard they made that recom- 
mendation. 1 am quite sure a Committee consisting of men like Sir 
Campbell Rhodes, Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Mr. 
Surendra Nath Mallik, Mr. Spry, Sir R. N. Mocker jee and others 
must have had before them sufficient data upon which they have (jome 
to that conclusion, and they have said that this school could be closed 
without any serious loss of efficiency, and the Government which took 
such a«long time in coming to certain conclusions with regard to the 
other recommendations of the Committee, closed the school, we are 
told by the Hon’ble Member to-day, within one month of this recom- 
mendation. This shows that they were in full agreement with what 
was reported here by the Committee. I am not quarreling with regard 
to what was done in the past, but I would like to draw the attention of 
the members of this House to the words in the book of Supplementary 
Demands, vu., 

The dissdvatitJtges of depriving the force of proper training in inethodt are 
however mo acute that it is considered necessary to reopen the school .without 
delay. 

Now who felt this disadvantage? Is there any Magistrate who 
animadverted upon the want of detective capabilities of the police in 
Calcutta? Is there any judgment commenting on the want of detective 
ability of the force? Is there any report of a District Magistrate to 
the effect that the administration of justice was suffering on account 
of the want of detective ability of the police force? In the absence 
these data, I at any rate will not be satisfied with a statement like 
that — that the disadvantages were so acute that it was considered neces- 
•ary to reopen the school. Kome strong case must be made out to 
show the acuteness of the disadvantage. Detectives like poets are 
bom, you cannot train detectives, and we, who have got some experience 
of criminal cases in courts, know very well that the detective qualities 
of the force in spite o^ these training schools and colleges are very 
very poor, and in facMhey detect nothing unless they are set to work on 
clues given by the witnesses. In the absence of these papers hnd un- 
less it can hb shown that the disad^ntages felt are very aciite^ 1 
hope this House will not grant this demand. 



SM 


DEMANDS FOB OBANm* 


[20rH Avq. 


•NAM tYID IMDAOUL NAQ rapported tW inotioa. 

Bitai AMULYA DHONS AODYl 1 beg to support ^bie mo^n. 
It appears that this school was amlished in accordance with the teooui- 
mendatiotts of the Retrenchment Committee; and I think we would 
not be justified in sanctioning a special grant unless and until we are 
convinced that the Committee had committed a serious mistake. We 
all know that the Committee was appointed by Oovemment. We all 
know that it consisted of experts and it took evidence from experts 
on this question. After having considered the evidence of the expeits 
they came to this conclusion. Therefore they were convinced that ♦he 
school could be abolished. 

The mover has drawn attention to the remark of the Retrenchment 
Committee that this school could be closed without any serious loss of 
efiBciency. I admit, Sir, that there .should be a school for training men 
in the detective system; and that is the reason why I wish to draw 
your si)ecial attention to paragraph 140 of the report of the Retrench- 
ment Committee. In that paragraph they said that there is another 
allege for the training of police-officers, namely, at Sarda, and that 
it provides training for Assistant Superintendents of Police, Deputy 
Sup(>rintendents of Police, Sub-Inspectors and Assistant Sub-Inspec- 
tors. Having regard to the fact that there is a si)ecial college for 
the training of jiolice officers, I do not think it is advisable to have 
another institute at Bhowanipur. It appears from the Supplementary 
budget that we are asked to sanction Rs. 17,222, but it i.s to be remem- 
Iwred that this sum is necessary for the remaining period of the current 
financiJ year and not the annual exirenditure. Therefore, in the 
absence of express reasons I do not think we would be justified in 
sanctioning this amount. 


Mulvi ZANNOOR AHMED and 
OHAUOHURI supported the motion. 


Rai HARENORANATH 


Thi Hon'Ma Sir HUGH STEPHENtON: I would like to say a few 

words with regard to the only thing that has been said in favour ->f 
these motions. Babu Bijoy Krishna Bo.se, in referring to the Retrench- 
ment Committee, quoted what they said and he appealed to the Council 
on the ground that it was quite impossible that the Retrenchment 
(^mmittee could have been told this in secret and that Oovemment 
should not know what they were told. That is precisely what hap- 
pened in this oa^ as also with regard to aR the reoommendatiems 5 
the Retrenchment Cwnmittee. The Retrenchment Committee deliber- 
atdy took tiieir evidence in camera and no one l^ws what witnesses 
were exsonined, and even Oovemment does not know what^he witneeeee 
said, ^eretme. Sir, it is impossible far Ghiverament to know what 
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was to ilm Eetrsnclmient Committee. So far as we ire conoemed, 
we no knowledge of what happened before tbe Retrenchment 
Conuniiifcee^ ^ on what gronndiit they made their recommendations. 


Then* Sir, Babu Bijoy Kiishna Bose rather unfairly cast it in my 
teeth that I had carried out the recommendation cf the Retrenchment 
Committee within one month and therefore he argued that I must have 
agreed with that recommendation. 1 would like to say that 1 did not 
agree with that lecommeiulation and I had very gieat misgivings in 
carrying it out, but it was a recommendation of the Retrenchment 
Committee, it was a I'ecommendation that could l)e given effect to at 
once. It was a recommendation of a Committee we had set up, and I 
felt it was up to us to carry out the recommendation if it was imssible 
to do so. Therefore I carried out the recommendation in the teeth of 
(jpposition on the part of the Police Dei)artment and despite my own 
judgment and I closed down the sch(H>l ; but alter 18 months I find that 
the Retrenchment Committee went too far. 


Then Babu Bijoy Krishna Bose (luotes fiom the footnote under the 
schedulw regarding the disadvantages of depriving the force of proiier 
training in detective methods and asks if there are judgments to that 
effect, or if Magistrates ci Courts have said so. Surely tbe |>eo|de 
whose opinion is of the highest value in a matter of this kind are the 
police and unless the police detect crimes, how can cases 
go up before Magistrates or Courts and liow’ can we have judg* 
ments on cases which do not go before the Courts. But if the 
mover will go through judgments of mufassal Courts, I can guarantee 
that in many instances he will find some remarks upon the question of 
the detection of crimes. I was also astonished to hear from the mover 
that detectives cannot be trained. The fact is precisely the opposite 
—detectives must be trained. You cannot expert a man to detect Crimea 
by the light of natur«H-you have got to train him. We teach our 
men finger-prints, we teach them foot impressions, we teach them the 
use of chemicals, photography, disguises and every method by which 
they can cope with crime. • 

Then, Sir, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, whom I hope to convince 
and take with me to the lobby, admits that there ought to be a training 
school for detectives; but he is under a wrong impression that there is 
already one at Sarda. Now, the ^rdo Training School performs 
entirely different functions. It does not teach anything of the art of 
detection. Oncers and men are sent to Sarda to be taught their dutiea 
when they first join the force and it is useless to attempt to train an 
officer in detective work iintil he has had considerable experience .as a 
police officer of ordinary police work. If we were to give our mm 
detaetive training at Sfuda, the course would have to be an en1|ir«^ 
differait oneif we would have to get experts there and we would have 
to incur far greater expenditure than at Bhowanipur.^ Moreover, the 



m DEMANDS FOB OBASm [2Xkm Am, 

op{»ortumtia!i for training m detectm work are io&iitdijr greaim^ bare 
in a mufaasal etation. 

The motion of Babn Bejoy Eriehna B(we was then pA and loet. 
The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 


MatHvi ZANNOOR ANMID: That the demand of Be. 17,222 
under the head * 26^Police — ^Reestablishment of the Detective Train- 
ing School at Bhowanipur ’ (page 12, Estimates) be reduced by 
Bs. 10,000/^ 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 28,122 be gpianted for expenditure 
under the head ** 26 — Police was then put and a division taken with 
the following result : — 

AYES. 


AMtott, Mr. L a. 

AMsmt'Wtlllaiiit, Mr, 0. 

AMy, ataii Amiriya IHimm. 

AanMtf, MsiiliH Tsys a e A Stii, 

AH, Maiilti atyifte SuHan. 
aaeA, Mr. a. N. 

atnariM, Mai iaiiAear AMnata CAaaara. 
*laraia« nai iaMS eantlianaii. 
fartaa, Mr. H. 

Emi, tat Naawit a 4 , 

Wirlty. Mr. L. 

■rawat, Mr. P. H. 
iOamiiatll. Mr. K. 

®VirKt»"Va5-R'^“' "•“ * 

uaawaaiiry. Mavlvl Patlal Karim, 
eaatfi, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oat, iami oaam caanera. 

WaiM, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. 6. 

Oty, Mr. a. a. 

Wait, Kal ialiaaiir Pyarl kal. 

Pan, Mr. a. a 
fMit, Mr. a. a a. 

U a it rt aa, tM Naii'Mt Mr. T. 

*faraAiri, Khaa BaMular K. a. M. 
Ptrrttttr, Mr. 4. OaaipatN. 

WAamavi, Naajl Mr. A. K. Aba Amata 
Kbaii. 

aaaat, Mr. a w. 

Ma^ Mr. P. M. 

Waa WaMi aabatfar Kati labiral. 


Haabyat, Mr. W. a 

Nattain, Kban aababar Maaivi MaMiarral 
Has, Maaivi A. K. PaiMtI. 

4aaita, Mr. P. I. 

Jtniiavray, Mr. H. 

Kbaltan, Aabu OtM Proaaa. 

Lai Mabaiaiaaa Ha|i. 

Liaatll, Mr. H. C. 

Liaatay, Mr. 4, N. 

Maaia Mr. Syta M. 

Martaa, Dr. M. W. i. 

Margaa, Mr. a. 

Malitrji. Mr. a a 

Nandy, Mabaraj Kaaiar Srit diaadra. 
NatiaiMMia, Khajt. 

Oaitn, Mr. 1. P. 

Pablowaa, Maaivi Ma Abdal sabbar. 
Parrott, Mr. P. 

Oabiia, tbt Haa'blv Sir Aba«rs 
Day, laba Naftadra Narayaa. 

Day, tbtHaa'Mt Mabaraja tanadar Kthau- 
alib Obaadra. 

Ray Obaadbari, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray ObaodbaH, Raja Maaaiatba Natb. 
Rty» Mr. a N. 

Ray, Ra|a Maailali ilayb. * 

•aiaai, Kbaa tabadar «aaM Abdaa. 
tariiar, Maaivi AUab tabbab. 

•aaitb, Mr. 4, P. 

•lafibtataa, tbt Haaldt Sir Nagb. 

WfItaB, LtM a, p. 

Waadbtad, Mr. J, A. 


A baa ai d, Maaivi Aaianiddia. 

AMaad, MaaM Naimaddia. 

AtHnid, Maabrt laaa aa r . 

Ma ftbl , oaba Rapnw Oba a d r a . 
iabsb, MaaM icaiiC 
Mdaifiba, Dr. Praiaatbaiiaib, 

Data, Daba taiat Kritbaa. 
j g db r aabrtl , Daba i MH a d ra Obaadra. 
W b i b raa a rty , Daba iidaraaa. 
DbAMirlM, Daba umm o ba adr a . 
Wbaadbarl, MaaM baiyad Abdar Rab. 


HOED. 

Obaadbari, Rat Naraadraaatb. 
Obaadar, Mr. Nirawl Obaadra. 
*M, Dr. Mabiai Mabaa. 

Daa aaiMa, Dr. 4. M. 

Dana, laaf abun Obaadra. 
Day. oaba iarM bvMtd. 
Daiar^ Maaivi ^bbdal. 
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IlidWd. MkiMi W>lM4. 

Itaiilvi Aftab HMMln. 
KiaAi WAlHvi AMiir RatohiA 
KHaa, liattlvi Aatanat. 

Kaam Mamai Mam UMin. 
Mabamauul, Maaivi tasar. 
Maiiy, Rabu Mabanbra. Nath. 
Mitra, Raba Jaftnbra Nath. 
Mukarlaa, Raba Taraknath. 
Natktr, Raba Ham Chanbra. 
Naafi, Raba Manmahaa. 

Qaabar, Maaivi Abbui. 


itaikat, Mr. braaaaaa Rab. 
Ray, Raba Abaaiab OhaiMlra. 
Ray, Raba taraabra Natb. 
Ray, Or. Kamab taakar. 

Ray, Or. Ribbaa Ohaabra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran taakar, 
tarkar, Raba Haaianta Kaaiar. 
tarkar, Raba Naliairaajan. 
taa, Mr. N. 0. 

•abrawarby. Or. A. 

Tarafbar, Maaivi Rajib Ubbia. 


The Ayes 61 anti the Noes 46, the motion was earrietl. 

The time-limit havinjr been leaehod the followinpr motions wei^ not 
dealt with: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ, Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED ami 
Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: * That the lUmau.l of 
Rs. 10,900 for motor transport for the Barraek{H)re and Serampore 
police under the head ‘ 26 — Polit e — Motor Trans|>ort fto Barrackpore 

and Serampore police ’ (page 12, Estimates) he refused.*’ 

• 

Mauivi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: “ That <h<> denmix) of 

Rs. 28.122 under the head ‘26 — Police — District Police (Schemes 1 
and 2)’ (page 12, Estimates) l)e refused,” 

Point of ordor. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Dn a |s)int <4 older, Sir. Is 
a meml)er comjietent to vot<* in the ” Aye ” lobby after calling for a 
division in a case where a motion has lK»en declared by the President 
to be carried? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot quite follow you. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: The last motion was declared 
by you to l>e carried. After that a certain memlier called for a divjsion; 
he then voted in the “ Aye ” lobby. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is to say he challengeil my announcement 
and then went into the ” Aye ” lobby. It was certainly improper on 
his part, and he should not have acted as he did. 


31— Eduoitiofi* 

MEMBER in atiarga^ of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tbo 
Hon’blo Bir Abd»iir*fffSiim)f On the recommendation of Hi» ExceBeney 
the Governor, I move that a aura of Rs. 3,82,985 be granted for expendi- 
ture under tjjie head “ 31— -Education *\ 


24 



358 


DEMANDS FOE GEANTS. 


[20ra Aug. 


I may just explain that the items regarding the reserved side of 
education are in charge of my Hon’ble colleague, Sir Hugh Stephenson. 

SHAH SYfiD EMOADUL HAQ moved that the demand of Es. 30,000 
under the head 31 — Education— Special grant to St. Paiirs School, 
Darjeeling,” be refused. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 30,000 for fii)ecial grant to St. Paul’s School, Darjeeling, be reduced 
by Rs. 15,000. 

Sir, I take a very mcwlerate view of the question, I admit, Sir, that 
there is a deficit of Rs. 30,000 in the case of St. Paul’s School, Darjee- 
ling, but that does not, I am afinid, admit of the whole of the deficit 
being met from the Provincial Revenue. In answer to my (luestion 
yesterday the Hon’ble Meml)er in charge was pleased to state that, 
notwithstanding the fact of their being an urgent need for the establish- 
ment of agricultural, industrial and commercial schools in several |>jirts 
of Bengal, nothing has yet been possible to do in that direction for 
want of funds. But, Sir, now that there is a jlemand of Rs. 30,000 
in the case of a European school, the Government is willing ^to meet 
it. It is, therefore, quite apparent that Government is very libenrl in 
the case of Euro|)ean schfxds. It api»ears from the report of the 
Retrenchment Committee that the Victoria Schwd with 190 students 
receives a Government grant of Rs. 94,000 per annum and the Dow 
Hill Girls' School with 120 students, Rs. 98,000 i>er annum, that is 
to siiy, these two European institutions receive a Government grant 
of about tw'o lakhs of ruj>ees per annum. Sir, we do not object to the 
grants l)eing given to European schools, but what we would take 
exception to is that (fovernmeut should not make an invidious 
distinction l>etween European and Indian schcwls. In these circum- 
stances tile demand of Rs. 30,000 in the case of St. Paul's School, 
Darjeeling, sKould be reduced by Rs, 1 . 5 , 000 , 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Babu 8ATYA KISHORE BANERilEE; That the demand of 
Rs. 30,000 under the head * 31 — Education — B. — Secondary — 1. 
Special giant to St. Paul’s School, Darjeeling’ (page 12, Estimates), 
be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOBEs ” That the demand of Rs. 30,000 
under the head ‘ 31 - Education ’ for special grant to the St. Paul’s 
School, Darjeeling (page 12, Estimates), be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Of, H» W, B, MORENO I Owing to my m^gre knowledge of the 
Bengali language I could not quite follow what Shah Syed Emdadul 
Haq said except for a sentence or tw<r, here or there, ^*ut I was able 
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to follow more fully the speech of my Hou’ble friend Mr. Addy. He 
has made the common error in thinking that Government have got a 
large comer in their heart for the welfare of Anglo-Indian education 
as contrary to the welfare of Indian education. It is a well recognised 
fact that these grants given for tbe^iaintenance of these schools, are 
largely retjuired to accommodate students as hoarders. Sir> we hear 
a great deal of the treatment of minorities. We ui'e told that s]ie<'ial 
treatment should be accorded to minorities and that they should be 
encouraged in order that the,\ may take their rightful place along with 
the other larger c‘ommiinitit*s of the c'ouiitry. Government have 
already recognised this tact and the Anglo-Indian community is giate- 
ful to the Government for that, because Gc»vemment have realised the 
real need of education for this community. Thc*re is so much talk in 
this Ccmncil and outside that minorities should l)e given protection and 
that the Anglo-Indian community should he encumraged, I c‘4in then 
see no reason for any oppoeition to a grunt for schools intended fc.r 
a minority community. The community is doing its very l>est to meet 
the needs of the.sc schotils and is giving more than what Governmc^nt 
can give. It is not then right and i>rc)i>er to say that these giants 
shoulAabe taken away or re<lucc*d .simply liecause oth<‘r communities 
are not lieing well served. If the majority community to which 
Mr. Addy belongs feels that it has got a grievance, lt*t him ('all for 
furthcM gnints for its schools but do not let him stand in the way of 
the minority commuiiitie> such as the Anglo-Indian c'ommunity is, 
for the community is doing its vcuy best by means ot education to make 
its rneml'eis stand side by side with tlie otlier .sister c'ommunifies of 
India, in the gieut fight for the enfrunchiseincmt of the peoples of India. 


Mr. H. BARTON: As far as I can gafhcu the position of the 
school at the present moment is a very critical one, and if this grant 
is not given, this institution will have tc» vhme down entircdy, and 1 
am sure it is not the desire of any one in this House that an institution 
of so long a standing, particularly one which is working for the good 
of my community, should be allowed to clcise. It will be a very 
ungracious act to refuse this grant. The total deficit of this school, 
as fhr as 1 know, is about Rs. 50,0(10. To meet this interested parties 
in Calcutta have made themselves it^spormible for Rs. 16,000 and sul>- 
scriptions from other sources will amount to about Rs. 6,000 or 10,000 
more, and it is only the difference that is asked for in the demand 
for this grant. The imsition of Anglo-Indian schools at the present 
moment eveiywhere is more or less critical. The community ns a 
whole is not very well off and at the present moment there are many 
hundreds of children |^bo have to be taken out of achooU on that 
account. Efforts bage been made by the community in every poaaible 
manner to prevent the closure of the school, and if in addition to these 



m 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


[20tu Axjq, 

difficulties the members of this House refuse this small grant of 
Rs. 30,000 and thus threaten the school with closure, they will 
certainly be doing my community A bad turn. I therefore hope that 
the House will agree to this demand. 

p 

The Hon'bis Mr^ Tt EMERSON: I think I ought to say a few words 
in order to explain the somewhat peculiar (ircumstanoes under which 
the hchool authorities have been compelled to come up to Government 
for a grant. St. Paul’s is the only school in Bengal to which Europe- 
ans, Anglo-Indians and Indians can send their children to recei\e 
education on lines similar t() those given in public schools in England. 
For this reason during the war many people, who usually send their 
children to England for education, sent them to this school at Darjee- 
ling so that the number of students grew in numbers to a ;»ojnt which 
it never attained before. After the war was over those boys who had 
been sent to the school on account of the war were sent home again 
with the result that the number of students attending the school 
diminished to a very great extent. At the same time, the wages and 
salaries of teachers increased so that the school w^as faced with a situa- 
tion of a dwindling number of students and increased expenditure. 
The school has itself done everything possible to deal with the situa- 
tion, and it is only in the very last resort that it has come to Govern- 
ment for this small grant to get over the difficulties in which it has 
found itself. W hat the school authorities have done thenrselves to meet 
the situation is to reduce their staflf and to get their budget reduced by 
Us. 5,000. They have also made a private collection among their 
well-wi.shers of Us. Ib.CKX) and with this and the Us. 80,000 which 
1 hope the Council will .see their way to grant them, they will make 
up the whole deficit of Rs. .50,000 which is needed to put the school on 
its legs again. This grant has only been applied for as a single grant 
to meet the situation, and it is not intended to l>e a recurring one. 
The school will not come to the Council again and the authorities are 
niuhiug arrangements in future to keep their expenditure within their 
receipts. I do not think I have anything further to say about this, 
and I hope the Council will ^ee their way to grant this demand. 

The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and lost. 

The motion of Bnhu Amulya Dhone Addy was then put and lost. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved that the demand of 
Rs. 5,000 under the head ** 31 — Education — Provident Fund for 
Teachers (page U, Estimates), be refused. 

BibU OEBI RROSAD KHAITAN: I anf surprised that the Shah 
Sahib moves a motion that the demand of Rs. ^5,000 under the head 
“ Education— Provident Fund for Teachers be ^fused. This 
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» principle of very great importance, namely, the 
esteWishment of a Provident Fond for Teacher*. I have all along been 
under the impression that the members of the Swaraj party and the 
members of the Nationalist party ere very anxious to protect the 
inleitsts of the p^r school teachers, and when the Government bring* 
fo^ard a resolution by means of which a provident fund can be estab- 

cu c o • teachers. I am surprised to find the 

Shah Sahib coming forward with a resolution that this grant should be 
retused. It ,s well known that the 1‘iovidenl Fund is an institution 
Which takes the place of pensions driven to Government officers, and 
I do not see what ifround there is that this «mall pnnt of Rs. 6,00C 
should be refused. 


The motion of Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put and lost. 
The following motion.s were culled but not moved: 


Babu MAHMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Us. 20,000 
under the head ‘ dl- -Edueatii.n- I’liiverNity pants-in-aid to non- 
Goveinment Arts Coljei^e * (pajrt* 18, Estimates) 1 h‘ reduced by He. 1.” 

Ral SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: “ That 
the demand of Hs. 19,700 under the head ‘Ml -Education - Develop, 
ment of the linpeiial Soniinaiy ’ (j)a^‘e 20, E'^timates) lie refused.*’ 


BiIni MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demnml of R». 19,700 
under the head ‘ dl EducHtion rniveisity direi-t friants to non. 
Government Collejree * (jia^e 20, Estimates) lie reflueed by He. 1.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of Hs. 6,200 
under the head ‘ 31— Education --I niversity (ioveriimeiit Professional 
Collejres — Bengal Enprineeriiiff Collefre, Sibpur ’ (pajre 22, Estimates) 
be reducetl by Re. 1.” 

Babu MANMAT-HA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Hm. 1,494 
under the head ‘ 31 - Education — riiiveAity Government Professional 
Colleges’ (page 24, Estimates) be reiluced by He. 1.'* 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: That 
the demand of Rs. 5,082 under the head ‘ 31— Educatioii>— Inereaae in 
the consolidated grant, etc.’ (page 24, Estimates) be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI, BMni MANMATHA NATH 
ROY and Manlvl ZitfiNOOR AHMEO: ** That the demand of 

Ba. 14,722 under the head ‘ 31 — Education — Establishment of Middle 
Enitlish Schools for girls in district headquarters * (page 26, Estimates) 
be reduced hf Re. 1.” • 
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Babu MANMATHA NATH ROYs That the demand of Rs. 1,048 
under the head * 31 — Education — Secondary Schools * (page 28, Eati- 
matea) be reduced by Re. 1.^’ 

c 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahwliir: That 
the demand of Rs. 8,000 under the head * 31 — Education — Additional 
contract grant, etc.’ (page 28, Estimates) be refused.” 

BalHl MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of Rs. 8,000 
under the head ‘ 31^ — Education — Contract contingent grant of the 
Education Department ’ (page 28, Estimates) be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BaKadur; That 
the demand of Rs. 5,268 under the head ‘ 31 — Education — Additional 
contract grant for punkha, etc.’ (page 30, Estimates) be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ‘‘ That the demand of Rs. 5,268 
under the head * 31 — Education — Additional grant for punkha, etc.’ 
(page 30, Estimates) Ik* redu<*ed by Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: ‘ That 
the demand of Rs. 50,534 under the head ‘ 31 — Education — Provision for 
additional building grants ’ (page 30, Estimates) be reduced by 
Rs. 20,000.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 50,534 
under the head ‘ 31 — E<lucation — Provision for additional building 
giants ’ (i>nge 30, Estimates) l>e induced by Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BMiadur: ” That 
the demand of Rs. 5,000 under the head ‘ 31 — Education — Increased 
provision for funiiture ’ (page 32, Estimates) be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 5,000 
uuder the head ‘ 31 — Education — Increased provision for furniture ’ 
([>age 32, Estimates) W rethiced by Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: ” That 
the demand of Rs. 25,000 under the head ‘ 31— Education— Provident 
fund for teachers * (page 32, Estimates) be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY and Mau^i ZANNOOR AHMEOi 

** That the demand of Rs. 75,000 under the head ‘ 31 — Education 

Secondary Direct grants to non4jlovernment primary echooi ’ (page 34, 
Estimates) be reduced by Re. 1.” N, 
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of Rs. 6.888 under the head ‘ 31 — Education — Proposal lor 
increasing' the value of sti])end$t in training and normal schools * (page 
36, Estimatp) he refused.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BUMMluri ” That 
the demand of Rs. 4,740 under the head * 31 — Education — Creation of 79 
additional stii^ends, etc.’ (i>age 36, Estimates) be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of lls. 17,500 
under the head ‘ 31 — Education — Special — Direct grants to non-Dovern- 
ment si)ecial schools — Madrasalis’ (page 40, Estimates) l)e reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: ” That 
the demand of Rs. 1,1*20 under the head * 31 — Education — 34 — Streng- 
thening of the offices the Divi'^ionul Inspector of Sch(K)ls’ (page 42, 
Estimates) be refused, ” 

• 

Babu 8ATYA KI8H0RE BANERdEE and Babu MANMATHA 
NATH ROY: “That tlie deinand ot lt>. 1,120 under the head 
* 31 — fiducution — (leneral Ins]>ection — 34 — Strengthetnng of the offices 
of the Divisional Tn^pectoi^ ot S('hools ’ (page 42. Estimates) be 
reduced by Re. 1. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: “ That 

the demand of lls. 2.250 under the head ‘31 — Education — Scholar- 
ships, ’ flulvhead (35) (page 42, Estimates), be refused. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “That the demand of Hs. 900. 
nruler the head ‘ 31 Edin ation — E — (ieiieral Scholarships’ (piige 42, 
Estimates) be reduced by I’c. 1. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “Jhat the demand of Us. 1,212 
under the hea<l ‘ 31 — Education — Deueral Scholarships’ (page 44, 
Estimates) be reduced by Ite. 1. 

Bbab BYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Re. H40 
under tbe head ‘ 31 — Education — Increase of the sti|>endiary allowance 
of the Smriti and N.vaya Professors of the tols at Nabadwip ' (page 48, 
Estimates), be refused. ” 

BMhi MANMATHA»NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 6,000 
under the^ head ^ 31 — Education — General Miscellaneous — Miscel- 
taneous’ 48, Estimates)^be reduced bj’’ Rs. 3,000. 
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•ibu MANMATHA NATH NOYs That the demand of Ea. e^O 
under the head * 81 — Education — General Miscellaneous — Miscellaneous * 
(page 48, Estimates) be reduced by Tie. 1. ” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH lft)Y: That the demand of Es. 958 
under the head ‘ 31 — Education — JiOss by Exchange * (page 50, 
Estimates) be reduced by Re. 1. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 8,82,985 under the head ‘ 31 — Education, ’ sub-head (46) (page 52, 
Estimates), be refused. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 8,82,985 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 81 — Education ” was then put and agreed to. 


Point of ontof. 

MiUlvi ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is there no necessity to have the permission of the House to withdraw 
a motion P 

Mfi PRESIDE NT 8 When the motion is not moved such permission 
is not necessary. 


32— Medical. 

Tho Hon’blo Maharaia KBHAUNIBH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 

of Nadias On the recommendation of His Excellency the Goveinor I 
beg to move that a sum of Ra. 1,02,487 be granted for expenditure 
.under the head “ 32 — Medical 

The following motions were called but not moved; — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: Thai 
the demand of Rs. 64,686 under the head * 32 — Medical — Presidency 
Hospitals and Dispensaries,’ sub-head (8) (page 54, Estimates) be 
refused.” 

Bdhu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Es. 64,536 
under the head ‘ J12 — Medical — Presidency Hosj)itals and Dispensaries, ’ 
sub-head (3) (page 54, Estimates), l)e reduced by Re, 1. ” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDRURI and BObu MANMATHA 
NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 1,200 lor ^e establisbinent of 
a Dental Department in the Presidency General Hospital under the 
head * 32— Medical,’ sub-head (6) (page Estimates), ^ refused.” 
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mm MANMATHA NATH ROY and Rid SATYiNORA NATH 
ROY OHAUDHURI Balmhir: That the aemand of Rs. 450 under the* 
head * 32 — Medical — Appointment of a Registrar of the Campbell: 
Medical Hospital,’ sub-head (9) (pag^60. Estimates), be refused.” 

Ridlli MANMATHA NATH ROY : ” That the demand of Ks. 2,550* 
under the head ‘ 32 — Medical — Reorganization of the All>ert Victor 
Leper Asylum at Gobra,’ sulvlien*! (10) (page 02. Estimates), be* 
refused.” 

Rii SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BalUNlur: ” That 

the demand of Ks. 3,190 under (he head ‘ 32 — Me^lical — K<»missiou of 
contribution payable by the Burdwan Fraser Hcmpital.’ sub-liead (11> 
(page 62, Estimates), be refuse<l.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: ” That 

the demand of Ks. 1.248 under the head ‘ 32 — Medical — Revision of 
the pay of the Media-makers, etc,,’ sub-head (13) (page 64, Estimates),, 
be refused.” ^ 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand of 
Ks. 1.02,487 under the head ‘ 32 — Medical — Medical Schools and’ 
Colleges — Other Medical Schools’ (page (>8, Estimates) be refused.” 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur of Nadia was then put and agreed to. 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHAITANs Sir, may T inquire whether 
notices of these motions were sent in order to give the President some* 
exercise of lungs? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite possibly. 

33— Public Health. 

Tbe Hon’ble Matiaraia KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur 
ef Nadia: On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I 
beg to move that a sum of Rs. 52,870 be granted for expenditure 
under the head 3r3 — Public Health *\ 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BMlSdlir iiNlf 

MWIn ZANNOOR " That the aemand of »a. 6,250 undw 

the head * 33 — Public Health — Development of the Publicity Bureau 
(page 70, Efj^ates) be refuead/' 
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ftatou MANMATMA NATH ROY: That the demand of Ra. 5^ 
under the head * 33 — Public Health — Development of the Publicity 
Bureau ' (page 70, Estimates) be reduced by Re. 1.^’ 

Babu MANMATHA NATH rW: ** That the demand of Rs. 20,000 
under the head ‘ 3^1 — Public Health-r-Public Health Establishment — 
^Supplies and Seri’ices — C’ontribution towards the pay of Health Officers 
»nd Saiiitaiy' Ins|>ector8 ’ (page 72, Estimates) be reduced by Re, 1.” 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: That the demand of 
Rs. 62,870 under the head * 33 — Public Health — Expenses in connec- 
tion with epidemic diseases’ (page 72, Estimates) be refused.” 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur of Nadia was then put and agreed to. 


34— Agrioultura. 

Tha HOfl*bl« Sir HUGH STEPHENSON; On tlie ^ie( >m 
mendution of Ilis Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 70,150 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 34 — Agricul- 
ture 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURi Bahadur: ” That 
the demand of Its, I, (KM) under the head ‘ 34 — Agriculture — Publicity 
and propaganda work,’ sub-head (1 ) (page 74, Estimates), be refused.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 1.000 
^nder the head ‘ 34 — Agrit ulture — Publicity and propaganda work,* 
sub-head (1) (page 74, Estimates), be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BaMur: ” That 
"the demand of Rs. 700 under tlie head * 34 — Agriculture— t^JoUecticm of 
wag^-ceusus,’ sub-head (2) (page 74, Estimates), be refused.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI BShadiir: That 
the demand of Rs. 3,449 under the head ‘ 34 — Agriculture — Cattle 
oensus/ sub-head (3) (page 76, Estimates), be refused.*’ 

•HAH BYEU: EMOADUL HAQi That the demand of Rs. 7,64^3 
under the head * 34 — Agriculture — Establishmeini pf a farm for conduct^ 
ing experiments with crops on the alluvial soils of the^ Bogra district,* 
«ub-head (9) (page 82, Estimates), be reused.” 
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SilAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ Md libu MANMATHA NATH 

ROYI " That the demand of Its. 7,643 under the head ‘ 34— Airricul- 
ture — Establishment of a farm for condiu'tinp ex|>eriment» with crops 
on the alluvfal soils of the Bojna distiirt/ sub-head (9) (page 82, Esti- 
mates), be reduced by Re. 1.'’ 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur and SHAH 
SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “That the demaud of Us. 9,471 under the 
head ‘3*1 — Agriculture— Appointment of auditors, etc.’ sub-head (in 
(page 84, Estimates), be refused.” 

Mauivi ZANNOOR AHMED: “That the demand of lU 9,471 
under the head ‘ *14 Agricnilture ApiM>intment of autliiors, ete.,* sub- 
head (11) (page 84, Estimates), l)e reduced by IN. o.OOO. ’ 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Us. JblTl 
under the head ‘ 84 - Agriculture- Appointment of atiditors, etc.,’ 
sub-head (111 (page ^4, Estiuiutesl, 1 h‘ reduced hv He. 1.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 89,54') under the head ”84 — Agriculture— Revisii>n of pay” he 
ipfused. 


It appears that there is a propo.sal for the revision of the pay of the 
inspectors and ( hief and divisional auditors of the co-o|»erutive societies. 
It appears from the note tliat it i.s proposed to raise the pay 
of the chief auditor from U.s. 250 to Us. 8(M) a month and that of the 
divisional auditor from Rs. 2(HI to Rs. 250 u month and of the 
inspectors from R>. 100 to IN. 125 per month. It is jo jordingly pro- 
posed to make an annual increase in the pay of these officers of 
Rs. f8,295 a month or a total annual expeioliture of Rm. 89,545. It 
may be said that these officers are working very sutisfm^torily; it may 
be 80 , hut ^here is no reason whatsoever^ as to why their pay Hhould 
now be materially increased and that by almut Rs. 40,000 per annum. 
Kow, Sir, the offi<‘ers of other departments may also ask for further 
increments of their pay and therefore it will be very difficult for us to 
justify this increment unless and until we are told that there are 
special grounds for this. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Blbu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ** That the demand of Rs. 89,545 
under the bead ‘ 84 — Agriculture — Revision of pay, etc. ^ (page 84, 
Eftimatesbi^ reduced by Rs. *20,000.” 
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Maylvl XANNOOR AHIIEDs Thai the demand of Ee. 39,545 
under the head ‘ 34 — A^jriculture— Revision of pay, etc.’ (page 84, 
Eatimates) be reduced by Rs. 10,000.” 

•HAH 8YED EMDAOUL HAQ: ‘^That the demand of Rs. 39,545 
under the head ‘ 34 — Agriculture — Revision of pay, etc.’ (page 84, 
Estimates), be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahifltir: That 
the demand of Rs. 1,715 under the head ‘34 — Agriculture — Boat 
establishment’ (page 80, E.stimates) be refused.” 

Btbu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Rs. 7,000 
under the head * 34 Agri{‘ulture— Co-operative Credit — Supplies and 
Sendees Grants to Co-operative So<*ieties ’ (page 86, Estimates) be 
refused.” 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ‘ That the demand 
of Rs. 70,156 under the head ‘ 34- Agriculture— jCo-o|)erative Credit — 
Contingencies - toiler <(mtingeiit charges' (page 88, EKtimafes) be 
refused.” 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson was then put and 
agreed to. 


35— InduatfiM. 

Tht Hofimia Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 93,212 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘ 35 — 
Industries ”. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs “ That the demand of Es. 6,371 
under the head ‘ 36 — Industries — Opening of a survey olass in the 
Burdwan Technical School ’ (page 92, Estimates) be refused.” 

Babll MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of Es. 34,350 
under the head ‘ 36 — Industries — Industrial Education — Grant*in-aid * 
(page 96, EstimateKl Ire retluced by Re. 1.” 

MiuM MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ” That the demand 
of Es. 93,212 under the head ‘35 — Industries ’ (page 100, Estimates) 
be refused.” • 

f 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson was then put and 
agreed to. ^ 
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37— MitMlIWMOM OtpartniMtB. 

Tha Hon bit Mr. T. EMERSON. On the m-omnieudation of 
Hia Eicellency the Governor I beg t«move that a sum of Rg. 7,744 be 
grunted for expenditure under the head " 37— Miscellan-oug Depart- 
ments 

The following motions were called hut not moved: — 

MtHlvi MD. NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURY and SHAH 8YED 
EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 7,744 under the head 
‘37— Miscellaneous Departments ’ (page 102, Pistimates) be refused.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUOHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 7,744 under the head ‘ 37 — Miscellaneous Departments ’ (page 
102, Estimates) be reduced by Rs. 3,872/^ 


Babu SATYA KI8HORE BANER^EE: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 7,744 under the head ‘ 37 — Miscellaneous Departments ’ (page 
102, ^iinate.s) Ipe reduced by U,s. 2,000. ” 

BEbu MANMATHA NATH ROY and 8HAH SYED EMDADUL 
HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 7,744 under the head ‘ 37— Misctdla- 
neous Departments ’ (page 102. Estimates) W reduced by Re. 1.*’ 


The motion of the Hon ble Mr. T. Emerson was then put and agreed 
to. ' 


41— Civil Works. 

Ths Hon’blo Mr. T. EMERSON* <)n the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I l»eg to move that a .sum of Rs. 3,19,597 
be granted for expenditure under the head “ 41— Eivil Works 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Us. 19, (KM) 
under the head ‘ 41 — (’ivil Works — Scheme No. 1 ^ (page 102, Estimates) 
be reduced by Rs. 9,000.” 

‘ SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: ” That the demand of Us. 19.000 
under the head ‘ 41~-Civil Works— Scheme No. 1 ’ (jHige 102, Esti- 
mates) be reduced by Re. 1.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of Rs. 20,000 
under the head ‘ 41-aCiril Work»— Scheme No. 2 ’ (page 104, Eatimatea) 
be reduced ^ B«. 10, (XK).” 
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SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQs That the demaad of Es. 20,000 
under the head '41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 2' (page 104, Esti- 
mates), be reduced by Re. 1.** 

SHAH SYEO EMDADUL HAQ: "That the demand of Rs. 20,000 
under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 3 ’ (page 104, Esti- 
mates), be reduced by R.s. 10,000.” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: "That the demand of Rs. 45,000 
under the head ‘41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 5’ (page 106, Esti- 
mates), be refused.” 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rh. 45,000 under the head “ 41 — Civil Works — Scheme No. 5 ” 
be reduced by Rs. 20,000. 

It appears that the total cost of structural alterations required in 
the Juvenile Jail at Alipore and other courts is Rs. 73,300 and it is 
proposed to iiu'ur an expenditure for Rs. 45,000 during the current 
official year. It has been said that this is in*- accordance jith the 
recommendation of the Jail.s Standing Committee. It may be regarded 
by (lovernment as a necessary item of expenditure but I think that 
it is not an urgent one; for, had it been so, an amount less than the 
total sum would n(>t have been asked for and this fact alone by itself 
proves that the work is not an urgent one and if I considered it to be an 
urgent one I would not have grudged to vote the entire sum required, 
that is, Rs. 73,300. 

During the last three years, for want of funds, not a single agri- 
cultural school, not a single industrial school, and not a single com- 
mercial school has been established in any part of Bengal, and there- 
fore since on the alleged ground of want of funds Government has 
not found its way to expend a single farthing even for the establish- 
ment of these schools for technical education which is absolutely 
necessary I beg to submit that we are not justified in passing a grant 
of even a farthing, for what? — for structural alterations, and structural 
alterations of what ? — of a jail ! Having regard to the fact that it is 
not nn urgent measure and having regard to the fact that other nation- 
building schemes have been kept in abeyance on the ground of want 
of funds, I do not think we shall be justified in sanctioning this expendi- 
ture on the structural alterations of the Juvenile Jail at Alipore. 

Tht Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENtOMl I think the mover of 
this amendment is entirely under a misapprehension. I won’t follow 
him into what he says about our having don# nothing for industrial or 
agricultural schools, I am prepared to meet him' on that point at any 
time, but I cannot enter into details now because it wiJI take up the 
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tim# of the Council. It is not merely a structural alteration of » 
jail; it is an attempt to improve the condition under which the. 
juvenile prisoners are kept. At present they are kept, as he says, 'm 
a jail; we .want them to be kept in a building which more closely 
resembles an industrial school. A li^e while ago they were employedT 
on the unsuitable occupation of making quinine tabloids; we want ta 
train them in carpentry and give them technical training and so on. 
In order to do this we have to make the building more of a whoof 
than of a jail. We proposed to take away entirely the mass of 
cubicles from the jail and turn them into association wards. The idea 
is not merely to improve the architectural features of the jail; it is to* 
entirely alter the system under which we are at present treating our 
juvenile prisoners; we want to turn it into something of a reformatory 
school rather than a jail. As long as we keep the cages or wire cubiclea 
the jail cannot attain to u resemblance to a reformatory school. 

Babll AMULYA DHONE ADDY: As I am convinced by thr 
arguments advanced by the Hon'ble Member I ask your permi.ssion to 
withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Babu Amulya Dhone Addy was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were <’alled but not moved: — 

Babu 8ATYA KI8H0RE BANERdEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 4o,0(MI under the head *41. — ('ivil Works — Scheme No. 5’ (page 
lOf), Kstiniates), be redu<‘e(l by lO.tMMt.” 

8HAH 8YE0 EMDADUL HAQ: "That the demand of Rs. 45.00(> 
under the head ‘41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 5’ (page 1(>6, Ksti- 
mates), be reduced by Re. 1.” 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ and Babu MANMATHA NATM 
ROY* “That the demand of Rs. 55,0(K) under the head ‘41. — Civile 
Works — Scheme No. G ' (page 106, Estipiates), be refused.’^ 

8HAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 55,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 6 * (paga 
106, Estimates), be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI and Rai 8ATYENDRA 
NATH ROY OHOUDHURI Bahadur: “ That the demand of Rs. 25,000 
under the head ‘41. — Civil W^orks — Scheme No. 7 * (page 106, Eati* 
mates), be refused.'^ * 

[At th^^tage the Counojl was adjourned for 10 minatea,} 
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The following motions were called but not moved: — 

MANMATHA HATH SOY: “ That the demand of Be. 8,500 
ander the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 9 ’ (page 108, Esti- 
mates), be reduced by Re. 1 ”. 


R*i SATYENDRA HATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: “That 
4he demand of Rs. 20,(Xt0 under the head ‘ 41.— Civil Works— Scheme 
No. 10 ’ (page 108, Estimates), be refused.” 


Rai HARENORANATH CHAUOHURI: I beg to move that the 
•demand of Rs, 18,910 under the head “ 41— Civil Works— Scheme 
No. 11 be refused. 

The Ncheme is this: It relates to the const nut ion of an office 
building for the Deputy Director of Agriculture, Eastern Circle, and 
officers sulnirdimite to him at the Dacca Farm. 

The necessity for this demand is explained in the following 
remark : — 


.• ARnculture, Ka.Htern Circle is now located 

wort it iIm ‘ " “k ‘^1® espsnsion of reseaJcb 

urgent necestnty to provide more Mi>af« for the Re 

fcr n '>o« n. construct sir.*u'" lu,,ldin« 

for the office of Deputy Director ot Agriculture and officors siihordinute to him! ^ 


Many building .sclicmcs btive lieon suggested in the Supplementary 
budget and we see, much to our regret thn* the hard-earned rerais.sion 
of the provincial eontribution is going to be spent after all in bricks 
and mortar for the different departments. If a separate building be 
miuired for the Deputy Director „f .\grieulture at Dacca, cerlainlv 
Dacca being a fmpulons town bouses can W rented there and I do not 
understand what immediate neee.ssity tlieie ran be for building a new 
office for the Deputy Direetoi of Agriculture, Eastern Circle, at Dacca. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 


Bsbil MANMATHA NATH ROY: “That the demand of Rs. 18,910 
under the head ‘41. — Civil Work.s — Scheme No. 11 (page 110 Esti- 
mates), be reduced by Re. 1." ’ 


Tht H«l%lt Sir HUGH STEPHENSONfl hope to convince 
na^ndrauath Chaudhuri that his motion is on Ibe wrong lines, 
main part of the work of the Agricultural Department M«e»earch! 


Rai 

The 

The 
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consists of two parts, tka first iwsaarch and iha soooiid danon* 
stnitiaii and of tka two rasaarok is parkaps tke more important. In 
search we have gone a considerable way, but in demonstration we are still 
making experiments. I do not know whether the mf>ver has ever seen the 
Research Institute at Dacca; if not,*I hope he will take the earliest 
opportunity of going to Dacca to see it. It is a most interesting place. 
But the work is cramped and is suffering from lack of accommodation, 


to take one example we want to launch out into the general analysis 
of the whole of the soil in Bengal, and we have not got room for the 
research work apparatus. The only way to provide it is to turn out 
the Deputy Director of Agriculture into an office of his own; he has 
no business at the Institute at all. Therefore we propose to restore to 
this important branch of the Agricultural Department the room which 
was originally built for this research work, end this is the most con- 
venient way ill which we cun do it by building a house for the Dej>uty 
Director of Agriculture. Therefore, I hope the mover will withdraw 
his motion. 


MARENDRVIATH CHAUOHURI: Why not take a rented 
house^r the office of the Deputy Director of Agriculture ? 


The Hen’Ue Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: We cannot do that 
because there are no hou^e'. near the farm, the farm is in a desert of 
crops. The Deputy IHrector’s work is mainly concerned with the 
farm and his office must be adjacent to it. He cannot do his work if 
he is {] or 7 miles away at Dacca. It is essential to have his office 
adjacent to the farm. 

The motion of Rai Hareudranath Chaudhuri was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Bahadur: That 

the demand of Rs. 24,897 under the heaS ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme 
No. 12 ’ (page 110, Estimates), be refused.” 


Bahu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ”That the demand of Ea. 24,897 
under the head *41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 12* (page 110, Eeti- 
mates), be reduced by Rs. 15,000.” 


Rai HARENORANAffH OHAUDHURIl I beg to move tkal the 
demand of Ea. I0,0(fi) under the bead ** 41 — Civil Worka— «Sokeme 
No. 14 be tafuaed. 
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This scheme relates to the^ construction of a residence and office 
for the Public Works Department Subdivisional Officer, Asanaol, and 
the remarks in the book of Supplementary Demands are as follows: — 

The Super intending Engineer reported that the oflice and residence were in 
A rented boune on u fixed rent of R». GO per month for one year, from July, 1919, 
to June, 1920. On expiry of the lease the owner served a notice in November, 
1921, to vacate the premises. In the circumstances the Superintending Engineer 
asked for the sanction of Government to the payment of an increased rent of 
Hs, 100 per month from January, 1922, till a suitable house was found. It was 
not considered desirable to pay such a high rent when the share of rent recover- 
able from the Subdivisional Officer was very small. The necessity for the construc- 
tion of the office and residence is therefore obvious. 

But it is not obvious to us and I hope I shall not be invited to visit 
Asansol us well. It is apparent from the above remarks that a rented 
house is still available at AsaiiKol. Now that the Sub-divisional officers 
of the Executive Department have got Government buildings tv live in, 
it is the turn of the Public Wfjrks Department officers to have pin (a 
buildingsi. Probably, the Co-operative and other department officers 
will come next. If the other Subdivisional Officers of the Public 
Works Depart nient are not provided with Government building.^, why 
should ihc e two persons only he fortunate enough to have buildings 
provided by Government? Only two Subdivisional OflScers^jlxf the 
Public Works Department are going to be provided with buildings. 
So fur as Rajhhalii is concerned, I reserve my remarks for the jresent. 
hut so fur as .Vsansol is concerned, a lented house can meet the 
requirements. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

'SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQs “That the demand of li<. 10,000 
under the head *41.— Civil Works — Scheme No. 14’ <page 112, Esti- 
mates), he reduced by Re. 1.” 

The Hon'We Mr. T. EMERSON. I have nothing to add t i the re- 
marks given in the book of Supplementary Demands. I have explain- 
ed the obviousness of the demand. It is very inconvenient lor the 
Government to have their officers in hou.‘'es the rents of which me likely 
to be raised. In this case the rent was raised suddenly from Rs. 80 
to Rs. 100. If we did not ppy the extra rent, the Subdivisional Officer 
would have to leave the house. Government think that it is more 
economic al and that they will get better work if their officers are pro- 
vided with separate houses of their own. I think, therefore, this 
scheme ot building houses for Public Works officers in places where 
there is considerable difficulty in obtaining suitable bouses is one 
which ought to be encouraged in the interests of good work. 

The motion of Rai Harendrapath Chaudhuri was then put and lost. 

RM HARINDRANATH ONAUDHURIM beg to move tknt the 
demand of Rs. 10,000 under the head “ 41 — tivit Works — Scheme 
No. 15 be refused. ^ 
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Iknch on the same grounjd as I moved the last motion I am moving 
thie as well. This demand relates to the construction of the residence 
of ]|he Public Works Subdivisional o&cer at Hajshahi. Again, I may 
remind the House that this is the thin end of a wedge, and if they are 
inclined to sanction this demand, GovAninenf will be justified in futui'C 
to bring forward demands to provide buildings for all the other Public 
Works Subdivisional officer,^ and not only for Public Works officers 
alone, but for officers in all othei departments wli(» a»e tu t ommodated in 
rented houses. It is therefore for the Council to amsubM- the matter 
seriously, because if they orue commit themselves tii support this 
demand, they will be bound t«» support such others in future as well. 

* 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: That the dtonund of Hs. 10.1)00 
under the head ‘41. — Civil Woiks — Scheme No. lo ’ (page 114, Ksti- 
mates), be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Th6 Hon’ble Mr. T. EMERSON: T his is not a new scliemc. It 
has been pending by* a long time and could not be carried out for 
want funds. This is not the only case where a liouse has been 
provided for a Subdivisional Officer, but there is an extensive scheme 
under which many Subdivisional Officers of the I^ublic Works Depart- 
ment }ia^e already been j)i<o ided with houses. I therefore think that 
there is nothing objectionable in this demand, and I hope that (be 
mover will see his way to witlidraw his motion. 

The motion of Rai Ilurendranath Cbaudhuri was then put and 
lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 5,mK) 
under the lunid ‘41. — Civil W(»rks — Seheme No. lb’ (page 114, hNti- 
mates), be refused.” 

SHAH 8YEO EMDADUL HAQ: “ Vlmt the ((••muni] of Rs. Ti.ftlK) 
under the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works — Scheme No. 10 ’ ^jmge U4, Esti- 
mates), he reduced by Re. 1.” 

B«bu NALINIRANJAN SARKER ami Mauivi MS. NURUL HUQ 
CHAUDHURYS “That the demand of R». a.19.597 under the head 
‘ 41 . — Civil Work^ — Government Press' (page 114, Estiraateft), be 
refused." »• 

# 

The motion ijlat enm of Rs. 3,l^t597 be granted for expenditure 
under the he^ 41 — Civil Works ** was then put and agreed to. 
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46— ttationary and Printing 

MiMSER in ehargt of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (TIm 
H on'blo Mr. T. EMERSON): the recommendation of* His Excel- 
lency the Governor I move that a sum of Rs. be fifraiited for 

expenditure under the head “ 46 — Stationery and Printing 

The following motions were called but not moved; — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur and 
Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: That the demand of 
R«. 16,000 under the head ' 46— Stationery and Printing ^ (page 114, 
Estimates), be refused,” 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: That the demand of Rs. 16.000 
under the head ‘46 — Stationery and Printing — Revision of Press Estab- 
lishment ’ (page 114, EHtimate.s), be rtMluced by Rs. 8,000.” 

The motion of the HonTde Mr. T. Emerson was ^ben and 
agreed to. 


Expenditure in England— High Commiseioner. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ T« EMERSON* On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I move that u .sum of Rs. 19, (>00 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “ Expenditure in England — High Com- 
missioner ”. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Miulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: ‘ That the demand 
of Rs, 19,600 under the head * Exjx'iiditure in Fbigland -High Commis- 
sioner' (page 118, E»timate8)‘be refused.” 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. T. Emerson was then put and 
agreed to. 


Lorn and Advanoit. 

Thi Hfn*Mt Mr. T. EMERSON: On th^' recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I move that a sum of Ra, 50,000 he granted for 
expenditure under the head “ Ix^ans and Advances 
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tie following motions were called hat not moved:-* 

liwiivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYx That the demand of 
Be, 26,000 under the head * Loans and Advances * for the proposed 
loan to the Barisal Municipality (pagi 120, Estimates), be refused.*’ 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 26,000 under the head ' Loans and Advances ’ for the proposed 
loan to the Barisal Municipality (page 120, Estimates^ be reduced by 
Bs. 10,000.” 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY ind Rai HARENDRA- 
NATH CHAUDHURI: “That the demand of Bs. 25,000 for the 
proposed loan to the Krishiiugar Municipality under * Loans and 
Advances ’ ^puge 120, Estimates) l)e refused.” 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. T. Emerson was then put and 
agreed to. 

Mr. PREEIDEHT. The counting of votes for the Standing Com- 
mittees will take place at 11-00 a.m., in the Committee Room, to- 
morrow. Any member who wishes to l>e present is welcome. 

I have received a communication that His flxcellency has been 
pleased to allow the Coum il to meet to-morrow for the transaction of 
non-otficiul business. 

AclJourniiMiit. 

The Council was adjourned till 0 r.M., on Friday, the 21st August, 
1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



PnoMdings of the Bengal L^slative Comwil n w tn b le d iimfv 
the piwiaiom the Covermmnt of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 2l8t August, 1925. 


Frasent: 

The Hoii’hle tlie PreHidcnl (Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray) in the 
Chair, the four Hon’blc Members of the Executive Council and 109 
nominated and elec^ted memberh. 


Starred Questien 

(to whioli oral answer was given). 

Typists and Copyists. 

«LX. Mauivi ABDUL QUAOER: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Dcjiartnient aware that the greater number 
of typists and copyists of Courts in Bengal are not getting increased 
remuneration according to the prescribed rate mentioned in the High 
Court’s General letter No, 8, dated the 2drd June, 1921 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be jdeased to state whether the 
increase in the value of a folio from 3 annas to 4 annas each was 
recmnmended by the Retrenchment Committee for the immediate relief 
of the copyists and typists? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the increase instead of 
enhancing their income has reduced their earning on account of deduc- 
tion to the Contributory Provident Fund? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of organising 

them into a paid staff as early as f)ossible in the light of the assurances 
given by the Hoii’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim on Slst August, 1921, in 
reply to the resolution moved by Khan Bahadur Wasimuddin Ahmed 
regarding the fixity of pay of copyists and typists? ^ 

(f) Are the Government, pending the final decision of the case of 
copyists and typists, considering the desirability of passing orders 
without delay so that copyists and typists may be allowed to draw 
lees at 3 annas per folio of 4 aunas? t 

(/) Are the Government further aware that the United Provinces 
Government have fixed the salary of tyinsts and copykts? 



QUESTIONS. SIV 

•pmfR in elinrgn of JUOIOiAL OEPARTMCNT (tho Hoi^ 

(<?) No. 

(ft) Tbe Retrenchment Committee rerommen<led an increa^te of the 
copying: fee4 by 25 i>er cent, on the ground that the pay of copyists 
and comparing: clerks had been increased and that an additional chargre 
for copying seemed justified. 

(r) No. 

{(I) The answer is in the negative. No such assurance was given 
as suggested. 

(e) The question is under consideration. 

1/) No. 


Ufistarretf Questiofis 

(answers to which were laid on tho tihle). 

Anti«iiitlaritl Projects. 

138. Raj HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilon ble 
the Member in cliurge of the Department of l.rf)cal Self-Government 
be piea>ed to state — 

(i) how far the various anti-malarial projects have bt^en carried 
out ; 

ill) what progress has l>een made in the execution of the Nowi- 
Sunthi scheme; and 

(ni) why the said scheme is not }>eiiig completed ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (tho Hon’IMo Maharaja Kahaunish Chandra Ray 

Bahadur of Nadia): 0) and (/i) The present jiosition is aH follows: — 

Arool Bhil . — Is in opt^ration ; one small channel remains to be 
excavated to connect the Arool and Bookbhara bhiU: the Dis- 
trict Board, Jessore, have agreed to pay for this channel. 

Kotci-Sunthu — Most of the Nowi and Irhapore khals have beer, 
excavated : no work has been done on Sunthi : while as regards 
the Nowi and Irhapore khals about Rs. 39,000 i» still requiml 
to complete a few minor bridges and to remove cross dams in 
the khals and t8 complete a few blocks of excavation; The 
District Board, 24-Parganas, have been asked wbetber they will 
pay forethese works. 
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Jahoona IJ . — liand for some of tbe channels been acquired 
and a small amount of work bas been done on the branch 
channels: one new cut has been completed at the head of the 
Jaboona. ^ 

Amtn . — The sluices at Uluberia and Mohisrekha were commenced 
and in the latter case the approach channel partially excavated 
and land for these works acquired. 

(in) The revised estimate for the Nowi-Sunthi scheme amounted 
to Rs. 11,17,678, Government orijfinally gave a grant of Rs. 2 lakhs 
towards this scheme and the work proceeded without proper sanction. 
The total expenditure incurred on the Nowi and Ichapore khals 
amounts to Rs. 8,72,664. The District Board of 24-Parganas refused 
to proceed with the scheme under the New Agricultural and Sanitary 
Improvement Act, and it wa.H pointed out by the law officers of Govern- 
ment that in view of the technical irregularities in the execution of 
the scheme the amount spent on the scheme could not be recovered 
from the persons benefited. Government accordingly decided to cut 
their losses, and further work on the scheme was stopped, tlj^^xcess 
expenditure over and above the Government grant of Us. 2 lakhs being 
met from provincial revenues. An attempt is now being made to 
complete the work on the Nowi and Ichapore khals at a cost of about 
Rs. 89,()()0. No work was done on the Sunthi part of the project. 


Covernmeiit plsadert at Alipore. 


1S8i Mf# Mt DAUDs (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names of the Government Pleaders and Assistant Govern- 
ment Pleaders in the district of the 24-Pargana8; 

(ii) the respective dates of their enrolment in that district as 
pleaders ; « 

(in) the names of other lawyers who assisted the Government 
Pleaders in conducting Government cases in the year 1924 • 
and 

(ir) the respective dates of their enrolment as pleaders in that 
districtP 

"■I 

(6) How many of the pleaders referred to in (a) are Muhammadans? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pletsed to lay on the table 
a statement showing the sums received by each 'of such Government 
Pleaders in the year 1924? 
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Up Sir ABD-UIMIAHIlii (a) (i) Eai Kailas Chandra 

Bom Bahadur, Government Pleader. There are no other Qoremment 
*or Assistant Government Pleaders in the 24-Pargana8. 

(u) 1884. 

(lit) Babu Nares Chandra Mitra. 

(ip) 1920. 

(6) None. 

(c) Rs. 4(K).14.9. 

EmployiiMfit of Muhaminadan lawyors as publio proaaoutora and 
Government pleaders at Alipore. 

140. Mr. M. DAUD • 1^) Will the Hon 'hie the Member in oharfre 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to state how many Muhaminu* 
dan vakils and pleaders practise in the I}i**trict Courts, both Civil and 
Criminal, of the 24-l*ar^anas at Alipore? 

(h^Will the Hoi^ble the MemW be pleased to lay on the table a 
statemeflt showinjr how many amongst the Muhammadan pleaders were 
engaged in 192'1 — 

(/) to conduct criminal cases on behalf of the Crown; 

(ii) civil cases on behalf of the Government; 

(III) their names; and 

(ir) the sums received by each of themy 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of adding 
more Muhammadan lawyers in the li.st of — 

(i) Assistant Public Prosecutors; and 

(ii) Assistant Government Pleaders? 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Ten. 

(I/) (i) One. 

(ii) None. 

(iii) Maulvi Gholam Ahmed. 

Up) Rs. 637-8. 

(c) There are no Assi.stant Public Prosecutors nor Assistant Govern- 
ment Pleaders at Alipore. There is a panel of selecled pleaders who 
are employed when necessary. Tlie number on this panel was unneces- 
sarily large and was recently reduced : the name of one Muhammadan 
was then included. Wlien vacancies occur or necessity arises the 
claims of Mubamnfadan pleaders to representation proportioiiat# tct 
their numbers will be sympathetically considered. 
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flaseliitiMM 

(on matton of gmoral publie intorest). 

Formation of a Committee to revim certain Bengal Acts. 

Babu TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: I b«g to move that tkis Council 
recommends to the Government that a Committte consisting of at least 
«ix non-official and three official members of this Council be appointed 
to revise the Bengal IjckuI Self-Government Act of 1885 (Bengal Act III 
of 1885) and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Act Y 
of 1919) and, if necessary*, to prepare a draft Bill for the amendment 
of the said Acts for the consideration of this Council. 

Sir, it is well known to at least some of us here who are connected 
with the workings of these two Acts that there are various defects in 
these two Acts. The Local Self-Government Act was passed so far 
back as in the year 1885 and since then circumstances of the self-govern- 
ing bodies so formed under this Act have undergoife very great jlj^nges. 
Besides various circulars have been issued by Government from time to 
time modifying the provisions of this Act to a very great extent, and 
this has made the A(‘t a very complicated one, and in fact it lias become 
very difficult to carry on the work under this very defec’tive and very 
complicated Act. The Bengal Village Self-Government Act. V of 1919 
is also not free from defects. 

From my personal knowledge and ex{>erience, I can assure the Hou«p 
that one of the main causes why the workings of most of the union 
boards as formed under this Act, have not yet been proved successful, 
in most places, is due to the many defects in this A(‘t. 

In fact, under the present circumstances under tins Act most of the 
union boards are nothing but merely tax-collecting Intdies and in most 
cases their entire income is practically exhausted in i>ayiug the salaries 
and e^iuipments of the dufadars and chowkidars, leaving'hardly anything 
for other works of any publi<i. utility within the union. Then again, 
although the union hoards meet the cost of the dafadars and chowkidars 
who are in fact really their servants, yet they have not full control over 
them. The union boards cannot dismiss or even reduce the salary of 
the chowkidars independently. 

I do not like to waste the time of the House by citing the various 
defet'b* in both these two Acta as it is well known to all ifho are 
at all connected with any self-governing l)ody under these Acts. 

I think it is high time that these Acts shoiAd be properly amended, 
so os to enable the self-governing bodies to carry on thidr irorks more 
•mcwthly and more satisfactorily. 
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f %ould have myself undertaken to introduce the amendment Bills 
to th^ two Acts, but as it required a thorough investigation and a ver>* 
careful and cautious consideration to amend these two Acts, I think a 
suitable committee will serve the purjwse better. I hope this resolu- 
tion will be acceptable to the House and to GoA’ernment, 


SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, that 
to the motion of Babu Taraknath Mukerjea the following l>e added at 
the end, namely : — 

** and that the said Committee do take into c<»n,sidcration, in this 
connection, the provisions of the Bengal Village »Self-Goverumeiit 
(Amendment') Bill, as intrtxhic'ed by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq 

on the 25th January, 192-1.” 

He addressed the Council in Bengali. The English translation of 
whicli is ns follows: — 

There is urgent need for the Village I.ocul Srlf-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill. I introduced the subject in Council on the 25th January, 
1923, ^iid thereafter many opinions and suggestions with regard to the 
same reached us from various i>ait^ tif Bengal. Nearly all public 
bodies recognised the necessity for the a<*cej>tunce of the C(Uitents of 
the Bill. But every time the motion for referring the Bill to the Selei t 
C( inmittee was defeated by a narrow majority. After that I framed 
another Bill on the same subject incorjjoruting therein the more impor- 
tant matters and submitted it for introdindion in ('ouncil and the motion 
for the introduction of the same was included in the agenda of business 
in the la.st session td Council, but the Bill could not be moved ns the 
Council was prorogued (ui a<<'ouut of .sm*b disturbing factors as the 
iniuister>’ salaries, etc. In this session also I gave timely notice of 
a motion for its introduction but the letter which was [wmted on the 
8th and wa.s due on the 10th, was delivered on the 13th July an<l the 
motion was consecjuently rejected. 

So, in this circumstance, the present resolution has been moved. A* 
our objec't is anyhow to serve the country,! move the motion No. 15 A, 
standing in my name. If this resolution i.H accepted, none mull deny, 

I think, that it is necessary that my Bill on the same subject end th' 
other important pajrers in connection with it should also be examined 
and in that case I see no objection to the acceptanoe of my amendment. 
If the Swarajist members raise objection in spite of it, their opinion 
cannot certainly be regarded as free from partiality and for that reason 
I shall be compelled to vote against the original resolution although 
it is likely to be supjmrted bv the majoritv. 

JMm SARAT CIMNORA BASIIs Mr. President, I fully support 
the resnlutibnwwhich has been moved my friend Eabu Taraknath 

0 $' • 
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Httkerjea. 1 need not go into any details, but need only mention to you 
that quite apart from the changes that are absolutely necessary there 
are certain things in the Bengal Local Self-Government Act that have 
kept the matter in a state of uncertainty. I can quote jone or two 
examples. As the boards are cdhstituted at present we know that on 
account of the practice that is in vogue, the board changes every three 
years after which a re-election takes place, but the matter of the change 
in these boards has been kept in such a state of uncertainty, that if the 
Government likes or, more properly speaking, if the local officers like, 
then they can get the board continue until the end of time. I 
can give you a concrete instance. Look at the District Board 
of Burdwan. The present members of the board have taken a permanent 
settlement of it. Six years have gone by and the board is still con- 
tinuing. I need not tell you what reasons appeal to the public of Burd- 
wan for the continuance of this board, but that is another matter. 
But the law as it stands is this. There is no hard and fast rule at present 
to change the board every three years. It depends upon the order of 
the lo(‘al officers as to whether the board should be changed or not. Now 
one of the most curious things that has taken place in Burdwan is that 
although on account of the entreaties of the people and several eap^lica- 
tions that have been made, a re-election w'as ordered to be held after a 
period of six years, the full complement of members was elected, and 
objections against the re-elections were hardly heard, suddenly one fine 
morning we heard that Government had ordered the whole re-election to 
be set aside. Government stated that there had been a mistake; not 
only was a full complement of members elected, but more than that. 
Two extra members have been elected and the reason is that a notifi' a- 
tion w’as issued in the Calcutta Gazette over the signature of the ('om- 
missioner of the Division calling for the election ; after that elections 
and re-elections took place. Now some member of the Bengal Govern- 
ment has discovered that there is a flaw in that, and the learned Com- 
niissionei’ — they have elected two extra members — has no authority to 
issue the notification in the Calcutta Gazette^ because a motive has to 
be assigned. Of course motives are easy to assign, but here the motive 
that is generolly assigned to fhe public is that the members elected aie 
most of them Swarajists. 

CHIEF tECRETAfflY ta tN GOVERNMENT (Mr. L. RirNy): 1 

rise to a point of order. May I suggest that this ha.s nothing to do with 
the matter under discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I think it has got something to do with the 
matter : he is qiiite in order. 

V 

Biba BARAT OHANORA BABUl That i. w'h.t the {Nwpl. think. 
It may be correct or not but this is one qf the circumstaaoM on account 
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of iirllic}i the public think that this is the only reason that can poeaibly 
in4til&e Government to set aside the election wholesale, and the reason 
is certainly to be wondered at. When a notification is issued by one 
Government^ authority, another Government authority thinks that the 
gentleman over whose signature the Atification was issued was wrong. 
What I want to impress upon you, Sir, is this. The Act as it stands is 
very handy in the hands of the Government officers to deal with as they 
like ; they state one thing to-day, and to-morrow tell the public they are 
wrong. You can ver>’ well understand that one full year has elapsed 
over these elections and re-elertions, and I know from personal know- 
ledge, that these elections not only cost a great deal of lal>our and time 
but they cost a great deal of expense to the gentlemen {‘oucerned. It 
may be asked who is going to War the cost. If the Government officers 
make a mistake they should surely W responsible for the cost. There- 
fore what I mean to submit to you is (hat the law ought to W put in 
such a state that it would not he possible for the Government officers to 
do anything and everything they like to suit their convenience and fancy, 
and the exigencies of the occasion which they consider necessary in 
order to have control over the Hoard. It is for that reason T submit that 
the .^t^ught to W ftanged in such a way that there may not remain 
any loophole for executive officers of the province doing anything they 
like in the matter of these elections or the continuance of the existing 
boards. I need not refer to the various other things which are at present 
in force under these Acts. They are for the committee which has Wen 
profK)sed in the resolution to decide. I therefore submit that this matter 
ought to W taken in hand and supported by everyone of us in this 
Council whether official or non-official. 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURl: I rise to support the 
resolution moved by my friend Ilahu Taraknath Mukerjea. There can 
W no doubt that these two Acts require revision urgently. So far as the 
Jvocal Self-Government Act is concerned, it is an Act which is 40 yenw 
old — old enough to require thorough revision. So far as the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act is concerned no doubt it is a young Af t 
hut it is a ricketty child which does not j^atisfy the demand of growth. 

For these reasons both these Acts require revision. What I cannot 
understand i.s this ; that whenever any such Act requires revision Gov- 
ernment bring forward in this Council an amending Act, but up till now 
Government have done absolutely nothing in that direction except to 
oppose non-official endeavours to revise these Acts. So far as the Local 
Self-Government Act is concerned as early as NovemWr 1922 my friend 
Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur tabled a resolution to the effect 
that those provisions of the Iw>cal Self-Government Act which require 
early and immediate revision should W amended and embodied in a 
Bill, and sneb an anfending Bill should be immediately enacted. That 
resolution waasmoved in the a|»sence of Rai Abinash Chandra Banerjee 
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Bsbadur by Khun Babsdar Emaduddin Ahmed, aii5 the tbeB Mipister in 
charffe of the Local SelLOovemment Department, tie late Sir Sureuiira 
Nath Banerjea, accepted that resolution. The resolution ran thus — 

This Counc il recommends to the Government that early steps be^ taken to pass 
a short Act amending; the Local SelKOovernment Act in respect of those of its 
proyisions, the amendments of which experience has shown to the Government 
to be urgent and necessary. 

In reply to that resolution Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea said — 

I say at once that I, on behalf of Government, accept the resolution of Rai 
Abinash Chandra Banerjee Bahadur which has been moved by my friend the 
Chairman of the Rajhhahi District Board. I have felt, and I have often expressed 
the view', that a short amending Act should he pas.sed in order to rest in the 
district boards powers in regard ta those urgent matters which experience has 
shown to be necessary. My friend has referred to some of those matters and I need 
not dwell upon them. We are, therefore, prepared to circularise the district 
bourds at once and obtain their views with regard to tho.se sections which 
they consider should he ariiended by a short Act. Having got their views Govern- 
ment propose to convene a conference of the Chairmen and representatives of 
district boards and of such mornberB of this Council as feel interested in the.se ques- 
tions 1 quite admit that the Act is old, obsolete and antiquated, and you 

may heap other terms of disparagement a.s you like, Gw*’ernnient recOj^ifps that 

and is anxious to do what lies in it.s power Theretoro in order to afford 

early relief to the various di*tri< t hoards, Government propose to introduc-e a 
short Act after having obtained the views of the various district boards and 
after having convened a conference for the purpose of discussing them. 

Not only that. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea not only felt the urgent 
neces.sity of introducing a sliort amending Art, incorporating thoNe amend- 
ments which would he deemed immediately neces.sary by the various 
local bodies and the Government, but he also went a step further. In 
July 192d he assured this Council that not only an amending Act would 
be brouglit forward, but the Government w(»uld draft a comprehensive 
Bill to amend and consolidate the Loi al Self-Government Act. That ucs 
in replying to the motions for the second reading of the two non-official 
Bills to amend the Bengal Village Self-Oovernmnt Act, one of which 
iny friend Ideut, Bejoy Prosnd Singh Roy was the author and the oMier 
which my friend Shah Syed Emdadul Haq endeavoured to refer to a 
Select Committee. Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea then said — 

We shall i^oon hare the Lwal Self-Government Bill — a large comprehensive 
measure — which 1 hope we shall be in a position to draft next year — not the 
amending Bill which is of small consequence and wdiich will come up very soon. 

Here he promised to draft a comprehensive and a consolidating Act 
to be brought forward next year, but probably “ next year ” like to- 
morrow nevoir comes. 

Mr* FREilDENTi That is your fault, you did not allow the Minis- 
tera to remain. 
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Jiri HARCIIDRXnATH OHAUDHURIs But the present exeoativ# 
Gofnrament may introduce this, it is not for the Ministers alone to do so. 
Those in chargre of the administration of the erstwhile transferred depart- 
ments, I think, can introduce these amending^ Bills. They cannot 
shirk their responsibility in this luatten^ and when uouofficial endeavours 
were made to amend these Bills, Sir Surendra Nath Bunerjea challenged 
such attempts and said that Goveniment, i.e., the pre-Reformed Govern- 
ment, always originated these Bills, and had always initiated such 
measures. This, Sir, as regards the IkkuI Self-Government Ainendin^^ 
Act. 

As regards the Village Self-Government Act, attempt after attempt 
has been made on this side of the H<mse to introduce amending Bills^ 
but all such attempts have been thwarted by the Government, even by 
the Reformed Government. As I have already said, two members in 
the last Council. Lieut. Hi joy Prosad Singh Roy and Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haci, attempted to introduced two Bills to amend the Bengal Vilhige 
Self-Government Act. Those Bills were allowed to lie introducwi, but 
when the movers attempted to refer them to Select Committee, at that 
stage Government opposed them, with the assurance that although the 
Villa|te^elf-GovernnT?nt Act is a young A<’t, yet some of the provisions 
will come under consideration when the IiO<’al Self-Government Amend- 
ing Bill is considered, becauM*, as Sir Surendra Nath Banerjeu said in 
connection with that Bill, 

The position and Rtatus of the union boards will be serioualy affected. Wilf 
you have the local hoards or uot ^ If yon don’t have the local board*, tho status 
of the union boards will have to he rec^onsidered next rear; and the matter will 
have to be gone over again. 

So it was considered that the Village Self-Government Act would also 
come under review. 

Hne word more about the resolution. I do not know what reply the* 
present HonTde Member in charge of this Department is going to make 
in answer to this motion, but wo know his mind from his reply to the 
motion of Mr. Sayedul Hexjue to refer his Bill to Select Committee the 
other day. He said a new amending and lon^olidating Act was xevy 
necessary and an experienced offi<er who would be on special duty next 
cold weather in connection with the I.,ocal Self-Government Act would 
be asked to examine the papers and advise Government as to the iinea 
on which the Bill should be drafted. Now , Sir, all that I can say is that 
we cannot be satisfied with such a statement. We do not want that an 
amending Bill should be drafted simply on the lines suggested by the 
Government, or on the lines considered necessary* by an experienced 
officer. After all the loc al bodies will be affected and so non-<}fficial co- 
operation should also besought in connection with the drafting of theae 
amending Bills. I ^hink Government would be well-advised to accept 
the resolutjon^of my friend Babu Taraknath Mukerjea, which proposea 
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that a committee of official and non-official members should be appointed 
to go into the whole question and draft, if necessary, comprehensive 
amending Bills. 

Babu DEBI PROSAD KHA^IlTANS There is one point about this 
resolution which several members on this side of the House fail to 
understand, and we further fail to understand what sort of convention 
about these matters our friends on the other aide wish to establish about 
the procedure to be followed in this House with regard to these 
measures. This resolution demands that the Government should appoint 
a committee consisting of 6 non-official and 3 official members to go into 
the question of revising the Bengal Tiocal Self-Government Act of 1885 
and the Bengal Village Self-Government Act of 1919. Only 2 or 3 days 
ago leave was asked for by another member of this House belonging to 
the same party as the mover of this resolution to introduce two Bills 
amending these two very Acts. When that leave was asked for, Gov- 
ernment said that they were investigating into the matter. In spite 
of that undertaking given by the Government, leave was granted by the 
House to introduce these two amending Bills. I was one of the sup- 
porters of that motion for leave being given t& introduce t^ca'? two 
llills. Now those two amending Bills have been introduced into this 
Council and are under the consideration of this House, and I believe 
that at the next session of the House a motion -will be moved that the 
two Bills be referred to the Select Committee. We fail to understand, 
Sir, why the Select Committee to be appointed to consider these two 
amending Bills will not be able to go into the question which the com- 
mittee sought to be appointtMl in pursuance of this resolution will be 
asked to go into. If there is an amending Bill of the nature that have 
been introduced and if again a committee is appointed to go into those 
very (|Ucstions, the two methods seem to be rather irrecontdlable from 
our point of view. I hope the hon’ble memlier who has moved this reso- 
lution will make the matter clear in order that we may be able to follow 
the procedure that he intends to follow and in order to reconcile the 
introduction of those two Bills with the moving of this resolution. 

BiIni BldOY KRISHMA BOSE 8 In reply to what has been said 
by my friend Babu Debi Prosad Khaitan I have got one word to say. 
From the reply given by the Hon'ble Maharaja Eshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur of Nadia, when my friend Maulvi Sayedul Hoque wanted to 
move his Bill, it appears that at the time when the reference to the 
Select Committee comes up for consideration before this Council, Gov- 
ernment will oppose the reference. We gather from the Hon'ble 
Member's repl|f that Qovemment will appoint a special cyfficer to go 
into these papers in order to introduce a BilB of the nature which cir- 
eumstancee may demand. As a member of the District Board of the 
24*Parganaa, I know that the Local Self-Government Act of 1H85 is 
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ua«fi|»rkable in many instarfces. I will only frive two instnnoai. liook 
at tlie^ motor buses which are running over sevei*al roads of the 24 * 
^ district. ^ e cannot stop them and the roads aw being badly 

damaged b^ing broken up by the soiid tyres of these motor buses. 
Several coiujmnies are running these buses, each having a large number 
ot buses, and the district lauird has no authority whatsoever to stop the 
running of these buses or to contnd the use of the same. T^ndtmbtedly 
1 fur one am in favour of these motor buses. btHMiuse they bring conve- 
nience and <*om forts to the people in the interior, but at the same time 
the district and local lamid roads have to be maintained and bM>ked after 
and they have not got the money necessary for the maintenance and 
upjveep of these* roads. 'J hen lake the case of clearing the jungles and 
the watei -hv acinth whi<'h has intruded into the interior. There is no 
provision in the Bengal liocal Self-(joveriinient Act hv which we can 
eompe*! the owners of tanks and tlofnJM to clear them of water-hyacinth 
and clear the jungles. We cannot do anything although w'e can issue 
notices, but there is no provision in the law by which we can comjvel 
the owners to clear the taukj* of these particular kinds of jHffsts. There- 
fore is time that Uys Act, which is 41) years old, ought to lie revised 
now . f am not sure if the Bill introduced by my friend Maulvi Sayed- 
ul Ho(jue will be referred to a Sele< t Committee, but in the meantime 
if this resolution is accepted and a committee of (> non-official members 
who are connected with the distric t iKiards of Bengal and Mr. (foode 
and another oHiciul who might Ik* a specialist whom the (iovernment 
may want to appoint and presided over by the Maharaja be formed and 
go through all the papers and rc|>orts on the subject, I urn tjuite sure 
that they will be able to introduce a b*tter draft Bill than a Bill which 
might Ih* introduced at the instance of one gentleman who may be 
apfuiinted by (ioverrinient to look into these papers. I do not think 
there is anything in the resolution whic h could sc are aw'uy any menrlwr 
of this House. Certainly u committee of 9 gentlemen, to go through 
all the papers which the (Government have, would be able to prepare 
a better draft Bill than a single gentleman. There can be no doubt 
and on the admission of Sir Sureiidra Nath Banerjea and other officers 
of Government that these Bills, at any tale one of them, namely, the 
Bengal liocal Self-Government Act of 1886, reejuires amendment. If 
that is so, what is the harm in appointing a committee of 9 gentlemen? 

Maulvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYl Sir, I wholeheartedly 
give my support to the resolution moved by my friend, Mr. Mukerjea 
In this connection I would like to refer to the recent happenings in 
the district board election of Noakhali which are, I unckratand, now 
under the consideratioiuof the Hon*ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia. 
Sir, the officials with the aid of the Government Pleader, who is a 
ereatm of the District Magistrate, set at naught the election of the 
District l^para of Noakhali and I will tell you whet On uuiuaecimble 

Ml 
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view the District Magistrate of Noakhali' has taken of the matter. 
Three local board meetings were convened for the purpose of electing 
members to the .district board. According to law the quorum should 
consist of ten members, but therOovernment members conspired with 
the Chairman of the district board, so that there might not be a 
quorum and thj meeting might fail and the power of nomination of 
members to the district board might go to the hands of the Govern- 
ment, so that Government might elect any member they liked and the 
board might become a Government board and not a popular and public 
board. 

Mfi 8« GOODE* I rise on a point of order. Has the hon’ble 
member any foundation to make such allegations against Government 
officials? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you any foundation for such allegations? 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Yes, Sir, one of the 

Circle Officers by the name of Fauzul Azim, atk*nded the mejstii'g of 
the local board election, when ten iiiemhers were present, but suddenly 
left the meeting without the knowledge of the Chairman and after 
sunieliine (nine hack to the hall. Sir, on this very technical ground 
that there were b members and not 10 members ])resent the Magistrate 
issued a flat that the district hoard ele(*tion was illegal and immediately 
nominated members whom he liked— members wlu) wimld support the 
Govtuiiment in any and every measure — and sent the noiuiiiution of 
those members only to the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division. 
The Commissioner of the Chittagong Division has recommended to 
Government (hut the nominations of the District Magistrate of Noakhali 
should l)e accepted. 1 do not know what has happened after- 
wards, but I believe, it is now under the consideration of Government. 
The other day I fifave notice of an amendment to the Local Self-Gov- 
ernment Bill to the effect that jths of the members should be elected 
and not 2/3rd8. This would have a very salutary effect, as all these 
members would be coming to the board with the idea of serving the 
board; whereas in the other case Government could take away any 
number of their nominated members and make the meeting fail owing 
to want of a quorum. At the same time, Sir, the quorum is very high; 
out of n total number of 18 the quorum ought not to be 10 os in the 
cose of the Noakhali Sadar Wai Board. Sir, theae ore some of the 
tit«bitfi which afe in the Act and go to the very root of popular control. 
Government ia^herefore anxious that we must take advantage of the 
Acta which are in force, so that we may make^^urselves fit for govern* 
intr onmlvee. % 

Mn k. C. ■ANIRJEffI Are we not* fit for it now? 
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Mnilvi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYl They »ay we are not. 

but 1 say wa are quite fit. I think the Bureaucratie Government 
should have no power or control over thes^ hoards and let the people 
do whatever* they like. There mi|rht he some sort of control exercised 
by (^veruinent not in the way of tdection or nomination, but in the 
framing of such rules as would ensure the funds of t|ie board being 
applied to the proper channels. From 18^5 to I9*s?5 there has beeir a 
groat uphoavul in the norld but the Act of 1885 is going as strong as 
ever. I believe Mr. Basil said that the Distriet Board of Biuilwau is 
going on as strong as ever for the la.st G years 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into that, we have already 
heard that. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: The Xvi is a very 
old decrepit Act and should be turned down ns f.ord Tennyson said 
“The old order changetli yielding pbuc to new”. T hope the 
Maharaja would see his Avay to accept this restdutiojj. 

Mauivi KAOER BAK8H: My friend Balm Be.joy Kiishiia Bose has 
said that tlie distiict boaiils lia\(‘ not been given power to levy iin\ tux 
on vehicles toi using their load.s. Now, Sir, there is another danger 
which is caused by the iailwa\ authoritie.s by eojisfrueting new roads 
indiserimiuately and opening', of bridges in ^mdi ii way us not to allow 
sufheient .space fur the jmshage of water. Thih has a most painful 
effeet on the people living in the area. These narrow openings of 
culverts always check the passage t,f water and I'uuse the area on 
one side of the bridge to be inundated while they affect the other side 
by causing scarcity of watcT and also alTec't.s sanitary condition. I 
may mention one instance of which I have experience. In Dinajpur 
district the Kumhana river flows just near the town. The railway 
authorities gagged 3 or 4 openings of the railway bridge some years ago 
and the result is that there have lieen three inundations year after 
3’ear and thnmghout the whole area covering about 16 miles there 
was a partial failure of crop causing great sufferings to the people. 
I would therefore ask that the distric-t board should be given such power 
that they can compel (he railway authorities to consult them when the 
latter constructs a new road or a bridge. 

The Mtfwraja KSHAUNliH CHANDRA RAY BiMur, 

•r Nadia! Sir, in the first place, I would ask your permission to 
wander a little away from the resolution, because my friend Mr. 8. C. 
Basu has pointed out cegtain technicalities which have lately arisen 
in connection with tife Burdwan District Board. Although that dofi 
not affect the {gesent resolution, I think some explanation is neoesaaiy 
imm me. made inquiries fbto the matter and I found that ttro 
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extra members bad actually got in. This was undoubtedly very un- 
aatififactory. In the second place, he has imputed certain motives to 
the Government — he has said that some members of Government had 
aome hand in the matter. I do<iaot know what he means by ** members 
of Government ”, because I understand ” members of Government ” 
ordinarily to mean ” the Members of the Executive Council ”. I do 
not know whether he means that a Member of the Executive Council 
had any hand in the matter. I do not think he means that ; but what 
he means, I presume, is that the local officers had something to do with 
it. However, we are making inquiries into the matter. I have asked 
for an explanation from the District Officer as well as from the Com- 
missioner; and as soon as 1 get their explanations 1 shall take neces- 
sary steps in the matter. He is far from correct when he says that 
aimply to avoid Swarajists coming on to the board Government had 
done that. I strongly challenge and repudiate that view and I may 
«tate that this election has been set aside only on the opinion of the 
legal advisors of the Government. 

Then, my friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri, has raised the 
question of union boards. In referring to tlR? Village Se[f-(?overu- 
ment Act, he says that Government has always thwarted any attempt 
1o amend that Act. T want to draw his attention to one case — at any 
Tate, vi:., Shah ^ycd Emdadul Hacfs Rill. In that case the House 
'summarily rejected the Shah Sahib’s motion for introduction even 
without the views of Government being placed before the House. He 
has also referred to the promise which was put forward by the late 
Sir Surendra Nath Rnnerjea in connection with the amendment of the 
Local Self-Government Act. Rut as promised by Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea, Government did circularize all the district boards on the 
subject of a short Rill amending the liocal Self-Government Act. The 
Rill was considered at the annual District Board Conference and 
uctually introduced into the TiCgislative Council. If this Bill got no 
farther, the reason is that the atmosphere of this Chamber was not 
very congenial to legislation in regard to TransfernMl Subjects. 

My friend Muulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury has made a reference 
lo the Noakhali District Rpard election and attributes that some of the 
irregularities that occurred there are due to defects in the Act. He 
BUggests that Government, through its local officers, caused some irregu- 
larities to be committed for the purpose of appointing its own nominees. 
It is certainly a travesty of facts. I can state that Government had no 
knowledge of irregularities and that Government are reluctant to set aside 
uny election. ^ In this case Government decided to set aside the election 
only on the very clear and definite opinion ^f its legal advisors. 

Now, I come to the resolution moved by my friend Baba Taraknath 
Mukerjea. This resolution is not a new one. Notkyi of resolutions 
in almost similar terms was given at** different times by Shah Syed 
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Haq, Eai Hari^ndranath ChatidKtiri, Mr, 8. C. Mwkwji 
and iBabu Biabmadev Baa. The question was debated in tbe 
. Cotmeil in November 1922 on Babu Bishmadev Baa and Shah Hyed 
Enidadul* Heq's resolutions. The late Sir »Surendra Nath Banerjea in 
replying: for Goveniment ajrroed that •the amendment of the 
Self-Government Act was desirable. He pointed out. however, that 
the (jupstion of the Villajre Self-Government Act was on a somewhat 
different footing* and that there was evidently a division of opiniotv 
in the I>e|rislative Council as to the immediate urgency of its amend- 
ment. He promised to consult the district Isiards so as to obtain 
their views regarding the amendment which might be necessary in 
the lifK-al Self-Government Act. The resolution was ultimately with* 
drawn. 

Subsequently the amendment of the l/>cal Splf-Governineiit Act 
was discussed at the District Board Conference held in March, 1923, 
M’heu rougli jiroposaN for legislation whi<‘h had been pre]>ared by 
Government were considered. As a result, a short amending Bill was* 
drafted and introduced into the Legislative ('ouneil in I92«*l. No* 
inrth|jr steps were, taken with the Bill when the liegislaiive 

(’ouncil Vas re-constituted. 

For the reasons I have already stated tlie Bill prepared by Govern- 
ment imduded certain amendments which were regarded as urgent, 
su< h as, power to tax motor vehicles. This point has lM*en raised by 
.some of the previous speakers to-day. Power was also taken to im[>oKe 
a tax on wc/rw tind fairs and to regulate private markets. It was pro- 
posed that the district lK)ards sliould l»e authorixed to grant loans to 
union boards, to establislj scholarships for the furtherance of primary 
education and to invest their surplus funds in the Im|x»rial Bank or 
<ithpr banks approved by the IxM*al Government. It waa provided, 
moreover, that tolls might be levied in the case of a bridge which had 
cost only Bs. 5,000, whereas under the present Act tjic minimum limit 
is a cost of Rh. 10,000. 

It will appear that tlie Bill was fragmentary in re<rtifying or 
making good merely a few defects or (ftnissions in the priNneut law. 
Government were busy with the Calcutta Municipal Bill and weiw 
not in a position to undertake a large measure amending and consoli- 
dating the law of local self-government. I agree, however, that tho 
repeal of the present Lcnal Self-Government Act and its replacement 
by a statute more in accwdaiice with the modern re(]uirements of local 
bodies is very neces.sary. The Bill w'hich Government introduce in 
1923 made no attempt to overhaul the machinery of local self-govern- 
ment, although it is a gommon view that the present gradation of 
aathoritieih— union faaards, local boards and district boards— reqnirti 
to be re-exam|ped. The Bistrict Board Conference of 1923 waa^ on 
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the whole, of opinion that local boards should be abolished as being, 
so to speak, an unnecessary fifth- wheel to the local self-government 
coach. .On the other hand, the members of many local boards object 
in no uncertain voice to their own alwlition. 

Again, the Bill of 1928 inadl no attempt to examine or define the 
relations which should exist between Government and the local 
bodies, e.g,, whether the elective system should be extended and what 
measure of control by the central authority should still be retained. 

Again, public health has become a subject of much greater impor- 
tance tlian it was in 1885, and it is very desirable to incorporate in an 
amending Bill more elaborate j)rovisions for securing the sanitation 
of a district. Except for the projmsal to license ])rivate markets and 
to take some statutory poweis to secure the safety, convenience and 
health of persons frequenting fairs, etc., the Bill of 1928 did 

not touch on this important topic. 

Government have long re(‘Ognized that it is desirable to undertake 
the amendment of the T>ocul Self-Government Act as a whole or in 
other words to replace it by u more modern statute. It has now been 
dwdded that a senior Collector, whj» has had giigjit experience in local 
self-government, should impiire into the whole matter in thd^ coming 
cold weather and report to Government on what lines, in his ojiinion, 
the amendment of the Act shonbl proc'eed. Gn receiving his report, 
Government propose to liave a consolidating Bill drafted with the 
ohje<‘t of repealing the present Ijocal Self-(foverument Act and rejdacing 
it by something better. 

In these circumstances, I do not think that any useful purpose would 
be served by the appointment of a committee to udvi.se Government on 
the subject at present. I may state that legislation for the purpose 
of regulatiug important basic matters in the sphere of local self- 
government such as, for example, determining the constitution of 
the l(K'al bodies, should obviously he initiated by Government, and 
any such Bill as laid Wfore the liCgislative Council should represent 
the considered policy of (iovernment rather than the views of a com- 
mittee. When the Bill has been drafted, it will come before the 
District Board Conference ami after its introduction into Council the 
Legislative Council will subsetiuently have an op|»ortunity in Select 
Committee to criticise the Bill. But, in the circumstances I have 
atated, and in view of the materials we possess, I do not think any use- 
ful result will be gained by the apiwintment of a eoiumittee such as 
the mover suggests at this stage. 

As regards the Village Self-Government Act, the ease of the mover 
is, I am afraid, much weaker. This Act hiy only been in force for 
M years and ha.s been in actual operation for a^mueh shorter time. 

It has not yet been extended to the whole of Bengal, and the union 
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boitfife wliieb have tteen created viih thia Aet aa their eherler, are «tiU 
iu.^s^e experimental ^itajre. Various proposals have come before this 
Houne in the course of the last two or three years for the amendment 
of this Act and at the present session a private Hill, which aims at 
some relaxation of ofH(‘ial contitd, Igis Wen introduced, (lovcrnnicnt 
are proceeding? in a cautious and tentative nfanner to increase the 
number of union boards having hitherto been hampered in this d!re<‘- 
tion by the lack of Circle OfHcers. It is. in my opinion, premature 
to undertake the revision of the Bill as a whole. There may W miiu«r 
defec'ta, and several memhers of this House (ui prexious <K'casions liave 

wished to curtail the ofii< ial ((Uitrol which the Act provides. Bui 

Government were of opinion that no giKMl ca^c hud yet Wen made out 

for revising the groundwork <d the Act, and 1 do not think that any 

useful object w<»uld W gained hy the upiM>intment of a committee to 
advise Government on the amen<lnicnt of an Act which was so riH*ently 
passed. 

In these circumstances, I hope, the mover xvlll withdraw this 
resolution. 


t^am TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Sir, in reply to my friend 
Mr. Khuitan I have to say in the first plac'e that we have got no assur- 
ance from the Hon ’hie MemWr in charge of the Department that 
Mr. Sayedul no(iUe’s Bill will not W opjmsed hy him at the scK^ond 
reading. Kai Harendranath (’haudhuri’s Bill to amend the Village 
Self-Government (Aiuendineiit) Bill, I understand, is a aljort Bill to 
amend only one or two provi.-^ions of the Act, in veiw of the recent 
umendmeiits of certain sectirms of the Chaukidori Act. I uni afraid 
Mr. Khaitun has neither carefully heard the Hon’hle Maharaja’s 
speech in reply to Mr. Sayedul Hm]ue nor I think he has auv kuotvledge 
of the Bill of Kai Harendranath Chaudhuri. 

My esteemed friend Bahu Sarat (’handra Basu may W correct or 
incorrect in drawing his inferences, hut the MuhAraja has not been 
able at all to meet bis points nor those of Kai Harendranath Chaudburi. 
As regards the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, I think that one 
of the main reasons why its introduction in rnmie of the districts have 
Wen obje('ted to is Wcause of the many defects in this A< t, Now that 
the atmosphere in this Council has improved from the Government point 
of view 1 hope the Government will not farther sleep over the matter. 

The amendment of Shah Syed Emdadul Hug to the resol utioii of 
Babu Taraknath Mnkerjea was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Taraknath Maker jea was then put. 

Mr. PREEIDEIiTt f think the Ayes have it. 

Kai Hajrei^^lratuith Chaudhuri claimed a diviaion. 
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Rai HARfNDRANATN CHAUDHIIRII Sir, may 1 d^a penonal 

explanation* 1 railed for a divitdon under a misappreiieiiiion and 
therefore if you do not permit me to withdraw that motion asking for a 
division then I ask for leave to vote in the Aye lobby. 

I 

Mr# PRESIDENT” in the ordinary circumstances that would have 
been improper as I declared that I thought the Ayes have it, but as you 
admit your mistake I allow you to do so. 

A division was accordingly taken with the following result * 


AYE8~57. 


Ahamad, Mauivi AtiniMddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Najmuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabuddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Zannoor. 

Ali, Mauivi tayyad lultan. 

Bagahi, Babu Romaa Chandra. 

Bahih, Mauivi Kadar. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu tatya Kitbora. 
Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Baau, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Baaa, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 

Chahravarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra 
Chahravarti, Mr. Byamkat. 
Cbakravarty, Babu tudarMn. 
Obaltarjao, Babu Umai Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Baiyad Abdur Rob 
Ohaudburi, Rai Harandranath. 
Cbaudhury, Mauivi Md. Nu*ui Hun. 
Ohowdbury, Mauivi Failal Karim. 
Obundtf, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Oaa, Or. Mabini Mohan. 

Oaa Quota, Or. 4. M. 

Datu, Babu Ahbll Chandra. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Ooy, Babu Boroda Froaad. 

Qafur, Mauivi Abdul. 

Qantuly, Babu KbaBondra Nath. 
Naldar, Mr. B. N. 


Hoquo, Mauivi Bayadul. 

Hotaain, Mauivi Wahad. 

Joardar, Mauivi Aftab Hoaaain. 

Khan, Babu Oabandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Abdur Raaahid. 

Khan, Mauivi Amanat. 

Khan, Mauivi Mahi Uddin. 

Lai Mahammad, Haji. 

Mahammad, Mauivi Ba«ar. 

Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Matih, Mr. Byad M. 

Mukarjaa, Babu«J'araknath. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. ' ^ 

Naofi, Babu Manmobon. 

Fahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Oab. 

Ray, Babu Abaniah Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bonkar. 

Barkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
Bubrawardy, Dr. A. 

Buhrawardy, Mr. H. B. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 


NOE8~-47. 


Addama-Wifliama, Mr. C. 

Addy, Babu Amuiya Ohona. 

Alay, Kban Bahadur B, Mabboob. 

Barma, Rai Bahlb Fantbanan. 

Barton, Mr. N. 

•aou, Babu datindra Nath. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

Browno, Mr. F. N. 

Oamiibill, Mr. K. 

OhauiliNH, Navrab Bahadar Baiyid Nawab 
AH, Kban Bahadur. 

ObhOfi, Mr. 0. d. 

Oaa, Babu ORaru Qhandra. 

Oo, Mr. K. 0. 

Oty, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oaaiy Hal Bahadur RyaH Lai 
OuM. Mr. a •. 

•ulorbMh tha MauOlo Mr. T. 

P u rtRU t , Khau Madur K. a M. 


Fomator, Mr. J. Camabtll. 

Ohuanavi Hadji Mr. a a Abu Ahmad 
Khan. 

Qooda, Mr. B. W. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Han, Kban Bahadur Kaii Zahirul. 

Han, BMh Byad BmdaduL 
Hoakyna, Mr. W. a 

Hoaaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Muaharrut. 
jamaa, Mr. F. B. 
dannaway, Mr. d. M. 

Khaitaa, Baba Oabi Fraaad. 

LIddill, Mr. N. e. 

Lindiay, Mr. d. N. 

Mittar, Bir Frovaah Ob uad ar. 

Morona, Or. \l. W. B. 

Qatoa, flhr. B. F. I 
Farrott. Mr. F. 

'^aMm, tbo mr AtdmK 

« 
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W t g t i Kra HttVyaii. 

llaiy^ lltHtii'Mt MaiMr«|a saiMtMr KaK««- 
uMI diMMirft, •! NMia. 
lyiy OlMMMuri, Mr. K. e. 
nty, Mr. {. M. 

Mr. Ttri^ tliiiHiii. 


IMy, RMS MMiMM 

tataw, KkMi taUMliir Mavlti AMm, 
Urk»r, Maiilvi AltaA ankhtli, 

m Naii'Ma Mr MimA. 
WilMfi, Lt-AM. R. P. 

WmAAmM, Mr. 4, A. 


The Ayes being 57 and the Noes 47 the motion was carried . 


^ ixemptiofi of thoatros and oinamas from amuiomontt tax. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: I beg to move that this (’ouncil recommends to 
the Government that action l>e taken under Kub-section (!2) c»f section 8 
of the l^engal Amusements Tax Act, 192t?, to exempt theatres arid 
cinemas from liability to the entertainments tax. 

Mmtrivi NAJMUODIN AHMED: Tn supporting this resolution T 
re(iuest the House to consider for a moment vvliether it is a matter of 
inij)erative necessity or not. 

Theie is no denying the tact that the introduction of the Kniertain- 
ment^Tax in HengaUiias <aused a heavy loss to the proprietors ol 
theatres and cinemas. I believe every member (»f this House is aware 
that the Empire Theatre and the Picture House were dounsniog 
concerns, A’ou will l>e astonished to hear that the Picture House had 
l>een closed on u<'count of heavy loss alM)ut two years ago. The Empire 
Theatre is struggling for existence. It had to close down the bioscn[»e 
shows. Tn the half year ended iflst Man h, 1922, when the Act was not 
in force it made a profit of {ilxiut forty thousand rupees. Hut in the 
correspemding half year of 1922-2'] when the A<'t was in operation its 
net profits were reduced to nil. 

I will dw’ell no more on the loss sustained by the proprietois of 
theatres and cinemas, but I will invite the attention of the House to the 
irreparable loss caused by this Entertainment Tax, to the pe<»ple in 
genei-al irrespe<’tive of caste or creed. The Act has shut the door 
against the moral teot'hings imparted by the great thinkers of the past 
in the most effei^tive ways thixiugh the caneina shows and theatri«:al 
performances, it is a mosf elementary truth that example is better than 
precept. You may read Hamlet and Othello, but almost all the impres- 
6ioti.s will vanish no sooner than the book is closed. But your mind is 
sure to be indelibly stamped upon when you see in a theatre or biosciipe^ 
before your eyes how the Prince of Denmark succeeded in his attempt 
to wreak vengeance on the wrong doer or how the fair Desdemona, An 
embodiment of innocence and purity, was stifled by the grim Jealotuiy of 
Othello. 

t 

One word more %nd I have finished. We, the people of HetigA, 
hare had an ^opportunity of witneseing the magnifloeBt prooeMtioM 
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connected witli* the cremation ceremony of iSm late Deshlnmdkn 
C. R. l)ap of revered nlemor>^ I nsk yon all to pause for a moment to 
consider M'hether the very ecene yon have witnessed could be witnessed 
in any other paH of the world except through cinema shows.. If net, 
is it fair and just that we the lyople of Bengal should be' deprived of 
the advantages of witnessing important scenes and events that ocean ed 
in the past. 

It is needless to point out that the proprietors of theatres and 
/•iiienms pay nothing out of their own income. They have adepied 
means of lealixing the tax in addition to the usual price of tickets. 
This lias caused a great reduction in the number of visitors who have 
thereby been deprived of the past teachings, moral, social and historical. 

In ihfr* interest of the proprietors of theatres and cinemas who have 
been sulfenng heavy loss since the introduction of the Entertainment 
Tax and in the interest of the public who have lost the opportunity of 
being benefited by the teachings of the past imparted to them in 
the most effeetive ways through the cinema shows and theatrical per- 
formances, I appeal to the House to accept the resolution and thereby 
discharge the trust reposed in them. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: 1 have' great pleusute in 
supimrting the al><>ve resolution. This resolution is the same as 
I brought before this House on the 2(>th of August, 1924. On that 
occasion there was .some misunderstanding in the House and it was 
lost. I am more hoj>eful to-day l>e(*uuse I feel that the House is 
now well acquainted with the .subject and I also feel that they 
hove been brought to see the dire distress that this tax has caused to 
the cinemas and theatres, I presume that it is generally known, at 
least to the old members of the House, that at the time of the introduc- 
tion of this tax I opposed it or that part of it which refers to cinemas 
and theatres. The question of the betting tax I leave to the Calcutta 
Turf Club which is capable of looking after itself. When the Hon’ble 
Member replies to, me he will probably inform me that the betting tax 
has decreased and the cinema and theatre tax has increased. If that 
be the case I can only say that according to the laws of England betting 
is considered detrimental to good citisenship therefoi'e if this tax is 
the means of gradually stopping l>etting, logically it is all the better 
for the citiaens. I can only say that the more payment is extracted 
from cinemas and theatres the quicker they will be driven to destruction. 
I remember that when His Excellency Sir John Kerr (then Finance 
Member of this Government) brought the Bengal Amusements Tax 
Bill l)efore this House he said — 

It IK even more difficult to make any estimate about the Amusements Tax 
because it is entively a new thing in Bengal, but such information as we 
ca|^ get regard!^ the seating capacity of places oi entertainment in Calcutta, 
we think we might get from this source a sum of between rupees 12 and 16 
lakhs a year, we ahmild get about the aame from the betting «ax. 
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W0|1^ Sir, it is quitfe evident that His Excellency was no true prophet, 
as I understand that the tax realised comes to under 2 lakhs of rupees : 
He further rec'o^fiiised as he stated that the imposition of this tax would 
mean some hardship on those who were called upon to pay the tax. 
"VVhy Si**, if has not only brought hardship it has broufrht ruination and 
at the prestmt time is likely to drive the artistes out of Calcutta. 

Let rae refresh the ineiuory of this House with some of the facts I 
gov# them last year of the <erril>le financial straits fhe.se theatres and 
cinemas have been brought to. I will give ymi a few cases from my 
last speech on this subject fi-om the Council Prcneediiigs of 14th March, 
1924. 


Empire T/jrn/r* — Hall-yonr endod Hist Mftrch, 1 5**22. —Profit Hu. 30,P!f2-4-l. No 
tax. 

Half-year ended .Hist March, 15)2H. — Profit Xil. Tax R.v 7*2, (KM). Had there 
been no tax, they might have shown a profit of lU. 20.0(HK 

(irand (tprru Jloujte . — Business changed hands six months after the Act 
came into force becnu.s^jt could not pay. 

Owing to heavy lo.s.s it ha.s had to be closed down since. 

But, Sir, <lo not let it be thought that I am only interested in European 
cinemas. That is by no means the case. Indian cinemas and theatres 
have been as badly hit, in many cases they are much worse off. 

Parsee Klphinxtone Jhamativ Co. «.!/. T. Ltd.). — Working at Corinthi- 
an Theatre at a loss — Us. 1,245 from 1st January. 1923, to 30th 'June, 
1923. 


Alfred Theatrical ('o. (J/. T. Ltd.). — Over 100 artists disbanded on 
1st of March, 1923, owing to loss from 1st Noveml>er,*1922, to »UHh June, 
1923. 

The Bengalee Theatrical Co. (.1/, T. Ltfl.), consisting of over 80 artists 
was closed down from 31«i August, 1923, owing to loss from 1st January*, 
1923, to 30th June, 1923, in spite of their utilising the sceneries and 
dresses of the dLshunded Alfred Theatre Co. If the Bengalee Theatrical 
Co. had to 1>€ equipped afresh with new sceneries and dresses the loss 
would have been enormous. 

These are appalling cmiditions that the cinemas and theatres have 
come to, I do not wish^o o<*cupy the time of the House unnecessarily 
hut would refer th«^ to the Council Proceedings of 14th March, 1914, 
pages U9 and 120, for the details of losses to entertamineuts. 
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Let me rea^ you a statement in the Bandmann Tarieties Report in 
which they have a loss of Rs. 1,25,224 — from -Slst March, 1924, to 
30th September, 1924 : — 

The principal reason for the Iom working is the Entertainment Tax, and 
it affects not only upon the Theatre itself but upon the receipts of the touring 
companies. This has been so serious that for practically the whole of the hot 
weather of 1924 theatrical business was at a standstill. We are still persisting, 
in our efforts to secure the complete remission of the Tax which has now practically 
wiped out the capital of the Company. 

The position is still discouraging, but after reviewing the situation with 
the Auditors, the Directors are still of opinion that if we can tide over the 
present depression and secure remission of the Tax the position of the Company 
may again become satisfactory. 


ThiH ia a pathetic, hut courageous statement, and that should cause 
the House to vote for my resolution and remember the Government has 
collected from this gallant but struggling adventure Rs. 2,23,599-12. 

Here is a glaring illustration of the terrible hardships endured by the 
houses of entertainments. I here give the three greatest attractions of 
the year 1924 : — *’ s 



Theatre's receipts. 

P dd Tax. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Harry Lauder (3 weeks) 

14,159 

(out of this their expenses 
are about Rs. 300 daily.) 

13,385 

Lee White (4 weeks) 

15,861 

11,146 

Italian Opera (4 weeks) 

15,387 

11,688 


The i-esult of this loss being that other companies are afraid to come 
to Calcutta in case they also lose money. 

These large sums may account for a slight increase in the revenue 
this year. Probably, the Government will say that the revenue from 
this sogxve is increasing, well if they say so I cannot dispute it, but 
would say that the more the Government makes out of these entertain* 
ments the sooner they will be driven to d^tniction. 

Theatrical concerns are experiencing great difficulty in inducing 
theatrical companies to come to India as the tax also lessens their 
income and they are compelled to allow the companies a large percentage 
of the takings get them to come out. There are only two parca 
professional coiiil^panies that have come to Cali^ntta since March, 1925, 
aafl both did no because they were on their way Co or from the Far 
East. They have had to keep the theatres going jrith amateur 



RESOLUTIONS. 


401 


ahOWfi or pictures. The former seldom pay and the latter mean a 
heft^y loss as the Empire Theatre has no I'eirular cinema following and 
the overhead expenses of the Theatre are too heavy to enable them 
to work ojl prices from Rs. »3 to Ri^ 4 like other cinemas. 

During the present hot weather they have practically been ^•ompelled 
to run picture shows for 7 weeks thr<»wing the staff out of employment. 

Theatrical companies will not come to India during the h(»t and 
rainy season because it is not a proposition i>n at‘(‘ouiit of the tax. 
Befoi^ the institution of the tax small companies did come out between 
April and October now they will not do so. As regards the largest 
cinema proprietors in India this is the fourth year in sut'cession in 
which they liave worked al a loss chiefly (m a<‘count of the tax. There 
is a demand by the public ul the present time for a heller ly|H* fd 
entertainment and bell or picture shows but the present position does 
not permit this. The Hon’Me Member, Mr. Kmerson, has practical 
experience of the working of the inx. He ran y wonderful exhibition but 
to make it something of a suc<‘ess he was fortunate enough to obtain 
exemption from the^entertaiiiment tax. I understand this tax was only 
iinjfi»s«1 because of the great tinanciul urgency of Bengal. In fact 
it was an emergency tax. Things are financially brighter now in 
Bengal and I hope the Ilon’ble Member, who is by no means a “ Kill- 
joy ”, will try to get it remitted. Some ma\ say that thi.s is a luxury 
lax, that is not >o it is a lax that is^inlerfering wilh the amusements 
of the poor peojde win) have no clubs to go to. Sir, are you gi)ing to 
deprive the poor people of the amusemenls they are entitled toP If 
you are going to shut down these innocent places of entertaitiments 
you will drive these people into other avenues for aiinisement which 
may be of a kind that will not help to make good citizens. I would 
therefore appeal to this House to vole for my res(dution. I would ask 
you not to strangle the amusements of the j>eople and ruin this strug- 
gling infant industry and incidentally causing furtber hardships in the 
way of unemployment. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKEltl Many different roads some- 
times lead to the same goal and in rising to support ibis motion, I 
must make it clear at the outset that the consideration which move me 
thereto are entirely different from those advanced by my friend 
Najmuddin. Nor though seeking the same objective, can I endorse 
theafgumente advanced by him. In a poverty-ridden land where the 
merciless hand of taxation is not ashamed to exact a tax on such a 
vital neoessity as salt. Those of more fortunate classes who can afford 
to pay for the Inxurf of amusement ought not to grudge their due 
eliare of the burddb of taxation. I ask you, Sir, what good do wcPget 

makiiig additions to the well-iUled coffers of an alien govenunentF 
Does not that almost invaifably reeult in the release of fluids which 
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go to cater for the all-devouring demands of the Lee Commission there- 
by putting more weights on notoriously top-heavy administration f 
The real beneficiaries of such taxes are the minions of the Bureau- 
cracy and not the poor millions for whose well-being they profess to be 
the trustees. Taxation or no taxation, deficit or surplus, their condi- 
tion remains the same as the Bengali adage goes Shalgramer shoa 
hanha dui aamati ** sitting or lying down is all the same for the deity 
of Saligi am. The past history of the Bill levying this tax in this very 
Council ('hamber, with eluHivc held out in the prologue, and broken 
vows and bitter disappointments in the sequel, will only confirm my 
apprehensions. 

When the Amusement Tax Bill was first introduced in the Council, 
the then Finance Member, the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, definitely assured 
UN that the proceeds of these taxes would be utilised, firstly, for meet- 
ing the temporary bed-rock deficit with which the Ctovernment was 
then faced and that with any surplus which might result from this 
taxation, a sound loan poli<*y would he inaugurated for undertaking 
Useful and beneficial schemes. 

This is what he said — 

Wo roKMfd tljo all<K‘ation of tho proooiMls oi tlio now taxation to the meeting; 
of oar deficit a« a purely temporary expedient pendiiiji further relief, on receipt 
of winch the new rovemie raimJ would become available for the schemes of 
e<lucHtiorial and aa nitary and medical progress. 

Lord Bonalshay also made a similar promise in the previous year. 

This is what he said — 

Our position is thia, that if, to ni€*et tlie immediate emergency with which 
we are faced, we are prepared to raise fresli revenue and to devote it to meeting 
our existing deficit, we do so still maintaining that we have a moral claim to 
further relief, and in that view, we regard the allmation of the proceeds of new 
taxation to the meeting of our deficit as a purely temporary expedient pending 
further relief, on receipt of which the new revenue raised would liecome, available 
for those schemes of education and sanitary and medical progress which, I am 
sure, the t>)uncil as much as the Hoii’ble Ministers, who arc charged wuth them, 
so earnestly desire to see taken in hand. 

This promise was also quoted by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr in his 
speech. In his preroration Mr. Kerr waxed sentimental in referring 
to the bitter after-regrets which would be the lot of those who refused 
to pass his Bill. But by a strange irony of fate, these bitter regrets 
are now^ the portion of those who helped its passing. Even Mr. Suren - 
dra Nath Mulliok — of course before his elevation to the Ministerial 
guddt — apprehended that these hopes and promises would not be ful- 
filled and he of^iosed this additional taxation. ^This is what he said — 

country •• a whola has loat much of the oonfidenos in the Oovenunent^ 
and conasquently the people are diapoaed to look to these propoaalt with oon- 
iiderahle diitrust. Owing to the Govemment persisting In^ its career of onjusti- 
fiable repressions in spite of repeated requesia to the contrary, %he people 
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af country, nnturally and legitimately, apprehend Uiat much "of the ntir 
expedid income of over Rs. If crores anil be devoted by the Government for 
carrying on the repression* more effectively and to their heart’* eoutent. The 
people, therefore, are opposed to strengthen the rods which are meant to be broken 
on tlieir backs, and to extend the jails ineAit for their unwanintable captivity: 
and 1 am one of those people. 


Are his apprehensions at length alwiit to prove piopheticV 

Iff conclusion, Sir, our attitude iu. supporting the motion is to 
save Government any further occasions to make scraps of paper with 
their pledges and to use every little bulge in their purse for the 
benefit of the heaven-l)orn service only, while the crying needs of 
our dying millions are so outrageously fiouted. bet no illusion exist 
in the public mind us to the fate of the ccipper that i> whipped «>ul c.f 
the pool mairs loin cloth, or the gold that is wheedled from the lucky 
pleasure-lovers or race-goers. Their only destination is the insatiable 
maw of that pernicious machine which ever seeks to make its steel 
frame stiffer and stitfer; and any hope that these extra monies will 
c^ver find a wa\ to det any real good tc» the people “ as we undcu'stund ’* 
is ])ou»ic]^to be clisHppbtntPcl. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned ten 1(1 minute's. | 

[After the acijcuiriuiient. ] 

Mauivi MD. ABDUL JABBAR PAHLOWAN: I uould have 
opposed this resolution in view c»f the fact that this tax has gone a 
considerable wav' in relieving the distress of the poor peasants of lleugal. 
When the Bengal Amusements Tax Act was passed, two other Acts, 
r/>., the Jfengal Stamp Act and the Bengal (.’ourt Fees Act, were also 
passed. If exemptions are allowed in the caw of the Amusements 
Tax, I think Government will In? morally Iwuiid to allow similar 
exeniption.s in the case of the Stamp and (Vmrt-fees. ‘Therefore, in the 
hope of securing the miniinum amount of loss with the maximum 
amount of gain to the poor peasants, I si^>p<»rt the resedution. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir, I rise to support this resolu- 
tion. From the facts and figures given by Mr, Campbell Forrester 
one must come to the conclusion that the theatrical business including 
of course the cinemas is not paying and the tax has brought about 
tbe^ruin of many a theatrical ventures, c.p., the Bengali Theatrical 
Company of Madans. I^et me give you some facts and figures about 
Bengali theatres in the Beadon Street and Cornwallis Street areas. 
Babtt Monmohan Pande^, the well known theatre magnet and tl^ 
owner of Monmohan Theatre, had to wind up his business only recently 
aftw 20 years #un and had to let the theatre out to that well known 
dramatist #nd actor* Praf. S.*E. Bhadnn, ii.x. His Sita had a 



m 


RESOLUTIONS. 


[21st Aug. 

run of more than 100 nights and drawn good houses but financially he 
has Hufiered heavy losses. Take the case of Babu Aparesh Oh. 
Hukherjee, who had been the lessee of the Star Theatre, bi^t he was 
obliged to conveii; the companjj. into a limited concern known as the 
Art Theatre Ltd. He staged Karnarjuna more than 200 nights 

and the house was almost invariably full. The Company unfortunately 
hiid not been able to pay any dividends. The Minerva Theatre, which 
alnioKi created a sensation the other day by staging “ Atmadars^an 
one of tlje finest psychological plays ever staged on a Bengali theatre, 
has lost very heavily in the past. 

ThjB Alfred Theatre, one of the best stages in Calcutta, is vacant 
and the Corinthean Theatre stages only occasional plays. In my 
humble opinion the tax on Bengali theatres is a tax on India art 
and this tax on theatres alone does not bring in even a lakh of rupees a 
year. I appeal to the Hon’ble Member in charge to use his discretion 
under sub-section (2) of section 8 of the Bengal Amusements Tax Act 
and exempt legitimate stages, namely, theatres from the liability of 
the entertainment tax. 

In my humble opinion the removal of this burden of one Idkh of 
rupees will be more than compensated by taxing visitors to football 
matches. From what I hove seen in the maidun the matches have 
diverted theatrical attraction and the gate money is enriching the 
pockets of a few individuals. The attraction of football matches is so 
great that many a profiteer made money by reselling tickets. I have 
seen some Marwari gentlemen reselling ticket.s they purchased 

Baby DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I (luest ion this, (^un he name 
any gentleman P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ray Chaudhuri, please withdraw it. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: I withdraw it. 

I am sure, match-goers will not grudge an anna or two as amuse- 
ment tax and the money raised from that source will relieve the burden 
which is killing Indian dramas. 

1 appeal once more to the Member in charge to look into this 
question carefully and use his discretion under section 8 and impose 
a tax on football-goers and relieve theatre-goers and the theatrical 
companies. 

Mm KHAcENDRA NATH CANOULVl Sir, permit me to say 
it the outset that a supporter of these motions has got to a large 
volume of public opinion that is hostile to these, motion^ on aentiinen^ 
grounds. In fact, many people are uader Die impresaiog that this 
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attei&|>t to exempt th^tres and and cinemas from liability to tbe enter- 
tainwnt tax is merely an attempt on the part of interested members of 
the Council to secure immunity of taxation in respect of certain places of 
amusement and the benefit of which immunity will be enjoyed by a 
few rich proprietors of those concerns It is our duty, therefore, to 
disabuse the public mind of such unjustifiable impression. We should 
trj’ to make them understand that our object is not to safeguard the 
purse of the rich few, but to relieve, in however small a measure, the 
larger (‘ircle of the middle class. In attempting to deal with the merits 
of the proposal, I would like to invite the attention of the meinliers of 
the Council to a few .sentences from the speech of the HoiCble Mr. 
Kerr in Council in introducing the llengnl Amusement Bill of. 1922. 
He said — 

We r€KS)gnise that the iinpoHitiori of tint Iresh iaxation will cause a tHortain 
degree of hardship to those who will Ik* called upon to pay, hut we claim that 
our iiieasures have hcon no devised as to reduf'e that hardship to a niitiiinum. 
In return for the sacnhce to which we iisk the Council and the public to suhmit, 
we can promise a reasonably efficient (iovernment able to carr} out its es'*ential 
dutie*. in a rcasonahly efficient manner. 

Si«, f^iese uie the ^<^)rds uttered by a respon.sible stutesiuan; by the 
Ilon ble gentleinaii in charge of the Bill. He odinitted in cleat and 
unamhiguou.s language that the effect of the taxation would be to 
cau.se hardship to the payers, and he ju.Htified the measure by promi.s©s 
of making the Government more efficient. Well, Sir, more than two 
years have gone by since Bengal has l)een saddled with this taxation, 
and I ask the members of the House in all seriouMiess what do they 
now ( onsider about the much vaunted efficient Government. Has the 
money derived from this .source been utili.sed in any work intended to 
ameliorate the condition of the children of the soil!" Have any of the 
urgent problems affecting the .so<iaI, moral and intellectual uplift of 
the men and women of the land been attempted to lx* tackled by th© 
Government? Alas, no such lK*neMdent and generous endeavour can 
lie credited to our super-efficient (fovernmeiit. Tax or no tax, our 
administrators are pursuing their own course, unfetterred by all con- 
aiderations of sympathy or humanity. ^ 

After all from whom i.s the tax realised — not certainly from the 
theatre and cinema-wnlluhs? This extra money really cornea from 
the prickets of the large section of he public w’ho resort to these 
places of amu.sement. Aiuuseinent.s are not always luxuries and are 
often necessary for recreation and diversion. Eminent members of 
the .medical profession have always maintained that hard-worked people 
must have frequent recreations. In that view of things decent place?! 
of amusement can almost he regarded as necessaries of life, and apply* 
ing the well-known j)riijfiple that nerwsaries of life should never 1^ 
burdened with taxation, I appeal to the members of the Council to get 
mtch an inequitable burden removed. 


27 
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Before concluding, 1 beg leave to quote a few passages from tbe 
eloquent speech delivered by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray in 
opposing the introduction of the Bill in 1922: — 

We are the children of Bengal, and Bengal belongs to us. Her .interests must 
be paramount to us. All other pefty r|uestions must go down before that. 
Should we consent to suck like vampires the life blood of the poor dying people, 
when they, over-taxed as they are, actually pay more than their proper quota — 
when the people themselves are being decimated by famine and pestilence? 

« 

With these words, I commend the resolution for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Dr. MOHINI MOHAN DAS delivered a speech in Bengali in 
8UpjK)rt of the resolution. 

[In the course of Dr. Das’ speech Maulvi Md. Nurul Hu([ 
Cliaudhury crossed between the speaker and the Chair.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. You must not cross between the 
Chair and the member speaking. ' ' ^ q 

MiUlvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: On a point of order. 
Sir, I could not sit down as Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar Pahlowan 
occupied my seat. I think be ba.s no business to be here as this block 
is reserv’ed for the Swaraj party. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: I only want information from the movers of 
these resolutions. Is it not a fact that the prices of seats in theatres 
and cinemas have gone up since the introduction of the Act? Will the 
movers give an assurance that the proprietors will reduce the prices if 
this tax is removed. 

Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Is this question in order, SirP 
Can this question l)e asked? The motion is fur the withdrawal of the 
tax. We have not asked the proprietors whether they will re<luce the 
price or not. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot expect either Mr. James or 
Mr. Campbell Forrester, who are not proprietors, to give that 
assurance. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Then I whole-beurtcdlv oppose the resolutions. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: WWii in March last year 

Mr. Campbell Forrester brought forward such a motion before the 
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Boksel was responsible for tbe contretempB which prevented Mr. Camp- 
bill Forrester from accepting the amendment which was proposed by 
my friend Mr. Nirmal Chandra Chunder. The resolution which has 
now been brought forward by Mr. James runs exactly on the same Hues 
on which tlie amendment was movedeby Mr. Chunder on that occasion. 
The present proposal is that the amusements tax should be withdrawn 
from the cinemas and theatres. I did not see my way to ncc'ept 
Mr. Chunder’s amendment at the time, and as I am now going to 
support this resolution I owe it to myself as well as to the House to 
explain why I am going U\ change my position with regard to this 
proposal. One of the rea^on^. Sir, which impelled me at the time to 
oppose the proposal for the aladition of the amusements tax so far ns 
theatres and cinemas were coiHcrned was that the aimisements tax had 
l)een in operation only for 18 months at the time so fur ns these institu- 
tions were concerned. 1’he time was not sufficient for us to judge 
whether the amusements tax was oj>eratifig very harslily on the theatres 
and cirienias or not. Now this tax hu.s lieen in force for years and 
liow we are assured hy those who are in the know that the theatres and 
cinemas are going to Ik* strangled for the <»peration of the present Act, 
and^the (|uestion nmw is not whether this tax will have a l>etter yield 
from tffese institutions hut the (juestion now is whether these institu- 
(i(ms should he taxed out of exi'^tence altogether. When that is the 
case, I think we have every reason to revi.se our judgment for the 
Ilon’hle Mr. Donald said at the time of the ln.st discussion that it would 
not he profitable to kill the very gcMise which laid the golden eggs. 
Xow, there was another ground on which I thought it advisable to 
oppose such a motion last year. The financial situation at the tune 
was certainly darker than it is now. The first period of tbe remission 
of the provincial contribution was going to expire, and it was uncertain 
whether further reminsion would W granted or not. Hut now we have 
got the remisKion. and so I think the financial situation has improved 
somewhat — at least so much that we can forego the yield from the 
amusements tax so far as tbe theatres and cinemas tfre ccmcjerned. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hoii«hli 
Mr* T* Emerson): Sir, if it were permissible for the Finance Member to 
have a heart, mine would have lieeii moved by the appeal of Mr. Camp- 
bell Forrester and some of the other gentlemen wdio have apoken on 
these motions. I have however, given a good deal of attention 
to the question of the falling off in theatre-going and I think that tbe 
amusement.s tax is only one of a great many causes. In England they 
Tutve the same problem and they still continue their amusementa 
tax and in England it has not kept people away frr>m tbeatroa. 
In Calcutta it is well jpiown that not nearly so many people make a 
habit of going to itheatres on Saturday nights ae ueed to a cou^ 
of years ago.^ Xolxidy has pleaded the cause of the cinema# to-day. 

* 27 a 
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Cinemas are apparently flourishing inspite of the tax, and our 
returns show that the receipts from cinemas and theatres for the last 
year, that is the latest year of which we have record, are 20 per cent, 
greater than they were the j'ear before. It does not therefore look like 
strangling the goose that lays th^ golden eggs, and it is for that reason 
and others of a financial nature which I shall explain presently that 
the Oovernment still maintain the same policy as when the subject i^as 
last discussed in this House in 1924. 

Our financial position is si ill a very difficult one. With the^help 
of the contribution to the Central (jovernment which has been Tempo- 
rarily remitted and the increased receipts from registration we are 
able to balam-e our budget but only by kee]»ing expenditure rigidly 
down. 

We are not in a position to give up any source of revenue and if this 
resolution were carried, we should lose an income just close upon 
Rs. 8 luklis. How' can we ask the Government of India to review the 
Meston Settlement in order to increase our resources if we ourselve-; 
throw away this source of revenue? It has been argued that this tax 
will put au end to itself by making it impossible for tlie cinemas 
and theatres to carry on. This argument was used in tlie dVbate of 
Mandi, 1924, and the Hon’ble Mr. Donald })romised U) consider the 
matter. We have now comparative figures for 192'l-24 and 1924-25 
and find from them tliat the pessimism we tlien showed in the debate 
was entirely unjustifiable. The receijds from the tax in re*s]>ect of 
theiitres and cinema.s only were Rs. 2,44,0(11 in 192d-24; in 1924-25 
Rs. 2,92,077, an increase of very nearly 25 ]>er cent. Thus the only 
financial argument against the tux has been shown by figures to have 
no force at all. I cannot, therefore, accept the resolution on belialf of 
Government. 

Mr. r. E. JAIMES: Vari(»us ]K*int> have been made by the membeis 
during the course of this debate and I only wish to refer to one or two. 
In the first place I think tlmt on the part of the supjM)rters of the reso- 
lutions too much emphasis 1>hs been laid ujum the position in the 
Empire Tlieatre. Those members who are interested in the revival 
of the Bengali drama — and I hope there are many here — will realise 
the tremendous handicap which they have to suffer. When you come to 
think that in other countries this form of artistic expression is subsi- 
dised by the State, I mean in Germany, France and Belgium, (t.e., 
the Opera, which is the highest national artistic level of public expres- 
sion) when you come to consider and realise that the drama in which 
Bengal excels is being taxed practically out of existence I think the 
H^use will understand that there ivS a very string argument from that 
point of view. There is a second ix)iiit which has not been mentioned 
but to which I desire to refer, and that is in conuexion'»with cinemas. 
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any one wbo is interested in the standard of the films which are 
coming into this country it will not be news to state that the level 
of film^ has deteriorated of late. One of the reasons put foi*wnrd by 
those who are interested in the film industry and also in cinema enter- 
tainments is that they have lieen living for some time on their capital- 
very largely due to this Entertainment Tax, and that is why they have 
been unable to secure lietter class films which command in Eurojie and 
America ver\’ high prices. This is an important thing, espet'ially 
when you remember that in a jdace like ('nlcutta the (‘inema houses 
are patronised very extensively by tlie great student i>opulution, a 
large number of whom come frcan the mufassal and arc great cinema 
goers. ^ I admit, Sir, that the financial arguments put forward by 
the HonTile Member are stiong ones.* In the first place I am gla<l 
to notice that he has admitted that the tax has had an injurituis effect 
upon the jio'iterity of theatres and cinemas in C’nh'utta. I desire to 
controvert the statement that theatre-going in Calcutta is lessening. 
It may be so far as the Empiie Theatre is concerned, but I am (juite 
sure that it is not so as far as the Iteiigali theatres are concerned. 

?n regard t(» the* arguments as to the increase in returns under 
this tax, I think. Sir, tlieie are various reasons for that increase. One 
is undoubtedly the imjjrovemcnt of industrial conditions during the 
last IS months; the M'<-ond is that there have been one or two shows 
that have been favourites uith the public and from which a large 

revenue has l)i*en reajied in the tax; and the third reufioii is — ami tl»e 
Hon ’hie Member dcscr\es coimratulntion on this — a more efficient 
(ollection of the tax. Now, Sir, the Hoirhic Mcmhcr stated 
that the (rovernmeut were not in a jKisition to claim a further 

remission of the contribution due under the Meston Settlement 

if they witlidrew thi.s tax on the amusements in Hengal which 

is at present a simrce of revenue to them. Now I would like to ask 
wliether it is legitimate even under emergency circumstances to have 
a tax which kills ru’ practically kills the theatre ami cinema industry. 

I do not think it is legitimate. Sir, and I would suggest to the Govern- 
ment that there arc other means of taxation which might he explored 
before they turn this proposal down. The last (|uestion which I would 
place Wfore the House is the argument which has been used 1 believe 
that the money which ha.s lieeii reaped from this tax is largely to be 
used on the transferred dejiartments. I believe that there was some 
general statement to that effect when this tax wae first introduced. 

I would like to ask whether there is any guarantee that the money 
thus earned haa been spent on the transferred departments. I do not 
think it is possible to find that out, I think it is quite possible that 
it has been used (|p tifc Police Department! I would like there^re 
to suggest that in view of the fact that this tax is hailing an injurious 
effect upon a\ra<le which is^n its infancy^ and from the point of view 
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of an art which is undergoing revival at the present time throughout 
this province and from the point of view of the standard of films which 
are imported to Bengal, it is not legitimate to continue a tax which 
is producing such a disastrous effect upon the theatres and cinemas. 

Tho Hofl’ble Mf. T« EMERSON! Sir, may I rise to explain just 
one simple matter? It is impossible in the allotment of Govern- 
ment money to say where this sum of Rs. 2,92,000 goes. In the reeent 
allotment of the money which came from the remission of the contri- 
bution to the Central Government, the lion’s share, or practically 
nearly the whole of it, has been given to the transfeiTed departments 
because it is the custom to consider the claims of the tran^fen’ed 
departments before those of any other dej)artment when absolute necessi- 
ties have been arranged for. 

The motion of Mr. F. E. James was then put and the Hon’ble the 
President declared that the “ Ayes ” had it, whereupon Mr. Camp- 
bell Forrester asked for a division. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In this connection I woufd like to puint' out 
that Mr. Campbell Forrester, who is one of the movers of an identical 
resolution, has challenged my decision, and I will not permit him to 
vote in the Aye ” lobby unless he explains his reasons. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER. Personally, Sir, I do not see 
the least use for a division now but I umlerstood you, Mr. President, 
to have declared for the “ Noes ”, but my friend behind me called for 
a division before I had done. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: \ou should have first ascertained what my 
decision was; then you should have asked for a division. However, 
this time I i)ermit you to go into the ” Aye ” lobby. 

A division was taken with the following result 


AYE^-8S. 


AMMit, Mr. i. O. 

Atftfy, tabu Amulya Oban*. 

Abanuid, Mautvi Aiifimbtfin. 

Abrntb, Mftttlvi Nbjmubbiii. 

Abmttft Mavivi Zannoor. 

Alay, Kbaa labaatir t. Mabbaob. 
laiii M , tabu Aouim Cbatidra. 

•abab. Maalvi Kadtr. 

•bbarlaa, Or. PMUMtbanatb. 

•abtrlaa, baba taHra Kitbort, 
•aatrlaa, Mr. A. C. 

Obi iabib baaabaiian. 

Mr. H. 

■att, iaba Oajay Kritbna* 

Mbbfbvarti, Oabb Atflbdra Obaadra. 


Cbaudburi, Maalvj taiyad Abdar Rob. 
Cbaudhuri. Rai Harandranatb. 
Cbaudbury, Mautvi Md. Nurul Huq. 
Obowdbury, Mautvi Failat Karim. 
Cbundar, Mr. Nirmal Cbandra. 

Daa, babu Cbaru Cbandra. 

Daa, Dr. Mabini Maban. 

Daa buRU, Dr. i. M. 

Daita, babu Abbil Cbandra. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Day, babu D^rada Fraaad. 

Data, Rai ba'dadur Ryari Lai. 
Farraatar, Mr. j. Campball. 

Oafim, Mautvi Abdul, 
banculw, baba Kbaboadr^ Main. 
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Hr. t. N. 

HiiMlli. Mailivi WalMd. 

J»Mi, Mr. r. E. 

4«iliiMray« Mr. 4. H. 
joarMir, Mauhri Aftab HoMaia. 
Kbaitan, tabb D«bi froaad. 

Kban, tabH Oabtfitfra Lai. 

Kban, Mauivi Amanat. 

Khan, Mautvi Mahi Uddin. 
Maliaaiaiad« Mauivi Batar. 

Matty, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mitta^ Sir Brovath Cbundar. 

Marana, Or. H. W. B. 

Mttkarjaa, Babu Taraknath. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Mandy, Mabaraj Kumar tnt Chandra. 
Maakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Naafi, Babu Manmaban. 


Addama-Williamt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Tayabud<yn. 

Ali, Maullyi tayyad Sultan. 
Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bravrna, Mr. P. H. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Oty, Mr. G. Q. 

Outt. Mr. 0. S. 

Eddii, Mr. B. E. 0. 

Emaraon, tha Han*bla Mr. T, 
Faraqui, Kban Bahadur K. 0. M. 
Qaada, Mr. t. W. 

Napkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 


Barratt, Mr. B. 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Haikat, Mr. Braaanna Dab. 

Bay, Baba Abaaiib Sbaadra. 

Bay, Babu Naaandra Narayan. 

Ray, Babu turandra Math, 
f^y, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray Cbaudburi, Mr. K. C. 

Ray Cbaudburi, Raja Manmatha NatB, 
af Santoab. 

Ray, Or. Bidban Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit Bhutan. 

Ray, Raja‘ Manilall tinib. 

Sarkar, Mauivi Allah Bukbab. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Bubrawardy, Or. A. 


1—27. 


Liddall, Mr. H. C. 

Lindtay, Mr. 4. H. 

Matib, Mr. Byad M. 

Naiimuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. B. 

Bablawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Rahim, tbv Han'bit Sir Abd>ur. 

Ray, tha Han’bit Maharaja Bahadur 
Kabauniib Chandra, af Nadia. 

Ray. Mr. B. N. 

Iala«, Kbaa Bakaiar Maalvl A Mai. 
Blaphanaan, tha Han'bla Sir Hugh. 

Witaan, Lt.-Cal. R. B. 

Waadbaad, Mr. 4. A. 


The .\yes hein^ and the Xoes 27 the motion was carried. 


Site for a mosque within the Chittagong Coui4 oompouml. 

Mauivi AMANAT KHAN S I move tl|^it this fVninril recommends to 
the Government that a piece of land meastirinjr 3 fjandas, behind the 
stamp-vendor’s .shop, within the rhittajronj? Court compound, he pro- 
vided for the erection of a mostiue for the litijrant public uf Chitta- 
jaronjj to say their Jurna and other prayers. 

In doinjr so I would inform the House that it is causinjr great 
hardship to the Muhammadan litigants in Chittagong in not being 
able to say their prayers. Of course it is true that a small room has 
been spared for the tini^ being but it can only aceommofiate 15 to 20 
persons and can he ^ketl away by the authoritief for any other purp|pB 
at any time. Sir, in Chittagong 99 per cent, of the litigant# are 
Muhammadant, and they bn^ difBculty when attending the Court in 
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saying their prayers, as they hare got to go outside the Court com- 
pound and have to return to the Court again. I fear some of my 
hon'ble friends will not he able to imagine the hardship which is being 
caused by this arrangement. During the hot summer days they have 
to go down the hills and come-back. During the rainy season they 
get wet. The site which I have proposed is a very suitable one as it 
stands not on the top of the hill but on its side and it is in such a 
position that it wdll not interfere with the expansion of the Court at 
any time. It is also near the Sub-Registrar’s office wffiere people gather 
and they will also have an opportunity of saying their prayer in the 
mosque. It is only a small piece of land and it can easily be provided 
for the convenience of the Muhammadan litigants. This is not a 
party nor a political (|uestion but purely a religious one and as such I 
hope the hon’ble members will support my resolution. 

Hadji Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN GHUZNAVI: I have 
great pleasure in according my whole-hearted support to this rc^solu- 
(iori. It is a very small recpiest for allowing a mos([iic to be built on a 
tiny piece of land within the compound of th& '‘Chittagong /?ourt in* 
order to enable Moslem litigant public, jjleaders and muktears. and 
Moslem officials and employees of the (V»urt to say their jAtma prayers.. 

Now, Sir, I have been associated w'ith the (juestion of affording 
facilities for Jumn prayers for over a decade and in attempting to per- 
suade (iovernment to give suitable recognition to our Moslem Sabbath. 

It was in 1912 that I had the honour of meeting this question in the 
old Imperial Legislative Council and the result of my humble endea- 
vours was that Moslem employees of Government were granted permis- 
sion to absent them.selves for only an hour and Indf on hVidays between 
12-30 and 2 i*.m. to say their Jtnno prayers. These facilities I have 
hod the privilege of having extended throughout India and Burma. 
But this tacit permission, as it stood, was found subsetiuently not to be 
enough. In 1917 complaints were made in this very Council that the 
ministerial heads of offices and others sometimes placed obstacles in 
the way of the Moslem employees who wished to leave office in order 
to say their Friday prayers, Wheretipon, a circular was again issued 
by order of His Excellency the Governor in Council to impress on all . 
officers of Government that effect be given in a liberal spirit to the 
orders passed on this subject in 1912. 

In 1921 on a motion of my friend the Shah Saheb-— o motion which 
was carried fj^mine dissenta — a circular was again issue<i very 
much to the same effect but which had the n^rit of deleting the con- 
dition that was imposed hitherto, viz,, of making up the time of 
absence on the part of the Moslem employees, by working extra hours 
during the week. 
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The High Court were also informed of the acceptance of that 
motion by this Council and they intimated that the action taken by 
Government in amending the orders in 1912 was in accordance with the 

practice pi^valeiit in the High Court. 

• 

In pursuance of the reply giveu to a question asked hy the worthy 
Shah Saheb at the July session of the lieiignl ]*egislative Council in 
192*1, all inquiry was made as to whether in the absence of any clear 
instructions, the litigants ami coher |H*rsons of the Islamic faith 
attending courts, felt any difficulty in attending mosques for their 
Jutna prayers. As a result of that inquiry insiruetions contained in 
Government (’ircular No, *S288-8*112J., dated the 2*1rd December, 1923, 
were issued to all officers subordinate to the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, this Mould show that the Moslem community entertained very 
strong opinions on M*hat is u vitally important religious matter. There* 
fore, when I had the privilege of serving as a Minister of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal I felt it my duty to point out to my colleagues that 
so long ns -the position remained one where permission M-as granted on 
re<iuest there would always be difficulty and discord arising from the 
actilm rntnisteriaf officers. The dissatisfaction caused may not lie 
openly voiced but it Mvmld lie deeply felt. Opportunity to obseiTO the 
essential foiins of one’s own religion ought not to he granted grudg- 
ingly as a concession, but as being a right to which every subject was 
entitled. So long as the courts and offices remained open at the time 
f)f Jkw(i jo a MTS, ?.o long uill there remain misunderstanding and the 
possibility of interference, I tberebwe urged M'ith all the emphasii 
at my command that due recognition should In* given hy declaring 
Friday as a half holiday fr«»m 12-10 p.w., and added that out of 
deference to the leligious belief of their Moslem subjects PViday was a 
recognised holiday even in some and half hrdiday in other, Fudatory 
Hindu States in Tmlia, although in some of these States Moslem sub- 
jects constituteti almost a negligible minority. 

Mr# PRESIDENT; ^fr. (ihuznavi, nhat are you speaking about. 
This resolution has nothing to df> uifli* holidays and half-holidays. I 
think you should try to he more relevant. 

Hadji Mr, A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN CHUZNAVh If this pro- 
posal Mras n(»t approved tlnuj my next pro|K)sal was that at least courts 
and offices .should he closed down on Fridays between the houni of 
12-10- and 2 p.m. 

The thanks of the entire Moslem population of Bengal are due to 
His Excellency Ixird Ly’tton and his colleagues for agreeing unani- 
mously to the lattqi; pr^Kisal of mine and for also doing their utmosih to 
persuade the Hon’ble Judges of the High Court to agree to ibis in 
regard to the* courts which |re subordinate to them. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you are again talking about 
holidays, Mr. Ghuznavi. That has got nothing to do with the subject- 
matter under discussion. 

HMlli Mr. A. K. ABU AHMED KHAN cSuXNAVI: Sir, if you 
will permit me I will soon convince you that what I am saying is hot 
irrelevant to the point at issue. I was saying that the time allotted 
to say their Juma prayers is from 12-30 to 2. That time must be short 
for litigants to go to a mos<iue which is situated at a distance from the 
court and then come back in time. Therefore, I say it is essential that 
the mos(jue must be situated near the court compound. 

Now, Sir, we may be told in reply to this resolution that there are 
other mosques in the vicinity of the Chittagong court to which Moslems 
could go. The Junta prayer service with its khodha or sermon how- 
ever, takes an hour and a (luarter or more leaving only a few minutes 
to the faithful to reach the mosque and make their ablutions. After 
deducting ihe actual time that the service takes up, only a few minutes 
would l>e left for people to go to the mosfjue and thereafter return in 
time to the court, it is not possible to attend Jutit/i prayers amji at»the 
»ame time return to court in proper time in the case of Chittagong, 
where there is not a mosciue within a stone throw of the coui’t build- 
ings. Hence, in this particular case it is essential that leave should 
be given for the erection of a mosfjue within the court compound. It 
may l)e argued that the Hindus or Jains might similailv ask tor a 
similar concession. T would say in reply that there is no institution 
of Junta prayers in Hindu or the Jain religion. With these words 
I heartily recommend this resolution for the acceptance of this House. 


Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, I rise to suppoH 
the motion moved by my friend, Mauivi Amanat Khan. The plot of 
land asked for in this resolution is only about 3 i-ottas near the civil 
and criminal courts. Although it is situated on the “ Fairy Hill ” 
it is so situated that the court buildings cannot possibly be extended 
there. Sir, the people of Chittagong have kept the distinction of being 
a very litiguous people and 90 per cent, of the litigants are Muham- 
madaiiH. Hut Chittagong Muhammadans have another distinction too. 
It is the outstanding fact that Chittagong Muhammadans are every- 
where know'll to be the most religious people. With them litigation 
and religion go hand in hand. It is very difficult for these people to 
go to the mosque which is situated outside the hills and then come up 
again to depose in a case when they are panting for breath. It will 
take them no less than 25 minutes to go and cqjne back. To climb up 
a kill is a very tiresimie thing and a witness is hece^rily handicapped 
in giving deposition. He has no energy left to answer relevant quee- 
tions when all the time he is panting for ^i^th. That Being the case 
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aud as there is a genuine desire on the part of the people to have a 
inoeque near the (*0011 compound, 1 think Government ought to grant 
thi« request and by doing so will not only earn the gratitude of the 
Muhammadans but I can assure them that the Hindu publit* will have 
no objec‘tion to have the small plot of^land Wing given to the Muham- 
madans for erecting a niostiue. 

Df« BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask whether it is the inten- 
tion the mover that nobody except the litigants will l)e allowed to 
suy their prayers in the nu>H»jue. 

Mauivi AMANAT KHAN: No, that is not my intention. Every- 
body can say their piayeis. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon'ble Mr. T. Emerson): Sir, I have listened carefully to the 
speet h of the mover of thi> resolution in the hope of finding what peculiar 
conditionH there were in (’hittagong which would justify a mosque being 
erected in that particular district and not erected in every other iiistrict 
lieadjjuarters court ^gnpound in Heiigal. No such conditions have 
been mentioned on tin* contiarv 1 find that there are many good reasons 
why the Government land sliouhl n(»t be given for that puri)ose. First, 
there is the general reason tliat it is not a good practice to alienate Gov- 
ernment land and by alienating the land for a nios(|ue it woubl be 
alienated in a way which wrmld make it impossible for (fovru'iiment ever 
to get it back. Another objection is that there are already three 
mos(iues within about (i minutes walk of the site on which it is. proposed 
to erect this rnos(iue. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY : How many minutes 
does it take to climb the hillV 

The Hofi’ble Mr. T. EMERSON.: That is atf information for 
which I do not depend on the baal authorities. I have got per-ouul 
knowledge — I know the “ Fairy Hill 

• 

It has Wen admitted by the mover in his sjreech, that urrange- 
menta have already Wen made in the Chittagong (\dlectorate 
for Muhammadans to say their prayers, so the necessity has been met 
already and there is no reason vrhy w’e should br‘euk through the general 
practice of not alienating Government laud unnecessarily, 

In these circumstances I would ask the hon'ble mover to withdraw 
the resolution. 

Mauivi AMANAJ KM AN: Sir, in reply to the Hon*bl« Membec^I 
would say that very few district eeurts in Bengal are situated on hill 
sites. The Chfttagong Court Ja situated on the top of a high hill and 
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the proposed site i« on the hill side. Moreover, the Government lias 
granted permission for the erection of stalls within the court compound 
and I am sure the local authorities think it desirable to allow the Muh- 
ammadans to say their prayers in the mo8(iue. The Muhammadans are 
suffering very much in this respect. The room which has been allotted 
to the Muhammadans for saying their prayers within the court (om- 
pound is too small and it accommodates only 15 to 20 persons. I hope, 
therefore, that the Hon'ble Member-in-charge will be pleased to ii^;cept 
it. 

The motion of Maulvi Amauat Khan was then put and agreed to. 


Attandance of Masars. Anilbaran Ray and Satyendra Chandra Mitra 
in the Council for taking the oidh of their allegiance to 
the Crown. 

Babu ABANI8H CHANDRA RAY: Sir, before I move the r«).olu. 
tion that stands in my name, may I ask the permission of the House to 
amend my resolution by replacing the words ‘.‘.at the session the 
Hetigal Legislative Council to be held on tlie 121 h of August, fit25 ” at 
the end of the resolution by the words “ at the next session of the 
Ilengal Legislative Council 

The permission was grante<l. 

Babu ABANI8H CHANDRA RAY: AVith your kind permission I 
beg to move the non-official resolution No. 20 in the agt'iida of the cur- 
rent session of the Council which runs thus: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that Sreejuts Anil- 
banui Huy and Satyendra Chandra Mitra, who have been duly returned 
fianu Hankura and Noakhali (iHjn-Muliammadaii) constituencies respec- 
tively, be brought up for taking the oath of allegiance at the next 
session of the Bengal Legislative Council.” 

Sir, the two pemms named above, /.r., our two distinguisH ed 
colleagues, are too well known to this House to recpure any introduction 
from me. They were sitting memlHUs of this Council when they were 
arrested and placed in jail in October last under that rusty Bengal Regu- 
lation III of ISltS; subsequently they were treated as Ordinance pri.soners 
and the former was kept in the Berhamix^re and the latter in the Manda- 
lay jails. They and theii' constituents rei>eatedly prayed to the Govern- 
ment ta Ij^ow them to attend the Council during the Winter Session 
but to no effect and then at the conclusion of the session their seats were 
Jltelared vacant by the self-«mie Government, ^ mainly on the ground of 
failure to attend to their Council dutieit' TJie logic, the justice, 
the fairness of this step are intelligible only to this bureaucratic Gov- 
ernment, m^hose ways and means are oftfn so subtle anh mysterious. 
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Th« two members stctod for I'e-election in due t^ourse, their nomiimtion 
papers were allowed to pass the scrutiny by responsible Government 
fitdcials and they were returned unoppused. Now, under rule 24 i>f the 
Bengal ‘Electoral Rules they are to take their oath of allegiance to 
the Crown before this House. The mie runs thus — 

Every pe-ion who 14 elo’t h 1 or nominate 1 to be a meinW of the Council, dliali, before 
taking his seat, make at a ineetini^ of tlu* Council, an oath or afllriiiation of l.ts allegiauee 
to the Crown in the following form, ct •. 

a 

The word is “ shall " and so there is no escape fi'Oin it, moreover 
certain severe penalties are imposed hy the rules for non-compliance w’th 
its provisions. Rule 25 says that if any person having lH»en elected 
fails to make the oath or affirmation prescrilied hy rule 24 within such 
time as His Excellency the Governor considers reasonable, His Excel- * 
leiicy the Governor shall declare his seat to Ik* vacant. Nolmdy knows 
what time His Excellency the Governor may or may not consider reason- 
able. Then, Sir, further penalties are also imposed for non-i'ompliance 
with the provision of these rules in the shape of forfeitures of deposits. 

It is laid down in rule No. 12, sub-rule (5) that if a candidate by whom 
or o|^ whose behalf tl^deposit referred to in sub-rule (1) has been made, 
is elected and thereafter his seat is declared vacant under these rules 
owing to his failure to make the oath or affirmation hereinafter pie- 
scribed, the deposit shall be forfeited to the (Government. Now, Sir, 
you will be surprised to hear that these memliers applieil to the Govern- 
ment from within their prison walls to lie allowed to attend this session 
of tile Council to take their oath of allegiance to the Crow'n hut even 
those prayers have been rejected. Does it not amount to a palpable 
<lisloyaIt\ on the part of tluW bureaucrats to prevent members of this 
House from taking their oath of allegiance to His Most Gruciou.4 
Majesty the King Einperoi !" I ask the House to answer by aci*ei)tiijg 
my resolution and thus saving these misguided <»fticials fiom the adop- 
tion of a course which umounts to disloyalty fo the (/rown. I doiCt see 
any reason why they should lose their memliership o\ forfeit their good 
money for no fault of their own. The recommendation eniliodied in my 
resolution is so simple, easy, ju.st, reasonable and fair that I think it is 
absolutely unnecessary for me to inflict a longer speech on the memliers 
at this time of the day to convince them and 1 firmly believe that the 
House will almost unanimously accept my humble proposal. 

Mr. NIRMAL CHANDRA CHUNDER: Sir, I rise to smiport this 
resolution. In supporting this res<»lutioii 1 l>eg to observe ib^Mtre under 
the law an obligation is impostMl upon me and it is the very opldalii h«|?e 
who ha%'e got the administration of law in their hands who deny 
right to (‘ome and discharge the obligation which has been imposed on Wm 
Tery likely in no otBer countrj' would this thing be possible. They liave 
been arrested on charges which amount not merely to disloyalty but almost 
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to waging war against the King. Let them be brrfught up here and let 
us hnd out whether they are prepared to take the oath of allegiance or 
not. I believe that the Government is not willing to bring them up 
here — Government has not brought them up here in spite of the notice of 
this resolution — because Goveniin^nt knows that they are quite prepared 
at any date and at any moment to take the oath of allegiance, because they 
harbour absolutely nothing in their minds which prevents them 
from taking the oath of allegiance. We have all taken the 
oath of allegiance. We may oppose the Government which is 
in power. W’^e may have our own views as to what should be the consti- 
tution for India but to say that we are not prepared to take the oath of 
allegiance or that we are engaged in revolutionaiy artivities is to stty what 
is not true of us. Therefore, Sir, in the name of the party to which we 
belong, in the name of justice to our comrades, we ask the Government at 
least to accept this resolution which asks for nothing else but to bring 
these gentlemen here to take their oath of allegiance. But that is not 
all. Government has been doing this in other cases. I know of ca'.es and 
we have read in the papers of case.s where internees have been brought lo 
sit for examinations. Sir, is taking the oath of allegiance not a much 
more serious matter than appearing at an examthationJ' I know, Sir, 
that an internee in my neighbourhood is allowed to come and visit his 
sick relatives. lie is brouglit almost daily, I say, Sir, is this not a 
better ground that an internee should be brought out from his imprison- 
ment and brought before the Council? You do not allow him to take 
part in this Council and yet you declare his seat vacant and you want to 
dis(|ualify him for ever. You w'ant to take away his franchise without 
giving him any opportunity to come and take the oath of allegiance. 
This iis very unfair, and if I may say so without disrespect, unthinkable 
in any free country. 


tibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: It appears to me, Sir, that it is 
a fundamental question of primary rights. Now what is the position in 
this matter? The law of the land does not disqualify those gentlemen 
who are under detention from being elected by their constituencies. The 
law does not stand in the way of their election, and we have got to start 
with this fundamental fact. Now what is the intention — the contempla- 
tion— of the law which allows their election. L it contemplated that 
they should be allowed to be elected — the law should allow the consti- 
tuencies to elect certain gentlemen and at the same time should not allow 
the latter to represent their constituencies within the Council Chamber? 
In other words, if they are denied the right of attending the Council 

e tings then the ele(*tion held by Government — the whole thing — 
mes a nullity and a fari'e. Ls it fair to tjie const ituenciew to give 
th'em the right to elect and at the same time to defy them the right of 
being represented in thii Council on account of the detention of their 
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z«|iresentetive<P Sh*, if it is the intention that such paopla should not bt 
allowed to attend the Council meeting, then it is only fair to the eoasti* 
tuencies that the laa* should be ehan^d and the constitueiieies informed 
that if they elected these (teiitleiiieu they could nut la* ivpreseuted. Then 
Sir, what is the didiculty alwmt this ^natter. I know of case** in which 
people under similar detention an* allowed to go home to advise in caaes 
of Utigation. If that can lie allowed, why these gentlemen should not be 
allowed to come and take part in the del ilierat ions of the Council. Is there 
any* apprehension that these two gentlemen will corrupt and contaminate 
the members of this House, otticials and nou-ofticial.s*^ What U the diffi- 
culty? They can lie jirodin’cil hen* under pi«»pcr surveillance and under 
proper pre<*auti<ins. Therefore 1 say that in ordinary fairness they should 
lie allowed the right to (‘ome here and take part in f»ur dclilHuations. (Other- 
wise Government should immediately change the law an«l make such 
elections impossible and that U the only fair and honourable course. 
Kither of these twf) things must be done by Government — <*ither change 
the law or allow these two members to attend the Council. 


ptbu ROMES CWANDRA BACCHI: Standing to support this reso- 
lution fliy heart (o-day is filled with bitter distress and remorse. That an 
hoiioui'uble niemlM*!’ ot tliis II<»use .shall be detainetl, defamed and pr<‘ven1- 
etl from disriiiiiging his legislative «luties seems to me to lie u scandalous 
disgrace to the dignity, the reputation and (he legal tradition not only 
of this House alone but upon (he whole civilisation and theiew'ith uihhi all 
progressive social and politiciai conception whi<h our ancient father* 
had developed and improved out of mere primitive chaos in ideas and 
organisations. It was admitted after a thousand years’ coutroveiwial and 
actual struggle that a repre.seiitative institution supplied even with a 
semblance of jiower and prestige is after all a sacivd temple whose tradi- 
tion and modesty must by all means lie preserved and respected ; and no 
Government has ever any jKiwer to disgrace a meinlier of such an institu- 
tion without proving his offence to the world, and* no nation has ever 
tolerated such a defiance to a popular representative, whom the people 
have thought alnive any such calumnous infamy and therefore elected. 
And this is, Sir, the wide-8pn»ad belief about the meiiilicrs who have been 
put to the prison w ithout any trial or a show' of trial whatsoever. Eeaolu- 
tions have been moved and carried from this House more than once 
demanding their release and condemning the unauthorised move of the 
Government, but yet we have not our friends and colleagues restored to 
us; we have seen our desires not carried out. Our voice — the voire of 
the people has been hushed up, silenced and gagged ; The people have 
been denied their natural right— the right of represenlalion. Their 
representatives had toJiee their own wishes humiliated, their united 
voices crusheil! T%e elementary and primarv' privilege of a repretftn- 
tative Government was denied us. The Government by their oMuinte 
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tyranny was first to destroy the representative character of the Legis- 
lature in this province and we are to take part in a Government whose 
anomalous position cannot be explained nor can be understood. 

But apart from that, apart from every broader consider^itioh, there 
has arisen a question of law as enunciated and enumerated in the Act 
itself ujK)n the provisions of which I shall base my contention chiefly. 
And this Act, Sir, W'as the making of your own, and you too are the custo- 
dians of preserving it to its pristine or 1919 glory, and I will only try to 
show how you have violated the provisions of your own law, have disgraced 
the Act of 1919, in which you have sought shelter always to justify your 
all nefuiious actions. 

It has been clearly stated in section 24, of the Bengal Ele^‘toral Rules 
tGeneral Pi-ovisions), that every person who is elected or nominated Uio 
matter how or when) to be a member of thiis Council will be required to 
make an oath or affirmation of his allegiance to the Crown before he 
actuiilly takes his seat here. Now, vSir, in the caNCS of Babus Satyendra 
('haiidra Mitra and Anilbaraii Ray we have seen tliat the (iovernmeiit 
had accepted their nomination papers and had given their final approval 
to their election too, but yet they are debarred frexr. making the oath of 
allegiance, which is but the next work they are re(iuired to perforin, 
after tliey have been duly electe«l. If (ioverninent were reluctant to allow 
them to make their allegiance, why did they accept at all their nomin- 
ation papers? AVhy did they gazette their names as the representatives 
of the respective constituencies? Government accepte<l their papers, 
and the people’s loyalty to their leaders was tested when they have been 
elected unopposed. But how under these circumstances the (lovernment 
can refuse them their legitimate demand to pariicij)ate in (’ouncil debates 
when they have been duly elected? Again, the seats of the membeiN 
have not been declared vacant, nor can it be done safely. They are still 
hnno fide members of this House and are willing very much to take piul in 
the debate when none of the provisions under section 2(), sub-section / 1) of 
Part VI General l*n»vision (Bengal Electoral Rules) discjualify them for 
doing so. Government cannoT declare their .seats to W vacant nor can 
they call upon the constituencies to elect other representatives, when the 
members are neither willingly absent frtim India, nor they are unable to 
do their duty nor they have died though the Hon’ble Member in the Poli- 
tical Bench would correct me saying that they are civilly dead : nor they 
have accepted any office under the Government save perhaps the honour- 
able office of a criminal overseer in far-off Mandalay to drive out the 
lowing herd of the prisoners when “ the curfew tolls the knell of 
|>arting day nor they have resigned their seats. Fnder these circum- 
staiK'es GoveruHient cannot deny them their legitimate desire to be 
present in this Council and make due allegiance to the Crown and it is 
cer*tainly a grave concern with the dignity of this House, that a willing 
member be prevented from discharging his legislative duties. 
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'y;ity appeal to the Govern ment ii iwo^fold. I have appealed to wider 
ehilesuianalitp of the Government, and have naked them to read the omiii* 
one signa v'rit very large in the dismal faces of a despairing people, and 
amaekmg 4gain to the legal instinct of the Government to reconsider the 
case before they have caused to vaniilh the la^t vestige of patience and 
forbearance from a suffering nation. I have nothing more to say. This 
morning’s paper has published an account of the Vi<vn>y’s »{>ee<'h in Simla 
and he has very much sought the hand of co-<»perHtu»n and good-will and 
not of “menace”. And vou t<Mi, if you simH^rely st*ek them do stdae 
this opportunity of alloying public feelings, that llengal may find conso- 
lation in your stM>thiiig symimthy. I appeal, once more in lending my 
emphatic Hup{H)rt to the resolution, to n*storc the honourable members to 
us, and you will sw the ancient people of Bengal rising equal to the 
(K'casion of n*cognisirig your kindness and showing their unblushed grati- 
tude. 

Mft Mt DAUDs I rise to Mupp<*rf the resoluliiui that* has been moved 
by my friend, Babu Abanish Chandra Ray, and have got certain grounds 
for j/s sup|M*rl. These two gentlemen, Babus Anilbaran Ray and 
S}»tyendfa Chandra Mitra were <letaine<l under Regulation TIT when they 
were sitting ineitihers of this (\»uiicil. I ankcil a (juestion on the 7th 
January last whether these two gentlemen, although tliey were Regula- 
tion prisoners, w'ould he allowed to c*oine to the Council to take pari in 
its deliheiatiims. The Ilon’hle Sir Hugh Stephenson at that time 
replietl that they w«mld not he able to attend the (\)uncil hut no reason 
was given In him. .Vfter some time these two seats were declared vacant 
hy His K.\cellein y the Governor and the (onstituem ies lepreseniwl by 
them were asked to elect their representatives again. Now’, I fail to 
understand why these tw<i gentlemen only were allowetl to stand fi>r 
election although they were Regulation prisoners and although they 
were under detention in jail; hut since they were allowed to stand for 
elec tion from jail and were duly elected hy their consfituencies I do not 
see where the harm is if they are allowed to come to the (4»uncil at 
least to take their oath of allegiance to the Crown. Whether they will 
be allowed to take their seat in this Council is not the qpestijm at 
present. The (luestiou is simply that they be allowed to vome to the 
Council to take their allegiance and T think it is a very simple matter 
and their is no reason why Government should oppose the resolution. 
With these words I beg to support the resolution. 

SabM SARAT CHANDRA DAiU:* ^Consistency, as we have been 
taught from our infancy, if a ruling factor in a man’s conduct. Whether 
he be an individual or aaelK^iation or Government every one expects th|/t 
there should be consistency in that individual or association or Govern* 
ment’s conducif Although W| know and know for a long time that 
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wa^htency had never been a j^aiding factor in the work of the Govern- 
ment of our country still we have got laws in the country to compel 
people to be consistent when they themselves are not willing to abide by 
those laws. We all know that these two gentlemen were .members of 
this Council and when they were Serving as such they were taken away 
from us and sent to prison under a Regulation which ought to remain 
nameless. When their liberty was taken away and they were in jail 
unable to attend Council, their names w ere struck off the list of members 
of this Council on account of this enfojced absence. What happened 
then — they stood for re-election. You know' and we all do know that 
no one can stand for election unless he is permitted by (jovcnimeiit to 
do so. There are certain preliminaries that he has to observe, his 
application has got to be accepted l)y (Government and it is only w hen his 
a]>plication has been accepted that he is permitted to stand. In the 
case of these two gentlemen they were permitted to stand by the tiovern* 
inent and (Government sanctioning their (andidatuie foj* election, they 
were eventually elected and after their election they weie prolnbited 
Iroin coming to the Council to take their oath of allegiance although 
they themselves asked to be brought here for that ])urpose. Now, Sir, 
is this consistency? Does it not violate the first princij>le of law in t^veiy 
civilised country, and that law which guides the ( onduct t)f evei N people 
under the sun, I mean the law of estoppel, (lovennnent have permitted 
these tw'o gentlemen to stand for election, t}icn‘l)\ the> hase sanclioned 
their elet tion and having done so the tilings that come after must follow 
as a matter of course; in other words they must be permitted to act as 
elected members of the Council. While on (he one hand (jovernment 
allow’ them to <'onie in, on the other (lovernment extend thcii hands 
across the dot»r of the (hnincil and prevent them tmm getting in. It 
is a breach of faith, it is a breach of all rules of fair human comhu t and 
it 1 may be permitted to say so it is a breach of law, a breach of honesty, 
not to allow* these gentlemen to come to the Coum il ; the (iovernment 
ought to be stopj,»e<l. The law ought to compel the (iovernment to 
allow* thcvse gentlemen to come in when they have been permitted to 
stand for ele<’tion and been elected. Hut what happens here. It is a 
veritable play of fast and lowe. (Government have been fast in keep- 
ing these gentlemen fast in prison and thereafter the (iovernment have 
been loose in giving effect t<» the ojieration of the law—that has been 
the fate of these tw*o gentlemen. It is a veritable blowing of hot and 
cold at the same time. If these gentlemen have not t ome here, they 
have not come on account of obstruction, because they are now pri.soners. 
They have been debari-ed from coming here on account of circumstances 
over which they have no c'ontrc^l — circumstances which prevent their 
coming here had been in existence even before their elecdimi. So w'hat 
happens is this — that their incarceration is give^l posthumous effect after 
bringing into existence the circumstances of their election to the Council. 
In theae cirenmstanees I submit, Sir, that it is a breaclf of all rules of 
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it in a brearli of that rule of law of eatoppel which ia in forcn 
in ttli eivilisctl countries aiol I Mieve even in unciviliwsil couniriea also; 
the rortjon phoned round them is a violation of all rules of conduct and 
of all niloMHii' laws that are in force in civilis«»d siKueties. 

In tlii" i nnneclion the <ine thinjj that I would wish t«> draw your 
attention to is the purpose ftir nhu h they are asked to he hmught here* 
namely, tahiii}' the oath of allejriance. Can it he said that the (Jovern- 
tnei4 do not want allepriaiue from these pt>s»ple? If (he Ooverniiient 
say that they do not nant alle^iatn e from these people then the (loveru- 
nient will he denying*: |»iotertion to the two elected tiiemheis of (he 
t'ouficil t(» nhich (hey arc entitled on account of (heir allefriaiice. 1 
nevei Sir, (hat allciriancc (o (he (Vowu was suc'h a sin in the 

(lovcTcniicnt (d a countn lluil a man should he prohihited from taking 
the oath of allegiance'. 1 have kneewn of scHlitionists, I have known of 
!ion-co-opct utoj s, 1 have known of ('onspirators, I have known of relads* 

1 have knovvn of ci iiiiifial'', who have withdraxvii their alle^finnce to (he 
Noverei‘,''n hut 1 ha\»‘ not known of any jroverniiient deharrin^ people* 
from (akinc tlM*ii uatii of alh*'o’ance. (Shame, Shame!) I believe such 
a th^jj; as this has iu*n«'i heen known in any <-ountrv in the wculd where 
a man \fan(s to otter hi^ alle^fiame to his sovereign hut the sovereiyfn 
sa\s “ 1 vxon’t accept it ”, 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURi: Not the soveiei|;n hut 

his suliordina f<*s. 

Babu SARAT CHANDRA BA8U: Are these people alien enemies or 
are tl»e\ sulip'cls (»f (lie Ihitish soverei^^n in Imlia? If they are subjects 
of the llriti.sli soveieijifn then they oiij^ht to take the oath of allefriattce, 
they are entitled to do that and the sovereign is hound to acc'ept ikiit 
allegiance. In llie.s<> < ircumstances w ithout taking up any further time 
of the (’oum il- it is mov evening; I will corndude by snyinj; that the 
prohibition <»f these twa» j^entlemeti from taking the* oath of allegiance 
is a violation «d' the very jiiimiple of civilised government under whicdi 
allegiance is to he ottered by (he jcecc^le to the sovereign and the 
sovereign’s duty it is to acce[)t (hat allegiance. 

I At this stage the (’ouncil wais adjourned for 15 minuteM.] 

(After the adjournment. | 

Mr. H. B. SUHRAWARDYs I do ind know from which point of view 
I should best support it. Hut 1 feel I would have ample grouDds lor 
doing so from any reasruiahle jsdnt of view. Firstly, I would do ao 
because we know dhat^t here is absolutely no josilfioation lor ^liir 
incarceration ^t any rate, no justification. There was from tk# point 
of view of Goveniment as (hej^m ere the heart and soul, the i^irit «id tiie 
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fire of the Swaraj morement; juHtification there was because their 
presence inspired and their self-sacrilice enthused. But of the chargee 
that had been levelled against them they are absolutely innocent. I know 
that our voi(?e and our testimony, nay the voice and the t^timony of 
the great tribute of the people, is Ss naught compared with the inspired 
reports of the lowest spy, but I dt> hereliy give my testimony and I speak 
for all the others who knew them, that they were blameless of the 
infamous charges on which they were arrested. Secondly, I would 
support the resolution on all the rational grounds advanced so ably by 
Mr. Sarat (>handra Basu. If you have given them the right to stand, 
the right to be electe<l, you must give them the right to attend. Thirdly, 
I would support the resolution because I want to see them. When the 
figure of Satyendra (/handra Mitra rises before me, so gentle, so kind, 
and yet so brave, T feel a fierce indignation at the injustice that has 
condemned him to a felon’s cell. 1 want to see them to (dasp them by 
the hand, 1 want to congratulate them on tlieir gloiy of martyrdom they 
have attained. 1 want to be inspired by their presence if it is in me to be 
inspired. I know the (b»vernment is afraid of demonstration. All 
Bengal will flock to pay its homage to its leaders ^\yho liave sullered for 
ils sake and we shall pay to them the homage of a suffering pa)pl^' for 
its suffering heroes. 

Mauivi WANED H0S8AIN: 1 do not like to repeat all the facts 
which are well known to the House and the public. 1 shall put four 
(jiiestions of law. 1 hope that the Hon’hle Member in charge will pay 
attention to them and try to solve them. My first (jnestion of law^ is: 
is there any jirovision in the Bengal Ordinance whicli debar a coumdllor 
from taking his oath of allegiaiu’e? The second iM)int is: the Ordinance 
is silent on the point. If the law is silent, under what authority they 
are debarred H 'Die third point is, luiw can the Executive lloveriiiiient 
override the provisions of a positive enactment without a special law (»r 
regulation to abrogate the same? The fourth j)oint is, what would be 
the legal conseijuence for the step taken by Oovernment. If they are not 
produced for taking the oath of aliegiuTue who will he respimsihle for 
such an nciP 

A. Cl BANCRilEE: In supporting the motion liefore the House, 
I first of all must confess that I do not agree with my friend Babu 
Sarat C'handra Basu when he says that the (Government has l>een guilty 
of imHiusistency. On the other hand 1 say that the (Government if any- 
thing has been quite consistent. The (Government under which we live 
has been very consistent in cm-shing the spirit of independence of the 
people. Hovei^ment as we all know bas taken delight in riding a 
oottob-and^four through the liberties and the i^ghtf of the people and 
(Govemtnent is to-day persuing the same policy. In the cases in question 
ill!* Govemment has persued the same pr^licy by robbing two of the 
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mMberft of the House of their Hlierty and of their right to he heard in 
pefieonal defence and to represent their rofistituencies^ Therefore, I my 
that if anything, the (iovernment has Wn very consistent indeed and if 
the Ooveriiment were iH»t so 1 would have la?en much surpriml. We have 
a great deal of profession of syiiipafliy for flie rights and aspirations 
of the people (‘oining from that quarter hut we know that when there 
is gall in the heart there is an unlimited supply of honey so far as their 
tontfue is eoriceriied. liut we are not gtung to 1 h» ilereivecl at this hour 
of toe day. We have lived long enough in faith and ho}>e*lmi our 
faith is gone and hope has disap|»eaivd. We are ihonmghly disillu« 
sionised. 

There are two men against whom then* is not a tittle of evidence. 
We are told that there is evidence enough to convict them. Some dis^ 
tingui.shed oflicials have hM)ked into the evidence iigainst them and they 
have been satisfied as to the guilt of the two ncciiscd members who have, 
however, not lieen given a chance defending themselves — of either 
knowing what the charges are against them or what evidence there exsists 
to support such charges. If there is really any reliable evidence why 
not bring them up for /rial? 

Mrt PRESIDENT* Mr. Hancrj€*<s that is not ipiile reb^vunt. 

Mr. A. C. BANERdEE, Sir. as they are kept in a prison cell, as 
they arc treated as tclons suiclv it is up to us to ask the (lovern- 
meiit to produce such evidence as they have got against these people or 
we should have their company as our <‘olleagues here. Ihider one of the 
Stuart Kings a member of the House of (Nimiiioiis was cast into prison — 
he was sent to the lower under the orders of thi* sovereign — not, mind 
you, under the orders of a brown or white bureaucracy, such as we have 
s<*ate<l over there — hut under the direct order of the sovereign himself, 
hut the Sj)eaker of the House directed that these men should Iw produt^ed 
before the House and In* enabled to take part in its pvoceedings. Where 
is that right of the Speaker of this HouseK If that jHiwer is not vested 
in you, Sir, surely that power must l»e with us. We must <‘all upon an 
unsympathetic and autoiratic (lovernm^t — a (Government which does 
not care a straw for the rights of the people — to allow them to represent 
their iHjnstituencies and to lake their imth. If they are not allowed to 
come here what is the r««ult?' They will l»c* diMiualifled again cm ac- 
txmiit of non-attendance. There will be a fresh eletdion but the same 
gentlemen will again lie returned and you will again say that they can- 
not be brought up here for reasons which are Slate secrets and into 
which we are not permitted to hjok. They will be returned again and 
again and the conseejuapee of it will be that these two cimsii tuenciee 
will go unrepresentid. 4)oes the Act under which this Council has oopie 
into existence contemplate that any constituency should for years go 
uarepreseaiedf 1 should ltl|^ to Iraow how these oonstiinencies are 
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to lie represented if you propose to keep their chosen representatives 
in cUHlody as prisoners without a tittle of evidence against them and 
without giving them an opportunity to prove their innocence — a right 
which is ordinarily not denied even to the worst and the greatest 
criminal. ^ 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGUEY: Sir, a very impoHant 
I)nnciple is involved in this resolution. We are not so much anxious 
w hether l^^hese meml)er8 actually attend the current sessions or the next 
scssicjns hut we are desirous of clearing the atmosphere of one great 
ainnnaly. The law as has been explained hy the mover of the resolution 
is clear on the fwint. Itule 24 of the llt^gal Klecdoral Kules requires 
(ivery person who is ele<‘ted to the Council to take the oath or aflinnation 
ot his allegiance to the (/lown. Rule 25 states the effect of subsequent 
(lisahilities by which the seat of any such inemb<*r can l>e declared to 
be vacunt. Jiustly, rule 2(» explains the proccduie that will l)e adopted 
in case the seat of a purticuiur ineuilwr is declared vacant. The methods 
by whi(dj a seat is declared vacant aie — absence from India, inability 
to attend to duty, death and resignation. Of these modes tlie only clause 
I hut may apply to tlie case of these two members is their inabilify to 
attend to their duty. Now, may I ])ut tlie ])lain and simple (|uestioii — 
on wb(»m d<»es tlie jesponsibility for their inability to attend rests? 
(Certainly not on the absent memlM*rs themselves, for they wt'ie and are 
(piite willing to attend and even applied for permission to attend. Does 
not tlien (be resjumsibility for their compulsory absence lie entirely with 
(he Ooverninent ami (fovernment alone, ('an we the memlxus of the 
(/ouncil look upon with eijuaiiimity and without a protest at (lie eiratic, 
high-handed and illegal prm'edure adopted by (lie liureauciacy in power. 
vSummons are sent to them, hut (lovernment does not allow' them to sit. 
The authorities are thereby stultifying themselves. Is this not an- 
other of these innumerable instances in which (lovernment displays an 
utter want of responsibility and an absolute lack of responsiveness 
for the fet'liiigs and sentiments of the jamplc of tlie land? Srijuls Aiiil- 
Imraii and Satyendra ('liaiidra have Wn returned as representatives of 
their constituencies twice, thereby proving conclusively that they enjoy 
the unstinted confidence of their resiwctive constituencies. But how' lias 
the Government rec ipiwated this confidence of the people — by incar- 
cerating the members in jail — by not allowing these repre.sentatives to 
sit in the Omncil and thereby depriving thousands of people of the 
benefit of their right of representation in the Omm il. 

Sir, it is not up to us to stand upon our rights if any, and tell the Gov- 
ernment in umn4fit«kable language that we would not and we must not be 
bamlKioxled by Die hollow mockery of so-called eleidion if the elected 
pelbons are not permitted to sit by us in the Oouitf-il (^hamlier. We should 
go further and de<dare that such detentions without trial of beloved re- 
presentatives of the people are unworthy ol a Government which claims 
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and poaea itself to be a civil ttied Goventment. From our past experieuce 
w« can very well foretell ibe fate which mi^ht l)e in store for the rt*com- 
inendations of the elef'ted representatives of Bengal. But we must not 
be dauhte<^ by those (‘onsideintions. Gur selLrespe<*t deinauds and our 
manhood exptM ts that notwithstundiiig our rec<»mmendations fulling flat 
on ^he Government ; notwithstanding the chance that such an opinion' of 
the (Nmn<*il will Ik» ignoied with impunity and prolmldy with ccmtempt 
we must pass the rcmduHon by a ( humping majority. 

Sir, the morning paf>ers have published the long expected aiul imich 
drummed assurance by the Viceniy. Well, we Swarajists had never 
entertained any misgivings alnml the saiid aiiiioum*emeiit and so^t did 
not < (>me ii|Km us in tlic nature of a siirpiise. But all the same when the 
olive hranch of f»eace and c<i-(»|H*ration has Imhui prominently pul forward 
hy the V’iteroy what hotter opimrfunity can there In* than to lestojv 
our ahvsent friends to us as early as practicable as an earnest of the 
Government’s sincerety in its promises. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: So much has lu'en saiil on this resolu- 
lioii^thai I do not Wiiyt to say more than one or two words. Doubt has 
arisen ift our fiiiiid us to wh<» is the Governor of this Province. I umler- 
stand that summonses have been sent t^) these members in tlie name of 
Mis Kx<ellcm*y Lord Lytton. Hut the llon’ble Member-in-ebarge Kir 
Hugh Stephenson, who is resp<insihle for their detention says n(», they 
may not attend, though we understaml that Sir Hugh Stephenson is m)t 
yet the (io\einor of tliis provim e - fortunately. I want to know this, 
that wlieii .summons have been sent in the mime of the Governor who 
is hra\e enoiigli in this Piovime to prevent them from obeying the 
summons. 

’I'he second (udiit that has aristMi in my mind is this; I think ~ and 
1 want this House to consider it very eurefully — that it is a very effei tive 
uca|Mm in the hands <»f the urhitrtiiy hureauciacy of this country to 
lisp — I nav it is an executive wea|HUi uguinsi an obslnrclivc opfKrsition. 

T know — and I am as sure of it us I am here — that in the next elect irm 
our party will (<»nie here with a clear ii^ujority .and at the same time 1 
feel that the same weapon will Ik* uh«mI Irei ause after all it is a very easy 
way to prevent meiiilrers from taking their oath in this Houm; and thus 
firevent them from taking their seats. In these cireumstances I want 
to commend this resolution for the acceptam e of this House. 

MIMBER In otiirge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Itio Honnilo 
Sir Hugh Stephonson): Sir, befor** dealing with this resfdution I 
would like first of all to say a word or two about Mr. Basu’s speech. 
Mr. Basu may he very st|ong in law — I am not a snfflr tent judge of law to 
pass an opinion on* that— but be ii lamentably weak in facte. I have 
never heard itfuggested—and I have heard a good many denunciations of 

t 



m 


RESOIitJTIONS. 


[2l9r Am 


the Reformed constitution as a sham — but I hare never even heard it 
suggested that no one can stand as a member without the permission 
of Government. Anybody who is qualified can stand as a member. 
And nobody can prevent him standing. The Returning Officer must 
* declare him elected if he is qualified and is the only candidate or gets 
the majority of votes and if he is elected Government must announce 
his election on the certification of the Returning Officer in the Calcutta 
Gazette. The whole of Mr. Basu’s speech w’as based upon that error 
of fact and the whole of it therefore falls to the gmund. 

Then, Sir, something has been said alnmt the issue of summonses to 
members^ The Governor in Council has nothing to do with the summon- 
ing of mernlwrs to this Council. The summonses are issued by the Se(*re- 
tary to the Ccmncil. The Governor in Council has no knowledge of 
them. It is the Secretary of the Coumdl wdu> issues them. 

Mr.A. C. BANERilEE: May 1 ask whether or not it is by the com- 
mand of His Kxcellen<*y that the summons are issued. 

TtM Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Coming to the facts they 
are these: Government has deemed it necessary in ihe interest of pi’,blic 
security to restrain the liberty of these two gentlemen. Their attendance 
ill this (Council to perform their iluties is incompa<ible with that restraint. 
It was thought that inasmuch as these gentlemen were elected by two 
coiistitu(‘in‘ies before they w<‘re arrested and prevented fifon carrying 
out their duties it was only right to giv<’ those eonstituemdes an oppor- 
tunity of saying whether they would prefer to be represented by those 
two members who could m»t attend to their duties or would prefer to 
have two representatives wh(» would be able to attend to their duties. 
Therefore umler the rules His Kxeelleney tlie (lovernor declared the seats 
vacant in order to give the ccmsfituencies their choice. The constituen- 
cies have made their ehoice and His Excellency the Governor does not 
pro[K)He to take any^further action on that. He does not pro^Kwe ther<^ 
fore to declare' the seats vae'aiit again. The constituencies now with the 
full knowledge that the gentlemen they have elected will not, at the 
present inennent at all events, be able to attend to their duties in this 
Council, have eleedeei them and the Governor has no wish W’hatsoever 
to declare the seats vacant. Well, Sir, these are the facts. As the gentle- 
men will l>e unable to attend to tbeir duties in this Council, there is 
no jmssible object in bringing them here to take the oath of allegiance. 

BldNI AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; May we l>e enlightened under 
what law or rule these gentlemen are prevented fnim attending the 
Council ineetiiigsy That w’as a question put by some of my friends 
here, but it has not been answered. ♦ 

TN Hon*M Sir HUGH STEPHENSON ; The Bengal Criminal Uw 
(Amendment) Act of 1925. 
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r*p"“ M R«.v waK <he„ put and tha 

Eralile the Pi'esideiit declared that the “ Ayes " had it. 


Mauifi MO. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY claimed a division, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will not allow you to vote in the “ Aye ’* Inhhv 
as you have ehalleugrecl my decision. 


Aauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I don t . aiv I want 

to see what meiiiWi-s arc ^^oin^r fo vote aKsiinsi (he resolution. 


A division was then (aken with (he tollowin^ result: 


AYEft-64, 


Addy, BAbu Amulya Ohons. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Najmuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Tayebuddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Zannoor. 

All, Maulvi Sayytd Sultan. 

Bagehi, Babu Romes Chandra. 

BakiB, maulvi Kader. * * 

Banerjea,* Dr. Pramathanath. 

Banorjee, Bab«| Satya Kishors. 
Banerite, Mr. A. C. 

Basu, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Bose, Babu Beioy Krishna. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Saiysd Abdur Rob. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 
Chowdhury, Maulvi Fa<lal Karim 
Chunder, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. 

Das, Or. Mohini Mohan. 

Oas Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Oaita, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Baud, Mr. M. 

Oey, Babu Boroda Presad. 

Gafur, Maulvi Abdul. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 
Haidar, Mr. f. N. 


HoQue, Maulvi Sayedul. 

Hossain, Maulvi Wahed. 

•loardar, Maulvi Aftab Moseain. ' 
Khan, tabu Debendra Uil. 

Khan, Maulvi Abdur Rasehid. 

Khan. Maulvi Amanal. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin. 

Lai Mahammed, Na|i. 

Many, Babu Mahendra Nath. 

Masih, Mr. Sytd M. 

Mukerjta, Babu Taraknoth. 

Nasktr, Babu Hem Chandra. 

NeoBt, Babu Manmohon. 

Pahlowan, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Quader, Maulvi Abdul. 

Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Oeb. 

Bey, Beko Akeelsli SkeRdre. 

Ray, Babu Surendra Hath. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sarkar, tabu Hemania Kumar. 

Barker, Babu Haliniran|an. 
tuhrawardy, Dr. A. 

•ubrawardy, Mr. N. g. 

Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Uddin. 


N0E8— 24. 


Addamk-Williams, Mr. C. 

Birtoy, Mr. L. 

Campboll, Mr. K. 

Cbaudburi, Nawab Bahadur Baiyid Nawab 
Ali, Kban Babadur. 

Do, Mr. K. C. 

Oey, Mr. G. D. 
imtl, Mr. G. t. 

Emorton, the Non‘Me Mr. T. 

Fbr«Biii, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. 
GbbtMvi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Abmod 
Kban. 

Ouddi, Mr. S. W. 

Hag, Kbaa Babadur Mti abbind. 


Hopkyat, Mr. W. g. 

Jameo, Mr. P. E, 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. 

Liisdoay, Mr. 4. H. 

Moniia, Or. N. W. B. 

OatoN, Mr. E. P. 

Rabim, tbo Haa'bto tir Abd-ur*. 

Ray, tbo Haa*Mo Mabaraja Bahadur 
Kibauniab Chaiidra, at Madia. 

Ray, Mr. B. N. 

Iti pb k Bkaa , the Hoa'Mo Mr Huib. 

Wiioaa, Lt^-CaL R. P. 

Woa dh o a d, Mr. 4. A. 


The AyesTieing 54 ami tjje Noes 24 the motion wa» carrietl 
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Mr. A. G« iAIlEflJEf: May I aak yoii one question? Wili yon 
issue notices like the Speaker of the House of Commons to bring these 
two gentlemen over here to take their oath of allegiance and attend the 
Council meetings? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I am sorry, Mr. Banerjee, your Speaker haa^ot 
got that power. I shall be glad if you can get it for me. 


Prorogatioii. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have it in (‘ommand from His Excellency the 
(jfovenior to announce that the Bengal 1 legislative C/Ouncil stands 
I)t‘or(»gued. 


ft. Q. i,6oo-~or a a « othm 
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;ti. 


CtnnHlar, Mr. Nirmal Chandra 

.Uieiidame of Messrs. .Anilharan Hay 
and Satyendra Chandra Mitra in 
the Cent lull, 417. 

Women suffrage, 304. 

Coal indiiatry, 25 

Ctoatna traflio in Calcutta, 345. 

Cocdinc traAo in Calcutta and claowhcrc, 

263. 

Camilla Hcapital, 113. 

Ccmmunication frem His Eictllcnoy how 
to rootivo in Cotmcil, 267, 284. 

Cciiditiofi of roads within ChittafOfig 
Municipality, 263. 

ConlMantiol •action of tho Soncal Qovom* 
luont Pr a i a, 135, 

ConUnamont of Uil Khoka, a tranaparta* 
tian priionar in •ortiamparo Mental 

Haapital, 44. 

CinwiMptian af ifiuiii, 251. 

C op fi i ti and tfpiats, 351. 




OaMflafa and typiata of oMirta and adIP 
•aription to ProvidMit Ptind, 59. 

Coreonn, Mr. t. 4 * 

Condition of roods within Chittagong 
Miinunpality, 263. 

Development of the Port of Chitta* 
gong, 221. 

Coat of rtmoval of Prtaa from Writart* 
•uiidinia to Aliporo, 41. 

Coat of pioooiirorli oatahliahmant and 
tuporviang itaft In tho Proat, 39. 

Coat of printing and tho mimbir of 
emoart in the Praia, 40. 

Orlmhiil easii la MitnadlfanJ ttiaaa, 32. 

Criminal ohargat against offlcora of tin- 
gal Pollco Force, 100. 

Dacca Municipality, 347. 

Dacca Univaraity (Amendment) ■III, tOtS, 

7H. 


Dafadara and Chaukldart of Union 
•oardi, 46. 

Oik aungalow at Madaripur, 125. 

Danftr tignal an thawanipora Haad 
■ridga, 42. 

Oankuni Canal, 34. 

Oaa, Dr. Mohinf Mohan 

Ar-eoinmodation of students of depresied 
cImsims* in Government hcmUtli, 42. 
^ruumpiion of opium, 251. 

D&k Bungalow at Madaripur, 125. 
Distriet Agricultural Offioera, 111. 
Knglinh dishes and Indian rufraahmont 
on inland steamers, 43. 

Kxeise policy, 323. 

Honorary Magistrate Babu Chandra 
Biiash Mukerjee, of Gopalganj, 125* 
Mai) service to and from Chikandi, 
250. 

Steamer service for (Siikandi, 82. 
W'aittng-roojns at Tarpaaa )uiiftk>n, 
56. 

Women suffrage, 801. 
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Oftttft, labu Auai tflumlra 

Attendance of Messrs. Anilbaran Ray 
and Satyendra Chandra Mitra in 
the Council, 418, 430. 

Cocaine traffic in Calcutta and else- 
irhere, 203. 

Comilia Hospital, 113. 

Dacca University (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, 140. 

Payment of expenses to jurors, 126. 

Pecuniary jurisdiction of Munsifs 
courts, 259. 

Point of order, 267. 

Purchase of paper by Government, 43. 

Question of retransferring Sylhet and 
Cachar to Bengal, 44. 

Retransfer of Sylhet to Bengal, 308, 
312. 

Daud, Mr. M. 

Appointment of Muhammadans in the 
24-Parganas Oollectorate, 128. 

Appointment of Muhammadans to the 
Posts of Sub-Inspector of Calcutta 
Police, 246. 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Calcutta 
Police, 319. 

AtUmdance of Messrs. Anilbaran Kay 
and Satyendra Chandra Mitra in the 
Council, 421. 

Cocaine traffic in Calcutta, 345, 346. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police, North 
District, Calcutta, 106. 

Employment of Muhammadan lawyers 
as public prosecutors and Govern- 
ment pleaders at Alipore, 381. 

Government pleaders at Alipore, 380. 

Howrah Bridge Bill, 1924, 68. 

Muhammadan employees in various 
courts at Alipore, 98. 

DMth af Khan Bahadur Miria Shujdat 

All Bail 240. 

Da m anda far granta— 

9,— Registration, 164. 

16, — Irrigation — Other revenue expen- 
diture financed from ordinary 
revenue, 164. 

29. — General Adminiairation, 170. 

24.— ‘Admlnistratiott of Justice, 178. 

fifi.-^ails and Convict Settlementa, 

26,— PoUoe, 851. 

81.— ISdocation, 357. 


Domaiidt far grairti— 

32. >-Medical, 364. 

33. — Public Health, 865. 

34. — Agriculture, 366. 

36. — Industries, 368. 

37. — Miscellaneous Department, 869. 
41. -Civil Works, 369. 

46.— Stationery and Printing, 876. 
Expenditure in England — High Com- 
missioner, 376. 9 

Loans and Advances, 376. 

Deputy and 8ub*Daputy Collactort, 51, 

261. 

Deputy Cemmieeiener of Polioe, North 
Dietriot, Calcutta, 106. 

Diputy*Pratidant (Dr. A. Buhrawardy) 

Bengal liocal Self-Government (Amend- 
n>ent) Bill, 1925, 161, 162. 

Demand for grant — 

8. - Forests, 163. 

' f 

Detective ttaff in dletrioti, 37. * ^ 

D4tenu Jiteeh Chandra Lahirl, 242. 
D4tenu Saohindra Nath Sanyal, 101. 

Development of the Pert of Chittagong, 

218. 

Dey, Babu Boroda Prasad 

Ib’ngal Executive Service, 33. 

Grants to the Calcutta University, 280. 
Provincial Judicial Service, 83. 

Question of iK>sting an I.M.S. officer 
at Serampore, 257. 

Keclainatiun of the Samswati, 26. 
Routine for special visitors of jails, 
63. 

Septic tank effluent discharge into the 
Hooghly, 128. 

Visit of jails by jail visitors, 62. 

Difohargad eirole aehool pandits, 20. 

Ditehargid probatienan of civil oourto In 
Rangpur, 27. 

Diapanakig with tha e a r vieae gf 
Mr. A. R. Malik in tha AgriouNural 
Dapartmant, 106, 184. 

Diatriot AgrirJituni Oflioan, ill. 

Diatriet Magiitrata ol^daoMro BoMb^ 
oaurtfi in hit prhnita ahondbar, 821. 
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Altendance of Meflon. Anilbanui Hay 
and Satyendra Chandra Mitra in the 
Council, 429. 

Bengal Cattle Bill, 1925, 199. 

Bengal Higha^ays Bill, 19^, 77. 

Bengal Local Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1025, 192. 

Dacca Univergity (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, 155, 157. 

Demands for grants — 

15, — Irrigation — Other revenue ex- 
{xmdituro finniuH'd from ordinary 
revenue, 1(19. 

22. — General Administration, 172. 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlementa, 
181, 182. 

26. -Poliee, 356. 

Exemption of theatres and cinemas from 
amusements tax, 410. 

F<»rmation of a committtH' to revise 
certain Bengal Arts, 3W 
Women suffrage, 
a 

Donald Committaa'a raoammandation, 31. 

Danald Cammittaa'a raaatnmandatiafi aa 
ta the pay af Subardinat# Civil Sarviaa, 

31. 

Danald Cammittaa Rapart, 111, 244. 

Dradcing af Nadia rivara, 55. 

Elactian af Kumar 8hib gbakharatwar 
Ray ta the past af Praaidant, 5. 

Elaotian af Praaidant, 3. 

Eligibility af nan^Brahman aaata ta iti* 
panda far Sanskrit aduaatian, 256. 

Emarton, ttia Han’bla Mr. T. 

Access to third and inter class passen- 
gers on the Eastern Bengal Railway 
platforms, 117. 

Accident in a Serampore Jnte Mill, 35. 
Alleged unemployment of mill-hands 
of the Tittaghur Paper Kill Company, 
48. 

Analysis of medicines to estimate the 
drug and alkaUndal co%t«nts, 11. 
Anglo-lodiait lady typiyis and etano- 
graphers in OoAmment offioea in 
Oal^Ua, 1#. 


Efnaraan, tlit Nwi'Ms Mr. T« 

Barrackixire Trunk Road, l>um Dum 
Road and Jeaaore Hoad, 884. 

Bengal Highways Bill, 1998, 69, 70, 
71, 72. 78, 74, 75, 77, 78. 

Causea of strike in Riahra Jnta Mills, 

36. 

Coal industry, 26. 

Ck>nftdeiitial Hec^tion the Baagal 
Government Press, 186. 

('onsumpiion of opium, 25). 

of piece-work establishment and 
su)>ervising staff in the Press, 89. 
(VMt of printing and the number eff 
offit^'fs in the Press, 40. 

Cost of removal of Press from Writars* 
Buildings to Alipore, 41. 

Danger signal on Hhowanipur Road 
Bridge, 42 

Demands for grants — 

31 Kdu{'ntion, 860. 

37. -'Mis(‘eUnneous Dt^jiarimeiits, 869. 
4!.-Civil Works, 309, 374. 375. 

46. Stationery and Printing, 376. 
ExiMUiditim* III England, 376. 
lAiaiis and Advanctis, 370. 
Dcvidopineiit of tlu* Port of Chittagong, 
224. 

Englisit dishes and Indian refreshment 
on iidaiid steamers, 43. 
Eniertairiineut tax, 30, 

Excise jHilicy, 324. 

Exemption of theatres and cinemas 
from amusements tax, 407, 410. 
Faridpnr railway station, 260. 

Grand Trunk Road, 23. 

Howrah Bridge Bill, 1924 , 6), 09, 
Indian mcnantile and industrial repra* 
Mentation Sri the Calcutta Port Oom- 
miKsion, 2H. 

Khulna-Burisat steamer serrioe, 61. 

• Ixicaiion of excise shops, 184, 185. 

Mail serriee* to and from Obikandl, 

250. 

Memorial of All-Bengal Ministerial 
Offif'ers’ Conference, 19. 

Non-inclusion of piece-work oompoai* 
tors and binders in 1928 rerisUm, 40. 
Percentage limitations imposed on the 
time-scale of fiey of niiiiisteria) 
officers, 19. 

Proposed bureau for r«oruitm«Bt of 
laaoars, 27, 

Publio Accounts Committoe, 199425, 
60. 
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Emmrmt, $h» Non*Mt Mr, T. 

Parchase of paper by Governmenti 43. 
Railway connection to Kawabganj, 105. 
Kate of increment of pay of lower 
grade rniniateriai offioera, 20. 

Kates of charges on goods on Port 
Trust Railway between Howrah and 
Bhalimar, 351. 

Reduction in the piec«>work establish* 
ment in the liengul Government 
Press, 37. 

Regent Telephone system, 243. 
Bantragachi'Bistiipur Chord Railway 
project, 23. 

Savings «ffec?ted by retrenchment, 10. 
Site of a mosque within the Chittagong 
Court compound, 415. 

Steamer service between Lalgola Gh&t 
and Mulda, 321. 

Steamer service for Chikandi, 32. 
Strike of engineering employees of 
H.S.N. and B.l.S.N. Companies, 48. 
Telegraph office at Mehendiganj thana, 
32. 

Transfer of the management of mail 
and passenger services between Jaga* 
nathganj and Berajganj Gh&t Sta- 
tions, 204, 

Use of indigeiu'ouH articles in Govern- 
ment ofli(’e8, 20. 

AVaiting-riMuns at Khulna Steamer 
Gh&t, 26. 

Waiting-rooms at Tarpasa junction, 
67. 

EmploymMt of Muhimmadan lawyori 
•• publio proMoutori oml Oovornmont 
ploodori at AHporo, 381. 

CngMaii diahot and Indian rofroafimant 
on Inland atoamora, 43 . 

Cntortainmont tax, 30. 

EttaMialiiiiont of modioav aohoola with 
hoapitala, 28. 

Exolao policy, 323. 

txomption of thoatroa and oinomaa from 
•m ui o m a n ta tax, 397. 

Ixnoliot^tatiofi Walla in llalahahi dit* 
triot, 948. 

ExtanaiM of aarvioa of Khan tahadur 
AMhiil lalam, liiapoator»«aiiaral of 
n o a l at ratlon, 91. 


Extanaion of ttia » provMons of tha Muo 
aalman Wahf Aot to tha Provineo of 
■anial, 204. 

Faridpur railway atation, 260. * 

Filing of “ vakalatnama " or ** agant* 
nama ” in oortihoata oaaaa, 252. 

Financial aaaiatanoa to raiao tha pay of 
taaohing ataff of aohoola, 255. . 

Formation of a oammittoo to roviaa oor 
tain Bengal Acta, 382. 

Forraatar, Mr. J, Campball. 

Kxemptiun of theatres and cinemas from 
amusementH tax, 398, 406, 410. 

Free primary education, 104. 

Free primary education within muni- 
cil>al areas, 58. 

Women suffrage, J103, 313. 

Gafur, Mauivi 

Mussulman Wakf Act, 1923, ' 216. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath 

Attendance of Messrs. Anilbaran Ray 
and Satyendra Chandra Mitra in the 
Council, 126. 

Demaml for grant — 

22— General Administration, 170. 
Exemption of theatres and cinemas 
from amusements tax, 404, 

Grant to the Calcutta University, 234. 

Ghuznavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmad 
Khan 

Dacca University (Amendment) Bill, 
1926, 85, 86. 

Site of a mosque within the Cliittagong 
Ceurt compound, 412, 413. 

Women suffrage, 291. 

Govarmiwnt plaadart at Aliparo, 880. 

Grand Trunh Road, 23. 

Grant to tho Calcutta Unhrariity, 984. 

Quha, Mr. F. N. 

Howrah Brrdge BUI, 1994, 6S. 
Muhammadat* mepbera of Jetaore Dili 
trict Board, 186. 

Women auffrage, 801. 
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Htam, Mr. t. •!« 

ABflgad extentton of wnrke to gHnn 
fi*h«dtir Aminul loUm, 117. 
Appointittoiit from th« Bor to tb« listed 
posts, 13, 14. 

Appointment of lawyers to District 
JpdKeslitp, 57. 

Criminal charges against ofiloers of 
Bengal Police Force, 100. 

Ext^sion of servk-e of Khan Bahadur 
Aminnl Islam, Inspector-General of 
Registration, 21, 23. 
Inspector-General of Registration, 101, 
Ia*e Commission recommeiulatiuns, 1,3. 
Mr. Hogg and certain allegations con- 
nested a'ith Chnrmanair incidents 
9, 10 

Posting of a constable in front of 
Stntrxmnn office, 108. 

Prosecution of Protap Chandra Guhn 
Ray, 8. 9 

Transfer of Sub-Registrars, 24. 

Haq, Khar^ Bahadur Kaxf ^ahlrut 

Daffn Unirersity (Amendment) Bill, 

I)is|)en‘<ing with the servict's of 
Mr. A. 11. Malik in the Agricultural 
Department, 10(». 

V(ik4tlnt ntimn or (iticnfunmn in c'eriifi- 
cate cases, 20o. 

Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul 

Alleged illeg.nl cliarges by officers of 
landlords, 253. 

Allowances and attendances of mem- 
lK*rH of Beiignl 1/C‘gishittve Council, 
129. 

Bengal Cattle Bill, 1925, 199. 

Bengal Highways Bill, 1925, 70. 

Bengal Tenancy Act (Amendment) Bill, 
346. 

Demands for grants — 

15. — Irrigation— -Other revenue ex- 
penditure hnanced from ordinary 
revenue, 165, 167. 

25. — Jails and Convu*t Settlements, 

^0. 

31.— Fxliication, 358, 360. 

Filing of vfikulatnamfi or wjrninama 
in certificate craifes, 252. 

Formation of a committee to revise 
certain Bengal Act^ 38^ 
Muhammailens in the Tippera Collecv 
torate, 830. • 
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Mussalman Wakf Act, 1923, 207, 
Retranafcr of SylJiet and Oanhar to 
Bengal, 311. 

Transfer of certain villages from Miin* 

• ahiganj to Tippera, 831. 

Women suffrage, 305. 

Health of ddtanu Mr. B. C. BoM, 31. 

Holidtyt to and arrangamafitt for txtra 
food for Muhammadan pr ia otta n 
an “ idml-PHr ’• and •• IdiirliBw 

52. 

Hanarary Mafiatrata Babu Ohandra 
Bilaah Mukarlaa, af Oapalganl, 135. 

Haqua, Mauivi Bayadul 

Ih'iigii! I/<»(«1 iS*>)f-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill. 1925, IWh 

Hoasain, Mauivi Wahad 

Atteiidaiue of Messrs Aiiilbaran Bey 
tiiid Siityendrii (3uuidr» Mitra in the 
(ouiKil, 424. 

niiciji riiiversity (Amendment) Bill, 
• 1925, 94. 

Extension of the provisions of the Mum- 
Hiitmnn Wakf Act to the Provim-e of 
Thmgjil, 201, 217. 

Howrah Bridge Bill, 1924, 01. 

Huq, Mauivi A. K. FaxHil 

Diu'cii rniversity (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, 90, 130. 


Huq, Mauivi Ekramul 

AlKihtion of <*«‘rtaiii tliamis of the Mur- 
shidtibud disfrict, 54. 

Allegi-d committee to consider water- 
hyuf'inth probh-rn, 54. 

IhsiKuiKing with the nervices of 
Mr. A. R. Mnlik in Bengal Agricul- 
tural IVjMirtment, 1,34. 

(irnnt to the Calcutta University, 263. 

McHHures to comfwd cultivators to ro* 
move water-hyai'iiitb, 333. 

Metikal school at Berhampore, 833, 
333. 

Mussulman Wakf Act, 1933, 308. 

Procee<]ings and findings of Water- 
hyacinth Committee, 117. 

Transfer of certain poliee-atatlona^from 
Radar to Tjalbagh Siihdiyialon, si. 

Water-hyacinth as a tnaoure, 64. 
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InooiM primary aduoatimiy 118. 

Indian maroantll# and induatrial repra* 
Mntation on tho Calcutta Fort Com* 
mimioni 27. 

InipootorOonoral of Rogiitration, 101. f 

Inopoctor Madan Mohan Chakrawarty, 

120 . 

lnapM)tor of Civil Votorinary Dopartmont, 

60. 

Introduotion of olMtivo ayatom in Sogra 
Diftriot Soard, 244. 

Irrigation aohomoa for Howrah diatriot, 

60. 

Jamao, Mr. F. E. 

Hale of cocaine in Calcutta, 

210 . 

Dacca University (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, 9(1, 150. 

Kxeniption of theatres and cinemas 
from nmusi'ments tux, 397, 408. 
Howrah Bridjse Bill, 1924 , 63. 

Jiu'ome towards jirirnary education, 
IIH. ^ 

Location of excise shops, IHl. 

Proposed Ix'per Colony at Midnnpore 
and extension of <Mirative treatment, 
113. 

Savin^js elfecttKl by retrenchment, 10, 
AVoincn snffiaKe, 296. 

Joardar, Maulvi Aftab Hottain 

Attack on the founder of Islam by a 
book named “ Satyn Dharma Niru- 
pan ”, 119. 

C^onfinement of Lnl Khokn, a trans- 
portation prisoner in Berhnmpore 
Mental Hospital, 44. 

DretlKing of Nadia rivers. 5.5. 

Katia thana, abolition of, 115. 

Khaitan, Babu Gobi Proud 

Bengal Hindu Public Trusts Bill, 1925, 

m. 

Diurn University (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, 92, 96, 142. 

Dtmmnd for grant — 

31. — Kdncaiiuu, 360. 

Development of tlu» Port of Chittagong, 
223. 

Formation of a rominitt«e to rerise 
cevtain Bengal Avia, 388. 

Grant to tl»e C^Uvutta University, 281. 


Khan, Maulvi Abdur Rioohid 

Barrackpore Trunk- Road, Dum Dum 
Road and Jessore Road, 334. 
Howrah Bridge Bill, 1924, 64» 


Khan, Maulvi Amanat 

Free primary education within muni- 
cipal areas, 68. 

Mnghi survey records of Chittagong, 
253. 

Site of a mosque within the 
gong Court compound, 411, 416. 

Khan, Maulvi Mahi Uddin 

Discharged probationers of civil courts 
in Rangpur, 27. 

Khulna* Bar iul Stumer Serviu, 61. 


Lai Mahammad, Halt 

Mulmnimadan Assi.stnni Jailors, 254. 

Lm Commiuion recommendationa, 13. 


Location of exciu ahopt, 184. , 

Maghi survey records of Chittagong, 263. 
Mail service to and from Chikandi, 250. 


Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath 

U .j>Msls ami tyi)ists, 351. 

(’oyi>ists and typists of courts and 
subscription to Provident Fund, 59, 
Suadiglii and (jangakliaii Khals, 45. 

Masih, Mr. Syed M. 

Admisjion into Calcutta Medical Col- 
lege, 340. 

Fandpur railway station, 260. 

Meiiihcrs of District Boards and Muni- 
(ipahties, 261. 

Public Aci-ouiits Committee, 1924-26, 
60. 

Meaeuru to compel cultivators to ramova 
waterhyaointh, 332. 

Mediul School at Borhamporo, 332, 333. 

Modiul School at Hooghly, 185. 

Mombort of Oietrict Boordo and. Muni* 
oipalitiot, 261. 

Momorial of AlFBongal MinistoHil 
OfHoort' Conforonu, 19. 

Mootafo from Hit Exoolionoy tho Sovor* 
nor how to roooivo in Counoil, 8«. 

284. * 
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Mitrfti MiMi J^ftndni Ntth 

Bhaimb Scheme, . 134. 

KeclanHition of tlie Bhairab and other 
dead of Jessore, 281. 

Mitttr, Sir Provtsh Chundtr 

Grant to the Calcutta University, 277. 

Hoorrah Bridge Bill, 1924, 63, 64. 

Mortnoy Dr. H. W. B. 

Analysis of roedicines to estimate the 
drug and aiknioidal conteiitK, 11. 

Anglo-Indian lady typist and steno- 
graphers in Government oflrK*es in 
Calcutta, 12. 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Calcutta 
Police, 321. 

Bengal Cattle Bill, 1925, 198. 

Bengal Pasture Bill, 1925, 2(K). 

Bengal Phuka Bill, 197, BW. 

Calcutta Kent (Amendment No. II) 
Bill, 1925, 201. 

I)ac<‘u University (Amendment) Bill, 
Bl^.5, 141, 142, 143. • • 

Demand# for grants -- 
22.-- General .\dniinistration, 171. 
31. — Kducation, .‘158. 

Exci.se policy, .'I'lO. 

Grant to the Calcutta University, 
276. 

Ileservations in Government offit'es for 
employment of Anglo-Indians and 
depressed clasM*s, 14, 15. 

Women suffrage, 288. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1920, 
114. 

Motor Votifotoo Oopartmont, 344. 

Mr. Hogg and oortain allogationi con* 

nootod with Charmanair incldonta, 9. 

Midiaiimiadan Awistant dailort, 254. 

Muhammadan Commiwfonort of dotioro 

MunioipaKty, 15. 

M uhammada n am p loy o oi in various sourto 

at Alipori, 9B. 

Muhammadan Matrioulato ICawu m oo s , 

49. 

Muhammadifi m ombsrs af daaaira Oiw 


Muhaamiadant in tha TiMpara OaNai- 
torato, .330. 

Muhorjoa, Babu Taraknath 

Admission into Mt^lical Collefce, (lal* 

^ cuttu, 258. 

Arraugeinents for aixximmodation of 
visitors utifuiding foothall matches 
on the Calcutta maids n, 247. 

Dafadars and C'haukidars of Union 
Boards, 46. 

Dankuni (5inai, 34. 

Forinntiuii of a <-ummilU*i^ to rt*vis« 
certain IWngul .\cts, 382, .395. 

Frw primary iHlueation, 104. 

Grand Trunk Hoad, 23. 

Medical School at Hooghly, 185. 

Posting of a Suh-Assistant Surgeon in 
(harge of .tramhagh Dispensary, 
322. 

He-excuvutioii of a canal near Sugan- 
dhya Union in Hcwighly, 47. 

Saiitragachi-Bistupiir Chord Huilway 
project, 23, 

SaruHwati and Kniia Nadi, 47, 

Union Ih*nclH*s and Courts in Hooghly, 

• i;i5. 

Murthidahad, aholition af oartain thanai 

in, .54. 

Nasktr, Babu Ham Chandra 

AccommiMlutiuii of football match 
visitors 111 Calcutta rnuidan, 335. 

All(«gc*<l ('ocaine tra/Hc in Calcutta, 189. 

Plying of lorri(*s and busies on District 
Board roads, 341. 

Heservatioii of seats for admission into 
the Presideni'y C-olJege, 255. 

IG'servntioii of, seats in the Calcutta 
.Medical C%>lh*ge, 3'40. 

Haximuddin, Kha|# 

Dacca UiiiverHity (Amendment) Bill, 
B»25, 152. 

Naagi, Babu Manmahan 

Howrah Bridge Bill, 1924, 64. 

Transfer of the management of mail 
and passenger servieee between 
Joganathganj and Sermjganj Ohkt 
stationa, 263. 

HarHfiehMiafi tf p iaaiiia r k aampaaltart 
bid Mbdart l» IMS lavMMg 40 . ^ 


trial Board, I80f 
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Oiili or MUnmtimt 1. 

OtMtuory rtforonoof, 1. 

Fahlowtfi, Mauivi Md. Abdul dabbtr 
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8yltiat, ragarding ratranafar to Iwigal. 

I 44 , 308 . 

Telograph omoa at MetmndjganJ thana. 81. • 

Tolly’a Nala and Magra Hit Khal, 29. 

Trartafor of oortain vtllagaa from Munohi* 
gonj to Tipptra, 331 . 

Trantfor of oortain polioo^tationt from 
Sadar to Lattmgh lubdivition, 63 . 

Trantfor of Khan Sahob Abdul Qaffar, 
Polioa MagittrUf, Alipora, 12. ^ 

0 

Trantfor of Muhammadan Subdivitionil 
Officort from Jossoro, 34 . 

Trantfor of SutrRogittrart, 24. 

Trantfor of tho managomont of mail and 
pattonger aorvioet botwaon Jagonath* 
ganj and SoraJganJ Ghit stationoy 208. 

Union Sonohtt and Courta in Hooghly, 

135. 

Utt of indigonout artiolot in Qevommont 
OffiCOty 20. 

" Vakoiotnoma ” or “ agontnamo in 
oortihoati oatoty 265. 

Vltit of Jails by Jail viaitorsy 62. 

Waitinr rooms at Khulna gtaamar QhAty 

26. 

Waitlnrrooma at Tarpaaa donotiony 66. 
WataMiyaointh as a manuroy 64. 

Woman auffraga, 288. 
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